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To THE RIGHT HONOORABLB 

THO. WHARTON, Efq. 

CompcroBtr of His Majesty's Houfhold. 



SIR, 

EVERY ftian of fortune has the power of doing 
a good turn, but there mufl; be more in the 
man one would chufe to be obliged to : I have a 
thoufand obligations to you, and have confefled 
them, uf>on every occafioa : I have enjoyed the be>* 
nefit of your favours \ and have the pride of them yet 
in my heart, that you have not thought fo much 
good -nature thrown away upon me. 1 would make 
you what amends I could, and a dedication is all 
that I have in my power to return t 'tis a poetical 
payment indeed, which, while it difcharges one 
debt, is running into another, begging your protec- 
tion for a play, which which will almoft need your 
intereft to defend : I will not contend a point, where 
mod voices are to carry it: but as T defigned this 
play for you, when fomc people thought well of it, 
B 2 I hope 
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I liope It docs not Icflen the prcfcnt, that every hody 
^oes not. It is only the capacity and commendation 
of the common miftreflcs to pleafc every body, to 
whom I will leave fomc of my critics, who were 
affronted at Mrs. Friendall: for thofe fparks, who 
were moft offended with her virtne in public, ^re 
the men that lofe little by it, in private ; and if all 
the wives in town were of her mind, thofe mettled 
gentlemen would be found ta have the leaft to do, 
in making them otherwifc : but if &« was of evil 
example, H^itwoud makes amends for her, in the 
moral of her charafter ; where the women are mani* 
feftly fafer in the pofleflion of a lover, than in the 
truft and confidence of -a friend: but (he was no 
more underdood to the advantage of the men, than 
the Wife was received in favour of the women. As 
to the mufic-mecting, I always thought it an enter- 
tainment reafonably grown up into the liking of the 
town : I introduced it, as a fa(hionabIe fcene of 
bringing good company together, without a deHgn 
of abufing what everybody likes ; being in my tem- 
per fo far from difturbing a public pleafurc, that I 
would efl:abli{h twenty more of them, if I could: and 
for the billet-doux, that was put into Mrs. Stght/y^s 
hand, upon leading her out, I have heard of fuch a thing 
in a church before now, and never thought the worlfc 
of the place. 

Thefe, fir, are capital objeftions againft me ; but 
they hit very, few faults : nor have they mortified me 
into a defpair of pleafing the more reafonable part of 
mankind* If Mr. Dryden*.s judgment goes for any 

thing, 
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thing, I tavc It on my fide: for, fpcaking of this 
play, h6 has publicly faid, the town was kind to Sir 
Antany Love^ I needed them only to be juft to this t 
and to prove there was more than friendfhip in his 
eptnion, upon the credit of this play with him, falling 
fick lad fummer, he bequeathed to my care the writ- 
ing of half the lall aft of his tragedy of CUomineSf 
which, when it comes into the world, you will find 
tobe fo confiderable a trufl, that all the town willpar^ 
don me for defending this play^ that preferred me ta 
it. If modefty be fometimes a weaknefs, what I fay 
can hardly be a crime : in a fair EngUJh trial both par- 
ties are allowed to be heard | and without this vanity 
of mentioning Mr. Dryden^ I had loft the beft evi- 
dence of my caufe. Sir, I have the privilege of sr 
dedication to fay fome fine things of my patron ; 
but I will be as little impertinent as I can, and only 
beg leave to fay fome true ones, and no more than^ I 
liave a^(ways declared ir> the abfence of blp. ff%aruin^ . 
that (without the advantage of your family, and for- 
tune) you are the very man I would chufe to be, if I 
couM : I would, have the force of your uriderftand- 
ing, and knowledge of mankind, to make a fortune 
out of the public bufinefs of the world : or, if I were 
to mend my condition more to my own humour, and 
away I (houid like better than through the hurry of a 
crowd, your wit and converfation^ your perfon and 
addrefs, would beft recommend me to the womcI^. 
I do not know, fir, how fuccefsful you have been witfe 
that fair fex ; but I would not have it lye at any fair 
lady's door, (who has a mind to be Xuftified in dif* 
B i pofing^ 
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pofing of berfelf) that (he could not diftingutd) m 
your favour, again ft all the pretenders of the town. 
If you have any enemies among the women, I muft 
think, it is in a great niealure bccaufe it was impofli- 
Ve to engage them to be all your friends. Sir, I 
am a well-wifhertaa'l your inteiefts, and be pleafcd 
to accept of this dedication of my refpefts, as an 
offering of my inciinaiion, as well as a duty from 
my gratitude. 

I am, S I Rr, 

Your very much obliged . 
Humble fen^nt^ . 



T. SOUTHERNS 
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T 

Mr. S U T H E R N Zv 

On hit Co M B B r, ctlUd Tlit 

WIVES EXCUSE. 



SURE therc'i a fate in phyi i atid 'ih i]i vain* 
7 writei while thefe malignant planets reign v 
Some very foolifli influence rulei the pit. 
Not always kind to fenfe, orjuft to wit. 
And whilft h laftSf let buffbonry facceedy 
To make us lau|;b ; for never was more need^ 
Farce, in itfelf» isof anafty fcent i 
But the gain fmells not ot the excrement* 
The 5^KJ(/ifr nymph, a wit and beauty too, 
With all her charms, bore but a fmgle ihow r 
But, let.a moniter Afufiovki ^pipc^it. 
He draws a crowded audience round the year. 
May be thou haft not pleas'd the box and pit 'r y 
Yet thofe who blame the tale, commend tby wit} > 
So Terence plotted ; but h Terence writ. > 

\A\ic his tby thoughts are true^ihy language cleany» 
»'n lewdncfs is made moral in thy fcene. 
The hearers may for want oiNokes repine, 
But reft ft^curc, the readers wiil- be thine. 
Nor was thy laboured drama damn'd or hifs'd^ 
5ii( whb a kind civility difmifs'd v 

B 4r Witfti 
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With fuch good manncts as the ♦ Wffe did «(•> 
Who, not accepting) did but juft refufc. 
There was a glance at parting ; fuch a look 
And bids thee not give o^er, for one rebuke* 
But if thou wou'dft be feen,^ as well as readj. 
Copy one living author, and one dead i 
The ftandard of thy ftyle, let Etherege be i 
For wit, th* immortal Ipnng oifFycherly. 
Learn after both^ to draw fomejuft dcfign, 
And the next age will team to copy thine. 

. J H N D R Y D B It.^ 



• The Wiff in kbe ^^f^Mx^.^tr^e»iialL 
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P R O L O G U E;: 

Spoken by Mn BsxTEnroif, 

GAllantSy yoi^re totkcmi to our bomtly cbeer: 
If you ha*ut Brought your Englifli ftomacbs birtf 
IVeUl tnat youj as tbi French yijr, chere entire.^ 
And ivbat *we <want of bumour, or ofnteit^ 
Maki op *wub your Jht'tiiigbhoun in the pit ;« 
For on tbtj^gi 'wbait^er *wt Jo 9 or fay ^ 
Tbi qftKord^mafis can fin J you better play : 
Whb all our pains^ 'we can hut bring *em in ; 
'Tisyou mufi taki the damfels out again : 
And nubtn 'wo^'ut brougbtyou kindft tbuj teget^r^ 
Tis your fault if you* re parttd by foul fweatbir, 
Wt bopo tbefg natkral reafoni may product,. 
In every ivboremafterj^a kind excufe 
For ali our faults f tbe poet'^s, and tbe players. 
Tou* II pardon ours^ifyou tan find out theirs* [To the mafkers^ 
But to tbe gentler men 9 ivho love at fight, 1 

And never care to come to clofer fight ^ > 

W'e have provided *workfor them to-night, * J: 

With Jafety they may dranu their cannon do*wnr^ 
And into ajurrender bomb tbe tovjn. 
From both fidt'bxiXes play their batteries ; 
And not a bullet flioti but burning eyes : 
Thofe they difcharge nuitb fucb fuccefsful drtty 
Theyfire^ three ^eep^ into tbe ladies hearts^ 
Since each man here finds bit diverfion. 
Let not the damning of our play be one % 
But to tbe ladies, nuho muft fit it outy 
To hear us prate, and fie the oglers fhoot,> 
Pegging their favour^ fue have this to fi^. 
In hopes of their frotedionfor the play,. 
Hire is a mufic^metting evity day* 



) 
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DRAMATIS PERSONiE. 

MEN. 



Wellvilb, 
Wilding, 

CoURTALLy - 

Spr^ngaub, 
Friendali..,. 
Ruffle, 
Mafic-Mafter^ 



Mr. B4tttrt9n. 
Mr. KynnaftoiK 
Ur. WiUiams. 
Mr. B^*wman* 
Mr. ^t<h, Lee^ 
Mr. Mont/ord^ 
Mr. Bright. 
Mr. Horrify 



WOMEN. 



Mrs. {iRIBK04(tt» 

Mri. Sight Llr» 
Mrs. WxTwouD, 

Mrs. Tf AZALLy 

Fannv, her Niece. 
Betty, Witwovd's Maid. 



Mrs. Batty. 
Mrs. Bractgirili^ 
Mrs. Montfori^ 
Mrs. Cory. 

Mrs. Bichardfin- 



Two Pages, Footmen^ and Liokboys. 



SCENE, Undon. 
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WIVES EXCUSE^ 

OR,. 

GUGKOLBS MAKE TkeMSELVESv 



i» ■ I a ■ n I i t^lm. 



ACT I. SCENE I. 

SCENE ihe outtuatii Room to the Mufic-meetingy ■ 
Self era! Fc oimetf at Hazard y fomt rifing/rom Play>, • 

I-FOOTMANV- 

APoxonthefe mufic-meetihgs; tKeriB*s no fifth aft 
here, s ffee coll« as we ha've ae the play-faoufed, to 
make gentlemen of ujs, and keep us out of harms » way*;- 
nothing but lice and linkboys in tht^ antii-chaniber ; or a 
merry main to divert us; and that' merry main, as y oil 
call it, makes molt of us fad alt the week after •- 
2 Fcot. Why, what haft thou donc,Giii? 
I F^ot, Undone myfelf^'aifd a« very good friend of 
mine, my belly, for a week f()rward :• I am hungry al- 
ready in the appreheniion of wanting a fupper; for my 
board- w«g$s i»*gone to the devil. with his bones; 

B^d • yFo9t. 
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3 Foot, Six is the main, genttemed. 

5 Feet. I'll play DO more— }^"'^"^"^>'^^^^^^ 

3 Foot. Set ouc my kand, don't leave me fo, gentle- 
men. 

6 Atf^ Come, fir, ftfven to fij(,rl ftt you*— 
3 -Pw/. Briflcty, my boy. 

6 /*ao/. I fee you this. 

3 Foot. How much ? 

6 Foot. Three halfperth of fartKings. 

3 Foct, Three halfperth of farthings T \Rlfit from play.. 
I fee thou retain'ft thefpirit of thy anceftors, and as thou-- 

wert born and bred, -wile live and'di« a feotmaa 

Three halfpenny-worth of farthings f 

2 F(,9t. He fets like a fmall-beer butler in a widow 
lady*s family. 

3 Ftot. May*ft thou ftarve u^rder tbc tyfanny ef a. 
houfekeeper, and never know the comfort of board- 
wages again. 

6 Fcot. VVcll, well, I bave my money for all that. 

1 Foit, ^^hy^ what a pretty, fellow have we here 
dcbauch'd from us, and onr focrety, by living in a civiF 
family ! bul this comes of keeping gcod hours, and liv. 
jng orderly : idlenefs after fupper, in your private houfes>, 
18 the mother of many mifchiefs among the maids. 

3 Fot,t» Ay, ay, want of employment has thrown him^ 
upon fome gentle chanobermaid, and now he fets Dp for 
good hufbandry, to father her failings, dnd get a wet- 
nurfe for his lady. • ' ' . 

6 Foot, Better fo than to father your mailer's bafVards,, 
as you do fomeiimes; or now and then cheat him of 
h^s wench, in the convoy^, and fieal bis clap from 
him. 

^ Foot. Gad I mercy i7aith, lad. 

3 Foot. That indeed is a iin T often commit, and- 
fbmetimes repent of: but, the good with the bad* 1 have- 
no reafon to complain of my fervice* 

6 Foot. Pray don't trouble your head aboat mine then* 

2 Foot, Come» a^mfif we l|9v«i all good places if we 
can. keep 'em: and for<inxpart| 1 am coo deep in my 

mafier^s 
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mafter's affairs, to fear the loiing of mine ; what thinic 
you of the family of the FritndalUy my lads ? a public 
private- family y newly fet up, and of very fair recep- 
tion. 

3 Foot, Ajt Dick ; thou hall the time on't indeed. 

2 Fo6t. The mailer of it frank and free, to make aa 
invitation to the whole town ; and the mi(lref« hofpitable 
and handfome, to give 'em wekome and content ; for 
my mailer knows tvety body* and contrives that every 
body ihall know her. 

3 Foot. Ay, marry fir, there*^ a family to breed up a. 
pimp in ! you may makea/ortune out of fucba miilrefs, 
before your mailer can get her with child. 

2 Foou My i^aller has been married not a quarter o£ 
a year, and half the youog men in town know his wile 
already; nay, know that he has kaown enough of her^ 
not to care for her already. 

3 Foot^ And that may be a very good argument for 
ibme of *em» to perfuade her to know a Kltle of fome- 
body el^, and care as little for him. 

4 Foot. A very good argument, if ihe takes it by the- 
rigbt handle. 

2 Fco/^ Some cf your mailers, I warrani you, will put 
k into her hand. 

3 Foot, I know my mailer ha3 a deilgn upon her. 
a Fooi. And upon all the women in town. 

4 Fotft* Mine is in love wiih her. 

5 Foot, And mine ha» hopes of her. 

3 Foot. Every man has hopes of a new marry 'd wo* 
man : for ihe marries to like her man ; and if upon trial 
Ihe finds ilie can't like her liuiband, ihe'Il find fomebody 
elfe that ihe can like, in a very little time, I warrant 
her, or change her men 'till ihe does. 

2 /'m/. Let her like as many as ihe pleafes, and wgU 
come : as they thrive with her, I ihall thrive by them i 
1 grind by her mill,, and fome of 'em I hope wilt fet it 
a going. Befides, ihe has difcover'd fome of my mailer's 
intrioo^s 6f late, that may help to fill the fails ; but I fay 
nothing, I will take &es on both fides, and betray nei* 
ihcr. 

3 Fegt» 
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5 p90t. If your lady loves play, as they fay fhc doe%^ 
fhe will be To far in year incereft, that he that makes his 
court to her, muft have money to recommend him— - 

2 Fooi*. To me he muil indeed, if he expe6ls my affiH- 
ance. 

5 Foot, Come, come, what do you think of my matter, 
Mr. Lo'vimortj for the lady ? 

3 Foct\ I don^t think of him. 

2 Foot. Not fo much as fhe dws, I believe you ; he's a« 
generous gentleman, and deferves very well of her, and 
me* 

I Fc9t. My mailer, Mr. Wtll'viUf is often at your 
houfe. 

3 Foou He follows Mrs lightly y I can tell you. Bor 
if your lady, Mrs. FriendalU has a mind to be very well' 
a8*d ; not to fettle to' r; but only by the way of a fa- 
Ihionable revenge, or fo, to do hcrfelf juftice upon her 
huiband ; I look upon Mr. Wildings my mailer, one or 
other, to be the clevereft cuckold-maker in CG^eni-^ 
Garden. 

z Foot. Not to fettle to't indeed, for your mafteris not' 
over conHant. 

3 Ftof, He does not (lay in a f&mWy, to be challenged 
into Wiftminfter-haV^ by the hu(band*s aftion of battery,, 
for an' alf^ult upon his wife ; he is not fo conilant. 

4 Foot. Or if your lady be difpos'd to the more refin'd- 
part of an amour, without the brutality or deiign of en- 
joyment, only for the pleafure of being talk'd of, or fc 
forth 

% Foot Your mafter Courtall will fit her to a hair : fc* 
He will be as fond of the appearances of an intrigue, as 
ihe can be ; to fee Him rn the chafe, you would think he 
had pleafure in the fport ; for he will be as fure always to 
follow her, as never to prefs her; he will take as moch"^ 
pains to put her undefervedly into a lampoon, upon hts 
account, as he would to avoid a handfome occaiion, in- 
private, to qualify her for the fcandal. 

^2 Foot, In (hort, Mr. Ctfar/^// will doe wry thing, but 
what he ought to do, with a woman* 

4 Foot 9 
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4 Foot, He has broke off wich three g^dewoneOt 
vpoD my word» within thefe two months, lor coming on: 
too fail upon that buiiners. 

2 F^oi, Well, there are pretenders enough ; fo I have 
the profit, let my lady take the pleafurc of the choice.: 
I'm for the fa ire ft bidder. 

3 Ffiot. What, Harrj, ha(l thoo nothing to fay of thy 
miftrefs, Mrs Witwoud ? 

7 Fo9t. Nothing extraordinary, but that Vm tir'd ol* 
her. 

3 Foot, She lives as fhe us'd to dio^ leaft at home ; has - 
no bufinefs of her own, buta great deal of other people's. 
All the men in town follow her, but 'tis for other wo- 
men ; for (he has frightened every one from a defign upoa 
her I ,then ihe's a general coniidant, and fometimes re* 
ports no more than (he knows ; but that's a favour in« 
deed, from a wit, as they fay (he is. 

7 F^et. If (he be a wit, I'll be fworn fhe does not take 
ne for one; for fhe fends me very often upon very ridi^* 
CttloQs errands. 

3 Foot. I think you have a correfpondent porter, in 
tv^ry quarter of the town, to difperfe her fcandalous let* 
teis, which ihe is always bantering one fool or other 
withal f 

7 Foot, Four or five always in pay with her, 

4 Fooi, But when Hojn- fair comes, that's fure to bea 
holiday, and every marry'd man that has a wife hand- 
Ibmer than fhe Is, at her proper cod and charges, may 
cxpeA a fairing, to put him in mind of his fortune. 

7 Footn I find you know her too well, to deiire to live 
with her. 

3 Foof, I had rather be a mafter of the ceremonies to a 
▼ifiting lady, to 'fquire about her how-d'ye's, and ufher 
in the formal falutations of all the fops in town, upon 
her day; nay, tho' fhe kept two days a week, than live 
in a family with her. 

1 Foot. Will this damn'd mufick-meeting never be 
done I would the cau-guts were in the fidlers bellies. 
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T'wo Pages meeting. 

1 Page. My lady Smirkir^ pag^« 

2 Page. Who's there ? my lady Woudmore /-' - 

1 Page. At your fcrvice, madam. 

2 Page. O lord, madam ! I am furpns'd to fee your 
ladyfliip here 

2 Foot, What have we here? 
. 3 Foot, The monkies apcing their ladies, let 'em go on; 

2 Page, How can your ladyfhip defcend into thefe 
little diver fions of the town^ the plays and the mufic- 
meetiogs? 

I Page, Little diveriions indeed, madam, to us, whx>' 
liave feen fo much better abroad, atjd ftill retain too 
much of the delicacy of the French^ to be pleas'd with the 
barbarous performances of thefe Englijb. 

3 Foot, Thai's a touch for fome of 'em. 

1 Page, Yet there'is no Haying always at home, your 
ladyihip knows • 

2 Page. Nor being always feen in the drawing-room^ 
1 vow and fwear— — 

1 Page, Sothat, madam, we are aim oft under a ne* 
ceffity of appearing in thefe public places 

2 Page, An abfoluie neceffity of ihewing ourfelves- 
fometimes, 

1 Page, Ay-f but, madam, then the men,^ they, do fa^ 
egh one--^ — 

3 Foot, Ah Tvery well, Mr. Cbarlesk 

1 Page. Into all the little confafions tfaat a woman is 
liable to upon thofe occafions. 

2 Page, I fwear my lord Simper^^U has an irjefiftible* 
Way with him. 

I Page, He ogled me all the,muftc long, II believe- 
every body took notice of it, fo furioiifly, I could not- 
bear it myfelf J I vow and (wear, he almofl: made me- 
bluih ; and I would rather do any thing to deferye bluih- 
ing, ill anbther place,' than by a country modcfty betray 
fach an unpardonable want of breeding, to the.Cisnfure 
of fo much good company. 

3 Foot, I dare fwear for her ladylhip, fite had ratheir 
do it than blu(h for't. 

tPagi* 
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X /W^. Why how now. Jack Sauce ? \To tbiftotman* 
Bat did I blu(by madam ? ^ ' [To thipage. 

z Pagt. Only for your friends, madam, to fee us fa 
BCgledked. 

1 Pagi* Fie» fie, madam, yon made your conqued too, 
I minded no body but my lord ; Md I vow and fwear^ 
I mud own it^ madam» he ogles one more like a man 
of qaality»'than any body about town that I know of» 
and I think I am pretty well acquainted with aU the foft 
looks in town* 

2 Pagt* One after another we have 'em all— —but Je^ 
fu ! madam. ' ■ 

z Pagt^ Ay> mat!am. 

2 Pagt. They fay the French fleet will be here next 
fammer, with their Tourn/illes, and their things, and Je» 
fa ! madam, ravifh us all. 

1 Pagi. O lord, madam» ravifliing os is nothine, bu( 
our dear religion, madam, what will they do to that? 

2 Pagi. Ay, what indeed, madaqfi ? 

X Pag^> 1 would not lofe the gaping gajleries of our 
churches, for the beft religion in chri&ndom. 

3 Fffot, You are precious pages indeed, betray your U«» 
dies fecrets, .before you come into 'em. 

Wuhia. M^e way for my lord tberey bear back geap- 
Uei^eQ* 

1 Foot, So, fo, ^tts done at laft, let's get the coachet 
to the door. . . \ [Exiunt mmu$^ 

Xbi curtain drawn up^ Jhev>s the company at the mufic^ 

mniin^ \ after an Italian fongy Lovemore, Wellvile, • 

Wilding, Courtall, Springame, Fricndali, Ruffle, Mrs. 

Friendail, Sightly, Witwoud, Fanny advance io tbi 

/rent of t be ft age, 

Mr, FrL Ladies and gentlemen, how do you like the 
mufic ? 

Sight, O very fine fure, fir, 
IVit, What fay yoa to'r, young gentlemen ? 
Spring, I have fomething to fay to you, I like a great 
cteal better, provided you won't laugh at me* 

\G6ing afidi with her* 
Euk 
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But the muGc*s extremely fine—. [To the eompanu 

WtU. Efpecially the vocal part. For i did not undcr- 
ftand a word on't. 

Mr. Fri. Nor I, faith> PP'^elhih^ but the words were 
Italian^ they fung well, and that's enough for the plea- 
fore of the ear. 

Court. By which I find your fenfc is (bund. 

Mr, Ffi. And found fcnfe is a very good thing, Courts, 
all [G^isumid. 

H^iU. That ihou wo*t never be the better for. 

Mr, Frt\ hFildhgf thou haft been fo bufy about that 
young gif J there, thou know^ft nothing of the matter. 

ii^iU. O, fir^ you're miiUken, 1 ana a great admi* 
f er * 

Mr, Ffi, Of every thing in petticoats. 

PTiId, Of thcfe roufical cnieftainmentsj I am very 
inirficaU and love any call that brings the women toge* 
ther. ' 

Mr, Fri, Vocal, or inftrumental \ which do you mo$ 
approve of? If you are for the inftrumental, there were 
the fonataa to night, and the chacons» which you 
know— — • 

Wild, The fonatas and the chacons which 1 know ! 
not I, fir, I don't know 'em: they may be two Italian 
fidlers of your acq^naintance^ for any things I know of 
*em. 

" Mr, Fri, Fie, fie, fidlers f raafiers, if you pleafe, ^//^ 
hg > mafiers, excellent in their art, and famous for ini^ 
ny admirable compofitions. [Mingles with the c^mpa y. 

Court* So, he's fail in his own fnare, with his ibnataa 
and Chacons ; but how goe» the world, Wildmgf 

Wild, The fame women every day, and in every pub* 
lie appearance. 

Court, Here arc fonrc faces, i^fee, of your acquaint- 
ance. 

Wild, Ay, pox take 'em, I fee 'cm tao ofren to for- 
get 'em: would their owners- thought as ill of 'em as I 
GO, they would keep 'em at heme ; but they arc for 
(hewing their fhow dill, iho' no body cares for the fight. 

\Jhey mix ivitb the company,. 
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Wit, Methinks his but good manners in Mr. Lovtmotfp 
CO be f)anicular to yoar fifler, when Her hufband irfo 
uotyerfal to the company. 

Spring, Prithee leave her to her hir/band : (he has fatif^ 
fied her relations enough in marrying this coxcomb ;r 
BOW let her fatify herfelf, if fhe pleafes, with any body 
ihe likes better. 

fFft, Fie, fie, there's no talking to you, you carry mf 
neaning further than I defignM. 

Spring. Faith I took it up but where you left it, very- 
near the matter. 

X^/>. Np, no, you grow (candalous ; and I would not 
be thought to fay a fcandalous thing of a friend. 

bpting. Since my brother inlaw is to be a cuckold, 
as it mud be mightily my filler's fault if he be not, ( 
think Loifentcn as proper a fellow to carry on fo chari- 
table a work, as (he could ha' lit upon: and if he hat 
her confent to the bufinefs» (he has mine, 1 aiTure 
you. 

Wa. A very rea(oaable brother f 

Sjprhg. Would you be as reafonable a fnend, and al^ 
low me as many liberties as I do her? 

f^if. Why, To I will t (he has the men, and you (hall 
have the women* the whole fex to pick and chufe 

Spring. One miftrefs out o f 

Wiie. As nittny as yoo pleafe, and as often as yoo have 
eccafioR. 

Spring. Why, fcifh, that pleafes me very well ; you 
hit my €On(littttion« as if you were familiar with it, or 
had a mind to be (6. 

ff^fr; Nbt I indeed, fir. 

Spring. And I have, as yott were faying ■ * 
, ^//# As 1 was faying 1 

Spring, Very often an occafion for a miftrefs. 

PP'it; Vou fay fo yourfclf, I know nothing of your 
occafions. 

Spring. Shall 1 bring you acquainted with fome of 'em f 
I have great variety,, and have, every day, a new occa* 
fion for a new miftrefs : if you have a mind to be fatis* 
fifd in this point, let me go along with you— - 
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IVit. Home with me? 

Spring, Or home with me, will do my bttfiners as welTr 

Wit. But it won't do mine, fir. 

Spring* Then let h be home with you, tho' my lodg- 
ing is very -convenient. 

Wit> Why, this is Aidden indeed, upon {o Anall an ac- 
quaintance : but 'tis fomethiag too foon for you» and ^ 
little too late for me. 

Spring, Not to repent, I hope, madam I better late than 
never, you know ; come, come» 1 have known a worfe 
offer better received . 

t Wtt. And this offer you will make to tvery woman, 
*till it be receivM, 1 dare anfwerfor you. 

Spring* That's more than you can do for yourfelf for 
refufing it. But the folly fall upon your own head: I 
have done my part, and 'tis your fault if you're idle'— — 

Sight* You have been entertained, coyfitk— - 

[Sightly to jfer. 

Wit. By a \try pretty prating fellow, «o«fi»; and I 
CouMbe contented to let him flioiv hU parta this way» as 
often as he pleas'd. 

Sigh? What I like a man of hononri bfs's for making, 
good what he fays— *^-* 

Wit* And comes fo.qnu:k vppn th^t b#fiike6» h« wool: 
a^brd.a woinan a rea(<H^ble Irkioig^tiine^ K^ make -a de- 
cent excufc to herfelf, if (he fhou'd allow him a favour.. 
, SigM. The yoDJBg o^cer has heat-4 enough of y^our 
char^^ler, I fuppofe, not to put it toQ much into yovff' 
power of laughing at him. 

Wit, I'm forry for't : I would h^ve a m^n know joft 
enough of me to make him a lover : and then, in a tit- 
tle time, I fhould know enough of him to saake him- 
an afs. 
. Sight, Thia will come home to you one day. 

Wtt. In any (hape but a hufband, couiin. But methinkf 

l,9<uemori and Mrs. Frigmiail SLve ytery ferioofly engag'd*— 

[Oh/erving Lovemore ivithMru FriendalK 

Sipht. I hav& had. an-eye upon 'em. 



d by Google 



Cuckolds mak e Themselves; 21 

Wit. For fach a cxiHe as cuckoldiDg a hufbabd is in 
tliis town. 

Sight The men will always defign upon our fex ; bat 
I dare anfwer for her — — ^ 

Wiu And fo will L That If (he fhould fall from the 
frail cy of the flefh into tltec folly, Ihe will appear bo 
inonfter, whatever her huiband may be. What fay you 
«o a ramble after the muflc ? 
Sifht. 1 fay nothing to'c. 

IVit, A hackney jaunt, from one end of the town to 
t'other ? 

Sight. 'Tis too late. 

Wit. I know two feveral companies goire into the city, 
one to Finfach, and t'other to the Rummer, to fupper: 
I want to diAurb, ftraogely ; what fay you, cuz ? lets 
pot on oar mafques, draw up the glaffes, and fend up 
for the men, to make their women oneafy : there's one 
of *ete to be marry'd, it may do good upon her, by ihew* 
ing what ihe mail trad to, if Ibe will have a huiband. 
Sight, And can you be fo mifchievous ? 
frtt. Can you refill the temptation } 
Sigb\ 1 came with Mrs. FriendalU and mull go home 
iKrith her. Look to your charge there. 
Wit. I have an eye that way. 
Sij^. We ihall fee yoa to-morrow, couGn f 
Wit. At your toilet, couiin ; you are always my firft 
viiit. \Gui to Wilding and Fanny. 

Mrs. Ffi. Is this your friendihip to Mr. Friindall? I 
iDuil nothear it. 

Lo*vi. Yoo fee lie gives yon leave. 
Mrs. Fri. Therefore I can't take it ; the confidence is 
fo generous, that ev'n that would fecure me to him« 

Lon/e. The confidence is as generous on your fide ; and 
•do you think that will fecure him to you f 
Mrs. Fri. I'il aOc him, if you pleafe. 
Lov€, You'll but diflarb him. 

Mrs, Fri. Mr. Friendali. [Calling him. 

' Mr. Fri. Ha 1 what's the matter, madam ? 

Mrs. Fri. There has happen'd here a fcurvy drfpute 
lietween me aad one of yoar friends, fir, as yoa think iit 
fo call 'em. Mr 4 
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Mr. Fri, A difpute ! about what, pr'ythee? but before 
I hear a word on't, Lonjtmore, thou art certainly in ihc 
wrong in holding an argument with a woman. 

Love. I begin to think for too, fir, for contending with 
a lady t^at will be try'd by no body but her hufband. 

Mr, Ffi. But what's the b^finefs ? nothiug cxtraoxdi* 
uary between you, I hope ? 

Mrs, Frr. Believe me, fir, I think it very extraordj- 
nary— • 

Love. Very extraordinary indeed, madam, to be fo pub» 
licly expos'd for a private opinion. 

Mrt. Frr. And you (ball be the judge of the difference. 

Mr, Fri. No, no, no diOerence among friends, it muft^ 
not come to that, I'll make up all differences between 
you* 

Lo've. You may do much indeed to (tt all flraight. 

Mr. Fri. And fo I will, i'faith Lo^£mere, Pll reconcile 
all ril warrant you ; but come, what is this mighty mat- 
ter between you ? . ., 

Mrs. Fri. I think it a mighty matter, Mr. FrienJaU^ to 
be fo far fufpedled in my condudl, that any one, under , 
the title c^f your friend, fhould dare, io your abfence, to 
be fb very ramiliar with me 

7I4>. Fri. How, niadam ! 

Lo^e. All will out, I fee. ^ \^JiJe^ 

Mr. Fri. In my abfence, fb very familiar with you. 

Mrs. Ffi. As to cenfore thefe innocent liberties thgt 
the wemen allow themfelves in the company of their huf* 
bands. 

Love. So, ihe has fav'd her credit with me, and mine 
with ktr hufband. 

[Mrs, FriendallyW»j Mrs, Sightly and Witwoud. 

Mr. Fri. Why, Lo^emore, thou art in the wrong of all 
this ; I defired you to fport off a little gallantry with my 
wife, to entertain and divert her from making her ob- 
fervations upon me, and thou doft nothiagbut play the 
critic upon her. 

Lo^e. I find I was mifiaken. But how wou'd you 
have me behave myfelf ? 

Mn 
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Mr.Fri. Why, 1 wou'd have you very frequent in your 
vilicsy and very obliging to my wife, no^ and then, CO 
carry on our other ple^fures the better ; for the amufe- 
nienc, or fo, you may fay a civil thing to her, for every 
woman, you know, loves to have a civil thing faid to 
her fometimes; but then you mull be \ery cautious in 
the expreiEon ; if ihe (hou'd in the lead app/eheod that 
you had a defign upon her, 'cwou'd raife the devil in one 
part of the'Aimily, and lay him in another, perhaps^ 
where I had a mind to employ him : therefore 1 wou'd 
have you keap in favoar with her 

Love* rii do my bed, I promife you. 

Mr. Fri, She's inclining, yottmuft know, to fpeak very 
well of you; and that (he does of very few of the men, 
I alTure you : (he approves of the intimacy and friend^ 
ihip between us, and of your coming to the houfe ; and 
that may (land you in (lead with the lady, you wot of-— 

Love, I apprehend you — fo begging the lady'6 pardon 
{7*0 Mn, Friendall.] with a de(ign of doing fomething 
to deferve it — 

IVit, That will never fail with the women^ Mr. Lovi-^ 
more, 

Levi. I will make an Intereft with the maders, to give 
you a ibng^at parting. . [Goti to tb$ mafttrt. 

Sight, An Englijh fong, good Mr, Lovemare. 

Mr. Fri. O by all means an EngUJh fong. 

[Gou to ibi mAflers toe. 

IVelv. Any fong, which won't oblige a man to tell 
you he has feen an opera at Venice to underfland. 

Mr. Fri. fray, let him fing the ladies the foag I gave 
him. 

Mufie-mafier. Which fong, fir ? 

Mr, Fri. The lad, 

Mufic-mafter, 'Tis not fet, fir ! 

Mr, Fri. Not fet, fir ! \Turningfrom him, to the lajiet* 

Love, That's a fault he'll never forgive you. 

Mufic-mafter, Why, really, fir, I would ferve any gen- 
tleman to my power ; but the words are fo abominably 
oat of the way of mufic, I don't kpow how to huoiour 
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'em : there's no fetting 'em, or finging 'em, to pleale 
any body but himfelf. 

Sight. O ! but we lofe by this. 

Mr. Fri, Hang 'em, idle rafcals ; they care not what 
entertainment we lofe, fo they have but oor money. 

Sfght. Is it your own fong, Mr. Ftkndall f 

MrsFru I mull not rob your ladyihip of youf part » 
it. 

Bight. My part in your fong, itrl 

Mr. Fri. Yoa were the mufe that infpir'd me ; I writ 
it upon your lady (hip. 

Sights Fie, fie ; that pride wou'd min me : but I know 
you fay fo to every woman. \Sbe turns fr$m him^ 

Mr. Fri. Pgad, flic's i*th' right on't; I hare told a 
dozen fo already at the muiic -meeting, and moft of 'em 
believe me. 

Sight. Does Mr. Friindall often write fongs, madam ^ 

Mrs. Fri. He does many things he (hou'd not do, ma- 
•dam ; but I think he loves me, and that excofes him to 
me : tho' you may be fure« 'tb with the tendered con- 
<ern for my own reputation, that I fee my huA>and daily 
trifle away his fo notoriously, in one folly or other of th6 
town. lGoe$ to Mr, FrieadalL 

Wit. For her own reputation, it mufl be; for the 
world will believe, (he turns fuch a hulbaod to the right 
life, whatever (he fays to the contrary. 

Mrs. Fri. Mr. Fritndall^ pray be fatisfied with a good 
eftate ; and not imagine, beeaufe you have that, you have 
every thing elfe. The bufinefs of writing fongs ihouU 
be over with a married man. And dnce 1 can't be fuf. 
peded to be the Pbillisf or Ckris^ 'tis an affront to me» 
CO have any other woman' thought fo. 

Mr. Fri. Indeed, madam, fo far you are right : I never 
beard of any man, that writ a fong upon his wife. 
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5 O N G, by Nfajor-gcaeral SaclwUh 

jNgrateful lovtl thtts^ iviry bou*\ 
■^ Yfl punijh mt hy her MJdain I 
Tou tyrannize to^Jhe-vo yr.ur po'w^r \ 
And Jhe^ to iriumfb in my fain, 

You who can laugh at "human nvoes^ 

And *viBims to hirfridt dicritt 
On me^ your yielding Jla^ui^ impo/g 

Tour chains ; but Uave tbt ribtlfrtt^ 

HthJf) fatal are your ptkfot^d darts I 
Her conquering eyes the trophies boaft^ 

H'bilft you infnare poor iuand\ing hearts^ 
That in her ebarms and /corn are loft^ 

Jmpiotts, asui crush you deny 

A deaths to cafe sue of my care .* 
Which Jbe delay Sf to make me try 

The force of beauty and dejpair* 

Mr. Fri. Lovsmertf We may thaok you for this : l>iit 
when you keep your promife to roc at dinner, to-mor- 
rowy and you, and you, and all of .you, gentlemen^ 
(Speaks to all the men.] Vl\ do yon reafon to the good 

compaDy. Some of my fervants there 

[Coet to the door^ 

Court, Madam> I am very luckily here to offer you mj 
fervice. 

Mrs, Fri. No particular woman mu(l expe^ it from A 
general a follower of the fex, as Mr. Couftall h. 

Court. A general follower of the fex indeed* madam^ 
in my care of^em. 

Mrs. Fri* fieiides, Ms dangerous to be (ben with a maa 
of your charafler ( for if you don't make it an intrigue 
the town makes it for yoU: and that does moft of youf* 
bufinefs as well. 

Court. There's no knowing a man by his charader in 
this town ; the partiality of friends, and the prejudice 

Vol. H. C . of 
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of eoemies, who divide it, always makes him better or 
worfe than he defer vcff. 

Mn, Fri. If you have no reoard to my reputation, 
jsny be tender of your own. 'Tis now-a-days as fcanda* 
fous in a man, who wou*d be thought to know the 
town (as I know you wou'd) to Wait upon a bare face 
to her coach, as it us'd to be to lead out a vizard- mafic ; 
but the pit has ^ot the^ better of the boxes, with mofl of 
you. In that point of civility ; and I don't doubt, but it 
turns to better account. 

Spring, Indeed, filler, it does turn to better accoaot ^ 
and therefore we mull provide for ourfelves 

[Jakes ConnMwitb bim to Mrs. Witwoud* 

Why^ hcre*s k woman, Ccwtali If -flic has a vizard- 

malic to encourage me— [Love. g§es to Mrs. Fri. 

I cou'd go to the world's end with her : hoc as (he is, 
bare-faced, and an hooefl worn an— 

Wit. You'll do a foolilh thing, for once ; fee her to 
her coach, I dare fay for you, to make her otherwife. 

Spring. Why, if it muft be fo— — [AJdreJin^ to ber. 

Wild. You own your aunt is a-bed ; and yoo lee Mrs. 
WrfwousTs toobufy to mind your going away with me. 

Fan. I can'c to night, but I'll call upon you to-jnor- 
row morning, as 1 go to fix o'clock prayers. 

Lovt. I hope, madam, I may without exception wait 
upon yonl [To Mrs. Friendall. 

PTelv. Andy madam, I have the title of an old fervant 
CO your ladyfliip, to exped that favour from you— — 

[To Mrs, Sightly. 

Sight. Mr, FrienMI, having a handfome wife in the 
company, may be jealous ; and you will pardon me if I 
am unwilling to give him a fufpicion of a man, whom I ' 
Would have every body think as well of, as I do myfelf. 

Mrs. Fri. Mr. Friencfall g\\6s you more oppoitunities 
than r can approve of, and I cou'd wifti you wou'd not 
take the advantage of 'em ; they'll turn to no account. 

Mr. Fri. Come ladies, I am your man I find — 

[Leads Mrs. Sightly, Mrs VntXiAdM following* 
at think ydu of this occafion ? 

Lrui.' 
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t,9ve. Yott can't have a better;, follow hini'— — >And 

be famous [Springame Uadt Witwcad. Wilding Uad$. 

Fanny out. Ruffle afitr tht Compatij^ 

Well'u. What have you now in hand ? 

£ovr. Why all my hopes of the wife depending opoa 
the fenfefefs* behaviour of the hufband'; I have contrivM» 
by this feUow, before her face too, to expofe him, a" 
way that maft rnin him with her for ever-; let*s follow, 
«id expeft the event l£x4MHt* 

SCENE changes to theftrtet. 

Siveral link'htys^ and footmen. 

LinL Have a light, gentlemen, have a light, Sirv 

[Springarae *wiih Witwoad* 
Spring, Light yourfelvcs to the devil. 

[Wilding €with Fanny, and ft-vtral nthtn^ 
2 Linh^ Blefs you, mailer, we can find the wiay in tkp 
dark. Shall 1 light your worfhip there? 

Spring, Then call a coach, and thy "wit ihall be thy 
reward. 

5 foot, Mr. trUnidlh coach there Tis at ibe 

door, fir. 

EntiT Mr, Friendall fading Mr/, Sightly wrth his nsstfti 
Roffle inters afttr Urn. Lovemore and Wellvile in tb% 
nar. 

Mr, Fri, I mnft improve every opportunity with yaar 
ladyfhip, to convince yon of the truth I have been tell- 
ing you to night, and in this billet, I give it ander my 
band how very much I am your fervant — '— 

[Sightly throws it hehind her% 

Sight, Fie, fie, before your wife— [Ruffle takes it up% 

Mrs. Fri, Sir, that paper does not belong to you. 

[Friendall leads Mn, Sightly (ff^ and ret urns for his w//K 

Ruf, Don't be jealous, lady, I know no dedgn the 
^enttewom'an has as yet upon my perfon, and Tli belong 
to you, if this gentleman pleafes. 

Mr, Fri, You're pleas'd to be merry, fir, bat no tooch^ 
isg her, £ befeech you. 

Mrs. Fri, WhiX wou^d the fellow bavc I 

C a Hn/. 
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Ruf. Why, I wou'd liAVe this fedlow gone about h» 
bufinefs, 

Mr, Frl My |)a(iDers lies here at prefent^ fir. 
^ /2iy^. You He there, fir. 

[Hits Mr. FrieDdall a Box on tin ear^ and draws i 
tbt nvomn firiek^ Mrs Friend all prttMndt to hold 
btr hujbandt thi Cfmfany €omt ahtnt 'em, 

Mrs* Fri. Good Mr. Fritudail^ asotker tine, oonfider 
where you are. You are more a naa of honour. X know, 
than to draw your fword amon^ the women ; I am forry 
this hat happened in a place where you can't right your- 
felf, without wronging the company. But you'll £nd a 
time to do a juftice to yourfelf, and the ladie9, who 
have fufFerM in the.appreheniion of foch a brutality. 

Sfring* I'll go along with you -— — 

\M go off hut Witwoud. 

Wit, Wou*d the devil had 'em, for drjnviDg their 
f words here ; I have loft my little captain in the fray : 
xny charge is departed too, and for this ntght I fappofe 
has left me to make an excofe to the family, for her ly- 
ing abroad with a country coufin, or fo; that rogue 
JFildifig has carry*d her home with hinv, and 'ti» as well 
now, as a week hence, for. when thefe young wenches 
ence fet their hearts upon^t, ^\try thing gives them an 
opportunity to ruin themfeivest her aunt T*a%all\i2i% 
made her rife to fix-o'clock prayers to fine purpofe, if 
this.be the fruits of her devotion : but finc6 (he mull fall 
to fome body, I'm glad Wilding has her, for he'll ufe her 
ill enough in a little time, to make her wifer for the fo* 
ture ; by the dear exjjerience and vexation of this inr 
$rigue, (being difappointed of many things (he expe6ls) 
|he may make a virtue of neceflity, repent becaufe (he 
can't keep him to herfelf, and make an hoaeft man a 
ycry good wife yet, [£*//. 

Lovemore, Wellvile, Ruffle rtturm. ^ 

Ituf* I have done my part» and am fatisfied^ with the 
hojaour of the atchievetiieftt* ..v 

. Love. 'Tb in reputation cleif-gtta'd: fince thefn'« no 
danger of accounting foc^t. 

Ruf. 
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Ruf, Sd thanking you, for thir occafion of (hewing nrp* 
fc)f, I atn yo«f httinble iervaAt>-«^^ lEfcifm 

IVeil^o. Who is this hero, pray f 

Lo've. Why thiiKis « fpark» that has had the misforlune 
of being kicked very lately, and I have help*d him to thi» 
tkfcafion cf repairing* Hi* honour* upon our very good 
^rtn^r ft greater coward than himtelf: he has fervid 
my ends, uow lee him fervc the town'^s. 

'fFefiv.^^t did yott obfervc how the lady bchavei her- 
Mf in the quarreU to conceal her husband's cowar- 
dicef 

L9Vi What a hsmdrome excufe /he made in his favoarr 
to the company / when (he can never make any for bint 
to herfelfi 

^tlkf» This matter wett managed, may turn fo ac*^ 
count I tho' yott mull not be feen to expofe him» yot» 
may take the advanta|e of his expoiing.himfelf.' 

L9^. And lee her fay what (he can upon this fubjeft* 
I believe no woman can be contented lo hive her bo- 
noor sratli longer than her fortune in .the po/Tefiion of 
liman, wh^hasno fund of hisow»» toauwei in ik* 
curity for either* 

Tfaiii who a married woman'i4ofe would wb^ 
'^ mould with the hufband'a failiogi firft begin i 
' ' Mike him bot m the faulty and you (hall find 

A good excafe will maka nofl women kind. IS^eum 



/ ACT II. S C E NE I. 

. WitWQud at a taUi^ njoUb Betty, mid 4 fietmam 

Wtt. TV*T^ ^^^ ^ ^y confhi F^tttnfy this morning f 
^.1 ' ii ; . J^ Bit* Fop Gpd^s ftkc, madam, not a word of 

her lying out to-night; we fliaU have the devil to da 
c wilb4hraM genaiicBioiia^l* if ihe knows icr 



d by Google 



^ Thi W 1 T B s E X C ITS B ; flr,j 

JET//. That's a fecret I can k<ep from her, for my oWn 
iake, £4//yi but how comes this ^l^out ? I'm quite oat 
cf gilt paper ;. Harry, you fetch me two or three quire 
from Mr. BtntUy^s, and call at Mrs. Da Ro6e\ myman- 
tua- woman's, as you come back, for letters— *^ and, 
d'you hear? Give this note to Joe the porter, he need^ 
|)0 ixiftru^iots ^ let him leave it for Mr. IViIding* 

t footman and maid go £»/.] I find I mud medd4e ia this 
(ufinefs ; for her vifits at this rate, will not only be trou- 
blefome to him (as I would have 'cm) but in a little 
time, be public to the whole town : now, tho' I am 
ytxy well pleafed with any matter of fcaoda],. I am fo 
laearly related to the interefl of this girl, 1 would npc 
have her the occafion of it. They fay the underflanding 
pugbc to be fuited to the condition, to make any one 
|iappy ; would fhe were in a condition fuitable to her 
nnderiSanding ; (he has wit enough for a wife» and nor 
tl^g.elfe thax 1 know of. 

Teazall euiers^ to kir, 

«. T^ax; O, madam ! you'r^ welcome home* ^ 

IVit. Rather good- morrow, coufm. 

7#0j». Kathei; gqo4- morrow iAdp«4» that's tl^ F**^* 
perer ialatation ; for you're never to be fe^n in your 
lodging at any other ti|Qi( of tbfs day j, a|id tben IPQ» as 
^nas you're out a-bed in a m^iii^gt yo« fommoii a 
congregation of your fellows together, ,to hear yoa 
prate by the hour, flatter every body in the company, 
fpeak ill of every one that's abfent, and fcatteraboQt the 
fcaadalof tbatday. 

JVii, Why, madam, ypu won't quarrel at that, I 
hope ; 'tis one of the mod fafiiionable innocent diverfions 
pf the town, it makes a great deal of mirth, fpeaking 
ill of people, and never does any body any harm. 

Ttatc: Not with any that know you, I believe. How 
came you home U& night ? The nieht before, you ar- 
riv'd like a carted bawd, judly pupim'd for t^e fins of the 
people. You confefs*d you were forc'd to bilk your 
foach, to get rid of the cq3(CQmb« thatdogg'd you from 
the play-houlei ^ndbeiag furfa'd by the coachman and 

footmen. 
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Cueicolbs MAicB Thbmselves, 3^ 

'faotItien> (for I don't doubt bat you gave the gentle* 

men encouragement enough to come home with you) 

yoa look'd as if you belongM to » cellar* in foroe of the 

alleys you were hunted through, and had been cater* 

. WBwlrng in all the kennels of the tOwa. 

H^it. That was an unfortunate night indee<f. 

Ti^z. WelU deliver every good woman's child, I fay, 
from fuch d^ggle-tail'd cpurfes as thefe are; what will 
be the end of 'em, I befeech you? You will make your* 
felf as odtoQS in a little time, as you endeavour to make 
every body elfe: this is not the way to get a hulbandf 
the men know too much of you already, to defire an/ 
more of you. 

Iflf» 1 don*t fet up for a hufband. 

Tfas:» Marry come up here ! you ma/ have an oceafioff 
for an hufband, when you can't get one. Hufbands arcr 
not aUays to be had at a month's warning, to finifii an* 
other manV works what, 'tis beneath the chirader^f » 
(he wit, I fuppofe, to be eonliaiit: or is a hufband out 
of fafbion witn yoa, forfooth ? another woman's hus- 
band can go down with you to my knowledge, and t^tt 
ugly a ro|ue too, with as hanging a countenance, as £ 
cou'd wi£ {any villain 1 had a mtnd to be rid of«— -« 
your diverfion, as yoo call htm> 

fFii. O fpare my fliame, I own he it ny curfes doom'^ 
for tny pUgQ9 and pleafure. 

Tiaz. Spare your (hame { I'll fay tint fbr ypa, yoir 
have not been fpariag of any endeavour that cou'd bring 
a fliame any way into the family* wherever you *Hv*d^ 
yet ; if there was ever a fool fofc enough to throw it 
upon. All your relations know you, and are afraid to 
have you in a houfe with 'em ; and 1 fuppofe you are^ 
very well pleas'd to be from under their roof; to have- 
your fellows come after you to my houfe at they do f 
and as I am fool enough to allow of. 

fFii, For no harm, coufin, 1 hope-. 

Teaz, Perhaps you think it no harm; and^ indeed, tr 
tao't ejffily do you any harm : but, I'm fure, 1 have dne^ 
of my nieces already undone, by your brrnging her ac- 
quaiirted with fonie of 'em* 1 was^rc^d^to' ixurty her,. 
' ;- C 4- ypu* 
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yoa know, below her rank (for the ufual reaToo of ihh 
end of the town) iflco the city, where 'twas lefs fcan* 
' dalous, the wives there havitig a charter for what they 
dO' And now Fanny ^ a v<Ty gkl, when I have provid- 
ed a hufband, and all, for her, (for (he muft have a 
hufb.and,) (he takes after her fiftcr; (as a little thing 
will iiihke a precedent for what we are indiri'd to^) fhc 
takes after her fiftep, Ifay, aad is unfortunately engaged 
in a paffion for Mr. PP^iUiMg: and how to prevent it— 

Wif» Indeed, I OJuft acknowledge, 1 was, in a great 
raeafure, the unfortiwiatc caofc of my coa(>n Biddy^t mif- 
carriage; but for my coufin Fanfjy rely upon me; no- 
thing (hall come on'tj lam now going to Mr Wiling, 
on that account; and have (ent a note to («cure him at 
hl^ lodgings 'till I com^. 

iuttr Betty. 

fVtfz. Well, Where's this girl? Why does not ibc 
come, when I fend for her ? 

Bttty, Madam, (he went to fix-o*c!ock prayers^ and \% 
act come back yet. 

7ea%. God*8 bodikins ! has ihe got the trick on't? of 
aba(ing the church into the place of aiBgnation already? 
Wilding has carry'd her home with him that's certain : 
get yoa gone after her ; may be you may prevent his 
wicked deiign on her. Go, go, and redeem her, tkn? 
you leave yourfelf in her room. 

Wit. I'm oblig'd to you, truly, madam. 

Teaz,l dare venture you, you'll not be in love with Mm ; 
you'll give him as good as he brings ; and, let the word 
come to the wor(V, you have liv'd too long in the town, 
to be uneafy for any man ; or be concerned beyond the 
pleafure and convenience of the intrigue. Therefore I 
may venture yoa, a little time goes a great way in this 
bufinefs; de iver her, and I won't find fault with you, 
thffc three days. you ftiall do wb-it jou pleafc [£xe^ 



SCENE 
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SCENE Mr. Friendairi 'hyfi^ 

Mrs. Frlendall f§Ilonning Mr. FriendalL 

. Mn, Fri. 'NtLy, Mr. FriendalU I know what you m\t ' 
ebje^l ta me ; but you mail hear me out* The concern 
aod care of your reputation is as dear to me^ as it can 
be tender to you; fince I muft appear to the world, only 
in that rank of honour which yoir arc pleas'd* to maia^ 
tain. 

Mr.Fri. Why, madam, you have as handfome an equr<r 
page as any man's wife in town, that has a father alive. 

Mrt» Fri. This^muft not«put me off*. I fee you- make' 
little of the matter, to hide it from my fears ; and there' 
indeed you're kind r but 'tis in vain to think of conceal- 
TDg from me what you intend ; from what you ought to* 
do, I know what you will do, after fo bafe a wrong. 

Mr* Fru A dmaken extravagance, the fellow wi^bc? 
forry for't, when he's fobcr— 
Mrs. Fri. If you woa'd flay 'till then^ 
Mr. Fri. And beg my pardon. 
Mrs Fri. That he fliali do, if that woa'd fatisfy yom 
Mr. Fri. Satisfy me !' 

Mrs, Fr/, And let it fatisfy you; it ought to fatisfyyott' 
from fuch a one. For, I believe he wou'd not have 
quarrel I'd any where elfc^, nor there neither, but upon 
the profpedl of being prevented, or parted, or fecur'4' 
over night, in order to beg^ pardon^ in the morning« 
Mr. Fri. Ay, madam, but confider— — 
I4rs. Fri. Pny confider me, Mr. Friinsfall,l'mn^faSef 
tvexy way, if you proceed to a. revenge ; in your dan^ 
ger which muft be mine; in my bonOuri which ought' 
to be .more yours than to expofe it ihpon every little 
occafion.— ^«-Come, oome, in other things you have a/ 
good opinion of my condufi, pray let n>c govern here;^ 
you may be afifnr'd, I'll. do nothing to leflen you ; th'e^ 
fatisfadlion (hall be as public as the aiTront. Leave it to • 
me for once, I will not be deny'd— — He. it -not worths 
jK>ur danger. 
Mr. Fri. WelJy yoo fliall gevera me* 

C 5, Mrs.Fri^' 
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34 r Sir Wi V E s JExcwrp^; tffr 

Itrsk Frk What, yoa are a marr/d mftP« i«dh»ve a 
good eftate iSttUed uponyoa.; apd Aou'd not be aceount- 
abk to every idle rakehell, that hai a mind to eftablifli 
a renown, from being;tronblorom« to public places. 

Mr^ Fri, What theo wou'd >oa propofe ? 

iMrr. Fru A fmall reqoefl ; not to ftir abroad, fipr b» 
At home to any body, 'till you hear from me, 

Mr^ Fri^ I promife yoo 1 won't^— [Exiu 

Mrs. Fri. 1 dare take your word : hit tanenrU laft 
night, and backwardnefs this morning, in Kfenting that 
blow,, fatisff me that he is not in a fever for fighting : 
I don't know that he is a coward ; . bat having thefe 
-neafona to fafpefi him,. I thought this was my beft way 
tohiader him from difcovering himfelf: for if he had 
hetaay'd that bafcnefs tor me, I (hou'd defpife him % and 
can I love the man I nuft defpife I brother, I fent for 
you' " [%rin^a»e t§ b*r^ 

Sprhg. Tamake np thi» quartel I know, and I come 
CO lend a helping hand to the work, I deiign to be a fe* 
cond in the buiinefs. 

Mrs, Fri, You mufl be my fecond then, fori have 
takei> the qoarrcl upon me* 

Spring. With all my heart, I 'gad ;. we, who live all 
^he fummerfor the public,, flion'd live in the winters foP 
ourfelves ■■ "■ 

Mrs, Fri* And the women,, good captain^— 

Spring, That's living for ourfelves, for 'tis not livings 
without 'cm: and a duel. bow might bat interriipt a- 
month of other buiinefs perhaps^ that would be more^ 
agreeable to my conftitgtion, I aiTure you: then we are: 
to have no fighting irfeems ? 

Mrs, Fri. For reafons FU tell yoa hereafter. 

Spring. Nay there was no great danger of it; I have- 
fbund oat the gentlemen'^ lo^ing8,.aad chacader. We 
ihall ftrike up a peace before a bottle lo an^end* 

Mrs. Fri. This challeage muft be delivered at* from 
him ; I truft the management to you : only take thisia: 
advice, that Mr. Friegdali wants your aSftance within ;. 
you muft (land by him, and oblige the gentleman to 
make him fatisfaAioa^ without briogiog his perfon ioi 
filanger*. . S^ring^ 
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. - SpfUkg. i miilerihiifd yoii«ttnd he fliali &tisfy htot, or mew- 
Mri. Fri.^ See him faci&fy'd; and Til fatisfy you wfih* 
ibmedtittg fiiall be better toa you^i^er brother than the-* 
falfe muAers of a winter's quarteVb 

Spring. 1 warrant yoa» ^artr»- 

iUF/>» Fri. Whatever I think of kinir I mall aot let him* 
fall into the contempt of the town : every little fellow^ 
i know» will be cenforionfly inquiiitive, and maliciouflf 
witty, upon another man's cowardice, outof the pieafure* 
of finding as great a rafcal as himfelfl How dtfpicablr 
a condition ntuft that matrimony be, when the huihand< 
(jwhom we look upon as a fan^nary for a woman^s hp- 

• Bour) mnft be oblig'd to the difcretioa and nanagwnenr 
of a wife, for th^ fecurity of his own ! have a care of 
fhinking that way ; for in a marry'd (late,.as in the pob- 
lic, we tie oarfelves op,- indeed ; bot to be prote^ed itt> 
our perfons, fortunes, and honours, by thofe very lawa^ 

. tiiat reftrain us, in other tlHngs ; for few will obey, butx 
fpr-che bei^efit thjBy receive from the goverament---^ 

Enttr Servants 
Ser^K Madam, Mr. Lo^fimort"^ [0»is 9utw 

Mr^. FrL Lovmtori here ! 1 know he cornea to tempr 

me to rebel ^ but I'm prepared (or him*-— Good mou^w 

Mr. L^fvtmon*' 

Enur Lovemore: 

£ovr« Icon'd not expe£l toffee yoar liidyihip fo eai^- 
]y : i come to Mr. Fri$ndidlr 

Mrs* Fri* May I thank you for the vifit ?f 

Lovi. I come as a friend, you may be fure,. madam r 
where your honour's concern'd, I can k be anenemiy* 

Mrs* Fpsi Not^ lealbnably, indeed^ to any man thalP 
wou'd injiut tt^ itnoe yod are.aprofefs'dieoemy^ 

Lo<v$^ An eaemy! 

ilfrj. Prk Unkfs yoa wUl aEaw no body to ruin it^ 
bot youtfdfi % 

ZiMw. Indeed, I woidd allow no body to defend it 

batmyftlf, if I had the keeping of it ; but a haff ier 

C 6^ tM» 



d by Google 



36 T?# Wives Exctr^lr ^, 

iMn has^^ that ,title> and I tan only hcf6to M a ieeond 
In youR ftrvicc. 

M^/. F^i: I thank yon for the fenrice you dcfigti met 
but tbat happier man^ as you calf him, who has the 
tiltl^y will maintain it, it (terns; for he, and my brother 
S/rN^ami, J*<n afraid, arc gone about it already. 
£eve. Gone, madjim f* 

M^j. Frg\ An hour ago, before I had notice to prevent 
'^^m : for Mr Frundali, you mav be {^ft^ was^ impatiene 
for an occafion of righting htmfelf. 

tiroe. I migllt have thought fb| indeed, madam*; 
would I had come fooner. 

Mrs, Fri* You may yet be ferviccable to me, fir, tho*^ 
yon arc too late for Mr. Friendall. 
Lo^e. How, madam, I bcfcech you ? 
Mrs. Fri. By endeavouring to prevent 'em : youare ac* 
qoainted with the ways Of recouciling matters of 'this- 
mnourable nature. I atn going to make an intereft 
whh^ a kinfman, a colonel of the guards, my(elf,"to 
fecure 'em. Let your good nature in this be a proof o0 
your friend Ihip; and command me. to my power ■■ 

[Exit, 
l^ovi* Fi'event 'cm f^ yesi yes ; that I mufl do for mysr 
own fake ; for if he (bould behate hi mfelf better than i 
imagin'd he would, it may fecure him in hiswife^^ 
cfteem» and only rain me. with her, who laid the de« 
fign. \Exit^ 

S C E N E Wilding'/ hdgingsi 

£niir Wilding, and his man* 

VtUi Have you difpos'd of her ? 

Sifu, Safe into a^ chair, fir : ft«^s jogging homeward' 
li^er by a' maideBbcad, I prefame^ than ihe came, 
fir. 

WiU. Tb^ lofs is not fo. lights but ibe^ay feel it. 

$trv* Heavy enough, perhaps, nine months hence, £#• 
B ot h»ve yonfent ever a Ik alpsg^ with hei t 

^iiV» How,^firiah? 
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5#^^, Pftrctoiv m9f fit : bo( that X believe your Moonf 
was fparing of your confcienccy in faying any things and 
fwcariog w% that (he* had a niad to bdieve. . 

^//^« That you may fwesr, indeed. 

^ror. Bat ihe'ft gone away ib very well fatiffyM wifii 
what yoa have r;ik]d aad clone to her, fhe's above* iaveoC'* 
iDg a lie for herfelf : the &rii angry word they give 
liev At home, I fuppofe, yon may hear of her; a hwck- 
aey-coach removes her» and her commodes, upon vety 
little warning ; and 1 cxpe^ when (he will (end in half.« 
dozen band^boxes, to take polTeflton of your lodgings. 
But, pray, fir, if I may be fo bold 

fTM Yes, yci ; at this time you may be fo bold t the 
fervice of yoor wit fecures you the privilege of yeer 
jeft. 

Serv, Then, pray fir, why did you take fo much pofiaa 
to perfiiade this young creature to come away from bar 
aunt, when 1 know you never dtfign to take care of her 
yourfelf? 

f^iU. Why, 'faith«'I can*t make you a vtfy good 
anf>¥er i. but the bed reafon I know of, is, (befides the 
lepumtion of undoing her) it looks kind, at the time, 
to talk of providing for the woman that does oner the 
faveor. 'Twas a x^ry plaufible argument, to cozen bar 
into a confent ; level to my defign of lying with her, and 
carry'd to the very mark of love. 

Sirnf. Indeed it cofts nothing to promife, when no* 
thing can oblige you to pay : and if (he depends upon it,, 
at her peril ; 'tis flie will be difappointed, not you ; the' 
ten to one, poor little rogue, from t|;ie fondnefs of her 
own inclinations, fhe guefT^s at yours : and fancies, from 
the courtefy (he has doi>e you, you will be fo civil* a 
geatteman, to marry her. 

M^iA^. Not nnhkely $ there's none of thefe young girls, 
(let a man's charafter be never fo loofe among 'em*) but^ 
from one vanity or other, will be cneourag'd to defign 
and ventare upon him : and tho' fifty of their acquain- 
tance have (tii'n in*the experiment, each of them will ^ 
ftill imagine (he has fomething particular in her perfoo, 
fbrfooth, to reclaim and engage him to herfelf. So 
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SNA of 'em mifcarry iip«ft ibe'projtdl dfgttti&j; imf^^ 
bands. 

S^ffv. Gad forgive me for iWearing:; bat, as I hope to- 
be favM, and that's a bold word for a footman, I beg 
your pardon ; there's a kdy below, in a vizard, to (peak 
with yon. [Exif» 

Wild. Get yoo gooe, ybu rafcal; beg her pardon, and 
leave to wait upon her; fhe would have been admitted, 
in lefs time, to a privy, cooafelloi's levee, though he had 
. laid afide the bofinefs of the nation to aasape her'sr 
This muft be the letter-lady: (he comes a litne inifea- 
fonable, if fhe knew all : if fhe has experience enough 
to allow for fome nataral mifcarriages, which may hap- 
pen to the beginning of an amour, I may pacify her 
that way : 'tis bat fwearing heartily, damning the mo« 
defty of my cooAitution, laying its faults upon an over-- 
lefpefl to her, and promifing better things lor the fa-^ 
ture: that us'd to be a current excufe ; but 'tis the wo^ 

snen's fault if it pafs too often upon 'em rli fhe^ 

prove an old acquaintance, the coldnefs of the enter- 
tainment will fecure me from the perfecution of her vi« 
fits, hereafter ; but if it be a face 1 never faw, I may ufe* 
her well enough yet, to encourage her to another ap- 
pointments So every way does my buiiiiefs, whatever 
becomes of the ladies [ Witwoud rw/^r/ fflr«/iV.]. O, 

madam, 1 beg your pardon— «— 

Wii. No excufes, good fir ;. men of employment are 
above good breeding ; and 1 fee you have a great deaf 
upon your hands. 

Wild. I am a man of bufinefs, indeed, madam ; and, 
as you were pleas'd to fignify in your letter, my prac- 
tice lies among the women : what can I do for you ? 

Wit. Can't you tell what, fir I You are not the man* 
I took you for : but you are like our fonune^tellers,. 
who come into our fecrets more by our own lolly, in 
betraying ourfelvesr than by any fkill^or kaOwledge of 
their own. 

Wild. Indeed I fhould ha'« proceeded, as moflof thofe 
.fellows do, fet out impudently at Erft, taken feverai 
.things for granted (as that yoa ware no.maid^ and fo- 

forth^^ 
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CucKOf.^! -M^kE Themsblvbs. 29 

Ibrtk) TCfttiir'd brtilily At evtty tling* and fomttUng 
might have happen'd to pleafe you. 

Wk^ Did the lady> jaft gone away from yoo, find 
it h ? 

fn/J. She had what (be came for : yo« wonld take it 
ill to lofc your labour yoorfelf, madam. 

#^ She f enlor'd at every thing, as briiUy. aa yea 
.€Ottld» si foppofet fir I 

Wild. 'Ti« a towardly girl indeed, and cosies on finely;. 
.1 have no leafon to complain, of iQiiag. my lai)oor upoir 
her: file's ready for running away rrom her relations 
already* Are you not a little that way inclin'd I Come, 
come, if yon have any troables upon your fpints, child— 

IfCit. You can remove 'em into the flefli, I wanaat 
.yooi. 

WilJ. If you have ever a hufl)and, that lies heavy 
ipoa yoar coafcience, I have a cordial will drive the 
diflemper from your heart. 

Wk. Why that's kind indeed, to make foaM room for 
the lover : bat this is not my diilemper : I coald re- 
folve it myfelf, if I had a huiband, whither I would 
aoake him a cuckold, or no: but 1 lye nndcf a difficulty 
of difpofiog of a maidenhead. 

IVild. There I muH refolve yon, that cafe I oftei» 
handle. 

Wit* But hear it, I befeech you, before you decide it. 

Wild, That would do well in Wtftmnfitr^ball^ J granr 
you, hot in puoceedings of this naciire, we are always 
on the plantiff's fide ; let the fober party £giy what they 
can to the reafon of the thing ; you are certainly in the 
^ight, OA pleafing yourfelf. 

WM. 'Twill come to thati I believe : for you mnft. 
Itaow,. fir» that being under the dikretion and tyranny 
•f an old annt--— 

IVild^ You udll naturally rua away from her. 

Wiu And being confiderable enough, to be followed 
ior my fortune— — 

Wild. Yoa will ceruinly be betray'd, and fold by her-^ 

Wit.., Ta fome l)Oob> ofher owu^ breed^. who paying 

too 
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4Q. • Tii Wives JLxcu «.e i tf>j, 
tooMtlcUr for ihe pui^hWc, will *iindQ UmiW/f to oiufe 

^/</r Come, come, yoa are now under my care, 'u% 
my fault, if you mjfcarry.— <— 

.if^k. And mine too, if I do. 

ffliJ. Let me be your truftee^-* — 

fP7t, Indeed the woman ihould cheat the man, 9$ 
much as (he can, before marriage, becaufe, after ic, htr 
kaa a title of cheating her as long as foe lives, 

H7/4i. If yoa can't make over your money, makeover 
your—— 

fnt. Common^ conveyances both in our fex, iir. 

H^sU* A maidenhead's a jewel of no value in mairr- 
• agf . ... 

IFit, 'Tis never fet down indeed, in the particular cf 
a woman's eftate. 

fF$id, and therefore leaft mifs'd by a huiband^ of any 
thing ihe brings along with her. 

JB^/. If iocbed, by the articles of mi^rriage, a man^ 
Aottld covenant for a maidenhead, the woman, in a le- 
gal faoneHy, ought to fatis fy the bargain ;. but the mtiSk 
«ever mention that, for fear of infiaming the jointure. 

WiLL And the women never put 'em upon'c. 

Wit* Out of a confcienee in their dealingsto be fure^. 
for fear they fhould not always be able to be as good aa 
their words. 

^7M 1 iee, madam^we differ only in our fexes ; and< 
now, if you-pleafe, we will beget alright andeidaoding 
be^een themtoow 

H^f. How, {it\ 
^WM rUihewyou how: have a care what yo«.4o» 
madam ; 'tia a very dilBcult roaiter, let me tell you, to 
ttf^h, a man handfbmely : look ypu, madam» I would 
have you make a decent remittance, a little of it enhancea 
the favour, and keeps^ up the vaJue of our perfoo ; bu^ 
teiO moch on't if an undervaluing of mine. Nay, nay, 
when. it once comes to ^ghdtig, you often ruin wluu 
^iltWM'd raife* Struggling too long, is a$ much to yonr 
oiftd«#nuge».aa>iiot iiraggiing 4$ 9U1 aodyou koow^'tia* 

tbcc 
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ms his being incapable to oblige her-— »come> comv^ 
cnoughof cms— — ' 

fflf. So I fay too, fir, tiiejeft will go tid furtlwr,' f 
fee. \UnmaJku ^^ dulines inU ^ n^/pi^ /# h^r. 

lyilJ. Mrs. Witvccud! I did not cxpedl lo f«c you 
here, ihdeed, tnadam. 

lVtt,\ cameupon bafindi, Mr. Wildings but thetemp** 
tation of a vizard maik, and the pleafore of prtting 
upon fuch an oetation, has carried me a little beyond it. 

Wild. I am oblig'd to you for a great deal of wir^ 
whatever elfc you defign me by this vlfit. 

Wit. Which now you hardly thank me fbr$ ftnce'Ms 
impoflible for an old acquaintance co anfwer yoorex-^ 
peflations of a new face. 

Wild, To (hew how 1 ralae^yedr vifit, and the ivgard 
1 have for yoa, I will giip^fome n^cd^ry d^dert in the 
family, to prevent your being feeD in my lodgisgs, and 
wait upon you again* \E)cH. 

JVii, By this eittraordinary eare of my reputatlotty I 
find he has nodefim upon it himfelf : not that I liave 
any defign upon Mr. Wilding ; but I am forrj^ to fim),. 
that every man has not a defign upon me \ for 6nce want 
is the rate of thingSi I know no real y$)m€ of reputatton» 
hut in regard of common women, who have none $ no 
extraordinary worth of a maidenhead, but as*ti& a temp» 
tation to the man to take it away ; and the bed com- 
mendation of virtue is, that every man has a defign to 
put it to the trial. It vexes me tho% to tbibkhe (houHl 
grow fo tame upon the fight of me ; not that I believe 
1 had any thing in my fAce that alterM him ; fbnyething 
did, that's certain ; by which I find 'tis not enough for a 
womfin to be handfome, there muft be a probability of 
making that handfome woman kind, to make a man in 
lave with her, for no man is in love without fome en- 
couragement to hope upon : now from one of my chi- 
radler, who have impertinently prated away fo much of 
my time, (in fetting up for a wit, to the ruin of other 
f eople'a pkafure, and the Icfs of my own) what eneon- 

ragemeot 



d by Google 



42 The Wives E'x" c u s t : ^, ' 

ragement or probability can there be, but that, as I have 
livM a fool, I ought to die repeating, unpity'^d, and .« 
maid : if I had dy'd a maid, 'tis but what I deferv'd for 
laughing To many honed gentlemen ofF their charitable 
defign of making me otherwife. 

Wilding enters to her* 

Wild. Now, madam, you command me. 

Wtt* It ihal] be to do yourfelf a favour then, Mr* 
Wildings to rid you of an incumbrance, which lies ai 
heavy upon your pleafurea, as a wife upon her huflfand. 

IVild, O defend roe from a wife 1 

Wit. And from a fll'y millrcfs, fir, the greater bur- 
then of the two: a wife you may lay afide, but a foolifb 
fond millrefs will hang about yoa like your confcience, 
to put you ia mittd of your fins, before you are willing 
to repent of 'em : you know whom 1 m^an, Mr. Wtld* 
i»g ; you may tuiift me with the ftcret, beeattfe 1 know xi 
already. 

Wild. Thai'aone very good reafon irtily, madam. 

Wiu My cottfia F^tnnf indeed is ytty well in her per? 

Wild. Patgledon't. 

Wit. Very ^ell to hfi lik'd I nifan. 

WiU. I meaa fo too» mtdam i tho' I Have knows t 
clap roiAaken for a maidenhead be&fe nov. {A/idt* 

Wit. B9t (he's a girl, aod I can g«efi how y^ty anfit 
a girl mud be to give you any denre beyond undoing 
ber; for I know your temper fo wflU (oQW you have fii* 
tisfy'd the curiofity or vanity of your love) you would 
not bear the punifliment of her company another day, to 
have the pleafure of it another night, whatever you have 
faid to perfuade her to the contrary. 

Wild. Fie, madam ; think better of me. 

Wit. Better nor worfe than I do of all the yonng men 

in town : for 1 believe you would now refign her to any 

'^body elfe, with as much fatisfiadion as yop got her for 

• yourfelf s I know moft of thofe matters end in ^he be- 

nefia-of the public ; and a little of your ill ufage (which 

yoa will take care to fupply her wichal] may make her 

one 



d by Google 



Cu(;koi.ds m.,a]ce Thbu'sbites. 43 

one of the common goods of (be town ; but that's a ruin 
I would prevent if I comM : therefore* to fave you the 
labour of getting rid of her (for that's th« only deAga 
you have now upon her, Vm fure) 1 came (o.rpaic 
your good-nature the trouble, by making you a very fair 
offer. 

JViId. Let's fee how reafonable you can be» in another 
body's bargain.. 

. fTtt, Very reafonable you (hall find me, if you will 
but give over your farther attempts upon her, (whick- 
now you may eafily be perfuaded to I fuppofe) and con- 
tribute, by your aiHftance, to 9>y defign of marrying her ; 
J will engage myfelf and intereil (which you know is 
very confiderable in my own fex) to ferve you in any 
Other woman of my acquaintance. 

ff^iU. Faith, madam, you bid like a chapmaA. 
. ^iV. Any wo^an, of any family or condition* the beft 
friend I have Pll befriend, yoa in, and thank you iiatP^ 
the bargain. 

. fFiJii. Stay, let me poi^^er which w 

r W^. {(ut take ^his advice along with. you; ralfe the 
fceoe of your affairs abov^ the conqueft of a. girL 
Some of you fparks thinks if you can but compafs • 
maidenhead, though bsut ypar |aylor*s da(«^hter's» yoir 
liave fett)€^ a rep^tatioa fof ever« Why, fir, there are 
yiaidenbeads ainpog the women of quality, thojugh 
not ia many perhaps ; but there are favxMur^ of ill kindi 
to be had among 'em ; aa eafily brought aboat, and at the 
^n^priqe of pains, that you can,purc|iafeachaml)er* 
paid'^r 

WiU» I'm glad you tell me fo« 
. Wiu Why, thpre's Mrs. Niwl^vtrnd her coofin TrtU' 
gamif Mrs* Jrtift^ Mrs, Di^MCir^ lady Smiriih lady W^d^ 
mon ; aad twenty rnocf qf your acqiiainiance and mine^ 
all ^try fai% women to the eye— ~ 1 
.. WUdm And of rjeput^tioi^ to tM worlds 

Wit, Why thofe \try women of reputation to the 
world have every one of 'em, to my certain knowledge, 
. an intr^ue upon. their hands,, at this veiry time ; for I'la 
intimate with alLof 'eo)* 

Wild. 
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' ■ /#7// I fee you arc. 

M^i. Bttt, as fine as they feem td the eye, Mr. fTz/d^- 
iftg, what with the falfe comp]exioQs of thciv (kins, their 
hair and eye*brows; with other defedts about 'etn, which 
I maft not difcover of my frieAds^ you know ; with their 
flinking breath in the morning, and other unfavory 
fmclls all the day after, they are m oft cf them intoler- 
able to any man that has the ufe of his Dofe> 

f^i/d. That I could not believe indeed^ but tbat yoa 
tcl! me Co. 

IFif. Then thfre*« Mrs. Fatialt^ a very fair woman in- 
deed, and a gieat fortune i as much in fhapeas you fee 
her, I have been a godmother to two of her children, and 
Ihe palTcs for a very. good maid Oill. 

H^Hd. She pafsM upon me \ aflure you 5 for I was very 
near marrying her myfelf once. 

iVit, Chufe where you pleafe, bat I would DOtidvife 
you to any I have nam'd yet. 

Wild. Is there any hopes of Mrs. FrUndaHf 

Wit. Little or none, yet a whlje, 1 believe t Mr. I^tri- 
m9rt has at prefent engaged her : but there's mv coufi» 
Sightly! Lord, that I Aould forget her fo lon|f that I 
fliould be fo backward in ferving a friend f fte is the fit* 
teft woman in the world for yoo ; the mbft convenient 
for your purpofe in all the town \ eafy !n her humour 
and fortune, and able to ttiake her k>ver fo every way $ 
ihe fliail be the woman. 

Wtld, Would you would mike her fo. 

I^/A I can and will make her fo. We IhaH walk in 
the Mali this morning, if you think fit to be there, it 
may introduce the acquaintance. 

iFild. I'll but drefs, and be with yotf. 
* Wit. I don't doubt, but in a little time, to rive you an 
opportunity, and tl^e lady an indihatidn of having it 
improved, but that rouft be your bufinefs : Tm a-gbing 
about mine, to make her a vifit. Remember onf bar* 
gain, fir. . [£x//» 

Wild. I warrant you : 
Let whore-mafters rejoice ; the times muR mend. 
If every woman has but fudi a ^tend. . \Bxiu 

ACT 
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ACT III. SCENE I. 
SCENE RufflsV Lodgings. 

Enter Ruffle an J Servant. 

Huf. A GentlemaQ to fpeak with ipe! I am gone ta 
jfjL Bcnflead'd4Vint to the horfc*match. 

Serv. There's no match therek fir, this fortnight. 

Ruf. Not this fortnight ! 1 had forgot myfelf : but yoa 
fnay fay, I went one oy five in the morning, and yoii 
don't know when I come back. Go, tell him fo. 

Serv, I have told him already you were within^ fir. 

Rttf. Pox on him, what roanrjer of man is he ? Does 
he look like a man of buiinefs } 

Ser*u» Not much like a man of bafinefs. 

Ruf. No, I warrant you ; fome coxcombjy companion 
or other, that vifits in a morning ; and makes other peo- 
ple idle, not to be idle himfelf. But can't you tell whal 
he would have with me ? 

S^rv, rU a(k him, if you ple^fe. 

Ruf. He may be a mefTenger for ought I know. 

Strn/, ril bring an account of him. [Exit. 

Rtif, Wosld he were a mefTenger 1 I could be con- 
tented to pay the fees, to be fecur'd in the hands of the 
government for a fortnight. Well, this guilt is certainlv 
yeiy terrible. The blow I gave FrhndaU was a very ill 
thing done of me; it lies heavier upon my conici^nce 
this morning, than it did upon his face laft night. 

Servant re 'inters. 

Serv» His name Is captalp Springame : you know his 
l)a£nei6, he fays. 

Ruf. Yes, yes, I guefs at it : I thought what it wou'd 
come to. Shew him up to me. [Exit Seri/ant. 

I mull do as well as I can. {Strips inta bis gown and cap» 
There rcoii^es no fiood of being too forward upon thefe oc- 
casions-^ — 'twill require fome time to drefs again ; 'tis 
gaining time at leaft. 

Etner 
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Enter Springame, 

Spring* Good morrow, fir, I have a fmall bill upOn 
you here. 

Ruf, A challenge I fuppofe. 

Spring* Payable at fight, as yoa will find it. 

Ruf, You take me uDprovided, yoa fee, fir, to anfwer 
you dt fight. 

Spring* V\\ ftay 'till you drefs, fir, if that be all, ta 
bave yoa along with me. 

Ruf. Ay, ay, fir, I'll go along with yoa ; never doubt 
it, fir; yoa fiian't fiay long for me ; I may drefs time 
enoagh for fomebody, if that be your bafinefs; I'll do 
the gentleman reafon, I warrant him. 
• Spring, We aflc no more, fir. 

i^tt/^ You are his friend, I foppofef 

Spring, At your friend's fervicc: I fervc upon thefe 
^cafions fomettmes, by way of (econd) or fo, when ( 
^ant employment of my own. 

i?«f. Is fighting your employment ? 

Spring. 'Tis a foldier's employment. 

Ruf. Why, really, fir, I beg your pardon, I'm fofry I 
mufl: difappoint you ; I never make ufe of a fecond ; 
«fpecially in fuch a quarrel as this is i where I am fo 
mueh in the wrong already, that I am almoft unwilling 
to engage in it any farther myfelf : where is your friend, 
pray ? 

Spring. Below in a coach, fir. 

Rttf, O dear fir, don't let him wait upon me, bring 

him up, I befeech you and d'ye hear, fir, I'm loath 

to juftify an ill thing, if he is refolv'd to be fatisfy'd, why 
with all my heart, nr, I'll give him the^fatisfa^ion of a 
gentleman, I'll beg his pardon ; pray tell him fo. 

lExTt Springaroe. 

Rt//. If fighting be his employment, wou'd he were at 

It, or any where elfe, and I fairly rid of him : I cou'd 

difcover now that Lovemore (et me on to affront him ; 

' that wou'd throw the quarrel upon Lovemore : but then 

Lovtm^rt kndm me^ and I muft expert to be fcurvily 

us'd 
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vsM by bim if I do : hang bafenefs ; 'tis bat begging 
pardon at lafl. 

Springatne iHUrs wi/h Mr, Friendall. 

Sprhg, A very civil gentleman, brother, he is not the 
man yoo took him for. 

Pijf. No indeed j fir, the cnptain's in the right ; I nev^f 
jnftify an ill thing. 

Mr. Fri. 'Tis very well you don't, fir, 

Ruf, I am more a man of honour, I aflure you, fir, 

Mr. Fri. I (hall be glad to find ydo fo. 

Ruf, Sir, yoa (hall find me fo ; I fcorn to do an ill 
thing as miich as any man ; I was laft night in the 
wrong, as every man is fometimes ; and I'm forry for't*: 
what would yon have more, fir ? 

Afr. Fri, That is not enough, iir, f muft have more. 

Ruf, Why, I beg your pardon, fir. 

Mt\ Fri, What's begging my pardon, fir, for fu<;h a 
public affront ? 

Spring, So, now he grows upon him. [^fiJf» 

Mr, Fri. That won't do my bufinefs, begging my 
pardon : my reputation's at (lake, and that muft be fa- 
tisfy'd before you and I part, (3r. 

Ruf, Lord, fir, you are the flrangeft man in the world ; 
you won't oblige mc to juftify an ill thing, wouM you ? 

Mrl Fri. Damme, fir, what do you- mean, not to gire 
me fatisfadlion ? 

Ruf. I mean, fir, to give you any fatisfaflion in rea- 
fon ; but I can't fight againft my confcience if I were tO 
be hang'd, fir, not I. 

Spring. No, brother, that's a little too hard upon the 
gentleman : you fee his confcience won't fufier him to 
fight with you. 

Mr. Fri, Damn bim and his confcience ; he made no 
confcience of afironting me. 

Spring. But his conicience has fiown in his fkce fince^ 
it feems. 

Mr. Fri. And now he finds it only in his fears. 

Springs Come, come, you niay be fatisfy'd without 
fighdag, • 

^ Mr* 
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' Mr» Fru If yoa think {Of brother--—^ 

Lovemore enters and joins 'uith FriendalK 

Love. Pox on't, they're here before ine% 

Ru/, Capcaifl, Til beg year friend's pardon, in any 
public place, at the muiic-meeting, if he pleafes 

Spring, That's /laying too ion|;.for't. 

Ruf, Or in full Mali^ before the beaux, or the officers 
of the guard ; or at WtlPs coffee- houfe before the wits^ 
or in the playhoufe, in the pit, be/bre the vizard- mafks, 
and orange- wenches ; or behind the fcenes, before the 
women aSors ; or any where elfe, but upon the (I age ; 
and you know, one wou'd not willingly be a jeft to the 
upper galleries r 

Mr, Fri, You hear what he f«iys, Mr. L^vimere* 

Love. I'll do you juftice, fir. 

RuJ\ If none of thefe offers will ferve his tarn, 
[Seeing Lovemore he takts heart a 
Sir, if your friend will be fatisfyM with nethine but ex- 
tremities, let him look to himfelf, let what will be the 
confequence | I muft do as well as I can with him. 

Z«a/#. So, he has feen me I find. [^^z* 

Spring, What the devil he won't fight at laft fure, \Jfide» 

Ruf, Sir, your mod humble fervant ; you guefs thefe 
gentlemen's bufinefs I fuppofe : I have^offer'd 'em any fa* 
tisfadtion in reafon : but taking me, as you fee, fir, at a 
difad vantage, two to one, nothing wou'd content 'em 
without expofing myfeif, as a r.fcal, to all the town, fir ; 
now, fir, you are more a gentleman I know, and they 
ihall be damn'd before I give 'em any other fatisfadlion, 
now I have a man of honour to itand by me. 

Love. Gentlemen, I came to reconcile you if I can ^ 
what fay you ? 

Springs He offerM juff now to beg my brother's par* 
don in the playhoufe. 

Rtrf", Make your beft on't ; I did fo, 
' Mr. Fri. Then let it be to-night in the £de»boXf be*> 
fore the ladies 

Rnf. With ail my heart, fir. 

Mr. Fri. For th^ are the part of the town that a man 
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ofpleafure fhould fecure a Fepatatron uithal. Your fer- 
vant fir. Lovimoref your humble fervant. 

[Fricndall <7»</Springame go out^ 

L9*vi, And had thou begg'd his pardon ? 

Ru/» And glad to come oiFfo: I was never fo put 
to^t, to bring my/elf off a quarrel before : it had been 
fanpoffible, if the c^iptain bad pot done a good office be^ 
tween us ; but I bore up as foon as 1 faw you. 

L»^i. But then 'twas too late. You had fneakinglf 
begg'd.his pardQn before: if you had feat to me ac firft-.' 
1 wou'd have brought you on cleverly : fuppofe he had 
carry'd vou behind Southampton houfe, which he never 
in tended, 'twas bat falling down, or dropping your 
fword, wh^o you came there, to have fav'd all : but noW 
you have ruin'd your own reputation, and my defign -up- 
on him for ever. ^ 

Ruf What couM I do ? He not only fent me a chaN 
leoge, but came himfelf to carry me along with him. 

Lo'ue, How ? Send you a challenge, and come with it 
himfelf ! tbat's^fomethingodd ; pray, let's fee the challenge. 

Ruf. There *tis; ma^ke your beft on't; the paper wtU 
make admirable crackers for a lord mayor's (how, every 
word in'c is as hot as gun-powder; I am glad I am rid. 
on't. {Bxif^ 

Lovi, If this be Friendallh ftile, 'tis mightily mended 
of late; I have a note of his about me upon Child, foe. 
money won at play: I'll compare 'em— 'Tis not his 
had neither— —Nay then there's more in't— — -This^ 

may be a ftratagem of his wife's I've feen her hand, 

and think this very near it : it mud fare fo : but then 
FriendaW^ coming for fati»fa£lion, is an argument h0 
might fend this challenge : but coming at the fame cimo 
with It himfeif, is an argument againfthim, that he knew 
nothing of the matter. For tho' he delivers his love-- 
letters, he wou'd hardly deliver his challenges himfeif 9 
and for his coming here, Springame might put him upon't, 
from a reafonable probability that this fellow was a raf- 
caU I don't know what to fix upon : this challenge will 
be of ufe to me with the lady : I'll take it for grantedl 
that fhe writ it, and proceed upon it accordingly. \^ExiN 

Vol, If. • D S C E N^E 
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SCENE changes to Si, James'/ Park. 

£/iter Mr, Friendall, Springaroe, Mrs. Friendalf, art J 
Mrs. Tcazall. 

1 Spring. Brother, if you have no farther fervicefor me^ 
I mi]{l tUi^k of employing myfelf, my walk lies another 
way. ' [Exit. 

Mrs, Fri,, I'm glad you're rid of this bufincfs fo hand*, 
fipmety Mr. FrUndalU and xhat Mr. Lovemon was by at 
]ms begging your pardon. 

Mr. Fri. When I undertake things of this kind, I al- 
ways ^o,thro' with 'cm. 

Mrs. Fri. This is very well over, and \ hope you will 
take care to keep oat of 'em for the future. 
. Mr, Fri, Every man has the misfortune of 'em fome- 
times, madam. . 

. fidrs, Fri. But 'tis a prudent man's part to keep out of 
the occafion of 'em : and, in order to't, Mr. Friendall^ I 
Gou'd wiih you wou'd not make your houfe, as you daily 
do, one of the public places of the town. 
1 Teasi. She's in the right on't indeed, Mr. Friindall % 
you are very happy in the difcretion of a good lady, if 
)rou know when you're well ; there are very few women 
wou'd quarrel with your good nature in this point, fir ; 
but (he has coo great a regard to her own and your re- 
pupation, you fee, not to apprehend the malice of ill, 
tongues upon the liberties you allow in your family ; 
the gt. ver part of your friends take notice of it already, 
ami let me lell you, fir, are-extremely concern'd. 

Mr, Fri, That they are pall thepleafures of good com- 
pany theniielvcs: why really, madam, I believe it; but 
they may Uy what they will, 1 Ihall do what I pleafe : I** 
live to myfelf, and not to the whimfical humour of the 
graver part of my friends, and fo you may tell 'em, good 
inadara,. from your humble fervant. [Going. 

MiS. Fri. You wont't leave us, Mr. Friindall? 
. Mr. Fri. ril go home with you like a good hufband,, 
9)adam : but no man of fafiiion, you know, wa'ks with 
\\% wife ; befides, there's a noble lord I rouft walk 
V^ith, ^ [Exit% 

y.M^^j. Fri^ Any thing to be rid of *my company. 
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Teaz. Why, how have the men, at this rate, the im- 
piKieDce CO think the women (hould not cukold 'em ! if 
I had fuch a hafband, as old as I am, a'my confcience, [ 
believe, I fiiou'd ufc him as he deferv'd : but that's fome 
comfort, ufe him as you pleafe, nobody will think yoa 
wrong him ; and let me tell you, 'tis a great thing to 
Have the town on one's fide. 
. Mrs* FH. rii keep *em (o, if I can. 

TenK* Nay, faith and troth, you have given him fair 
warning; if he won't take it, he mnfl anfwer himfelf for 
all the mifcarriages you can be guilty of in your condufl 
hereafter. 

Mn. fri. There's fomething more in that, Mr. Teasc^ 
alL [Exeunt^ 

Entir Lovemore and Well vile following ^tm. 

}FelL There's your Mrs. Friindall before us : I honour 
lier charader as much as Idefpife herhufband^s. 

L9<ue. Tho' he has 'fcap'd the public difcovery, if ihe 
knows him to be a coward, it does my bufinefs Hill as 
well. . 

fVtlL If I did not thipk him one, I wou'd put him to 
a trial he fhou*d not fo eafily get clear off, for putting a 
oote into Mrs. Sigbtlyh hand at the muflc-meeting* 

Lr^'ve. How ! 

WelL But I owe him a good turn for it. 

Lo*ve. It comes into my head, and you (hall pay him 
the good turn : what if you put Mrs. Sightly upon telling 
his wife of it? 

mil. Hal. 

Love* Yoa.oqghttodo it. 

WiH, I think \Q too my felf; and you may be fatisfy'd 
I'll do it ; more out of a regard to the woman I value fo 
nuch, than any defign of promoting your cuckolding 
the fool. 

Lo'ut, Good grave fir, the plot is never the worfe, I 
hope, for carrying your frioid's intereil along with the 
ladies. 

IVelL Makd your bcft ufe on't, LovemQrtt Tm con- 
tented we fcott'd thrive together. [Exiutt, 

D 3 Ent^r 
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Entir Mrs, Sightly and Witwoud afttr *tm. 

Wit. You are mightily injurM indeed, madam, to be 
perfuaded to come abroad, fo much to your difadvantage, 
fach a delicate morning as this is, fo much againft your 
inclinations : but you'll know your int'reft better, in a 
little time, and me for your friend, I fuppofe, when yon 
£nd the benefit of it. 

Sight, Nay, confin, the injury may be forgiven, for the 
pleafure of the walk, at this time of the year. 

Wtt. Why, the very walk is to be Hk*d, tho' there were 
nobody in it to like us : but thcre*s a great deal of good 
compiiny in the Mall, and I warrant you, we'll have oor 
ihare of the commendation of the place, in fpight of z 
ireflier faces : you are fure of your part of it already, ' 

Sight, How fo, good Mrs. iVitiJUQud ? 

Wit. Why, good Mrs. Sightly, there's Mr. Wtllvlh be- 
fore you. "^ 

Sight* My Platonic lover as you call him. 

Wit, And as you find him* 

Sight. \ think him very much ray friend. 

Wtt, Very much your friend I 1 grant you indeed, 
every woman, that is not wholly infcnfible, (and one 
would not be thought infenfibleyou know) every woman 
ought to have a Platonic pafKon for one man or other : 
but a Platonic lover in a man I is 

Sight. What pray ? 

Wit. Why, he is a very unmannerly fellow ; he is not 
wliat he (hould be, that's certain: as for the matter bf 
refpecl, which we keep fuch a clatter about, and feem 
to value fo much in the men, all that I know of it is, 
that if any man pretended to follow and like me, I (bbsid 
never believe what he faid, if he did not do fomethfng to 
convince me : I fhould think he affronted me extremely, 
if upon the fir(l handfbme occafion, he did not offer me 
every thing in his power. 

Sight. How couun ! 

Uit. I hate a blockhead that wift never give a woman 
a reputable occafion of refufing him : 'tis one of the 
beft compliments a lovfer cah make his miftrefi's -prWe, 
and L never knew ftny man that 4lid his bofinefs witii- 
out it. Sight. 
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Sight, Why WitvfouJ, thou art mad fure. 

Wit, Not for your Mr. fVi-ihiU ; if 1 were in your 
]^)acer I ihould have fomething the better opinion of him, 
if he would have a worfe opinion of me : but between 
you and mtjl ffaould not like him for a lover* 

Srgbt, He does not pretend to be one. 

Wit. Who's here } Wtlding and Caurtall behind QS f 
That WtUingt couiin, is a very pretty gentleman* 

Sight. And Courtall too, very weU. 

Wit, I muft bidng you. acquainted with Wilding, 

Sight, No more acquaintance, good Jfit^wewi, 

Wu. For his difcretion and condu£l, his good behji- 
viour, and all that, lVell^ile\% his acquaintance* and. will 
aofwer for : but hid agreeable, eafy wit, and good ho* 
snour, you may take upon asy word : yea'll thank me 
whM you know him. \^EKeiaa. 

£««(#r Wildiftg tfir^ Covrta^l. 

Wild. She's a woman of her word ^ yon. fee ike IsIs 
brought Mrs. Sightly along with her. 

Cnurt. I never doubted it : fliell carry her to fupper 
in a night or two ; fliers n^^tt the worfe bawd^ I hope^ 
tat being a gentkwbmftn. 

Wild, A good family indeed gives a countenance fo 
the profeffion ; aifd a refutation u neceflary to carry on 
'At credit of a trade. 

Cnrt, Hterc*s WtlMli]xkk behind iis. 

Wild, Pr^ythce flay with him: Fll tell you how I 
thrivte. {Exi*, 

' jpe/rr Well vile, 

WelL Good morrow Mr. C^urtalU 

Cvurt, O fir, yours. 

Will, Was not that Wilding left yod * 

Court. He'sirt his e'mployment, fiti very bufy. 

WtU, In pnrfttir of the women 1 know: it hardly aa« 
fwers the expence I doubt. 

Court, You have no reafon to fay fo : there's a lady 
before us of your acquaintance, Mrs. Sightly by name, 
ai another opinion : I fuppofe fiie thinks fuch an afTo- 
rance as his, in coming to the point, is more to the na*> 
ture cf the thtng, than all your teremony^snd refpeft. 

D 3 f^ J/. 
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Will. Mrs. Sightly / 

Court. She, fir, the very fame : I coold teU you a fe- 
cret. fVeihilei but you are one of thofe fellows* that hale 
andther man (hould lye with a woman, tho' you never 
attempt her yourfelf: I coafefs I am fomething of 
your mind : I think enjoyment the dull part of an in* 
trigae, and therefore I give it over, when I fee the lady 
ia earneH. 

Well, fiut the fecret, CourtalL 

Court. Why faith, Wtllvile, If yoa have temper to 
manage it, the fecret may be of ufe to you : WilMng^ 
you know, never debauches a woman, only for himfelf ; 
where he viGts,« in a little time, tv^ry man may be re» 
ceiv'd in his turn. You muli know, 'cwas ^P^itvjifcud pnC 
him upon Mrs. Sightly ; fhe knew what Ae did 1 fup- 
pofe, and has promised him a good office. in her way: 
make your advantage of what 1 tell yoa ; but not a (yU 
lable to any one* 

Entir Springame. 

Spring, O CouTtalll here are a couple of vixard-roaiks 
have fet upon me in the next walki and 1 wanted theq to 
lake one of 'em off my hands» , . 

. Cturt. Ill {land byt);ou, my noUe captain. [Extun^. 

Will. (J^Ims) V\\ think no more on't» ^tis impoi&hU,: 
wbatU impoffible ? nothing's impoffible to a woman : 
we judge but op the outfide of that fex ; and know not 
what they can, nor what they do, more than they plea£e 
tio (&e«r OS, 1 have known Mrs. Sightly thefe feven 

years known h^r, 1 mean, I haveilp^n her» obfiprv'd 

her, followed her : may be there's oo knowings a wpman ; 
but in all that time, 1 never found a freedom, that al- 
lowed me any encouragement bevond a friend-:-' — May 
be I have been. wanting to myfelr— but then (he would 
not throw herfelf away upon a common lover ; that's not 
probable; if (lie had been affededly refery'd, I wou'd 
fufpedl the devil in her heart had (lampt the fign of vir- 
tue in her looks, that (he might cheat the world, and (in 
' more clofe. But (he is open in her carriage, eafy, clear 
of thofe arts that have ma^e Ifift a trade— —Perhaps that 

opennefs 
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opennefs may be defign — '—'tn eafy to raife doubts f ■ 

and ftill (he may be 1 won't think (he can 'till I 

know more : but fVif-wevd is, I know her, every thing 
that's mifchievoas ; abandon'dand undone ; undone her. 
MU fhe woo'd undo the fex : fhe is to bawd for IViU' 
ing: I know her bad enough for any trade. But bawds 
have fome good nature, and procure pleafure for pay s 
fFit'W9Md has bafer ends, a general ruin upon all ker 
friends. [Se*uiral pafs d*ver tbt Jiagty Mr. Friendall 

Jligbud iy ^tm^ pm afttr another. 

1 Ltrd. I have a little bufiftefs at prcfent ; but f ihall 
lee you at the play. [Exiu 

Mr* Fri. In the king's box, my lord— — • 
My dear lord, I am your humble ferv ant. [TV anothiti 

2 Lord. Another time» g<K>d Mr. FritndJl ; you fee 
I'm engaged. [Exit* 

Mr. FrU A pox o'lheir engagements : a man can't 
snake one among 'em. O my moft noble lord I 

3 Vcrd, I know you will upbraid me» Mr. Frundall ; 
bot I'll recover your opinion , and come and dine with 
you. Let's have Jock Dryden and Will^ychiriy^ as yoa 
call *em : fome w tkeie days we'll be very- witty to- 
gether : but now 1 am your fervant. [E^it» 

Mr, Fri* This is a tery unfortunate morning withme 1 
I have not walk'd one turn with a lord fince I came in » 
I fee I muft take up with the men of wit to-day iQ 

Wtll. Don't let me keep you froni better eompao)^. . 

Mr, Fru Faith, fir, 1 prefer a man of wit to a mamof 
of quality at any time. 

W^IL if file thinks H^itnvoudhttfMn^ after this, 'tb a: 
£gn fliers pleas'd with-it, and there's an end on't. . > 

jl/r*: Fri. Why, ffMl^i/f^ thou art cegiiabumdi as a maa* 
may fay ; thy head is running upon thy poetry. 

WeiL L beg yonr pardon, fir, 1 did not mind yon in^ 
deed. Yoar fervant, Mr. Wilding'-^^-* 

,, ; Wilding ^//n ^0^i99. ^ 

Mr. FrL Wildimgf yours. But lV<Hviie^ pr'ythee* 
what ia't to be^ A ibngi a. tribute (o the whole ^x, i,o^ 
• D 4 'a par- 
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a particular facrifice f or ia't a libel upoo the cqort ? ha I 
(W 'H keep your cooofel) or a lampoon upon the tp«^n i 
Wftac, J am a great bonourer and bumble fervanc of. (be 

Klofes myfelf 

- ^«f//. A very favourite of 'em, I bear fir. 

. Mr. ffi, I fomeuAKs fcribble i&dei^ for my diver* 

fTiU. Aad tke diferfioa of the ladies^ Mr, Fne^^aJJ^--^ 

Well. And the diverfion of the town, Mr. FrieneUM* 

Mr, Fri. Wiiy, faith gentlemen, poetry is a very pret- 
ty amufemeBt, and, in the way of intrigneor fo, among 
tbe better rank of people, i have k^wn a paper c^ 
verfes go farther with a lady in the purchaie of a f^ivoary 
tban a prefent of fiky pounds.wo^ld have dO|ie. 

WiUI, O, fir, 'tis the o|ii|f way of porcbaiiugavWoqAam 
that is not to be bought. 

Mr. Fru But, H^Aii/ihf pr'ytbee communicate, man. 

Well. Wby» if you vyiiJ have it, I hayc a defign upMO^a j^^j^ 
. Mr, Fri Gad fo, let me write a fceoe in i( ;, I have a 
thowfand tlnii«t had it in my bead, but never ci^uld briQg 
at about xo write a play yet* 

Wihd. No, no I you bad it not uaiyc^nr head, &r« 

M'. Fri. I vow to gtd» but I have %hea twenty iMHea* 
rmconl»dent| but one thing or ^thet i^way» fci^'d it 
out again : but I promife you Til write a fceae ibr yiOO. 

WM^ Before yoa know tke fubjea i 

Mr. Fri. Pr'ytbee, what is't? But be what if wUi# 
here's my.ksnd jip<)n't, V\\ write ir for ybii. 
* WslL You muil know then, &r^ I am fcatidallz'd j^X" 
tremely to fee the women upon the SUg9 make-ca^klMds 
at tbkt iiifatiable rate they do in all Our modern CQipe- 
dies ; without any other rea£i>n from tbe poets, bitt, ibe* 
CAufe a nan is married he muft be a cuckold : now, Ar, 
I think, the women are moft unconfcionably injur'd by 
Ma grenerai fcandal upon their fex ; tikerefore to do 'em 
what fervice I can in their vindication I defign to wii^te 
a play, and call it-— — 

Mr. Fri, Ay, what, I befeech you f I love to kn6w 
the name of a new play. 
Will. Tbi Wiws E%€i»ft \ or, CttehUs make Tlfem/elwn 

Mr. 
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Mr. Fru A vetyprecty name fahk and tf 0th; and verjr 
like to be popular among the women. 

i^/7i. And true among the men.. 

Mr, Fri, Bat what charaders have you f 

JFitlL What charafters ? why I delign to fhew a fine 
jroQftg woiB-an marry 'd to an impertinent, nonien(icaI, 
iiUy^ inirigiiing, cowardly, good«for*nothiag coxcomb. 

IFM. This blockhead does not kaow his own'pidare. 

Mr, Fri* Weil, and hour ? She in«ft make him a cuck* 
4>ld I fuppofe* 

Well. 'Twas that I was thinking on when yoo cawe 
to me. 

Mr. Fri, O, yes, yoo aoraft m^ake him a cockold. 

fFiU. By all meana a cackold. 

Mr, Fri, For foch a chara^r, gentlemen, wiU viitdi- 
cate a wife in anything ihe can do to htm. He moft: be 
a cuckold. 

WsiL I am iatlsAed he ought to be a cackold ; and ino- 
^ed^ if the lady would taike my advice, iheftoald anake 
him a cackold. 

Mr, Fri, SheMt hear reafon I warrant her. 

Well, I have not yet determine how to difpoie of her. 
But ia fegard to the ladles, I believe I Ihall make her 
.koneftatlad. 

Mr, Fri, I think tlie ladies ought to take it very ill of 
]rou if yott do: but if tfte proves honeft to the tail, that's 
certatn, *tis aiotre than the fellow MtfftB, A very 
pretty charafter this, faith and troth. [7# Wilding. 

Wrkl, And verj weU known in this town. 

Mr, Fri, Gad, I believe I can help you re a great 
many hints, that may be very ferviceable toyoa; 
I Jfhll, I defign eo snake irfe of you ; we, who ^write 
plays, mail fometioies be beholden to our frieada. Bat 
jDore of this at leifore; 

. Mr, Fri. Will you walk, gentleitienj the ladies^ are be^ 
fore us. 

mU. I have a little bufmefs with WilJinp We'll fol- 
low you. ' [ Exit Friendall. 

mU. Bufincfs with me, tFelhilif 

D5 Will. 
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yfelL Aboat a fair lady, 1*11 tell yoo as we wiilk. 

Enter Lovemore iMttb Mrs. Friendall, Mrs, Sightl/t Mrs* 
Witwoud, and Mrs. Teazall. 

TVtffis. Nay, indeed, Mr. Lovemore^ as matters are ma* 
nag'd between the men and women of the town, 'tis np 
Icfs a bltfifing for a lady to have a Bofband that will but 
fo much as offer to fight for her and her faonoar, than 
'tis for a ho {band to have a . lady that has atiy honour to 
defend ; there's fach a depravity in matrimony, on botk 
fides now-a days. 

Sight. Why, good madam, is it fuch a bnfinefs, for a 
man to offer to fight for his wife ? 

Wit, AU that I know is, the man that would not &ghe 
&t nie, Should do ntnhiog elfe forme. 

Teatc. You*ll have your wit, let who's will blufh fofu 

Love, As you fay, madam, [To Mrs. Teazall«] a man 
0/ honour is^ii great blefling in a hnfoand ; fuch as Mr. 
Fritrndall has fhewn himfelf to be. And here's a lady 
^will value the bleiiing as it deferves. 

Mrs\ Fri, I muft indeed defpife hilii in my thoughts. 

[JJide. 

Wit. Fulfome and foolifli ! let's hear rto more on't : 
they don't thjnk this can blind us. [WMing cffmtk 

Sightly. 

Love. If yctt ^ere not ipclinM to it' before. madaoH 
this laft behaviol!/ of hti would engSkge ycMi to value fuch 
a blefling as you ought. 

Mrs. Fri. ,My duty would engage me— what does 
he mean by this ? - ' 

' W)t. Coufin Teazall^ your opinion pray. 

Love. I have fomething to tell yoo, madam, if you 
would but allow me ; this is noplace. 

Mrs. Fri. You'll find a time 1 warrant you. Ladies, 
the Mail begio^ to thin. [Goes to Urn. 

Wellvile and Wilding cotning forvoard. 
Wild* Well, fir, fince you declare yourfclf in love with 

the 
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the lady, fnd I am not, I prjomife yoo» and yon may 
itJifk me, ril never follow her more. 

ff^tlL I do truft, and thank you £jt the promife. La- 
dies your fervant. [He addreffes to Sightly. 

Wit. O ! h«'ft come at lail. [Wilding /o Witwoud* 
.There's nothing to be done here ; you've outlaid your 
time ; bu^ we'll call at, the Chocolate-houfe in Sc. Albany 
J^re^jt^ as we go home ; you may meet us there by acci- 
dent, you know. 

Wild. If I were to be hang'd now, 2 muQ meet -eih 
there ; though 1 have given my word to the contrary. 

Teax, Is that the filthy fellow ?' 

Wiu Thai's Wildings madam. 

Teaa. I fee there's no knowing awhore mader by* his 
face ; he looks like a modeH;, civil gentlemafi. f 

Well. Your friend, Mrs. Wttwoud, madam, [7*i? Sight*- ' 
lyJ] may' be of that good-natur'd opinion that hoy^more 
is familiar with the hufbandy only to be more familiar 
vfith the wife. . But you muii be cautious of what you 
£^, for fear we turn the fcandal upon you. 

Sight. Upon me, Mr. Welhile > 

Well. Pardon me, madam. I have the freedom ofa 
friend : but Mr. Fritndall declares he is in love witli 
you \ and after that, the good-natur'd town (whatever 
they believe) will go near to fay» that your familiarity 
witli his wife may be in order to the hufband. 

Sights Contc^mptible ! fu re nobody would think {0} 

Well. 'Tit an ill natur'd age to handfome women, 
madam. 

S^gbt. Muft I fttffer becaofe he's a fool ? 
- WelU You may fuffcr becaufe he's a fool. 

Sight, This is not-only to. be accountable for our own 
cof^dud, but to anfwer for all the indifcretion of th« 
men's. ^ 

. WeU. You muft madam, for thofe men's you allow to 
be fo. near you. 

^ight. It would be but an ungrateful piece of news to 
Mrs. Frimdall, \( I fhould be ferious' enough toull'her 
ofit* 

D6 Mrs. 
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^/if/. *Twottldbc more ungrateful to licr if any bm!y 
clfc did ; and would go near to make you ferlous, if an- 
other (hould teli her for you. 

, Sight. Bui who can tell? It may be the caufe of a 
breach between 'em. 
* Well. Nay, madam, if it be confiderable enough to 
make a breach in marriage, you may be fore 'twill make 
a breach in friend(hip ; and how much that will be to 
the advantage of your reputation upon fuch an occaiion— 
' Sight. I am convincM you arc my frieirdy ,Mr. Z^//- 
wJf,'^tid thank you for this care of me. 

[They mingle wirh Love more, Mrs. Friendall, an^ 

therejf. 
* fFit» This is the aunt would ha' been upon your 
l^ones, I a£ure you, if I had not delivered you. 

IT//*/. How mall I do to appeafii her? 
y ff^ir. There's but one ^ ay now to pleafe her. You 
'mud know (he has been in her time, like other women, 
in at mod of the pleafures of this town; but being too 
paflionate a lover of the fport, ihe has been— —a bubble 
a( all gamieis : and having now nothing to k)fe but her 
money, (he declares for lanunhwf and is contented to be 
Only cheated at cards. 

Mr, Friendall w/i Spriogame ^ly^ Courtall. 

Mr, Fri. Why, what do yoa think, Mies ? thefc gfeir 
tlemen here, in fpight of the temptation of fo much good 
company, refofe H> dine with me. 

Spring. O madam ! are you there ? [To Wttwood* 

Court* Your brother has feduced me, madam. 

{roMrs.Vn. 

Spring. We'll viiit you at night, ladie», in mafque- 
fade ; when the privilege of a vizard will allow us a con*- 
verfation, out of your forfks, and more to our humour a 
great deal, ladies, lExium Spring. mnJ Court, 

Mr. Fri, Lo*uemorif Willwie^ WiUirtg-^^oo^W follow 
•«? 

Lome. W« won't fail you, iir. 

[Mr. Friendall gM cut n»itb tbi ftuliit. 

mt. 
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Wif. .St. Alban-fiuH^-"^^ 

Wild. Will tell you more of this. 

Weil. Wildimg^ yoa'il take another torn with as ? 

WiU. Faith, no, Vm tir'd : we ihall neet at Friends 
4dr% all. \Rxiu, 

WiiJ* AtsFrtmdaWs be it then ; 
Where the kind hufband welcomes every gueil. 

L§ve* He batinvices^ his wife mvA, make the.feaft. 



A C T IV. SCENE I. 

SCENE Mr. Fnendair/ Houfi. 

Ml fh§ Aomfai^ iMtr afur iinner* 

itfv/.Ti^R. TriendalU you have the beft winesj and the 
J[VX gf^ateft choice of any man in town. 

Mr. Fri. There's an elegance in eating and drinking^ 
gentlemen^ as well as in writing. 

JVelU Or your ftyle wouM never go down. \J^dt. 

Mr. Frii How did yoo like the Lucina I gave you, the 
CaUicia, the Mountain- Alicant ? You tafle the fun in 
them perfedly, gentlemen* \ 

mid. O plainly, ilr \ 

Mr. Fri. Then the Arcina^ the Ranehio^ and the FtraU 
$a, the CarcaviliSf the Latrjma^ the Schi^vtast ihe^Zifha^ 
huiat the Monfalchjno, with all the Mu/chattllos^ and to 
conclude, my fingle bottle of Tokaj. 

Love, Admirable all/ fir. . ' ^ 

Mr. Fri. A friend of mine^ that brought the Tok^ 
from Buda^. aCnres me, the fiones of a}! thofe grapes are 
gold. 

Well. That makes the wme fo fcarce. 

Mr. Fri. Nay, not unlikely : but of all the wines of 
all the dijoatea nnder (he fun— ^ 
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Wild. Give me the Gft§k. 

Mr, Fri, O, I abomioate-^-^ 

IVelL The Jangfiage, but qo( the wiser; you may re* 
•liih them without it. 

Mr, Fri, Ay, that may be ; but of 'all the wines, P»o 
gan, or Chriftian, in the work!, 1 think the Btroihio the 
nobleft. 

tf^elL 'Tis of the roogheft kind indeed, of bcaa$s 
wou'd he were in the ikin of one of 'em. 

JViU. But your vine de congrefs, Mr. FritHdaU-^''^ 

Mr.Fri. True; hot 'tis a iXif/r^^ wine, andgrows'in 
the province of Zealand^ I have drank it apon the place, 

iPild, But, Mr. Fritndali, pray in all your variety and 
intereft among your friends in the city, have you not 
fomctimes met with fuch a wine as theirinede Shorneck! 

Mr. Fri. Vine de Shorneck ? yes, I have dran^ of it at 
Tk»mf/on^%j and was the iirft that took notice of it; but 
'tis a prohibited Fren<b wine, and I have toa great an ac- 
quaintance with the members of parliament, not to drink- 
according to law. 

H^tld. Yours is very good fnuflF, Mr, FrUndalL 

Mr, Fn\ Yes, truly, 1 think 'tis pretty good powder«> 
. WM» Pray your opinion of mine, you are a critic. 

Mr, Frt. This is Ha^vanab indeed ; but then 'tis wafli'd ; 
give me your dry powders, they never lofe their fcent ;. 
befides, yours is made of the leaves of the tobaoco- ■ 

Weil. Why, what the devil's yours I 
. Mr. Fru Mine, fir, is right PaJiUh, made of the fi- 
bres, the fpirituous part of the plant ; there's n6t a pinch 
of it out of my box in England; 'twas made I aiTure yoa 
to the palate of his moll Catholic majefty, and fent me 
by a great don of Sfaiuf that's in his prince's particular 
pleafares. [Goestotbt wowun^ 

Well, And his,, it feems, lie in his nofe. 

Mr. Fri. Ladies, what fay you to the frefcoof the gar* 
den ? We'll drink our tea upon the mount, . and be tht 
envy of the neighbourhood. 

Wit, O delicately thought upon I 

Mr, Fri. Madam, which tea (hall we have? 

Mrs. Fri. Which the company pleafes, Mr. FriindatU 

Mr. 
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Mr, Fr$\ The plain Canton, the Narnqm^ x\it* Bobeat 
the Latitbero»Ht the Sunhtj or wkick ? ha 1 

^//. Have yoa any oftiieNonAm^ 7# ^ 

Mr. Fri. Faith, no, fir, there came but little of it over 
this year ; but I am promts'd a whole canifter by a friend 
of a cottfiderable intereft in the committee. 

Lovt* Then the Bobea^ fir^ the Bobta will do our ba- 
finefs* 

Mr. Fri. My B$beai at the beft hand too» coft me ten 
pound a pound, but 1 have a tea with a damn'd heacheniih 
hard name, that I think I was very much befriended ift 
at an Indian honfe in the city, if you pleafe, we'll have 
fome of that. 

Mrs. Fri. 'Tis in my cabinet, Mr. Ftitndall^ I muft or- 
der it myfdf for yon. \GHt 9ut. 

Mr.FrL That madam muft make the compliment the 
greater to the company ; alUws^ yoa know the way, I 
wait upon you. [^U go out but Lovemore. 

Lovi, This way flie muft come, ihe can't avoid me, 
thanks to the honeft hufband. [Mrs. Friendall nturns. 

Mrs. Fti. Are you one of the gentlemen that love the 
tea with a hard name ? 

Lfivi. Faith, 'madam, I mufl love any thing that gives 
me an opportoniiy— — 

Mrs. Fff. With any woman that has a mind to im* 
prove it. 

Lo^i. Of adoring you. 

Mrs. Fri. Me, Mr. Levemon ! I was going before, 
but now you drive me. 

Lovt. Stay, this violence, if you can call it violence, 
on my knees, excufes you to all your female forms ; nay, 
toyourfelf, feverer than your form, if youfliouldftayand 
hear me. 

Mrs. Fri. Well, what's the matter ? 

L9*uet Every thing is matter of your praife, the fubjeft 
'offre(h wonder: your beauty made to tire the painter's 
art, your wit to ftrike the poet's envy dumb. 

Mrs. Fri. Are you turn'd poet too ? 

Love. Indeed you can infpire me 

Mrs. Fri^.Witli the fpirit of fcaadal I may, a fmall 

matter 
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.iKiMter coDJttrec op ft lampoon againfir iht «omen«««i-« 
But to the purpofe* fir ; y^u preiend bufioefs with me, 
and have infinuated a grtat deal of pakis ail t^is day to 

fet an oceHfion of fpeakiog to me ia pritate ; which now, 
y Mr. FritndalVz alTiftaacc; you thiivk yoii bare iagenik 
oufly fecurM ; why, £r, after all, I know no bufinefs bo* 
IW^€& U9 that is to be carry'd ofl» by my being alone 
with you, 

l.we. Tm ixttxy for that iiideed, madam. 

Mrs. Fn» Suppoie, Mr* IdvoMn, a man fli^'d bit yoa 
<a box on the car. 

Lo^i. Only Aippofe it, good madam. 

Mrs. Fn, Why, fir, arty man that's brute enoagh may 
^o it ; t:ho' that brute fhould beg your pardon never fo 
pttblicly for the wrong, you wou'd never heartily foi> 
give btm for pitching ppon you. 

i>9«^« Not b^rtily I belfeve indeed. 

Jdrt\ FrL Why, very well : you keep me heieagainU 
iny willy ^gainft all rules of decency* to me, my fex, 
#nd charafter ; the word of wrongs ; yet yoa will think 
it hard to be condemned, or hated, for your light opittion 
of me, that firft encouraged you to tkis defign. 

Lovi. Hated for loving, jon ! 

Mrs. Fri, Ay, there's the buHneft: wkowov'd not B§j> 
to fee her worikipper upoa kit knees,, thns prais'd and 
adbr'd ? her beauty made to tire the painter's art, her 
wit to Rrikc the poet's envy dumb ; and all deliver'd in 
/nek a dying toae, no lady can ont-Iiv^ ft. . Mr. Lofvi* . 
mortf you might have known me better, than to imagino 
.your uy flattery xould foftly irng me into a confent to 
any thing my virtne kad abhorred. Bot how have I be* 
kav'd tnyithh what have I done to deferve tkis I what 
encouragement have I given you ? 

Lo*ue. A lover makes his hop<f8. 

Mrs. Fri. Perhaps 'tis from tbe general encouragement 
of being a married woman; fupported on yovr ide by 
that honourable opinion of our fex, that becaaic fome 
women abufe their huibands, ^ery woman may. I 
grant you indeed, the cu()om of Engiand haa been vtty 
prevaHiDg in that point y and 1 moft own to you an ill 
6 hufband 
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hu(bafid is a great provv)cauoii Co a wife, whea ihe hai 
a mind to believe as ill of hi en as ihe cao* 

Loifi, How if the wife believe coo well of him ? 

Mfs% Fri. Why.. then tha folly's hers : for ray part, I 
have known Mr. Frnndail too lon^, not to know juili]f 
what be deferves $ l.won^t juHify his faults, but becauf^ 
he does not take that care of ipe he ihott'd« mufl not { 
have that regard to myfclf I ought ? what I do is for 
my own fake : nay what is pad, which, by your hints, 
I know you do fufpeft, I own I did it ; not for the 
commendation of your wit, nor au a debt to him, bu; 
to myfelf, forefecing a long life of infamy, which iii 
his follies 1 was married to ; and therefore fa v*d myfelf 
^y favbg him. 

Lo<vt. Your conduA every way is excellent, hot thejf 
it was a mafter. piece indeed, and worthy admiration. 

Mrt. Fru And wou'd yon have me lofe thactb^ra^f^ 
fo worthy your admiration^ which, even you, an ene- 
my, muft praife, when you woa'd ruin? no; what I've 
^onc to raife this chara^er; may be an argument I will 
do more to heighten it, to the lail adl of life. , > 

. lovf. And all jfbr the reward of being thought tOQ 
good a wife to foch a hi^/band* 

Mi(t% ^ru IIdw 1 yoM know him then } 

L4*vs, You and I know him. 

Mrs, Fri. Fit to bear a wrong ? is that the reason of 
TOUT wronging him ? I want bnt that ; O let me but ber- 
iie?e you injiire him,, becaufe you know, you may, and 
attempt me, necaufe you think it iafei -and I will fcora 
yoa low, as you do him ; you fay you know^him : now^ 
iir, I know jioo, you, and your practices againil us boih^ 
you have enconrag'd all that has b^en done, expofmg 
him, only to ruin me. 'Tis neceifary to believe as ill of 
yoo as* I can : and for the future, 'till you clear your- 
Mf . . 

Lt^vi. I c»n clear myfelf. 

Mrs. FrL ril think you capable of every thing ; of 
any bafenefs to advance your ends i fo leave you to 
your triumph. {Going. 

Lovi^ Madam^ f&^i I nuift b^ jnftifyM: thtachallenge 

here 
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liere hat taaght me all I know ; made me fufpeA wha 
writ It, and prefame all I have faid to you. 

Mru Fri, Where had yoa it? 

Love, Ruffle gave it me. I hope you may forgive my 
knowing it, /ince by refigning it into your hands, I give 
you up the only evidence that can rife up againft him s 
fuch a piece of news, madam, wouM have been wel- 
come enough to the ill-nature of the town ; and I might 
have had my ends in fuch a report, had 1 encourag'd 
the expofing him ; but when I faw how near you were 
concerned, 1 had no other pleafure but the thought of 
ferving you ; if I have fcrvM you, 1 am over paid j if not, 
1 muft ferve on : for 1 but live to hrvt you. 

Mrs. Fri, My employment calls upon me ; are not yoa 
for tea ? 

Tw$ fbctmitt enter nviih a fetwa of tea $ and go out wtb 
Mrs* Friendall, 
L'ive. I find I am reftored, but I was reduc'd to the 
neceffity of a lie to come into favour again ; but that^s 
a neceflity that every man of honour muft fubmit to 
fometimes, that has -aiiy thing to manage with the wo- 
men : for a lover, that never fpeaks more than the ti'uth^ 
is never believ*d to be a lover : and he that won't lie to 
his miilrefs, will hardly lye with her : fo let his honefty 
reward him ; the lady won't, I dare fay for her. There 
lAttft be a cheat upon the fenfe fometiroes, to^ make a 
perfeft pleafure to the foul : for if the women did but 
always know what really we are ; we fhou'd not fo of^ 
ten know fo much of them as we do : but 'tis their own 
faults ; they know we can't liv^ without 'em, and there- 
fore aflc more of us than we have honeftly to give for 
the purchafe. So, very often, they put us upon diflimu- 
iation, flattery, and falfcjove, to come up to their price. 
Mrs. Friindail went away a little abruptly : Vm glad (he 
did : for that methinks confe^Tes an obligation which (he 
)ias Aot yet in her power to return. 

Znttr Wellvile to him* 

WelU Lrvemkru yo«r ploi begins to l^irive 1 1 left Mrs* 

^ightlj 
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Sijhtiy telling Mrs. Frifndallt\tfy thing between her and 
Mr. Friendall : I thought lit to acquaint yoa with it» that 
yoa might be prepar'd : you know beil what ufe to tura 
it to : my budnefs is with Mrs. Sightly. 

Lovi, I thank you for the news: they're coming this 
way, I wou'd not have 'em fee ps : I mull hover here. 

[^Extunthoy, andVitlU. 

■ Enfir Mrs. Friendall attd Mrs. Sightly, 

Mr/. Fri. I cou'd have bcliev'd it. 

Sight. I am forry you have reafon to believe it upon 
my account : indeed, I was unwilling to believe ic ; t 
fufFer'd it as long as I cou*d ; but Hnding no end of this 

perfecution 

' Mr J, Fri. You have os'd me like a friend, and I thank 
you-— his note fince dinner de^res you wou'd meet 
him at feven, at Rofamon£% pond : you can't be fo hard- 
hearted to difappoint him ? 

Sight. If you have ^ mind to have a plainer proof of 
his treachery ' 

A/r/. Fri. The proof is plain enough : you fay it : be- 
fides he has given it under his'hand here; kndl beli^vd 
the gentleman, t ho' yoa won't. 

Sighft. QrKyjQXi wou'd, let him knpiy ypa.]iaye difco* 
ver'd hiti^ iand upbraid him witli his bafenefs beBre me-* 

Mrs. Fri. That wou'd but harden him, or make him 
vaiii» by (hewing a concern for him,. 

Sight. If you have any curiofuy to be fatisfy'd, I'll go 
with you to the place appointed. 

Mrs. Fri' I wou'd not have Kim know either of us. 

Sight. Then \^e mud have k hian to fecure us, 

Mrs. Fri. We may truft your friend Mr. WillwU. 

Sighh Mr. FritndalU you miift know, thinks him in 
love with me ; fo being a rival, may make him avoid 
us : but Mr. Levemore will do as well. 

Mrs. Fri. I wou'd not have him know it. 

Sight. He knows it already ; I made no fecret of it^ 
and .Mr. fFtOviJe told it him^ 

Mrs. Ft i.^ Thenbe, orany.onc— -^ 

.-..,..■'. . .. :.. Entn 
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£nter Lovemore t9 */«. 

Sight. O I here he comes ; Mr< L9vm$r^, we mttft em* 
ploy you this aiternoon. 

Lo-vt, To fc'rv€ myfelfy ia waiuoj^ apon you. ^ 

Tbi reft oftht compatty tnttr to them, 
Ttaz. Well, here'^ fuch a clutter to get you to' cards* 

you have drank your tea: what will you dSo next, ^ 

trow ? 

IFft, Why take a napp, or fmoak a pipe, any body 

that has a mind to be private. 

Teaz,. WouM I had one civilly in a corner.' 

>Afr. Fri, Gtt the cards in the drawing-room. [To a/trvi 

Wit, Not till we have the fopg, Mr. FritadalU Jon 

promised us. 

A:V. Fri. Why, faith, 1 was forc'd to fet it uiyfelf : I 

don't know how you'll like it With my voice ^ but faith 

and croth» 1 believe tbe mailers of the mufie-raeecing» 

may fee their own words, for any trO.Uble I ihall give 

*cm for the future about mine. 

. WtU. Nay, then you ru^n 'cm. . . 
JFtt. The fong, the fongj'fir. 

. S O N G^ written by a man ©f ^iallty^ ; 

- ' ^ ' ' I. ' .. . . X . 

CjiT» erutl A more t, hoiu long 
^ In hilUt'ifouOC^ and.hvmhU/ong^ 

SbaU poor Alexis woo ?"] 
If neither niriting^ Jfg^^^if djti^£% 
Reduce you fo a Jo ft ^complying : 

0/ Hiahen'wiuyou comt to^ 

: . . , ' \ . lu ' * ■ • • 

Full thirUtn moom one now paft eUr, 

Bince firft thoft ftars 1 did adiirt^ 
i SC bat fet n^ heart en fire t 

Tht confdous play-hott/tf pAtkt^ itntliourtf 

Ha<uefan -eeeyfij^titifii mudt y^nrfp^rt i 

Tet ami nt^tr the nightr^ 

III, 
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A faithful hverflfou^d dejernfi 
A hitter fatt^ than thus tofiarvt 

In fight rffucb aftaft % 
But oh I ifyouUl not think it fit^ 
Tour hungry ftat/efhoi^d tafle ont hit % 

Gi've/omt kind looks at haft. 

' Wild. Admirable well-— 

Wit. Sett and fung, (ir. 

Lo'ue. A gentleman does thefe (kings always beft. 

Wild. When he has a genius. 

Mr. Fri, Ay, fir, he muft have a genius: there's na 
being a mailer of any thing without a genius. 

Mrs, Fri. Mrs. Teaxall^ Pam wants you in the next 
room. \j^€em dra*ws^ Jhi^ws tahlts and tar ds. 

Tiaz. I'll make the more of him, when 1 get him into 
ny bands. 

Weil. I ha^e fomething to tell you, worth more thaa 
the cards ean win for you. 

Mr. Fri. Who's for come t 

Lovt. I am your man, madam. 

Mrs. Fri. Y<M play too deep for me. 

Wit, Coufm, you'll make one of iis ? 

Sight. I go your halves, if you pleafe, I don't care for 

playing ro) felf. [Thrj go in to play. Tbt/cenejhuts upon 

\em. Wellvile and Sightly ^tfj'. 

Siiht. Now, Mr. Wilhih; you have fomething extra- 
ordinary to fay to me. 

WeU. I have, indeed, madam ; but I ^oa'd prepare 
you for the (lory, ttiere are fome friends in it, that you 
will be concerned to have an ill opinion of. 

Sight. I have reafon to think you my friend. 

Wtll. Then pray ^i^e me leave to afk, how long you 
have known Mr. Wildtng. 

Sight. I never fpoke to him 'till this morning at the 
ciiocokte-hoiife, as we came from the park. 

Witt. I think he's Mrs; ffltwoud^s particular tcquatif- 
taiice. 

Sight* 
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Sight, That, I foppofei gave him the title of fpeaking 
to us. 

H^e/I, And [he has a miiK] to bring him scquain ted with 
you. Vm ferry I muft warn you 9f him ; I was in 
hopes it wou'd have dy'd of h{^(: but his tallcing to 
you, at the chocolate^oufe^ after he had promised never 
to follow you more, makes me apprehend^ that he is flill 
carrying on his deiign upon you. 

Sight. A defign upon me ! 

Jf^e/L He has a defign upon you : and you have heard 
enough of his character, to fufpedk the honour of any 
defigti he has upon any woman ; but fuch as it is,- your 
coufin JVifwcud; and very good friend^ for ends of her 
own, which I can inform you in, has undertaken to bring 
it about* I fee you are furpris'd. 
. Sight, I pray, iir, go on. 

WelL I never pretended to be a friend of Mrs, Wit*' 
wcuii*s, but now I hate her : and what I tell you, is not 
to ruin her with you ; but of nearer confequence, to 
fave you from being undone by her : this is not a fecret ; 
ril tell her of it myfelf, and my thoughts of her into 
the bargain: bur, madam, you know befl, how far ihe 
has folicited his caufe to you ;.how far my {lory is pro- 
bable; and whither you don't think, Ihe perfuaded you 
to walk this morning in the Mall, in order to meet Mr. 
Wilaing: that was the bufinefs of her vifit to you, as he 
tells me, whatever A>e pretended to the contrary. 

Sight, You aftonifh me. 

WiiL I am adoniih'd myfelf, indeed, madam, not to 
find her as I always thought her, fit for any mifchief t 
but to think (he can pretend to be a bawd, and provide 
no better for a friend : to facrifice you to a man, who 
wou'd tell all the town of it, as well as C»itrtali, and hat 
confefb'd to me, that he never was in love with you, nor 
had a thought that way, 'till (he put it into his head, 
and promis'd to aflift him in't. 

Sight, Unheard of villany ! 

Wiii» Faith, madam, if 1 might advi(e you, it Aou'd b« 
to a man of honour at lead ; that cap^be fo lender of a 
reputation, not to leiTen a lady's favour fo far, to.»«k« 

it 
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it the common mirth of the town : if you have any fa< 
vours to difpofe of» difpofe of 'em yoorfelf : let not . 
another run away with the benefit of your good turns. 
I have be^n an old admirer, madam ; and I hope ftand as 
fair, and have as good a title to put in my claim, as 
any man of her providing. 

Sight. So, fir, then it feeros you think I mud be pro* 
vided for, and therefore tbe(e advances mufl pleafe me : 
I have fome reafon to believe what you fay of my 
coufin W$t<ijLoud\ bat I have no reafon to think you very 
much my friend ; (he has betray'd me, and you are pleaf- 
ed to think I deferve it : I thank you for your caution : 
bat it (hall fecure me for the future, againft her and you* 
For as much as I thought you my friend ; nay^ though 
I languifhM for you, the eacouragement you are pleas'd 
to make, from other peoples baie opinion of me, ihall 
teach me to defpife you. \Tbifctne opttis, the company rijt 
from plajf and comt for\\;ard» 

Ttaz, Nay, nay, I have done with you : if this be 
your fair play, there's no danger of your foul ; why, you 
mjkeno confcience of cheating any body out of your 
own gan^. 

JVi/, Confcience at cards, coufin ! you are a belter 
bred lady than to cxpcft it. 

Mr. Fri. Confcience, madam, is of ferious affairs, no 
body minds it at play. 

Teaz. Nay I'm ev'n right enough ferv'd ; I deferv'd it, 
that's the truth on't : 1 mud be playing with company fo 
much younger than myfelf ; but I fliall be wifer for ths 
future, and play the fool in my own form, where I may 
cheat in my turn. 

Mr J. Fri, If you fpcak of your lofings, madam, I be- 
lieve my fortune has been harder than yours ; in ten fets 
running with Mr. PTilMngt I never turn'd one, nor had 
comet in my hand. 

Wit. Nay, if you win her money, you may win ^wtty 
thing of her, of you know how to manage your game. 

[Go€s to Mrs* Sightly. 

Wild. And faith PII play it as well as I can, 

JFii. Coufin, J have woq an eftate for you. 

Sight. 
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Siftht, You have undone roe, [Exit^ Wit. fcUoiDhg^ 
Wild, I'll watch wy time, and follow 'em. 
Mr, Fri. L9'vtmor€t pr'ythee keep the company together 5 
I have an appoiotment upon my bands, and muit leave 
j^ou t we mull ferve one another fomecimes, yqu know. 

iQQiS ojf. 
Entir Strvant* 

Serv, Madam, the Jew, newly turn*d protedant, that 
tny mailer was godfather to» has brought the eflences 
and fweet-waters he order'd him to raiRe for. 

Mr. Fri, Shall we try, whether we like any of 'cmw 

[Goitt^m 

WelL We (hall find him a Jew dill in his dealings* I 
fuppofe. 

Lt^u Yon wou'd not have him lofe by his (fonverfioc^ 
I hope. 

Wild. Like other wife men, he's for faving foal and 
body together, I warrant him, \Thty go inm 

SCENE changes to thi garden. 

Wimoud /cIio<ufin^ Sightly. 

Sighf. Never think of denying, or excufing it to me, I 
am (atisfied there's more in it than you ought to defend ^ 
there are fo many circumflances to convince me of your 
treachery to me, I muil believe it. 

PFif. I fee, cou/in, yon will believe any thing againd 
me : but as I hope to be fav'd, upon the faith of a chrif* 
tian, and may I never rife off my knees into your good 
opinion again, if I don't abhor the villany you lay to my 
charge; fomething I mud confefs to you, but I beg you 
to forgive me, 'twas unadvis'd indeed, bnt innocent, and 
without a defign upon you: Ccurtah^s a coxcomb, and 
nothing but JV/ldingh vanity, or ^/r//W?'s revenge, cou'd 
be acceffary to the ruin of me with you, the only rela* 
tion I love and value in the world. 

Sight, O ! I had forgot the pains you took to fecure 
me, to-morrow night at cards at ypur lodgii^s with 
Mr. Wilding : eoufiui let me tell you, a bawd is the worft ^ 

part 
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fmrt of an latrigue, and the lead Co be faid for'c in excofe 
of the infamy. But yoa had fomething more than a 
lover to provide for me, or yoa woo'd not have expos'd 
me to a man that wouM expofe me to all the town ; 
is it becauie I ba«e been your beft and laft friend, (for 
yoa will hardly find fach another in your family) that 
thus yoa reward me for the folly ? Or is it becaufe I am 
a witneft of yoar fliame, that yoa wou'd be a contriver 
of mine i I know, (and I look upon it as a judgment upon 
the former fc^ies of yoor life) that you are notorioufly 
Al>aiidon*d to the beaftly love of a fellow, that no body 
elfe can look upon; and may ht, you are mifchievoufly 
pleas'd to make me as defpicable asyoorfelf ; there mull 
be the devil in the bottom on^t> and I'41 fly from him 
in yoa. 

. I#7/. O ! don't leave me in this paffion, I am utterly 
rnin'd if you go ; upon my knees I beg it of you. 

Sigbf. Couiiny I forgive yoa : what's pa ft {hail be a fe» 
cret for both our fakes ; but I'm refoiv'd never more to 
come into your power ; fo farewell^ and tind a better 
friend than I have been. {Goes •ui. 

Wtt. She's lolt, and my defign upon her, which is yet a 
greater misfortune to me. [Welv. and Wild, natr to her, 
Oi (ir, I am obliged to you— -*and you are obligM to 
yoorfelf for your fuccefs with Mrs. Sightly \ fj like a 
boy, to difcover the fecrec, before 'twas in your power 
to expofe ! away, I'll have no more to fay to you. 

\_Goe$ out. 

Wild, So, fir, you have made fine work on't with the 
wooien. I thoaght I had fatify'd you in the Mall this 
morning* 

fVtU. Sir, I maft be better fatisfy'd than 1 was In the 
rooming, 1 find there's no relying upon your word, fince, 
after your promife, never to follow her more, you could 
excufe yourfelf to.me in the Mall to meet her at the 
chocolate- boufe^ 

Wild, Nay then we have both our grievances, and this 
inuft aniwer 'eni. \G9ing tofigbty Court, enters to part *em. 

Court* Fif , fie, friends, a^d fighting ! that muft not be 
gentlemen. Mrs. Witwoud has told me the matter ; and 

Vol. II. £ unlef^ 
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unlefs yoa had a fourth man to entertain ^e, you had 
ev'n as good put up again : we are all in fault, and all 
dcferv'd to be fwing'd for't, that's certain : Wilding was a 
fool for telling you of his de(ign, and I was a fool for 
talking on't to W'tllvHe\ a^d Wtll*vik no wifer than either, 
for making fuch a buflle about it: therefore pray gen* 
tlemen let's agree in this opinion, that by our own prat- 
ing,, and prying into other people's affairs, we often dif- 
cover and ruin one another's defigns; 

For women are by nature well inclin'd : 

Our follies frighten 'em from being kind. lExettnt. 



ACTV. SCENE L 

SCENE Witwoud's lodgings. 

Enter Wilding following Witwoud^ 

i^/.'V T A Y I don't wonder you thrive no better with 
J[^ the women, when yoa can part with foch an 
advantage over Mrs. Friendall : you fay you have won a 
fum of her, which (he would not be known to lofe-; 
why, another man would take the privilege of a win*- 
ning gamefter, upon fuch an occafion, to prefs her to a 
promife, at leaft, of coming Out of your debt. 

Wild, I fhall improve, I find, upon the advantage of 
your hints': but Mrs. Sighty, madam ' 

/^//. Mrs. Sightly indeed : was that a woman to throw 
away upon the vaiiity of being talk'd of for her ? In the 
time you were bragging to other people of being in her 
favour, you might have been every-where you defir'd. 

Wild. Nay, not unlikely. 

Wit. I have made all the excufe I could for you ; fome 
too, that in my confcience I thought very unreafonable 
myielf; and could pafs upon no body biit a womaa 
that was eaiily difpos*d to forgive you. 

fflld. If ihe would but hear what I have to fay for 
myfelf. 

Wit. 
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. Wit, Nay, (he's pretty well prepared, but you moft not 
tbink of fpeaking to her bai«-fac'd, that fiie can't con- 
fent to for her own fake: you have made the matter, (o 
public, fhe has eyes upon her to be fure now: but ie 
happens very luckily, FritndaU\\.2s a mafquerade to-night 
at ills hoafe : there, if you pleafe, I can give* you an 
opportunity of cloaring yourfclf to hcf . 

kfQld. I afic no more of you. 

Wit, Never think of defeDding yourfelf, for what's 
paft you were certainly i'th' wrong ; and (he thinks you 
fo : yoo know well enough what to fay to a woman, 
that has a mind to believe you. 

IfiU, How 0iall I know her at the mafquerade ? 

Wit. Go you, and prepare for't : and, depend upon me 
for your intelligence. [Wilding ^cfi out.'\ 1 find I am de«i 
dining in my reputation ; and will brin^ every wonf\an 
of my acquaintance into my own condition, of being 
fu/jpeded at leaft : I have promis'd more tii^n I can do 
with my coufin Sigb/lyi I have loft my credit with her 
too lately, to betray her in the way of friendship i—— 
let me fee— — ^r//y— — 

Enter Betty. 

You know where the man lives that made my coufin 
S:^htly'a fcarf; go to him from me, defire him. to bor- 
ro>v it, that a lady may fee it, who likes it, and defirea 
to hav^ one made of the fame pattern — — lExit Betty.. 
I defpair of bringing her to the mafquerade : I mufl per* 
fonate her myfelf, and me^t Wilding in her room : but 
what may be the ilTue of that? I^t what will be the 
ilTue : the farther he pre/Tes his defign upon me, the far- 
ther I carry my delign upon her : and for once, in order 
to my revenge, rather tnan not expofe her, I'll venture 
to grant him the favour, that he may tell on't : and ihe 
ihall have the benefit of the fcandal-— ^ . {Gots 9ut» 

SCENE in St. Jaraes'j Pafl. 
Enttr Lovemore ijoitb Mrs. Friendall, a^d Mrs. Sightly* 
Lo've. Yonder comes Mr« Friendaliy madam. 
Mrs* FrL Would I were at home again c I came upon 
£ 2 a foolilb 
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a fooliih difcovery of his a£Honi, to be fur|>ris'd in » 
very un&ccoantable one of my own. 

Sight, That isy walking dncogtiito on this fide the Park 
wuh a man of your charadler, Mr. L»<verfiori» 

Mrs. Fri, I hope he won't know ns. 

\Tkiy put $ft their masku 

SigBt, He's too bnfy in his own affairs. 

Lo<ie* He comes upon us. I mail fpeak to him. 

Enttr Friendall. 

Mr. Fri. You are provided for, I fee : th« ladies, t 
fuppofe, wifh I could fay as arach for them too: very 
genteel women both faith and troth t I warrant 'em wo- 
men of condition, if not wcAnen of qaali(y, by their 
affig nation at RofamonJ^i pond. 

Lii*vi. You fancy that from the quality of your &Wtt 
intrigue. 

Mr. Fri. Why there's fomething in that too : and the 
trutn on't is, my aflignation is with a woman of quality. 

Love, Mrs. Sightly ^ I fancy, Friendall. 

Mr. Fri. Fie, fie, why (hoold yon think (b ? But let 
\itx be who Ihe will, if (he difappoint me, I'll own it to- 
morrow to every body-—* 

Love. That flie difappointed you f 

Mr. Fri. No; that 'twas Mrs Sight!/ 1 had an intrigne 
with. 

Sfght. A fmall matter makes an intrigue of his fide, 
I find. 

Mr. Fri. Sure I have feen fomebody very like this 
lady ? [Fiewing bis wife. 

Mrs, Fri, I would not be known for the world. 

Love, i'il bring you off, I warrant you. 

Mr, Fri. She has the air and mein very much^ of a 
lady of my acquaintance. 

Love, Not unlikely, faith : it may be fixe herfelf, for 
ought I know to the contrary : but if you have a mind 
to be fatisfied 

Mrs, Fri. Lord ! what do you do ? 

L9ve. I have no occafion for her at prefent: this is 

my 
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^y woman: flie's.but an ill-nator'd incambrance^ at 
ihu time ; and you'll do me a favour to difpofe of her*. 

[To Mrs. Sigiitly* 

Mr. Frf. Nay, if yon are fo free to difpofe of her, rm 
fatisfy'd fhe is not the woman I took her for : for, to 
tell yoQ the troth, Lo^emore^ I thought 'twas my wife i 
and, I gad, I began to be yttj nneafy ; not fo much 
for finding her In your company, as that (he fboold 
come fo peeviihly to difturb me, in an affair fo ytry 
much above her. 

SfgU. Why, fir, they fay your wife is a very fine woman. 

Mr* Fri^ A wife a fine woman, madam ; I never knew 
a hoiband that thought fo in my Hie. 

Mru Fri. Bot fome body clfe may, fir, if yon allow 
her to make thofe entertainments for the town» that I 
liear yon do. 

Mr* Fri. Gad fo, Lovimfi^. pr'ythee brin^ the ladies to 
sny mafqnerade to-night ; there's no body out people of 
quality to be th^re, for pleafure is my bnfine(s, you 
Know ; and I am very well plcas'd» to allow my wife the 
liberties fhe takes, in favour of my own ; for to tell y.@i| 
the truth, the chief end of miy marrying her, (oe:^i(to 
having the eftate fettled upon, me) was to ciury on my 
aatriguea more fwimmingly with the ladies. 
. Lmv. That's a convenience in matrimony, I did not 
think of. 

Mr. Fri. One of the greateH, upon my word, fir..Fo|; 
being feen fo often abroad, and vifiting with my wife, t 
sais upon the formal part of the town for a very good 
Au/band ; and upon the privilege of that charader, X 
grow intimate with all her acquaintance, (and, by ths| 
way, there's hardly a family in town, but I can con- 
trive to come acquainted with, upon her account) there 
\ pick and chufe in the very face of their reverend re- 
lations, and deliver my billets myfelf. 

Mrs. Fri. You have 'em ready then ? 

Mr, Fri. Two or three always in my pocket : — [Shiws 
*i«r.] I write half a dozen in a morning, hi the fervice 
of that day. 

Xtfv/. nard fcrvicci t aflure yott» . ., 

E 3 Mr. FrU 
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Mr. Fri. Not at all : the letters aie but copies &ne of 
anothei-; and a, love-letter ihould be a love-letter, yoa 
know, paflionate and tender, whoever 'tis defign'd for. 
Ha! yonder are two women in mafks ! 1 rouft not be 
feen with you : ladies, you know when you're well, I 
fuppofe, by the choice of your man^; make much of 
him, he's my bofom-friend, and confident of my plea- 
sures. 

^ Mn. FpL And you of his, I fuppofe ? there's no plea- 
fare without a confident. 

Mr. Fri. Faith^ madapi, I am of your mind : but Lcvim 
mon^s a little too referved, 'tis, at prefent, his fault, from: 
a want of knowing the town; but ke'll mend of it, I 
hope, when he eooies to have a woman woftlv talking 
cf. Lat/emcrit not a word at home of feeing me here, 
as you value the fortune of your friend : adieu. [G«^/m«.^ 
Mrs, Fri. Are you the confident of the gentleman's 
pleafures } 
Love. I have not betray'd "em, madam. 
Mn, Frf, Methinkft a friend ihould have warn'd me of 
em. 

' Low, I would not be thought to do ill offices, efpecii- 
iilly in marriage, madam. 

Mrs, Fri. I don't think you wouki ; vrooldMr. friendali 
were as tender of wronging me— « C-^^f • 

Sight You have had a handfome account of their ex* 
pedition ; and we ate both.obiig'd to Mr. FrigndaiL 

Mrs, F*i,i am very well paid for my cnriofity of com* - 
ing her« x I fuppofe we ihall have a rendezvous of his 
wenches at the mafquerade, pray let's be ready to re* 
Ceive 'em. [Bxiun$. 

SCENE M^. Friendall'/ bcufi. 
Men and nvomen in mnfquerading hahitm 

Enttr Wtllvile, Wilding, Courtall, Springame, Witwoud, 
attd hMy. 
iVit. Wildiftg has his eye upon us I fte : I have fome- 
thing to iay to him, in my own perfon, and then I muft 
change fcarfs wiUi you : be lure you are i'th-vvay. 
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W'elL I thought I had known you ; [TV Betty.] I beg 
your pardon, inadani» for the mi (lake* 

Betty,. You're very welcome to't, fir, I would have ypa 
miftaken ; and that you will always be» when you jtfdge 
upon the outfides of the women. 

Will. You are for a ilrider examination, I find : there 

, are conveniences for a full difcovery, in the next room, 

ibmc body will ftiow you the way. [Leases btr. 

Wild, That's lightly in the fcarf, and Wamioud with 
her, I foppofef Imuft not be miftaken. 

Caurt, 1 like the freedom of a mafquerade, very well ; 
but it confounds a man's choice. 

Spring. Why, faith, 1 have a mind to be particular, 
if I could but hit upon the woman. 

Wit. And that you fhali prefently, little captain, I'll 
put rayfelf in your way. 

Spring, Behind a clood my pretty moon ! [To Betty. 
Shall I be the man in you ^ 

Bttfy. Witb the bnflh at yoor back-fide : you deferv6 
to be whipt for your wit, fir. [Goif/nm bim. 

Spring. I ftand corre^ed, madam. 

Wit. Does file beat thee, little mafter? Come a'me, 
and ril make much of thee 

Spriitg* As much as you can of me^ I dare fay for 
you. 

Wit. Come, come, I'll ufe you better—— 

Spring. To ufe me worfe ; is. not that your defign ? 
« She has given me my anfwer at once ; you perhaps would 
linger me thro' a winter's expectation, and not do tny 
bufinefs at lail — i- 

Wit. What's your bufinefs, pray ? 

Spring. Why your bufinefs* any woman's bufioefs, that 
has a mind to employ me in't. 

Wit. No touching me : 1 have an unfaihlonable huf- 
band in the company, that Won't thank yoU: for making 
him a cuckold 

Spring. But you will,. I'm fnre, if it be but to teach 
hini better manners. 

Wit. I like your company extremely ; but I have a 

great deal of bufinefs^ and would willingly be rid of you, 

. : E 4 at 
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at this time ; bat this riog fiiall anfwcr .for Ae« *till I 
fee you again. IGoimg, 

Spring* Pray redeem it» as foon as yoa can* 
fhf. Sir, fir, if yoa have any iotereft in the faiiiily» 
pray let's have a fong, or a dance, to divert us. 

Spring, ril fee what I can do for you IGoes away* 

Wit. You fhould be Wilding. 
Wild. And you ihould be as good as your word* 
Wii. The ]ad^ is better than yoo can expect' t that's 
flte in the embroider'd fcarf. You mail not fpeak X» 
her, before the company; take her aiide, by and by« in 
a corner ; (he'll thank yoa for yoor care of her* Hers*t 
* more company ; 

Enttr Lovemore ivith ilfrx. Priendall, and Mrs • Sightly* 
I won't be feen with you— now Betty for the cbange-^ 

[ Witwoud oMd Betty g9 ouu 
WklL Lovmertf I am In difgrace with Mrs* SigJbtf^ / 
Atid can t find her, to come into favour again. 

Lon;i. That's ihe, that came in juft now with Mrai 
FriittdaU: TU direct jrou to one, by going to the other. 

[Thiygo u '#«♦ 

A SONG, written by Th^^Xlhttk^ Efti. 

Corlnna, I exeu/i thy flaee % 

Tht trrhg lint* •uibitb nalmn dftm i 
When I rtJUa^ that 9V9ry grmt9 

Thy mind adnnsf isjmftamitmii 
But »h / thy wit what God hat fini f ;^ 

SurpriTcing^ airy^ unc9wfin*d: 
Sitae wender/ure Apoilo meamt^ 

Andjhot himftlfitif thy mind. - 

A SONG in the firft fcene of the fourth i£L 

Hang this Vfhimng way nfnnowng^ 

Losing was defigm'd a /pert : 
Sighingf talking f with&nt things 

MfUui ajtlh idli cottrtm 

Dofft 
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Z>mV Mknf€ that mfsrJs im mnu btr^ 

I/Jbe h$ not mtnll iiKlinU: 
$bi berfilfnmfi b$ tbi Icver^ 

T9 ptrfuadi bir to bi kind. 
Iff at Uftf Jbi grants t bo favour t 

And conffnts f ht undom ; 
Ni'utr (bini bor faffion gu*vt b(r 

Toyur ^wifhtst but btr e*wn> 

Afitr tbifing, Wilwoud and Betty, baling changed fcarfn 
inter t to b§ nady for tbo dance ; after nubicb " 

Lowt Some c«n*t get httibaods, and others can't get 
*id of 'em. 

Mrt. Fri, Every womaa carries her crofs in this world-; 
« httiband happea« to be mine» and 1 muft bear it, afr 
well as I can, 

Love*^ I would eafe you of it. 

Mrs. Fri. N^ more upon this fubjefli yoa have carried 
the argnment {o izr, 'tis allowing what you fay, to liftea 
any longer* But Mr. Lovemore^ I will give yon what 
^tisfadlion I have in my power, and praife is (h^ I'c- 
ward of virtue, you know ; I think yoa< have proceeded 
^ke a man of experience in this bnfinefs, and taken the 
natural road to undermine moft women. I muft do 
yon this jnftice* that nothing has been wanting on your 
fide. 

Lovi. I would have nothing wanting on my fidcmadam*. 

Mrs. Fru And however you came by the knowledge 
of Mr. FriindaWi weakne0es, you have improved 'em as 
much as they could bear upon the condud of his wife : 
if they have not carry'd me as far as yon defign'd ; 'tis 
the f«ilt of my heavinefs, perhaps, that can't be tranf*^ 
{lorted into the woman yott'd have me. 

Lo*vi. There's a fault fomewhere. 

Mrs. Frt, Mr. Lomomoroj fome women won't fpeak (o 
plain, but I will own to you, I can't think the worfe of 
you for thifvking well of me : nay, I don't blame you 
§OT defigning upon mt^ cuilom has falhion'd it into the 
way of living among the men ; and you may be i'th' 
CJ^t to aU. the town : but let me be i'th' right too to 
E 5 my 
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my fex and to myfdf: thus far may beexcus'd ; you've 
prov'd yoar paffion, and my virtue try'd ; but all beyond 
that trial is m"y crime, and not to beforgiven; there- 
fore I intreat you, don't make it impoffible to me for 
.the future, to receive you as a friend: for I muft own» 
I wodd ftrcure you always for my friend : nay more, 
I will confefs my heart to you : if I could make yott 

mine • 

Lcue^ For ever yours. 

Mrs. Fri, But 1 am marry*d, only pity me 

\Goes from bim% 
Love, Pity her? flie does not deferve it, that won't 
better her condition, when (he may; but file's marry'4, 
Ihe fays ; why, that was the beft of my reafons of fol- 
lowing Ker at firft ; ainl I tikeher fo well, as (he's aDOther 
man's wife, I ihould hardly mend the matter by makin|; 
her my own. I won't think yet my two months thrown 
away upon hers one time or other, fome way or other, 
1 may be the better for her ; at leaft with fome other wo^ 
men: but I begin to believe that every maa lofes hit 
labour this way fottietimes. 

Sght, Who can that woman bef 

[Oif/er'uing Wilding a«ifWicwQttd'« 
WetU IViWng^t the man Iknow. ' 
Sight, Then it may be my good coufin Wltwoui. 
IVeiL Prefuming upon the fcarf, which is very like ' 
yours, I ventur'd, and fpake to her. I Ihould have known 
Mrs. Witnvoudt I believe^ 

Sigbt. Pray try if you can learn who fee is. 

[They pari in a lon» voicBm 

Wit. This place 18 too public for a vindication of this 

nature, if you retire into the next room, I may accept 

ofyour excufes ; upon your promife of good behavioas^ 

and better condudl for the future. 

mU, I'll follow you 

[Witwoud r#/i>//.* Wellvilc toWMxtk^ 
miL You will be the man I fee, mUing\ the lady's 
withdrawn ; don't let her ftay for you. 

pyild. Faith, fFtll<uile^ 'tfs a fortune thrown upon roef 
and iince it came without my fe^king, methinks yo« 

fliottid. 
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ihould hardly think it worth your courting: ihe'J] bring 
it about one way or other, you find. 

fVell. Yoa rpcak as if I knew the lady. 

Wild. I woald have you know fo much* that fhe is 
Dot worth the honourable care you have of her. 

Will. Of whom? 

Wild. As if you did not know her.. 

WtlL Why, 'tis not Mrs. Zighily. 

Wild. 1 have declia'd it as much as I could in regard 
to a friend \ but when (he follows me 

WtlU Mrs. lightly follow you I 

Mr. Friendall tnttrs and joins with Mr. Lovemore.- 

Wild. No naming names, good Welhr/t. 

Well. Nay, then I mud convince you ; I juft left Mrs. 
Sightly to come to you ; fhe's now in the company, . and 
lUl carry you to hear me.fpeak to her-^ — 

[Carries Wilding/tf Sightly^ 

Lo-ve. Why, this was a terrible difappointment. 

Mr* Fri, There ^e lampoons, fir, I fay no more ; but 
r may do myfelf reafon in one of 'em, and difappoint 
her yet of. her difappointment. 

ijfmongihi wcmen fafiens ufdn Sightly. 

Wild. Why thcH Wituuoud has put another womaa 
upon nie; and abus'd Mrs. Sightly and me : I am fatis- 
£ed of the cheat, and would be alfifling to the revenge 
of it if I could. 

Well. Yon would not be the inftrument to make it 
public yourfelf ? 

Wtid. No, , that I can't confent to. 

Well. Then.leave it to me : FriendalPs a property fit for 
our fev.eral interefts : but Lovemore muft employ him. 

[Well vile to Lovemore/. 

Mr. Fri. Faith, madam, I am very fit for your pur- 
pofe, at prefent, I have met with a little ill ufage froxa 
aUdy; by not meeting with her: but yoa may be the 
better for it, if you pleafe : you.fhall have the pleafure, 
and {he (hall have the reputation of the intrigue. 

Sight. I am for all or none. [Loytmov^ eomet to him* 

£^v/« The xareft accident, Friendall i the reafon that: 
E 6,. yoii-i 
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. you were difappointed in the Parki I can tell you^ waf» 
the lady had appointed to meet Wilding here i fiie is 
now withdrawn into the next room in expe^tion of 
him ; which fyelhiJe^ her old lover, fufpefiing, has tax'd 
him of, and ruin'd the deiign. Now, if yoQ would havt 
me, rit keep up the jealoufy between 'em, and give you 
an opportunity to go in to her. 

Mr, Fri By all means, L«<c^#a9^<, this was unexpe^d* 
and done like a ^iend \ I owe you a good torn for't, be 
fure you keep *em here. [Sniak$ 9ut after Witwoud* 

Sight, What are you defigning upon Mr. FritndaU^ 

[r^Wdlvile. 

Well. There's mifchief in't ; and you may all be the 
better for't. {Mrs* Teazall preffimg in nnitb a F§ot» 

man upon tht t9mpanj» 

Mrs. Fri. What's the noifc there ? 

Foot, Madam, here's a rude, unmannerly gentlewoman 
pre^es in upon me, and refufes to pull off her maik, as 
your honour order'd. 

Teax. You faucy rafcal you, I fhew a better face than 
thy mother had, when (he laid thee to the parifh, you 
rogue : prate to me, you varlet ! and an honefter one, 
tho' I fay It, than any of the company : here's fine work 
indeed in a civil family ! what, are you aiham'd of your 
doings, that you won't difcover yourfelves ? 

Spring^ Miftrefs, you have the natural privilege of t 
ma(k. And bein^ difguifed in your own face, yoii may 
fay what you pleafe. 

Ttasi, Marry, come op here ; will nothing but a good 
face down with you? a woman has a fine time on't, 
with your finical fancy: but I want leifure to laugh at 
you, [Looking tviry nsibertfoir her nitte» 

Court, Do you know me ? 

Teaz, Ay, ay, I goefs at you : learn to fpeak witliout 
a queftion, you fool, before you fet up for a wit. 

Court. I know you. ^ 

Teax. Why then yott may be fatisfied, I fhail think you 
aa 2U, 

Springs Nay, good mother, you had e'en as good pull 
ofi" your maik. You fee you are difcovcr'd. 

6 Teaz. 
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Ttax. Difeovcy'd, fou fnotty-nosM jackanapes ! would 
I could difcover your mailer; I would fend him a note 
of your name : you are not yet clean fromfchool, and are 
letting up for the women forfooth : you have been Co 
ns'd to be tarn'd up for a blockhead, that you are for 
peeping into every body's back*door, to find at great a 
fool as yourfelf : firrah, iirrah, a gpoi birch rod for 
your miftrefs ; that would tickle your tail, as you de^ 
ferve. 

Spring. Nay, good your reverence. 

Jfcfrj. Frt. What's the matter, pray ? 

Teax. Why the wicked ways of living in this town, 
ere matter enough for the vexation of any woman that 
hsis a girl to look after : God's my life ! can't you keep 
up your mafquerades, in the primitive infiitution of mak- 
ing cuckolds, as it us'd to be, without bringing the 
young wenches into the myftery of matrimony before 
their time ? Where's my niece amotg you ? 'tis a burn* 
iog fliame to draw away a poor young girl into thefe de- 
bauch'd galloping doings, as you do. 

Mrs. FH. GoSl Mrs. Ttaxall^ not fo cenfbrious : pray 
Where's 4he harm of a little innocent diverfion ? 

Ttaz. Innocent diverfion, with a pox to't! for that 
will be the end on't at laft : ytry innocent diverfion in- 
deed 1 why, your mufic-meetings, dancing-meeting?, 
«ia(king«meetings, are all but pretences to bring you to- 
gether : and when yon meet, we know what you meet 
for well enough ; 'tis to the fame purpofe, in good troth : 
all ends in the innocent di^etfion. 

fy^li. Nay, faith, the gentlewoman has reafon for 
what (he fays. 

TiMK. Well, make me thankful for it ; there's one' 
civil gentleman among |you : and teally there^s a great 
deal of comfort in opening a poor woman's cafe to a dif* 
creet, good natnr'd gentleman t pray, ^r^ hear me ; and 
if you don't allow that I have fome caufe for what I do, 
I will be contented never to fee a coat- card, nor have 
Pam in my pocket again. 

Mrs, Fri, But who are you looking for all this while ? 

Ttaz9 
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7Vtfx*.Aii untowardly girl, to he fare, my coufin Fan* 
0jf^ madam ;• (he has undone herfelf, and my hopes of 
a hufband for her : gad forgive me, I have no patfence, 
when I think upon't : lad night, IFitnKOud forfooth> Ae 
carries her to the mufic-meeting; then one WiUitigt an 
impudent whore-mailering fellow,, he carries her home 
with him,, which I could forgive well enough too, if it 
ended there ; but now, when all things were agreed up- 
on, and Mr« Butiyhun was to give as a fupper, and figi^ 
the writings, in order to marry her to-morrow ; whea 
the baggage was call'd upon, to perform faer part, whip, 
ihe had given us the (lip, tack'd up her tail, and run a 
j-ogning after th'at feliow again : but L ihall light upon 
her. 

Lo'vi. Wildings what fay you to this ?. 

7V«x. O, fir, are yon there ? if there be any ju ft ice 
in England for. the women, I'll have you bound to the 
^ood behaviour ; I'll fwear the peace againtt you my* 
\c\fi for there's no-body fafe, young or old, at thisrate, 
if fuch whore-maflers as you are allow'd to do as you dob 

Wild^ I am bound already to behave.myfelf like a gen« 
tieman : I do what good I can, in my generation ; but 
injure, no- body* 

Teax. Sirrah, firrah,. you fhall find you have injur '4 
my neice, and me, before I have done with you. 

Wild. You won't.bring it to Wtfiminfitr^ I hope, to . 
be decided, who has moft injur'd her ; I, by being, civil '- 
to her; or you, by telling it to all the town* 

Tea%. Why that's true again. 

Wild. And let the company judge, who appears to be • 
mod her enemy ; I, in teaching her a very good trade 4 
or you, in endeavouring to break her, .before (he's well < 
f(?t up in't.' 

Court. Nay, now it goes againft yoq- \To TeazalL 

Wild, I have put her in a very good way ; if Ihe ma- 
nage it well, fhe'll make more on't, thaa her mother 
made of her matrimony. 

TVtfz. Nay, 'twas the ruin of her, that I grant you. . 
^ Wild. And let the worH come to. the word, if. ihe 
fails in this calling, ihe may begin in another, (as they 
' '- » ' da» 
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^o In ths city fometimes) 'tis bat fetting op- for a huf* 
band at lad. 

T€az. Bat that yoa won't consent to, it feeni^. < 

fViiW» Faich, madam, I ha*nt feen your neice £b€? 
morniog ; aud then Mrs. JVit-woud obliged me to give 
over my preteniions to her, upon the promife of procur- 
ing Mrs. Sightly for me. 

Sight, Without my knowledge, fir ? 

WiU* Indeed, madam, you were not to know of the 
bargain* « 

^fa«. Then yoo don't know where FaHny is I 

Wild. Not I faith, madam* 

WtlL We were joft complaining of Mrs. Whw9ud^% 
unkindnefs to you, as you came in. 

TtaZn Ay, fir, I am beholding to yott» 

Well. She has been very bafy all this night in carry^ 
ing on an intrigue, between your neice and fomebodys 
they are retir'd into the next room ; they went out at 
that door, if you have a mind to be fatisfy'd. 

Ttaz. I'm {orry^ fir^ I han't time to thank you for 
this favour : I muft make hafle,. for I'm refolv'd to be 
fatisfied. 

Scene draws ^ Jhows Friendall and Witwoad ufnn a, 
couch. 

Very fine ! here is a fight indeed ! 

Wit. Confufion! 

Mr, Fri, What a pox! dlftnrb a gentleman's pleafures f 
and in his own hou(e too I ha ! Witwoud here! nay then, 
would you had come fooner : madam, I beg your par- 
don for fome liberties I have taken with your ladyfhip ; 
hut, faith, I took, your for Mrs. Sigbtlj^ 

Wits I never was miflaken in you. 

Wild, You fee I had too great a refpe^t for you, and 
therefore provided you a more defer ving 

Wit. Fool; 

Will, And one that had as good.nator'd a defign upon 
Mrs. Sightly 9 as you had yourl'clf. 

TVtfss. Nay, now, gentlewoman, I think 'tis come 
ikome to you, and I am glad on't, with ^1 my heart. 

Sight* 
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.Sigh. Yoa have pai4 dear enough for that fcarf ; yov 
may keep it for a pattern for yoor friends, as 'twas bor* 
row'd for: I won*t infult over yoii» and am only pleas'd 
that Ihave 'fcapM your fnares. 

Wii, That difappointment is my greateft curfe ; and 
difappointments light npon you all. [Goes ouu 

Court. Thi« is yonr miftrefs* captain. 

Spring. And I 'gad (he fliall be mine now in fpight of 
her teeth : for finee I find flie can be civil upon occafion> 
I fliall beat her into good manners, if (he refufes me* 

[Gois aftirhn^ 

WelU Every thing has fallen fb mnch to your advan« 
tage, that fure the fault I made may be forgiven : what 
amends I have in my power, I am ready to make you : 
my liberty, of what I have to give, is what I value moft %, 
and that is yours, when you confent to let me make you 
mine* 

Sight. This is too fudden to be ferious; when you'ro^ 
in earneft, you won't need an anfwer. 

Wild. They. are ftriking up a peace on all hands, gen*^ 
tlemen \ we ihall be left out of the treaty: 

Li've* There's yet a lady to declare herfelf. 

Mn. Fru Mr. Friendallf I'm forry you thought it ne^ 
ceflary- to your pleafures, to make me a witnefs of my 
ill ufage: you know lean, and have paft many things^ 
feme women would think wrongs, as fuch refent 'em,, 
and return 'em too : but you can tell how I*ve behav'd: 

Mr. Fri, Like a gentlewoman always, madam, and" 
my wife. 

Mrs. Fri. The unjuft world, let what will be thecauie 
of our complaint (as there is canfe fufiicient ftill at: 
home) condemn us to a ilavery for life : and if by fepa* 
ration we get free, 'then all our hufband's faults are laid ' 
on us : this hard condition of a woman's Qite, I've of- 
ten weigh'd, therefore refolv'd-to bear : and I have bom ; 
O ! what have I not born ? but patience tires with fuch 
opprefling wrongs, when they come home' to triumph> 
over me; and t^ll the town how much I am defpis'd. 

Mr. Fru 
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Mr, FrL I fee we are both dlfappointed in this affair of 
matrimoDy; it is not the condition you expedied ; nor 
has it the advantages I proposed. Now, madam, fince 
*tis impolGble to make it happy between us^ let as even 
refolve to make it as eafy as we can. 

Afr/« FrL That muft be my bufinefs aow» 

Mr, Fri. And mine too, I aiTure yoa : look yoo» ma* 
dam, your own relations fhall provide for you at plea- 
fUre, out of my edate $ I only article that I may have a 
freedom of viuting you, in ,the round of my acquaint* 
ance. 

Mrs. Fn\ I muil be ftill your wife, and Aili unhappy." 

Lovi. What alteration this may make in my fortune 
with hefi I don't know ; but Tm glad I have parted 
them. 

Mr. Ftiu Well, gentlemen, I caa*t be very much dif* 
pleas'd at the recovery of my liberty, I am only forry 
jyitwoud was the occafioa of it : for an old blown- upon 
fte-wit, is hardly an intrigue to juftify the feparation oa 
my iide» or make a man very vain of his fortune. 

Love* This yon malk all exped* who marry fools $ i 
tlnlefs you form 'em early b your fchools^ S 

And make *effl| , what thejr weit dcfign'd fer^ toott^ \ 
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EPILOGUE, 

Spoken by Mrs. Barry* 



1 



MT chara^er^ not being much in nrogut% 
Hat dra^jon mi h iojpeak the Epiiogac: 
But^ pray conceivt me right t not to di/parogt 
9'hat andtntt 'En^iih perquijite of marriage ; 
Whi€hi nj^ben the priefts firft made all pleafure Jta^ 
Fmfter than they iould cheat usf drew uj in 
Witb rites and liberties of Kuckoldtng, 
^bat U5*d to he the cufiom^ and fo common ^ 
No girl but nuijh^d herfdf a marry* d v.oman, 
Whether V^e done my hujband rights or no % 
Mofl nvomen may be in the rights that do : 
Our author does not fet up for reformings • 
Or gin/ing hints to feois who njOon^t take ^warning : 
His pleas^d^ that o$her people an pleased too, 
9^0 help to reap that banutft njuhi^h theyjow : 
For among all $be cuckolds of this tonun^ \ 

Who jho<w themfel^esy and an as daily JhoDiin% > 

Our poeit may makefome c/^gm their ov.n» J 

You find in me what may esrcufe a wife : 
Compare at home tbt piQurt with the life. 
And mofi of you may find a Friendall there f 
Andmoft of you monjufily us^d than berei 
Our author has his endSf if ho can fiow, 
The wotniu ne*tr nnant caufe for njishat tbiy do : ' 
For, ladies, all his aim is pUafing you, 
Somo mtttled f parks, who nothing can nuitbfiand. 
Tour 'velvet 'fhrtuHi' hunters, may demand. 
Why, ivhen the means nvere in the ladies band. 
The hufband ci'vil, and the lover near, 
Vo more was made of the *wife^s charaSer T 
Damn mi, cries one, bad I been Becterton, 
And ft ruts, and cocks, 1 know nuhat I bad done ; 
She ftjould not ba* got clear of me fo foon* 
Ton only fear fuch plays mcy fpoil your garni s 
But flejh attd frailty always are tit fame : 
And we Jball ft ill proceed in our old w^yp 
For all that you can do, or pettf /ay. 



i 
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maid's last PRAYER; 

on. 
Any, rather than Fail. 

A 

COME D Y. 

Ai it wAi A&td at the 
THEATRE ROYAL» 
B^ Their Majesties Servant Si 
la the Year 1693* 

— — Valeat res ]udicra> fi me 

Palma negata^ macraxn : donata reducit opimum. 

HoK« Epift. !• lib. a* 
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TO THE HONOURABLE 



Mr. CHARLES B OYL: 



SIR, 

TH E R E is no condition ean fqbfift wholly 
upon itfelf : and I am bound to depend, as 
every man, more or lefe, is, upon the favour of the 
woiid, to carry him through the troublefomc journey 
of this life ^ nor do I think it my misfortune to wait 
upon a great man's rifing fometimes^ to put him in 
mind of me. While I can keep myfelf out of thC;. 
neceffity of flattering fools, I fhall not very much 
repine at my condition. Fm fure Vm fafe here, be- 
caufe you are fafe every where : and when a com- 
mon confent encourages an opinion, I ihall hardly 
be thought in the wrong, to do as other people do. 

Sir, when poetry becomes a man's bufinefs, it 
will hardly prove another man's diverfion, though a 
play once a year, looks very like turning into the 
profeiGon, I am a little better acquainted with the 
town, than to impofe myfelf this way upon them ; 
and let it be the defence of my writing, that I haVe 
nothing elfe to do. 

I know 
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1 know play-writers, like ipen of other employ* 
mentsi where the honeft advantages are fo fm'al), are 
fufpcSed in their dealings, of indireft, underhand 
pra£tices» to carry on their trade. For my part, fir, 
I propofe nothing more than an opportunity of de- 
claring myfelf in my turn, that I have grown up by 
degrees, with the general underftanding, and judg- 
ment of the town, into a refpedl and honour that 
every body has for you t this, fir, is the only way I 
have of publifhing niine: and writing has always 
been allowed of, when there was no other way left 
of difcovering the paffion. 

Some convenience, and a great deal of pleafure, 
firft carried^ me into this wanton way of wickcdnefs, 
(thofe o!d feducers, profit, and pleafure) that have 
brought at.laft a great many of both fexes, into the 
common entertainment of the town. 

I have had my ends of this play, and fliould have 
J)een glad if it had anfwered every bodies : I think it 
has its beauties, though they did not appear upon the 
ftage, and it is not the fmallell: commendation^ to 
be able to divert you in private. ^ 

If I run into the courfe of a dedication, I (hall be 
loft in the chara£ler of Mr. Boyl; for when I have 
faid all I can, I fhall fall fhort of every man's opi* 
nion; and no body, but yourfelf, will think I can 
fay enough of you : at home, or abroad ; in the 
camp, or in the court, Mr. Boyrs behaviour, and 
addrefs, is the pattern of every gallant man's imita- 
tion ; fo much, that, from what I have feen, and 
hjard of you, I muft believe tbatthere is no province 

of 
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of humanity^ but, at one time or other of your Kfe, 
you are dcfigned to command. . Let it fati^fy, fir, your 
prefent ambition, to conquer in the faireft' field of 
viftory, to triumph in the court, and in fpight of the 
cabals, and whifpers of the drawing room, to be uni- 
verfally allowed the fine gentleman : which as it 
feems the eafieft, has always been thought the hardeft 
charafler of a great man to maintain. 

Sir, fincc the diftance of your quality and fortune, 
has made it impofHble to come near you, as a friend, I 
hope you will allow me to wait upon you as, ^ 



Sir, 

Your real humble fcrvant. 



T. SOUTH ERNE. 
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PROLOGUE: 

Spoken hj Mrs. B a r r r. 

TH£ T miho muft mfrils (for miritin^s a Ji/tafi} 
Should makt it their njuboli ftudy bonn to pUaft s 
And tbat^s a thing our author fain *woU*d do ; 
Bnt woifir men than hi muft till him honv •* 
For jou^ re fo' changeable t thattifory moon. 
Some up/tart *whimj^ knoch thi old omos down* 
Sometimes bluff heroes fleafe by dint of arms $ 
And fometimes tender nonfenfe has its charms : 
Noiv lo've and honour flrut in hujkit^ d merfe ; 
Then^ atone leap^youftumble tntofarct^ 
Like true fanaiicSf never long content 
IVitb any fettled form of government : 
Eager in choicif as eager inforfaking ; 
Youfrft hlafpheme the gods of your o-wn makings 
Let poets henceforth lay their rules ajide ; 
And takefome ruling planet for their guide ; 
JVi? more frequent their fam^d ParnafTus* tops j 
Vultfs it be to place their telefcopes : 
For fuch as hope to mfrit your efteem^ 
Mnft quit tbeir Horace, and ereQ afcheme. 
Thus they may find a way to pleaje the pit ^ 
Provided they infure tbeir play e from tvifw 
Our author^ this way doubtful offuccefs^ 
(Forfomemen have no flars^ as h\\\y fays) 
Himfelff and play^ upon the boxes throws^ 
From perfeS beauties, to imperfeS beaux* 
To you, fair firs (for I mufl call you fo^ 
Since art, infpigbt of nature , makes a bean) 
Who in fide hox% in feeming. judgment fit , 
Like barren tell-clocks to attend the pit ; 
In all humility he doetfubmit, 
. Not that he needs to doubt you for his play s 
We know your courage lies another tuay. 
Nor will he court you, like feme fervile elves ^ 
Whoflatttryou as much tssyouyourfilves : 

Let 
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fcW tBem frocUum tht cbnquefi of your looh ; 
^bat Bug'^iar tuordfiail never burn his hooks* 
Touy laMiS9 hi adoruyun^ omfnsyour , charms y 
Mori powerful than the great eft monarches arms* 
Hopes the kindhea'u^ns loill all your *wijhes grant f 
Whither they be for huJhanU, or gallant : 
Nay^ Bath, and Wells, a^once^ if both you want* 
Not doubtingyour good'uaturefor a man, 
Wh(tf to Mgey^i does the b0 he can* » 



i 
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DRAMATIS PERSON-fi. 



MEN. 



GRANOERf 

Gayman, 
Garnish* 

Lord Malbpert, 

Sir RuFP RancounTeRi 

Sir Symphony, 



Mr. PonoiUr 
Mr. Bo*wmant 
Mr. Alexan^^f* 
Mr. Doggett, 
Mr. Bright* 
Mr. B$'w€n» 



Captain Drydrubi* married to Si am, Mr. VnierbilU 
Jang* Page to Lady^SusAN, Bitty AlUnfin. 



WOMEN. 



Lady Malbpert, 
Lady Trickitt, 
Lady Susan MALEPERt, 
Maria, 

WiSHWELL, 

S I A M , an Indian Woman , 
Florence, Woman to Lady 

TniCKiTT, 

Judy, Woifnan to Lady Susan, 
Christian, Maid to Wishwell, 
Betty, Maid to Siam. 
Footmen, Porter to Sir Symphony'i 
Mufic-meeting. 



Mrs. Barry. 
Mrs. Bractgirili. 
Mrs. Montf§rd. 
Mrs. Rogers. 
Mrs. Bit tea OH* 
Mrs. Ltigb* 

V Mrs. Kent* 

Mrs. Rachel Lee* 
Mrs. Perin. 

> Mr. Piakytiutn. 



SCENE, London, 
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T H 



Maid^s last Prayer 

' O Ri 

AnV, RATtlER tHAN FaIL, 



A C T L SCENE!. 

SCEkE, TrickiU's mufe. 
Enftr Q^^mvX'and Granger/rfm Play* 

Gjl Ano b r» 

A Pox on yotir balTeC : catchy me at that damttM 
game tbis twelvemonth again, and may 1 live to 
Vlllue myielf upon the modiih reputation of a gentile 
tailieur. 

Xaay, And tliat has mad^ a fortune before no\^* 
Grang. It never (hall make mine : death ! I have no 
patience to be efcrnally jilted by ^-/^/Vw— — 
Gay* But not the ladies Granger, 
Graag, The ladies ? there lies the fecfct : when you de- 
£gh a bank, you firft- confider what beauties you (hall 
get to draw in cuHom': and 1 cou'd tell you, as a certaini 
lord did, when afk'd, why he devef play'd at tiiy lady 
PatAfockmh,'^ 

F t Gay. 
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Gay, As how, pray? 

Grang. Why, fincc you prcfs me— I don't like your 
women. 

Gay. Sure you forget my charming lady Trickitt | and 
that's inhofpiUble in her own houfe. 

Grang, No, faith, I have her in my thoughts, a freih 
idea of her, and her little cheats ; her naufeous tofs, and 
all thofe affedations that ought to make a woman odious 
to men of fenfe. 

Gay. Gad a mercy, St. George for England i nowr 
wou'd your man of travel and true drefs be tranfported 
with what your right-born Britain finds fuch fault wkh $ 
and think thefe little agreements of abfolute ticcei&ty to 
make a miflrefs relifli. 

Grang. To make a miftrefs relifh ! to make a mlftrefs 
ftink of the familiarity of half the town ; I muft own my 
want of good breeding ; the hogo's much too ftrong for 
me. 

Gay. Thou monfler of ingratitude ! I heard thfs very 
woman, within this month, fay, there was not fo agree- 
a man in town as Mr. Granger \ fo generous a friend, 
and fo good-humour'd a gentleman, efpecially upon a 
winning hand.— 

Grang, Why there's the devil on't: one night, about 
that time, ^e loft her money, and I wa« bcky ; (he, tcr 
my face, cried up the generolity of thofe who make their 
friends partakers of their good fortune : and I was too 
well fatisiied with mine to contradi^ her: next morning 
ihe fent to fpeak with me, on earneft bufinefs, which 
was to borrow five hundred guineas, promifing to repay 
me with fuch a grace, that no one who had not the ho- 
nour to know her iady(hip> cou'd have had the heart ta 
rcfufe her. 

Gay. Arid^how cou'd you retire like a man of ho- 
nour/ 

Grang* I told her mine was a younger brother's for- 
tune; not to be ventur'd but on good fecurity ; fhe in- 
deed kindly profFer'd me the beft fh^ had about her— — 

Gay* And fo you fign'd and feal'd ? 

Grang. lio, faith ; without adnfing with counfel, I 

knew 
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knew *twas io incomber'd with fbps and blockheadsy 
there was nothing in remainder for a reafonable man : 
there's not a rogue (o naufeous, but is wekome to her 
Ibrhts moneys all that tvtNibe lowers, lenders, or giver?, 
have an equal claim to her good graces : from the grin- 
ning iUnking lord, to the fat booby Tquire, whofe unfa- 
voury vapours wen'd offend the ladies nofes, in any ruel 
bttt her ladyfhip's. 

Gaj» But what fay you to my lovely lady Muhpirt f 
file's more particular, one man at once fufiices there. 

Grang. Wou'd it were always to be her hufodnd ■ 
That a woman at eighteen, an age when love and plea* 
fare us*d to rule, (hon'd in the midft of plenty, value her- 
felf upon the reputation of a pufolican, and always fit at 
the receipt of cuRom I rot her, Ihe hw lefs mercy tban a 
BTOuntebank's bill : no cure, ite money, is a moral ho- 
nefty in the furgeon ; but no money, no cure, is only the 
cohfcience of a whore. 

• 'Gtfy. Pr^ndiee of ^diiei^ii, Ofdrn^^r .* her inclina* 
lions may be good, and fFiJhwilPz inflae«ee over-rule 
'em : ihe governs there,|and inters governs her. 

Grange Nay, Mrs. if^jB'weits the very Hower of mo- 
ekrn indnftry, avid ihewj a mafter-ftroke in all (he does: 
firft, to Tttfifinate, at^errage, YntO the inclinations of this 
. yotrn^ lady '; then> wkh h^p chara^er, to perf«ad0 the 
family (he was a fit inilru6lor for- her; and, which is 
more, to make lord'Z/»^j, iho' tarn'd of fifty > agreeable 
•fo-alteeflfift^h;^ 

' 'G^. Bnt ik^ve all, ti» break the letgee 'twirt her 
and her lord's aifnt, roy lady Su/aftj who tho' a friend 
'«0 the prajeHion, coa'd not end^ire to have it bioughc 
about by any but the family. 

Grang* Yes, that youthful virgin of five and forty, 
with a (welling rump, bow legs, a- fhining face, arKl 
colfy*d cye«.b^6^s (of what breath (he pleafes) fure fhe's 
an oj^girtlil : 'th the moil familiar duek, always engag'd 
a month before-hand : (he'd no more mifs a ball, than 
the curling her little finger when (he eats, tho' (he hob- 
bles worfe than Jhigail in the Scornful Ladj whefl (he "has 
broke her crupper. 

F3 Gay. 
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Gay^ No matter fpr sH that, I am obligfd to ker. 
^ Gmng. O yes, by having the hgnour to be your bawd, 
ihe thought to recomend herfelf to be my miUrefs. 

Gay* Defpiiing her, as you do, why are you To often 
with her? Your viiits are as regular as my youRg maker's 
; to the crooked heirefs, whom his prndent parent has 
pick'd out to be the future ble^ng of the family. 

Grang. Why, to confefs my fins, and bjulh for.all at 
.once— — iincel refus'd TricAitt the five hundred pounds, 
J don't know what the devil's the matter with her, but 
fhe has made me fome advances, that have put me into a 
curiofity of knowing the .meaning of 'em. But, daoro 
her, while 1 believe hqr endeavouring to |>erraade me 
' that ihe is in love with me, 1 think I am in love with 
her : I can't fee to the end on't : but ihe, and my wor- 
.thy lady Su/aiiy being as you know* infeparable» I need 
explain no farther. 

Gay* Speaking ofTririi/f, as you have always done, I 
duRfthavefworn of.herwiiole fex ihe was thelaAia 
your opinion. 

Grattg, AudfotkcUt . , 

Gajf. And yet you follosy her. 

Grang, I confider the principles of a miUjiefft no more 
than of a good comjpanion, they are both the inftramentfl 
of pleafure for the time» aad to be trnfted with nothiog 
beyond that meeting. 

Gay. B\it can you love without elleem ? 

Grang. Why, you conrt lady MaUptrt i you eao have 
no real efteem for a woman of htx mercenary cha« 
l-aAer. 

Gay, Cou'd I reclaim her I ibou'd be happy ; at leail 
the trial will be pleafant. 

Grange How does this agree with your paffion for 
lAaria T can you be falfe to her ? 

Gay* She won't let me be true to her : I have tryM 
her every way but one ; and that one way, that highway 
of matrimony, 'twill come to at lad, I believe. 

Grang. I always thought Wijhutll your friend in this 
bafinefs. 

Gay* The lord has got the better of me ; yet J will 

vifit 
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vlfit her aeain, to get her into 1117 intereft if I can ^ if 
I fail in that, I fliall at leaft have the pleafare of railing 
at her. 

Gratig, Nay, never think oTcoring the mercenary itch 
in an old woman ; 'tis the very tetter of that fex ; and 
more or lefs breaks out upon 'em all; the young ones 
^are not dear on't. 

Gay* Here comes the noble lord MaUptrt^ and that 
mirror of chivalry, Sir Ruff RancounUr : their convcrfa- 
tion ibou'd be diverting, let's Hand back and obferve 
'em. 

Enter Sir Ruff, Lirsi Malepert banging upon bis arm* 

Sir Ruff. Grangtr, methoughty us'd yoarlordihip a lit- 
tle fcorvily : I wonder you coa'd bear it ; for my part, I 
always^make mince-meat of any fellow, that offers but 
half fo much to me. 

L^. Mai, Pifli, he lofl his money, and I teaz'd him ; 
thefe things are nothing between us : beiidet, I am witty 
upon him in my turn, I call him wafp. 

Sir Ruff. Nay, I mad ailow yoa are .too hard for him 
at repartee ; but a man of honour, my lord, ihou'd never 
pot up the leaft indtgnity s you never fee him offer the 
. the liice to Gt^pman. 

Li, Mai Who ? Gaymam ? Lord I he's the fervileft fel- 
low, the minifiersdo fo laugh at him. 

^,>. Rtiff. Why, he'll fight, my lord. 

Li. Mai, O Jefu ! fitli never faid any thing to the 
contrary : he's a very worthy perfOQ ; I always re^on 
him among my bed friends, whacever 1 fay of him. I 
affure you he did all his exercifes at> ihe academy to a 
miracle : he and I rid the great horfe together. 

Sir Ruff, The great horfe, my lord ? Sure yoa f >rget 
yoarfelf, your lady's pad went a great way *^iih you. 

Li* MaL Why, really. Sir Ruff^ you won't believe 
me ; but I became the manage fo well, that I verily be- 
lieve I had been in the army but for one thing- ~« 

Sir Ruff. What was that, pray ? 

Ld. MaL Why, they faid riding too much wou'd 
teach me to turn in my toes, and fpoii my dancing ; and 

F 4 yoa 
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you know a body wou'd not do tkat for le6 thaa a r«« 
giment, and they oFer'd me but a troop. Was joa at 
the play ] ail night ? 

Sir Rug. Ye«, what of that ? 

Ld.MaU Was WifirwiU ikitxtj Well, ihe^s the beft 
woman. 

Sir Ruff. You have caufc to fay fo. 

Li. MaL Yes» really, (he's always i^ paniciriar to me : 
I have feen her fo play upon my lord hoftyy when he was 
jnuch a greater man than L 

Sir Ruff. Has not flie play*d for him too, my lord ? 

Grang. This blockhead will (ell him. he's a cuckold to 
his face. * [Afidu 

' Ld^ MaL Well, my wife's mightily oblig'd to her. 
She's admitted to her toilet, when ike's am>ad to d«w 
cheffes ; thea fhe gave her the iiiieft present of flefii on 
board an Eafl India (hip ; Lofty had bat jdft given it her* 
I am to have a gown and flippers of it isyielfT 
. Gramg. Yes, and a night* cap toow Can this pilppy be 
fo blind, not to know w£> made hit wife that prefent ? 

Sir Ruff. When was yon at Mrs. Siam^i f 

Ld. Mai Laft night, at tens we 'n§M dKfe ; Idid 
Le/fy, iViJhnvtU^ my wife, and Is my wife fe»t nar home 
for more money ; but before I came back, where do yoa 
think they were gone?— -Why, even to WifbnMlN^ 
where we had the prcttiell fapper t after we atofe ivoko^ 
table, Wijhnjcell took me aiide, as (he os'd to do, to rail 
with her, at the vices of the age \ I thank her, ihe knew 
which way to oblige m e ■ 

Grang, And the whole company. 

Sir Rvf. Why, after all, this was no compliment to 
xny lady. 

Ld, Mai. Why, lord ! Sir Ruff, you don't think we 
left her alone : we were better bred, 1 a(rure you : my 
lord and (lie went into the little room, with the crimfon 
couch, to talk of fiate afi^irs : now you mufl know my 
wife anderdands dace affairs to a miracle : (he picks up 
all the news of the drawing-room, to inform me of at 
night ; for her whole bu(inef9, you muil know, is to make 
me rife— — 
' Grang. 
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Gr/tng. Out of bed from her, I believe yon. [JjiJf. 

Gay, Wou'd fhe had a better employment. l^/^* 

Sir Ruff* To make you rife I 'tis Joft labour very often 
my lord ; for, after all, you don't look much like a man 
ofbofifnefs. 

Ld, Mai, O Lord, fir ! you're miftaken in me; I love 
ftate affairs mightily ; and underftand *cm, tho' 1 fay it, 
paHably well : why, I had a politic mafter all the white 
I waj in France*, without vanity, I got oiFa (heriffthit 
winter, in fpight of the commiffioners. 

Sir Ruff, Was not Maria with you at WiJhriDfllh > 

Ld, MaL Ay, ay, Maria, came in and interrupted us ; 

Maria c^me in -a lady of your acquaintance,— -^as 

good'a maid, tho* f fay it— 

Sir Ruff. Though you fay it ?^ What can you fay of 
her? 

Ld. Mah Why, thou haft fuch an aking tooth after 
that maidenhead of hers ; but fhe won't marry you ; be- 
iides, (he has no maidenhead. 

Sir Ruff, Has your lordfhip no coxcomb ? 

Ld. Mai, Why, what do you mean, Sir Ruff? I never 
was afk'd fuch an uncivil queftion in all my life. Jefu ! 
mayn't a man make a jeft, or io, upon a friend, in a civil 
way ? • 

Sir Ruff, Ndt where my honour, or the honour of my 
miftreA is concernM. 

Ld, Mah Pifh, I honour her as much as you do : I 
think her virtuous, let the world fay what they will of 
her. ' 

Sir Ruff. Will that repair the injury ? Damme, ^Tll 
hayc lattsfaflion, or 1^1 wring your neck off. 

Ld, Mai. Help there ! treafon ! I am the lord MaUptrt^ 

feize him fomebody but, dear Sir Ruff, I meant no 

harm in the world ; butas I love railing mightily, I can't 
forbear a witty jeft fometimes— 

[Granger and Gayman comrfernuard* 

Sir Ruff, D?mn your duit jeft;— — this place and 
companjr protcft you, and fo adie^, lord Loggerhead. 

[Exih. 
¥s Id.MaL. 
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L^, Mai. Mr. Granger, Mr. Gajmoftf your fervantj 
were yoa at the Park lad night i 

Cay» Was your lordfhipa hunting with the king f 

14MjL Jefu ! I a huntiog? No, God forbid. Yooi 
have the prettied trimihing, Mr. Granger: did you buy 
•it at the Fr*nch protedant's ? 

Gr/ing, That's a queftion for my taylor.— ^— Who was 
he that left yoa juft now ? 

LJ, MaU Hon«(l Sir Ruff, Does the qoeen fee com- 
pany ? 

Grang. He os*d your honour fomethiog coarfely^ I 
thoygbt. 

LJ. M/fl, Pifli» 'tis a pleaiant bluficriog; fellow, I allow 
him all hid humours, and he knows mine, 

G^amg, It feems he does. 

Ld, Mah Now you muft know I am very qoiec and 
good-natur'd 'tiHl am vex'd, hat then I'm the devih-*- 

Gaj. At twelve ril meet you in the Park. 

Grang, Stay, day, well go together. 

Ld, MaL' Did you Jo(e to-night, Mr. Granger f 

Gretwf* Did your lady (up at Mrs. fFiJbwtS*s i 

Ld, SdaL Pifi), did you win then ? 

Gratig. Pid my lord L$/tj fup there too ? 

Ld. Maf. Very foolifh ; were you a faver then I 

Qrang. Zounds ! did you leave 'em alose ? That's the 
way for you to be a winner. 

Ld. MaL Welt, my wife does (o laagh at him when 
we're alone; (he's only civil to him becanfe he's a rela- 
tion. She fays his converfation's fo out of faihion, and 
if'fte ihouM pretend to make love— — 

Gay. She woa'd make ytxy good {port with him. 

Grang. I dare f^^ear for her. 

Ld, MaL Yes« I vow aow« for I aiTure you (he haaa 
world of wit, as my aunt.^ii/2i« fays:: flie'U play upon 
me fometimes before company ; but that you, know is the 
f aft ion —-^ 

Graffg, What, to play upon your lordfliip^ 

Ld. Mai. Pilh^ no, I mean to ufe a. hulband negli- 
gently in public ; but then die's fo fond of me in pri« 
YAte ; Day, faith> our humpurs jump to a hair^ ihe*U rait 
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a miracle, and you know I love railing mightily— --But 
do you rcfolvc to quit baflct? 

Grang, Damn it, 'twas invented by the levellers, and 
fuited to all capacities ; 'tis the devil and all to lofe aU 
ways to fools. 

Ld. MaL I always lofe too ; bot witty meo, you know^ 
are feldom fucky. 

Grattg. 1 mull to my lodgings; fend Tome rouleaus to 
the bank, to pay my damnM debts, and learn to b« 
wifer for the future : (hall I have your hooour's com^ 
pany ? 

Ld. MaL Jefu ! Mr. Grangtr^ I beg yon ten thoofand 
pardons ; I covet no man's company 10 much as yoor» ; 
out i muft go to Sir Fminim Fa^*uiU*St drink tea at 
Stamps, and the^. to the le?ees of three/ priv^y coufli» 
fellors. ^ 

Gay. You're a necelTary man to 'em. 
Ld, MaL Why, really, bar Sir Feminintt there's not « 
nan in town carry's 'em freiher news. 

Grang. Nay, he's a prodigy of intelligence. 
Ld, Mai, And very well wii^h the miniftry, upon my 
Word : no matter who's in play, he fticks to the offices^ 
and not the men ; there's.not a word fpoken in the play* 
houfe, chocolate-houfe^ or drawing room, but he givea 
'em an account of. 

Grang. You forget the coffee-honfes. 
Ld. MaL O fihhy ! he leaves them to fuch as can eir* 
dare the lltnk of tobacco ; no, he's too delicate for that» 
and 1 believe nothing lefs than the betraying the fecrets 
of a bofom friend, couM perfuade him to fpeak to a tmn 
•that came out of one. I went to him from vifiting an old 
aunt, that was taking a pipe : the fmoke, I believe, got 
into my perriwig, but he fmelt me out immediately, and 
made his valet de chambre turn me down ftairs, I muft 
fay that for him : nay, I vow he's an extraordinary fine 
gentleman, and knows a fool, as well 
Grang. As your lord (hip. 

Ld, MaL Yes, I vow now, does he : gad Co, 'tis al* 

xoofi eight o'clock, fo dear Mr. Granger^ and Mr. Gay^ 

F d 
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wan, your fcrvant: you'll be at my aont Su/aH^s this af- 
ternoon ; 'tis her day you know. . 
Gran, Gay, Infallibly, my lord. 
[Exit Ld. Mai. cne ot^, Granger, Gaymao, anctber. 

SCENE draivn, /hews La. Trickitt, Maria and Gar- 
ni fh making up the bank^ la^dtfcatttr^dabcut, 

L.Tric, What luck's this child? To win of Sir Xm- 
htr Lonvlyy and my lady Sinktr^ (both defperate debts) 
loCe all our ready money, befides a Aim \o Granger., 

Maria. Did Mr. Granger win ? I came in late, yea 
know. 

Z. Trie. Upon my life, child, we owe him a hundred 
4uid hiiy pounds. 

Matt a. I take your word, madam; but indeed I 
thought he had been a lofer, J am fure he fretted at the 
.ofual rate. 

L. Trie, You miftake him, child, ^tis his hamonr; he's 
as hard to pleafe as a fick monkey ; and when he is, it 
fits as aukwardly upon him as a French fuit on a young 
Spaniard^ newly fet out to travel. 

Enter Servant. 

Strv. Mr. Grangtrh man's to wait on your laJyihip. 

jL. Trie. Tell him I'm gone to bed, bid him come 
after dinner, and the money ihall be ready — [Exit ^erif. 
He's flrangely preiCng; methinks he might have fUy'4 

'till next bafTet Now if this fellow be fool enough not 

to. underiland me, and fhou'd bring in the money, all 
\Vill be difcover'd. [Jfide. 

Servant rit'Urns wth three Rouleaus, 
Serv. Madam, he fays, Mr. Granger gives his /ervice 
to your ladyfhip, and has fentyou the hundred and fifty 
pounds he lofl to the bank. 

L, Trie. Well, this fitting up docs fo prey upOn the 
memory : why, I durft ha' fworn he ow'd that fum : 
well, child, as't happens, this is no ill night to thee. 
Garn. Thanks to the timely meflage— - [Jfide* 

Maria* 
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Maria. They come fo feldom, but Mr. Grangvh the 
moft pundlual man. 

Garn. He's every way a man of honoor. 

Z. Trie. So wafpifli, there's no living with him : of 
all things he's my averfion. 

Gam. I mull be better fatisfy'd of that, before I be- 
lieve you. [4fi^^* 

Maria, He's fomctimcs fplenetic indeed, but 'tis thro* 
fo much 20od fenfe and breeding, 'tis rarely fecn, and 
always diverting, 

Z. Trie, Dear Maria\ how can you fay this ? did you 
ever know him offer at a civil thin^ ? no, 'tis an arrant 
churl : and for the honour you mention, Mr. Gamifit he 
talks too much of it, to have more than his ihare. 

Maria^ I'll not difpute his character with you ; fhaU 
we meet anon at my lady Su/an's ? 

Z. Trie, ril not fail you, child, flic's one of the gang, 

Maria, I take my leave. [Exit. 

Z. Trie. Adieu, Maria, adieu dear child — Why what 
a credulous creature this is ! 

Gam, Lord, madam, bow can you impofe fo upon your 
friend f 

Z. Trie* Tell me of friend fliip ! bo, as my lord fays, 
there's no true friend hut money— 

Gam. How, n»dam ? 

Z. Trie. And yourfelf. But let us ^et as much money 
as we can ; 'twill fecnre your friendihip to me. 

Garfi, It cannot need fuch a (ecurity-^—Well, madam, 
you have reconciled me to fome things-— i^for your fer- 
vice. 

Z. Trk, And for your own, good iir. 

Gran» That I cou'd never have thought on, for 
myfelF. 

Z. Trie, And you have perfuaded me to another 
thing. 

Gran, For both our fervices. 

Z. Trie, That I wou'd ha' done for nobody elfc, 

Gar/i, There's no repenting of any thing I can do, for 

you, or with you ; \1 am a flave to all your interefts, cm- 

, 6 ploy 
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ploy yoar cunning, I'll affift your arts ; cheat all your 
friends but me. 

L. Trie. Cheat you ? 

Garti. Has Mr, Granger done any thing to make him 
youraverfion ? you won't allow him to be a roan of ho- 
nour ; have you a mind topn( hiro to the trial ? When you 
refnufe a man a commendation that every body giv^s him^ 
you muft pardon me, if I think, 'tis for fome private 
reafon of yoor own : befides» I never knew a woman de- 
clare an unreafooable averiion for a man in public, that 
had not a mind to have a better opinion of him in pri- 
vate. 

Z. Trie. What, you are jealous of him I 

Gam. Not jealgus, madam : but 'tis a weaknefs to Be 
too fccure ; while I tally 'd to the company, I had my 
' eyes about me ; and indeed by what you look'd, or did» 
or faid to him, I cou'd not find out yoor averfion. 

L. Trie. A very boyiih jealoufy indeed t he loft to ns, 
and I was civil to him ; nay, civil to his loflesy not to 
htm ; I can do no more to ferve the common canfe,, Co 
certain to our intereft—— , 

Enter Florence. 

' Gam. I do believe you can do what you pleafe ; and 
I'll watch your pleafurc \^Jfi^u 

L. Trie. U your lord (lircing yet, Florence T 

Flor. He has been in his dreffing-room this half hour, 
madam. 

L. Trie. Then 'tis as I wou'd have it; and a fair time 

for me to go to bed J come— [Exit Flor. 

' Gam. Shajl we meet this afternoon ? 

L. Tfic* Not this afternoon, I. have bufinefi; hardly 
this week I fear : I hopfc- I've faiisfy'd your jealoufy. 
You don't know enough of me \Exi}. 

Garn. I do know enough, enough to fatisfy me; there's 
no knowing more than flie has a mind to ; 
And all the knowledge our weak fearch can find, 
£ut proves^ there is no knowing 'womankind. [Exit* 
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A C T II. S C E N E I. 

Wifliwell at her toilet with Chriftian. 

^F7/^.T3R*y*^*«« ^««^* fidIJDg» *ti8 well enoogh. 

X Cbrift, Madam, yoo wou'd have your thmgs 
lit handfomely. 

Wijb. Decently, I woa'd ; what yoii call handfoIl]e^yy 
is a nicenefSf Won'd as ill become roe as afoltana does 
a fat body, or a high commode a lean face ; and only 
ierve to make my decays more remarkable. 

Ckrifi. Will you pleafq, to ufe the waih--— <- 

JFtftf. I ufe the waih ! ^ woman turn'd of fifty was 
jie'er defign'd to b^ look'd upon : I may waih, and patch, 
and pleafe myfelf; cheat my hopes with the daily expence 
of plainer and repairs } nobody will take the tenement 
4>S my hands. Men ofe us as we ufe oor fpedacles, 
€0 draw the object nearer to Ihe fenfe : indeed we are 
the fitted means to gnide and light their dark defigns 
iiome to their ends on younger women. No matter for 
the cbara6ler $ I live by them» and they fliali love by 
xne. While I am miftrefs of MaUpert's beauty, I am 
not very fenfible of the ]ok of^ my own : for her fake I 
will be courted : I have fo many how-d'ye's, and invita- 
.tions in the morning upon her account; fo many vifits 
in the afternoon ; and A> many bows in the drawing-room 
•at night. 

Chrijf, For her fake you have fo many raffllngs, and 
whoever throws moft, you win the prize: for her (ake, 
my proud lord Le/tf, who fcarce bows to heaven, 
cringes to you ; and for her fake the whole town cal^s 
you Da wd. [Jfide. 

ffijb. Time has been, when by the merits of my own 
face b u t 

Chifl* V had almoft forgot, madarn^ Mrs* Lucy was 
liere this morning, and defires you to remember Mr, 
QgUiAtell of the Temple. 

Hf}p^ Shje may reft herfelf contented^ he is not for her 

turn : 
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turn : Mrs. Siam fent her maid to his chambers yefter- 
day in the afternoon too; his man^deny'dbim at firft, 
but afterwards confefs'd, his mailer was in bed with a fine 
gentlewoman (one of the commotio fine things of the 
town — I fappofe) and wou'd not be diflorb'd. 

Cbrifi* JHow, toadairi I pretend to marry Mrs. Lutyl^t 
loVe, and be in bed with another ! 

IVtJh. Nay, now he'll hardly marry for love, fince he 
has found a resiedy for k)ve without marrying. 

Cbrift. Baie noan ! does not he fear a judgnent wi!! 
follow him? had.it been a match, I was to have fifty 
pound of her, for patting your lady&ip in mind of it.. 

Wijb, AvA did the fool believe I wou'd turn match- 
maker in my old age ? " 

Chtift. Why, nndam, 'tis no fnth ditionoQirable cha* 
Ta£ier. 

Wifi3% Bat 'ta&ridIciiloQ6, and that's worfe : no, give 

.me an office, where I may^have thanks for what I do: 
go, get the chocolate«»-^and rem(?mber i am at home to 
nobody but lady Mn/r/zr/. \Exii Chrifttan.] 'Tis near 
the time flie was to caii me for the India houfes; (be 
turns to m^xt account, than aity of my former acquatn- 
taiK:e: (he has hitherto been rufd by'me; and I will 

. keep her out of thofe gentlemen's hands, if I can, who» . 

• by engaging her, as deep as they can, into their intereft, 
will ceitainiy, as foon as they can, take her out of mine* 

. If I may believe her, nobody but lord Lofty has yet been 
happy; he grows weary of prefenting ; and mull give 
place to gamefters thart bid more: %\x "Ruff Raneonnur 

.offers very fair: while T can keep her to men, Where (he 
can like nothing but their money, I am fafe ; therefore 
that brute ihall have her : but Gayman loves her ; ihe 
likes him too ; and when the parties are fo far agreed» 
there's but a little work for a third perfon to bring 'em 
together. I fear Gayman^ as I Ihou'd a French privateer 
in the Channel without a Convoy, and all my fortune on 
board one vefTel : for he's a mafter of thofethriving arta» 
and4ittle rogueries, that cheat and pleaft the women \ 
then to his perfcm^ wit» and induftryy he hfts a certain 

rcfped- 
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refpedfal impodence in Us bebaviouri few women caA 
find fault withy or r^fift. 

MM/ir Chriftiap. 

CJ^fi/^ Before I coa'd gWe yoor orders to deny yoo* 
lord Lo/tf was told you were at home* 

fT/jUf. This moll be by MaUptrt*^ appointment. Watt 
on him op. [Chriftiao gts out,\ But now he's out at 
court, he fhali fooa be fo with her— How ! Mr. Gay» 
Vkan! 

Entir Gayman. 

Gayi Tis well yon nam'd me, madam ; by tbeHraog^ 
nefs of your look, I was afraid yon had forgot me. 

Wijb. 1 am iurpris'd you fliou'd ufe another name to 
be admitted here ; where I command yoU' (ball alwaya 
be welcome. 

Gay. I was fure the name I borrow'd won'd carry ne 
ihro* this family. 

JVyb. Yoar owm can doas modu 

<r^. Then *ua fiace his dii^racevs iat^ iiot three days 
ago, when yon deny*iibyosHUAo itnery l^y^ and to me, 
anoi^ the crowd of your nnfetfaiafalc viBms, my lord 
i^ty and ladyAiiB/^/r/.wefe.notorioofly aboTC ftaira with 
)H>tt i above itain» in private with you ; with yon or with- 
out you. 

Wifi. How, Mr. Cayman ! notoriodly ^t my houfe ? 

Qay. Why, yes faith, madam, it was v«ry notorious : 
aod you were fo little cautious of conceaiing it, their 
pages were at play all the afternoon before. the door : it 
made a jeft for -every body that went by ; and woa'd have 
been apprehended by the very blind cuckold himfel^ 
had he happen'd in the way. 

Wifo. 'Tis very well, fir j now you (how yourfelf. 

Gay, Why, faith, I can't help it ; I moft ihow myfelf 
vpoQ thefe occafions ; 'lis every honed man's caufe and 
duty to be concerned to find the beft things fo abus'd ; to 
fee a young lady's pleafures fall fo foon into the con* 
tempt and fcandal of the town, thro' indifcretion or 
♦ . ■ r ciif- 
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mifmanagement : I don't tax you of either s fa(Ut the 
world 

fFi/^. I dtfy iht world 

Gajf, The flefh, and the devil too, good madam :' but 
they'll get the better of us ail. 

WiJ&. And you, the word of devils. What of the 
world ? 

Gay* Why people, you know, are apt to prate: and 
when a woman ot experience, as you may be, engages 
in thefe affairs^ the world expedls a conduct fuitable to 
your grave charadler : . all the mifcariiages of an intrigue 
are laid on you ; the lovers are call'd fools, and you 
Aave a worfe name. 

IFi/b^ I fee you come to rail ; I laugh at you. 

Gaj. I came to make you merry ; laugh with me, if ^ 

you pJeafe s we'll laugh at other people ^while he was 

in favour, I grant you, he mi^ht be a friend ; and there 
was reafoo good for ferving him—- «But I know you are 
truer to the intereft of the drawing-room, than to think 
any man, that's in di%nice, can her a friend*— —Since 
imy good lord is down, ev'n lee him lie ; another man 
itiay rife oat of his fall-— ^^Yira can't want ^ends ; I 
have a hard-hearted father muil die at 4aft ; and then I 
can be what vou think a friendr able to come fip to your 
price of thanks : come, not to get a habit of,: do a ge« 
serous thing, and let me once fpeak well of you. 

Wijh. Very well. 

Gaj. Come, cone, I'm in the fecret, and therefore fit- 
ted to be trofted now: the lady^s an out-lying deer; I 
know yon have been acceflary to fome of her Ycapes al- 
ready ; and can help her over the pale upon occafion 
again, toferve a friend, Mrs. WiflywdU 

JViJh. We are both beholden to you. 

Gay. If I am not to be oblig'd to her upon your ac- 
count, 'tis but Haying 'till my betters are ferv'd, and 
then, as you manage matters, ^^tty man may hope to 
have her in his turn. 

Enter phriflian» and g9es cut. 

Cbrift. Madam, my lady Maleftrt*^ coming op. 

Gaj. 
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Gay. How, madaoi ! 

H^tflf. To bear how kindly yoa can fpeak of her. 

Gay. Forgive what I have iaid ; myfortaoey intere/l, 
life, and all you (ball command. 

M^tjh. J would command your tongue. [Wifliwcll r/- 
ttvving Lady Malepert.] Thou charming creature ! be 
for ever thoj, thu» dear, thus young, thus ever killing 
fair! 

Laiyn Dear Wifiywdl^ I fear I have tir'd thy patience. 

Wifif* Doating to this degree, I needs nu^ languiih : 
bat now 1 have you thus— — 
^ Gay, Flattering devil ! \/iJide. 

Lady, My paffionate gallant ! 

Wijb. That title you may i^llow me. vithMt injuting 
your lord 

Gay. There the qoeMon hang^. 

' Chrillian enten^ and nubiffirs Wifliwell. 

Lady, How! Mr. Q^^an i .yoWxt vl ftraoger h^e. 

Gay. Tm forry for that» madam ; 4 am. every wher^ a|& 
bumble fervantx^fypqrladyfliip's. • .■ 

Wiflf. Would the devil l^ad her for coming (b un/ea- 
ibnably : I can't avoid leaving ^em together : but the op. 
portanity ihall do him little good :— your ladyihip 
will allow me a minute, and Tu be with you again—— 

\Go4s out. 
^Gay. That minute mofl be mine ;. and let that minute' 
teU y^ttf what all my life can ne'er enough explain, how 
much I value yon. I won't believe 'tis from your ownde- 
£gn that I'm thus us'd : I know I'vp enemies, but will 
not think you can be one of 'em. 

Lady. I ne'er can be your eneiny. 

'Gay. O, no ! they're outward all, not near this tender 
breaft, and moil unworthy to poflefs your heart ; that 
heart, which once you faid was wholly mine. 

Lady, And was not that a fault ? 

Gay, It was, to break your word. 

Lady. Why did I fay fo ^ 

Gay. Becaufe then it pleas'd you, to fpeak a truth 

that 
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that charm'd me to be yours ; and yours I muil be^ ule 

me as you will :— -biK being yours. 
Lady. Why did I men you here ? 
Gay, To tell me where I next fhall meet youv 
La^. Why will ydu prefs me thus tfo what will ruin 

»€? 

Gay. With WiJhwelU I would have it— \^Afide. 

Lady. If you can think it fit 

Gay, There's nothing fit without you. 

Lady\ At Siam*9y this afternoon, we raffle fherc. 

Gay. I raffle for a heart • ■ • ■ 

Wilhwell eni^rs <with Siarn. .... 

Lady. Mrs. Siam^ you're in y^u^ found of vifitatloD, 
I fee. ' 

Siam. I joy to find yoer kdyftiip here : I have the 
fvveeteft things ; I have 'cm in the next room to ihew 
you. Good lord ! Mr. Gayhiatt / how come you here ? 
Whoever** the better for yb^r corti^any, Vin fupe I fliall 
•l>ave no reaibh ^ Ifhanfe you for't, at this 'fc»e. 

,fFi/bp Nor I neither, pox take Hita— •- - ' 14^* 

•^ Gay. Why, what's the miittcr, p#*y ? • '■ » 

Siam. The matter I why, a jealous, <l^d; ^dxeembly 
Itellow, (that ought to be a cubkoM, if I had'womaii- 
iiood enough about tne to make hto^one) is nsfnfr 
eno&gh for ail the misfortunes, that caq call upon a wo- 
mafn of my pubHc cmploymehf . ■; •' . r -. 

• G«y. What I my naWd capttiin 'J^rtifr«W,' y^iir huf- 
■band? • . •' * ' '. • '■ ' ' '; - 

Siam. Ay, ay, the noble cafptain ,^as ^ow call him : WobW 
he were a captain now, to be commanded into Fianders, 
that I might hope to be nd of him: but I'm er*n Well 
enough fcrv'd, J muft have k fddier, with a pox to him : 
•a man- of honour, as he calls himfelf, to command me : 
one that has out-liv'd the memory of being a corporal, 
in the civil wars ; and has borrow'd the title pf 'a cap- 
tain, only to run in "debt with. 

Gj)>«.He's man of honour enough, to be jealous it 
feems. 

Siam. Yes, yes, he's jealous enough to be a man of 

honour,. 
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hofioui^ if that will make him one : biu he'sje^ous of 
kimfelf, ITuppofc, and his owo hionour; and that makes 
him jealous of me, and mine ; but Tve a plaguy life 
with him, that's the truth on't ; he follows me ail over 
the town, dogs me wherever I go: all this live-long 
morning he has been at my heels : he fays I run a gad- 
ding after the fellowsj and if he finds out my haunts 
he (wears he'll pepper me : now if he has feen your fer- 
vants 9t the do^r, the whole, world (hall never perfoade 
him ^ut 1 camci upon an aflignation with your, worihip ; 
and 'twill hardly be in the power of a. guinea to malke 
him quiet again. 

Laiiy.. Poor SMm ! I vow fhe has a difmal time on't. 
Siam, A difmal time onH, indeed* if your ladylhip 
knew all ; hut for God's fake, Mr. Gajman^ as you ten* 
der the reputation and quiet of a poor woman, ^zi have- 
been younger in my time> be fo kind now 
Gay. Well, Mrs. Siam^ I will be fo kind. 
Siam. Elfe this overcharg'd blunderbufs will have ^he 
impudence to come in, and let Hy among the ladies. 

Gay, I'll deliver you this time from his jealoufy; I 
am a Have to the intered of your fex:— — your fervant, 

ladies ^ ^ [Exit. 

Siam. Well, this Mr. Gayman is a civil gentlemajn in. 
appearance, and that's as much as a lady «an deHre in a 
young man : truly I'm oblig'd to him^— fhall I bring in. 
the Huffs, madam? They are the neweft things; I'm 
fure they'll plcafe your ladylhip. 

Lady, Some of your ilale ware, Siam. 
Siam. Upon the faith of a chriflian, madam* they ne* 
ver faw this fide of the world yet; they're juft out of 
the India houfe» and never were open'd to any one, but 
this morning, to my lady KilUChairman\ fhe indeed is 
my very good cuftomer> and boqght four pieces of 'esi 
fot a mahtuai. 

Lady. For ker whole family fare> four pieces ! 

Wijh. We^U look upon 'em in the next room» if yon 

pleafe-- — But, Siam^ what have you done about our 

raiHe \ Are there fubfcribers cftow ? 

Siam. I want but one» madam ; I have got a itiy ho- 

6 neft 
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neft generous gentleman to make one, Sir R»f Raff- 
counter ; if he wins, he'll fcorns t6 Cktry any thing out o( 
the company ; fome of the ladies will be the better for 
him. Leave thefe things to me i the men I provide for 
you, at my houfe, (hall be men of honOuri I afTure you« 
and for the purpofe Jrdu defign *eiH. [Exii^ 

Lady, What pUrpofe can fbch a bead, as Rancounterp 
be defign'd for among the vVomen ? 

ff^Jh. Why, like a benft, bear the burden of your 
expenees upon your pleafures. None but fuch beaits will 
bear 'em ; think on that. 
Lfldy, I hate him. 

If^iftf. I would not have yoti love him : love your- 
felf, and then you youMI love nothing but your interefc. 
Come, come, a thoufand pouilds may anfwer for the man : 
'tis but fuffering a little 6f his company; and why not 
a little of his, as well as fnore of your hulband's .' They're 
• beads alike: only this, In proportion, bids more to be 
receivM by you. Then he can do you iio injury, either 
in yonf quiet, or yoor fame : for you tan no more be 
in love with him, (which is a greac bleHing in thefe af- 
fairs) than the town can think you ever alTow'd him to^ 
be in love with you ; and is Dot a thoufand pounds a 
round fum, for doing fo little, and fuiFering nothing? 

Lady. But why (hould I do any thing againit friy in* 
dinanons } 1 don't want the money. 

Wifl?. Madam, madam, every woman wants a thou- 
fand pounds : and for your inclinations, if you allow 
them to get tbe better of you, you are undone ; there 
are a great many pretty gentleiheii to be had ; but what 
will you get by any of Vm itf the end ? Jufl fo much 
experience, and repentance for your pains: you may be 
in love ^ith a man, that has it in his temper to be in 
love with half the town ; as all the young men are. And 
Bow will it agree with the pleafure of your pride, or the 
pride of your pleafure, to be forfaken ? No, no, no 

love : we'll learn that of the men 

For love is nature's appetite difeas'd ; 

Where we have no concern, w^'re always pleas'd. [Ex/. 

SCENE 
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» ^ SCENES/. Jaiiie»V Pirk. 

Enfer Sir Vi\iS mtitiwg Gayman and Garnifli. 

• Sir Ruf. Did yoa fee lord Maiepert ? 

Gay, What I muft it be a lilt. Sir Ruff? 

Sir Rnff, No, no, hang fighting amobg /riends : t 
have other bofinefs for him ; of aildther nature, gentle* 
men ; I make love to his wife. 

G^. How ? how ? pray recoiled yoorfelf. 

Sir Riff. Nay, not that I think her any better than her 
chambermaid : 'tis the woman does my bofinefs, and 
not the lady ; I had rather have a prudent pra^ifer of 
the trade, to ufe as I think fit ; than a gentlewoman 
(that only does it noW and then, for her diverfion) to 
ufe me a$ (he pleafes. But, yoii know, a man in this 
. town is no- body, without the reputation of a quality- 
intrigue : and all that I do for it, is to talk of in com* 
pany ; and be better refpc6ted by the women : for you 
knoW, they generally judge, j aft as other women have 
judg'd bfefore 'em. 

Gam. But if the intrigue be only on your fide? 

Sir Ruff' Sir, I would have you to know, 'tis on her 
iide too : Gajman, thou art a pretty fellow, and (halt be 
my confident: there's no living without communicat- 
ing matters of this kind, to have both parties the better 
for *em. But, Mr. Gamijh^ to convince you, the buf- 
band's jlrangely fond of me, and you know, that always 
proceeds from the good opinion of the wife. 

Gay* I may make ofe of this. [Afide; 

Sir Ruff. But befides, I have made madam Wijhnjottt 
my friend : it cofts me money indeed ; but (he takes the 
troublefome part off my hands ; (he makes love for me ; 
I'm only to ftand by what (he fays : (he fends me word* 
we are to rafBe at Siam*z in the afternoon. 
Gay, But, my lord and you are fall'n out. 
Sir Ruff* That*s no matter, if I could Aeet him. 



Enlit 



d by Google 



\ 



Enttr Lord Malepert. 

Gam. Here lie comes, ready for your p^rpofe. 

^;> Ruff. Give me thy hand, dear bally ; faith, VtA 
forry yoo provok'd me to aie you fo tintowardly. 

Ld. Mai. Really, Sir Rtif, and fo am I, with aU tny 
heart ; I meant no harm, 1 vow and fwear s if 1 had not 
thought you my friend^ I would not haire pretended to 
be vvitty in your company : but, faith and trotk, yei 
were bloody angry. 

Sir Ruff. Come, tome, fixall we dine together ? 

Ld, Mai. With all my heart; upon comlition you'll 
go with me to Sianf's in the afternoon* 

Gay. Nay, Jhat*8 but i-cafonable-**- [Tp Sir Ruff* 

Sir Ruff. Then be it fo j 1*11 go along with yo«« 

U* Mai. Well, Siam*$ the beft woman in the woild : 
ihe's the rarell company, and has all the news. ' Thca 
file's fo tond of me, that I verily believe I fpend abore a 
thoufand a year at her houfe. 

Sir Ruff. Nay, faith, then you have teaibm 

Ld. MaU I vow, I fhould be the worft man in . the 
world if I did not love her, ihe has done fo handibmely 
by my wife. 

Gay. A& how, pray ? 

JLd. MaL Why, ihe heard a noble lord, and a great' 
. man at Wbiteball ia}r, he was in love with her: and 
what do you think this good creature did f 

Gay. Why, pray perhaps, that ihe might refift the 
temptation. 

Ld> Mai. O foolifli! pray I no, ^uite contrary « Ibe 
came to her next morning, and told her of it; that Ihe 
might be fure to avoid him« 

Garn. No doubt, that was the rea(bn* 

Gay. But, my lordy you are not there fo often as 
you us'd, 

Ld. Mai. Why fince her marriage, the hojafe is tnrs'd 
upHde down ; what do people 4narry for* bat to live 
eafy with every body ? when there's no danger of a ri« 
val. Methinks a man fliould think every one his friend t 
Vm fure 'tis the maxim of my family. 
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Gaj. It ihould be the maxim of cytry man, that's bora 
to your fortuoe, my lord. 

LJ. MaL Bat the old captain, yoo mud know, has 
20t it into his head, to be jealous of me ; and is {rrown 
10 troablefome, he can't endure a witty man fhould 
come into his doors. 

Gar/t. You have given him caufe, my lord. 

LJ. Mai. Nay indeed, if Mrs. Siam was to be had, I 
believe I iland as fair for her as any body : but I never 
had the leaft diihonourable thought of her ; never faw 
any thing bare of her, above her knee : an inviolable 
friendihip I mud own for her : £ love her mightily. 

Gay. I thought there was fomething in't. 
-^/> Ruff. Ay, ay, no doubt on't. But we ihall lofe 
our dinner. 

LJ. Mai. N^y, I wou'd not lofe my dinner for more 
than ril fpeak of, at this time : my wife is very regular 
at her meal : if 1 chance to lofe a meal, (he fays, 1 an't 
my own man again in a week after. 

Sir Ruff* Nor your wife's neither, my lord ; come, let's 
te gone. [Exeunt Ld, Mai. and Sir RufF. 

Gay."*Th almofl one; Granger faid he wou'd be here. 

Gam, That friend of yours, is a pleafant, fnarling fel- 
low, and a good companion : 'tis pity he's fo very 
peevifli. 

Gay* He has a thoufand good qualilies, but they have 
all a tang of his tefty humour, that fhows itfelf in ail be 
fays and does : like a drop of oil left in a flafk of wine, 
in every glafs you tafle it. 

Garn, Here the gentleman comes to anfvver for him- 
fclf. 

Granger enters nvith a footman. 

Foot. Sir, my lord commanded me to tell yon company 
dines with him, and he defires you'd pleafe to be there. 

Gram. Well, well. [Exit Footman.] Zounds I a man 
had as good be ty'd to a flake, and baited like TomDonfo 
on Eafter Monday^ as be the neceiTary appurtenance of a 
g»at man's table; they make roe as n^uch their own, 
as if I were part of their fide- board* 
• Vo3U. II. G Gam. 
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"Carfi. What's the nutter, Mr, Granger f 
<2ay. Why in fuch a paflion ? 

Gran. Paffion ! why they «fe me as if I bad none 
abovit me. They won't let me be my own m«n tweaiy- 
four hours together i 

Gam. That's hard indeed; but pray who does encroach 
upon your liberty } 

Gran. Who? why who (hou'd dare; but they wko 
xnny do any thing : here's the new favouriie fummons 
me to dine with him : he Tends me word there wiU be 
company; aod, I foppofe, de£gns to (erve me up as 
part of ti}e entertainment. 

Gay. Now wou'd many an honeft fellow be proud 
of this invitation* and think his fortui>e jxiade by it 

Gran. Why, I have known many an hon-eft fellow 
proud of the. pox; but my ambition does not lye that 
>vay, nor my inclination at prefent ; but thither I mull 
go, tho* J was engag'd to my Lord Lufty. 

Gam. Will he admit of no excufe \ 
^ KaroM^ No, plagae on it, his melTages. are like fab- 
pcenas : I may ftay away, if I think £t; but \ dial) pay 
a fwingtng iine for my contempt. 

Cay^ 'Tis n(^ a month fintie he was in yocir favour, 
and Lofty cou*d not get a word from you. 

Gran. And *tis not yet a fortnight fince he was mean 
enough to accept of an employment, and Lofly had the , 
foul to part wiih three. 

Gay. Sure, Granger^ thou loveila nodding wall, that will 
l)ury thee i<i its ruins, tho' it never gave ihee (belter ^ 
v/hile it ilood: as no one was the better for L'ifty'% great- 
cefs, methinks it (hou'd be diiticuk to be concern'd iont 
his difgrace; I'm fure I'll condole with no mao ihat 
woo'd never give me caufe to rejoice with him. 

Gran. He mended every day. 

Gay. No faith, he kept up his charadlcr to the laft; 
and had his politics and honeily been put into the fcaley 
the balance had been even. 

Gran. This is oageaerous. 

Gay» 'Tis what yoa have faid of bim withia , thfU 
^onth, and ftlll the ai«fi'9 the Amr. 

Gran% 
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Grai, If ycu muft rail, let the new favourite be the 
fubjcfl. 

Gay, Why, what's his fault? 

Gran, Why, he's a favourite ; that will make faults, 
if it find none, 

■''Gay, You may diftinguifh the man from the favourite ; 
he's ne'er the worfe for having it in his power to do 
gdod olHces : befides his company's good ; his table 
-cafy ; and, Granger, he has always been a friend to youl 

Gran* A friend to me ! a tyrant. Has he not carried 
me about like Bajazet, and made me talk too ? Zounds, 
does he take me lor a parrot ? che bird deferves his meat, 
and cleaning of his cage, that talks for it. You, who 
love the company and tyranny of courtiers, much 
good may do yon with it : for my part 'tis a hell to me, 
and ril keep out on't as long as I can- ■■ 

Efifer cap fain Drydrubb. 

^C^pt. Do'ft talk of hell, old boy ? there's a parfon in 
rfe bottom on't I believe* for there's no hell, no pur- 
gatory, no devil, but of the clergy's providing. What, 
thou haH married fome old libidinous gentlewoman ? — 

Graft. Not I, indeed, fir; I have occafion fufficient 
to be out of humour. Without having a wife, young Or 
old, to provoke me : you muft guefs again. 

dapt. Not I, fir, I (han't guefs again ; you may have 
it for the keeping, if you won't tell us what's the mat- 
ter with you ; but you fay you're a whoremaflcr ? 

Gran, Not 1, fir. 
" Capf, Not you, Csr ! why, may be then you are not fo 
Ifoneft a man ; but if you are not a married man, yoti 
fnuft be a whoremaller; and why you Ihou'd be out of 
humour, who carry all the women before you, I can't 
tell : cuckoldy hufb^nds indeed, that co/ne after you, 
have fbmerhiQg to provoke 'em : grant us patience, I 
fty, ^« , , , 

Gay, .Why how now, captain f 

Capt, Why how now ! ha ! are Jou th(?re, fir? Can't 
' aflt the town fufike you, fir! but you mtift be running 
^U^t my domeftic, fert^ting in my borough ? 

G Z Gay. 
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Gay. I, captain ? ' 

Capt. Yes, yoo, no captain : for all your din hififf» I 
bavc found out your kaant, your meeting- place: wilTnO 
leffi a bawd than Mrs. Wijh-well ferve your turn? but I 
fee the ambition of the boy ; by Pompey^ I fmoke you : 
why, what an impudent fellow are you to think of mak- 
ing a cuckold of a captain ? Did you ever hear of a 
captain that was a cuckold, fir? 'twas in the parlia- 
ment army if you did, that I can tell you. A parlia- 
ment captain might be a cuckold indeed ; but 'twas be- 
caufe he had not the king's commiflion to protefl his 
w fe then. 

Gran. There were fome cuckolds in that army, I be* 
lieve, who made ufe of their horns to tofs the cavaliers 
but of the kingdom. 

Capt, But I was always on the king's fide 

Gran. Beaten? 

Capt. Beaten ? ay, fometimes beaten, fir : ^is no fuch 
' wonder for a captain to be beaten, I hope. But Pll not be 
a cuckold, fir, not be beaten by a dillafF, a wife : have 
1 brought my honour from Edghill^ both the Ngmuburys^ 
and Mar/ion- Mocrf nay, and from Worcejler too; to (ofe 
it in an Indian houfe ? then fortune is my foe, 

Qay. Faith, captain, your honour's fafe for me ; bat 
1 icouM teH yoa 

Capt. What can you tell me, fir? I know enough al- 
ready ; and more than 1 care to know.* 

Gay., Why, 1 could tell you who attempts your iio- 

nour, if you had temper to hear me . 

* Capt. Temper to hear you ! why I'm as temperare^a 

totntitt; as mild as ilf^.- pr'ythee tell me, good toy, 

.Who?' '<-» • ' ^ . '^\ 

Garn. Nay, now you're engag'd in honour to ¥iM 
him. ' '^"^ 

Gay. I am loath to make a divifion among fr!et)ds, 
btit I mrtft acquit myi^ff; and truly Hiaveobfery'd fome 
winks, and paffing familiarities, between lord Ma^epeH 
and your wife* 

•'^"'^^/A Nay, rthoughttkere was tiogdod towards; in 
his coming fo often lo the hoofe; but does that fnivel- 
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fin^, pea-chick thipk to make a cuckold of xne, who 
have leen all the fervice of Chriflendom, from the meet- 
ing the Scctch^rmy ^xCoU^ream^ to the merry meeting 
at ticunjlo'w ' Heath ? 

Gay* Na^, I haye fccn Mrs. Wijbnvill carry whifpers 
between 'eip. 

Capt. V\\ demolifli, hyPomptylVW br^ak her windows, 
and turn over my old punk to the fefiions, to anfwer 
the battery : but for that beardlefs^ ihambling, whey- 
fac'd— — The are to raffle at our houfe this afternoon : 
This is WiJhvctWt defign to bring 'cm together; but I 
ftall part them with a clap of thunder> by Pompey, 
. Gran. Well faid, old Baskethilt. 

Capt, Yes, faith, 1*11 fwinge 'cm : I remember your 
dammee-boys, your UiZ^tit your tuquoques^ and 
your trtire-toes : have us'd the fleece, and ipeering's ; 
thrown clunch at a whole table, where half of cm 
wore velver patches : had drank my tan of brandy, be- 
fore this puleing pnppy's father tailed milk' I'll ranfack 
\vs^i\iy fumpiy. 

Carn^ Can we affift you, captain ? 

Capt. Not that I care what any man can do v^ith the 
old jade ; Bnt I won't be a cuckold in my old age, gen- 
tlemen ; I won't be a cuckold : 1 can make a tb-ult fiili 
-^fa— fa— 

C^. All vigour to the flump ! 

Caft, And, by Pompey^ they ftiall find I am. 

Gay, Will you dine with us, captain ? ^ 

C^, Dine with you ! you* moft lend me a guinea 
thei^, one little guinea ; or 1 muft go home to the old 
y'esceBel, and compound for a cuckoldom, by'^ayinj; 
abroad as long as ihe pleafes. 

Gay- Here's that (halt prevent it. [Gi<ves him guinea. 

Capf. God-a-mercy, boy ! by Pompey^ now the day's*' 
jgain our q.wn i we'll go, and chpriAi ourfelves with a 
.good dinner, fome wine, and much iVrf»/i. 
' And then re folv'd for war, we'll boldly try, 

Who beats up my wife's i^uar^rs^he, or U \Extui^^ 
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1^6 Tbi Maid's i.ajt.P»aver5 &r, 
ACT III. SCENE I. 

SCENE laJy SufanV Uglngt. 
Eft! er laaj Syxhn^ yiKr\2ky and Lord lAdXtl^ttX. 

' L. Su,/'^ O M E, dear Maria 

V^ Mar. You ladyfhips's lo^i^ings are fo neat I 

Ld. Mai Si am aod 1 fancy 'd all the furniture ; we ran. 
about to (hops three days together ; I love ruuniog abcuc 
mightily, 

Z, Sit, True, nephew, you paid coach -hire ; but I VQW^ 
Maria^ 'twas every bit of it my own fancy, 
t. .Mftr^ 'Tis wtty well faocyM 4 and tsety thing ia fiick 
order I 

I. ^iir O law i yoa know 'tis my day; and then Mr. 
Grangif and the reft of Vm will certainly be hei«# 

Li. MaL Graigger*s a wit ; he and I are very grca( i and 
I love a wit mightily. 

Mar* Wei), madam, you^re obligM to Mr. Gra^iTm 

L Stt^O Jefu ! but, dear Maria, tell me» wheiif. woore, 
and how ; X loi^g to know. 

Mar, Laft night at my lady Maiefien*$^ 

Ld. Mai.. Yes, 1 vow, and my wife frampM all the 
while, and did not fay one word. 

Zr. Su. Well, go on, dear child, I'm impatient— —«- 

Mar, He fa id you were the only lady in the tpwn that 
i;^nierilood behaviour and good breedings 

Z. Su. O Uvv I and did be f 

Ld. MaL Yes, I vow, our family was always reoftark* 
able for good breeding. 

Z*. SiL> Deal' uephew* don't interxnpt her ; well, dear 
child 

Mar> He fiid experience had ripen'd yoo to woman-*- 

Ld, MaL Ye$» i vow, my. aunt was £ve aa.d fcufty lad 

L. Su. Nay, nephew* know when |a hold yo^r 
tongue; come, Maria^- ■■ 

Mar. iBut that of all things, h.e defpis'd thofe unfiedg'd 
;. o .creatures, 
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creatures^ the town calls beauties ; a company of unex* 
periencM girls, 'without the knowledge of convcrfation^ 
tn which your lady (hip exccllM. 

Li/, MaL Nay, my aucC can talk as much as the beft 
of us. 

£,, Su. O crimine ! this was ftrangcly obliging. 

Mar. Then he faid you had the fweeteft page; and he 
was always drefs'd fo prettily— — 

L Su, Poor dear Jano ! and did he like the child f her 
fhall fee him in Jvis night-gown 

Ld, MaL Bat yon forget, Maria ^ he faid happy the 
nan that were in that Child's place; and figh'd fo fil- 
lily 

Mar, Then looting fcornfully at all the ladies—— ' 

Ld, M/ti. Yes, and upon my wife too ; 1 ttifure ybu» (hr 
tpck it bloody .ill of him, 
' Mtif. He fwore no lady had charms like yours, nor fet 

»em oW fo well 

"I. ^». He ha» not feen me in my new mantua yet. 

Mar. Then rav.'d on your complexion ; and for your 
eyebrows— 

£. Sm, Olaw J T hope he knows nothing cf them.- 

Mar, They were the firings of Ctifid'% bow ; your eye* 
-the only arrow*. * , 

X- Sm- And did he fay all this ? 

Mar, Yes, and laughM at you. [Jf^^e.. 

LJ. MaL Yes, I vow, did he, and really 'twas stxf 
fooW^ 

'Mat. To fcehow outof CDunteance wewere to hear 

Ej$itr Jano. 

yano. Madam, Mr. Grtfw^rr and Mr. Gayrnan are com* 
.ing up. 

hd. Mah Lord ! what ftall I do ? 
•' Mar. What, afraid to be feen with yonr aunt ? 

Lil.MaL No, 1 vow now, 1 an't afraid : butlvrou^H 
Wotfhave my wife know ic for the world Dbo^. ' 

Z. 5«, Well, nephew, go into my tlofetj' there's 
Partttr/r/ tipoft tht japim <aW<? for youi 

- ' G.4, Ld. 
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«. Li^. ^i2/. What» the book vn^h pi^tureil day ^htm'iWi 
. well enough ; I'il-go in, and divert mykifi [^Mit, 

L. Su. Divert himfelfl JeAi ! did yo« ever hear fuch , 
an unfceroly expreiSon before ladies ? 
^ Alar, Unfi^emly, madam ! ' 

L, Sm, O law ! child: bat, dear Mari^f puUdowflipy 
mantua ; theyVe juft a coming. 

£vUr Granger an^i Gayman. ^ 

Z. Su. Mr. Gr anger t Mr* Gajman^ your Komble fifr- 
.• vant. . > 

Gfljt. I never faw any thing fo pretty as yoar ladyfliip's 
fconcea. 

L, Su. You're fo obliging : and how do yon nke.'iem^ 
Mr. Granger? 

Grang. As they are yotir ladyfhip^s I muft admire 'em. 
~ L, Su. They were made in France^ I aiTufe yo4t> by 

: madame's owo workman Child, bid my woman fet . 

cinairs^— \Mn^ \^y Jum chmrrs* 

Gf^ng. Wou'd we might have her company infteKi of 
the ladie*. 

jG<i> Yoor ladylhip't woman's very pretty. 

Z. Su, And has a worldofwit, I afTureyoiu 

G-ang^ There*s nobody fo much fet off.by ahandfome 
woman as your ladylhip. 

Z. Su. O law ! that's particular— r—[-4?^</i?. J But,, Mr» 
Granger^db you think her pretty ? 

Grang, By rcflcftion from your lady(hip. 

Z. Su. Still particular^ [^Jide,'\ Mr.. Granger ^ (hall 

I beg a word with you ? [They ail rt/e] Tis bufittefs^ I 
hope the company will^ pardon me. ' ' ' 

Gay, What an affected ^oating fool's this ? How can 
you bear her f 

Mar. I muft be civil to her for the fake of ber rela- 
tions. 

Gap' You'll be at Siamh about five. ^ 

' Mar, I'll not fail. 

Gay. ril a& for you—— [J/Ue. 

Z. ^Sii. Never to be ibrgiv*n-*-[7i Granger alwd^ and 
Jaughi*tg,] fiat, Mr. Gajmatf, hav^yoii feen tbeftufR» a 
6 Siam*9 i 
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Siam^'B I there* ane three or four the Aveeteft pieces ; ( 
b^i^ht the red and £iver for a night*goon« 

Ge^0 'Twill certainly become your ladyfhip. 

Grang, Pinks and. lilies : exa^ly her complexioji.i 

L, Su. O law ! fir ! well, I wonder Triekitt is notxome 
jrets I have oot feen her almoft thefe two houn ;. but*. 
Jefu ! there's a coach (lopp*d ; I hope 'ti^ her's* 

Janon 'Tis my lady Tr/ciiii*s ; Ac's juft landed. 

X. $u. Landed ! pray 'mind, Mr^ Granger^ how prettily- 
he exprefies^>r$ he fays fhe's landed. 

Grange Proper, and apt indeed, were it out of a keaneh 
[L. Triekitt, aUud from the botUm of thi fi airs t, 
atiftjotr^dhy ia^f Safsin, Triekitt iaars* 

L.THc* Su 

L, Stt. TricJiiif^'^'^^deir, dear creature ! 

L» Trie, Dear, dear Suky ! 

G^y, How the monkies cling together ! 

L4 Sm* WtAU^Tricii/tf. this was barbaroufly done» li 
vow ai|d fwear now, neither to fee me, nor let me hear 
' from thee in two whole houri : as I hope to breathe now,. 
I was juft going to write thee a fcolding letter. 
* L. Trie, Nothing bnt bufintfs* and my lord's^coi&v 
mands couid have preveated me« . 

£/»/^r Garniflu 
L* Su. Mr. GarniJhfjouT fervant. 
L. Trie. O, Mn Garnijh ! you can tell us : does.Jir 
Symphony bold forth to-night? 
; c ipAi-«K HeMl tell you himfelf immediately, madam; £ 
: i^^him at the end of the ftre^t ; and he tpld me he hfid. 
hot five vifits to make in liis way hitheri and^wou'd i>e- 
al^ith f^\x in an inftaAt. 

L. Su. Well, I vow, \U a civil gentlemen.. 

, Gr^tg. You fpeak of him with'forae/concern, mad^m. 

. L. Su. Who, J, fir ? No, I vow, a filthy unnrraoncriy 

fellow, and if he had not the fiddles, nOw an^ then# 

wou'd be good for nothing. I abhor him, 1 vow I do. 

Q^.^"^' • what had I like to ha' done I * [^/i^f* 

V. V,; W^W- jJ^ J*4j^hip,a!^^ lady Triekitt defign to te<ac . 

. tojAttfic. I %9f^ iKH«[i|hftapding:. this avexfioni 
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. L. 8u» What \ OD my day? Je^! Mr. GrM^r, whtft 
d o you take me fori Yet I Icwe mu6£ to*an exti«vaga«ee, 
I vow now ; but the worlds Mr. Grungmry what woih^'d the 
world fay i 

Grang, You're above their cenfure, madam : the re- 
ceiv'd opinioa of your good breeding will juftify your 
ladyihipin any thiog. 

Z. Su. Jefu ! Trickift, how Mr. Grangtr miftakf s the 
natter ? 'tis not that I fear to commit an errOr in good 
breeding, not 1,1 a/Tare yon ; but if 1 ihou'd be f« light, 
tago to pobltc places, when all the world is feniibk 'tia^ 
jfty d^y, they maft needs think 'twere ati affignationi^ 
and that for a lady of ,my quality-^—— 

Entif Sir Symphony. 

S!r Sym» Ladies, your moil obeyfanc fervant ; I'm come 
to you mth an invitatibn from the Mu{^ $ all the world 
b&»e proai&'d me the honour cf iheir^^eompaoy ; and 
yet ii* i am refua'd your ladyfhips, I ()«iH think my houft 
s(i(bli<ade. 

. Z. S'u, You^ can have no company of mine to-nighr» 
M — r-I mud «fe him fcurvily before Mr. Gr^n^^f, clfe 
he m«y be jealous s and I wo«ld «ot have 'e^» quarrrt 
here for the world. [i^^^. 

Sir Sym. Cruel creature ! but is there no hopes, ma* 
dam ? 

Zr Su* Nay, fjf.vpray be qutet; lord, can't you let a 
body alone? Pray. what have i to do with yow hopes > 
Really, Mr. Granger ^ this fellow is a forward impertinent 
fop^ Co h^ is«, 

Grdhg. I hope, madam, his forwardnefs does not pro* 
ceed fcom any encooragement you have given him f • 

Z. Ju, Jeftt I fir, I give a man encouragement ! 

Grang. I only fpeak my fears, madam. 

L. Su, You're fo obliging, fir—— [7# Gsiinger* 

Weil, thie is pail difpnte. ^ [To htrjtl/^ 

Oaj» What have you there. Sir Symfhcttf f 

[ Lroking cn his Table. helL 

Sir Sjm. Why, thia is «r<caCalogttc c? the ladiea I viiit, 
ogle, and fay ibfi^ thmgs to^. ieven and fifty, widows, 

wives. 
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wire8;r«9d»iidii: amd nf f don't foco 
%HK i^brnve ^eiift dv4} perfbn to lictle 

Mar, I'll take my time 

. . ' . . £«/fr-J^BO. 

7a«». Mfldam* Mrs. Pratfiehsk^ftnth 
ifane foar Uyfliip to carry her to the 
nifrhc. 

L* Sm How p^ettilv the child deliv< 
{Krfrjhim.] ?T9f kiUi him. Mr. Grat 
JMcarft breath ; thi« will give an oppori 
my kifs, [.4Jide,'\ You are mightily 
Granger^ child, yoo ihootd make him* 
then ; box, child, prefent my fervice to 1 
to pardon, or rather pity 'my misfortune 
Say free 'tilt Tvefday rennight ; and the 

Aie may command me Bat hold, ct 

TritAitt and I intend to go to ihops, ai 
day long on Monday, not one (hall Tea 
i^t girl in -Sf* M^rttH*h-lane^ (where we 
at nine esap^Iy) to the embroidered prin 
flie't for a frolk, child, we (hall be glad 
[Exm Jaoo ].This is a hint for Mr. Gran 
iere of hi m«-^ Well, don't you tfainli 
world of wit? 

^ir Sym. She's « inofl exqnifite lady, a 

L, Su, I did not afk yonr opinion, iir. 

Sit Sym. I find I am unfortunate tc 
walk ok with my difgrace, in hopes of b 

Z. Su. But your opinion, gentlemen, ] 
Goy. She fays a great deal, madam — 
L, Sy, And very well to, I row. and i 
what fay you, Mr. Grange ? 

Grang. Faith, I think (he's all'talk, an 
L- Stt. O law I why (he phys at lictle 

Gfang, The blind horfe is fitted for tl: 
Gutrn. Sbe'9 a lady of great acquaihtai 
G 6 
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Gratig^NKf^ tttth tho uniir0r&l cfottyiofjdite fex> n*t 
a icAale from thirteen to five and thirty^ can be a week 
in town withont a vifit from her» wUcJi makes he» very 
cQav^nient to her male relations. 

L. 6u, O law ! Mr. GrangirJ I vow I belkve^ker as 
virtnotts as myfelf ; but then (he fings* and pla^a npott 
the vargioaisvib fweetly, and dances coft&try dances. 
. (rrM^gi. Nay» doublefs fhe has all her motions to a mf« 
racle ; and for Joan Saundirf m ■ - 

L. Stu O law ! Mr. Grangtr^ yoa're fo ftraogely s'teri*- 
C3bl4 I believe you laugh at us all behind our batdct. 
*Qrang. Fools 1 laugh at to their faces s bat fuch aa 

your ladyfliip 

L. Su. O Jefa ! Mr. Grangir. 
^ Gfang. Wit» beauty, and good breeding, madam* 
Goinmand refpedl. 

j^L.Sm. Well, he*s ftraogely obligiog— What, leav* 
ing us already, Mr. G^ymsm k 

Gaj, £u(inefs calls me from my plealiire, madam. 

Grang, Vm furc there's foroething in.*l-^— *• 

[ Ohfomnrg Trickitt ant^ Ga&. 

L^^M Mr* Grsmgtr^ yon are melancholy o'lh' iudden^ 
are yon not well? will you havc.fome of my milk-^ 
water ? 

Grang, My fever's in the fpirits, madam. 

£. Trie. Nay» there's fomething extraordinary ; we all^ 
obferve a change, fir. 

L: Su, ril lay my life he's in love, child. {Afidu 

L^ Trie, I hope he is, to be reveng'd of him* 

/. Su. Well, is it fo, Mr. Grfl»^#r ;» 

Cratfg. In company, like this, 'tis difficult to live 
ivihouc a paffion — »— ['^Pfi^y'^g »' '« Trickkt. 

L. Sif, Weil, this is a plain declaration. * We nroft 
not force him to a confeflion ; 'twill prefs his mododjr 
tco fiir, I vow now. ILaugia^ 

Gam. 'i he confcffion's but too plaio i tho' ihe mif* 
takes it. [Jfid^ 

L.Trk. Why fo fallen, fir? 

Oarft. Have I not caufe ? ■' 
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Li Tm, ^outflifftdM Ic^ bati (hall fiad a time. 

Garm. I ihaU £ttd it for you. 

[L. Sufan and Trickitt wohijfar^ 
Gnmg» Wc iotevrapt jhe ladies. Let's take the hint, 

L, Sm, O hwl gevtleineiiy I beg a thoofand parooat^' 
What gonel wdl, I am fo glad I have thee to myftlfi 
child, if company comes, I Jiave the head-ach, and am ^ 
laidxiowo-^**- [Exit Pagi, and rtturns.] I have a fecret 
ofprodigkras importance to tell thee; welt, ^tis foriie 
men's .misfortane to judge [amifs : but what if Gtangtr 
flioa'd be in love ? ■ ■ ^^ 

L. Trie. Woa'd that be an error in his jadgment f . 

Lm Smw O law ! 700 take- me wrong ; . bat what if* he 
ibou'd love a friend of yours ? WelH V\\ keep tkc« mo 
longer in Aifpenfe; he has a good eftate, beiides his 
place, and Vm confident yon won'd not be againft it« 

X. trie. What ! a good eflate ? 

L. Su, O crimine !I fee I mall be plain with thee : bat 
did you obferve how civil he was to knef 

L» Trie* 'Twas his good breeding. 
^ L^ Su, Bot from a man that's thought morofe »■■ ■■■■ 

L* Trie* 'Tis a fign of a clear iky ; ^o clouds to raxft 
the fpleen. - 

Z. Su, In ihort he loves me, and has e'en as good as 
told me fo : and I vow and fwear I def^gn to let himi 
know his paffion is not unfuccefsful : I have a plot upon 
him : my pretty little Jan§ (hall vifit him, as of himfelf, 
the child (hall give him my foag, and tell him, all the 
fervants fay, he's in love with me, and that you itnow 
WNJI force a declaration. 
.£. Trie, No doubt, child. 

Lfk Su. Well, we (hall fo laugh : and then you come 

to vifit my lady S»/a» Granger and then I return thy 

vifit, and your fervant tells you, my lady Su/an Granger'^ 
p^gu hat feut ap*wD^ his lady's juft a landing from her 
chair^ — and then fay, your ladyfliip's, my d^ar,- is the 

pr^tticft equipage in town-*--^and then I fay >■■ well 

Iftall 
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I ihall be Co happf ; for M^i <?9»>«^fr fedblvei to eat ia» 

plate, 

Z. 9>/V. Has he told you fo? -, 

' L. Su, Jefu 1 no; b4ic then he laughs at all the foob ;. 
aad will brirvg me home the iamp09n« ? biiC I tnoit iti- 
ftrpdk the child ; come hither Janoi pr'ythee> my dear^. 
pardon me a little. 

L. Trie, That my very good friend fliOu'xi be fo blind ! 
Ihe'll be fomething loog tn her tnftru^ion^; I'll into the 
clofet — how ! Su/^j ! . [Z*W/ /», andjiarrs.] A roan afleep 
in the clofet ? [^^g^ g^^s out. 

L* Su. O law ! X vow asd fwear now, \h my ne* 
phew — He was here before the company came, snd you 
know fin<:e our quarrel, his wife won't give him ^eave to 
come to me. Well, I wonder at her irregular fancy in- 
Jove, and.friendfhip : how can fife endure an antiquated' 
ht^ftyy while there's a youthful Gajynan to be had ? or 
make a coniid^iKe with fuch a creature as Wfjh^ell^. 
that's pad the tafle of a pariie qoarrc I 
: L. Trir, Why, my lord, lord Malpert, 

Ettier Lord Nl^U^pcn/ngluilf end ruhlhg hhtyts. 

Ld. MaL O law ! aunt I what's the matter } Why ^\6^ 
you leave thedoc-r unlocked ? I'm fure 1 made the back- 
door fo fart, that Mrs Jit^y cou'd not get in, for all fhc- 
had a key : and' I thought you hdd been old enongH to 
look to your fare -doer yourfeif. I'll fwear, ff I bad* 
thought you wou'd fcrve nic fo, 1 wou'd ha' gone down 
the back ftaiis, let the footmen have faid what they, 
pleafe, fo I wou'd. But, good madam* not a word of 
feeing me here. 

Z». Trie, Well, truft you to my difcretion. 

Ld. Mai, Nay, as for your difcretion, madam, I know 
you: you have difcretion enough to winisll otir money,,. 
rii take your word for any thing but an alpieu« 

[Exit Lord, Mah. 

Z. Trie, Well, dear Stdy^ adim «-*iiay no ceremony— 
. L, Su, O Jefu 1 can yoa btxny iriesd, anddefirel: 
ibou'd be fo unbred*--^ 

L. Trlc^ 
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Ls Trie. Yo« disoblige ine ecerDaily^ if you flir a fle^^ 
farther, 

L. Su. Toobeyyooroydear'— — [i. Tnckhtg^fouf* 
Well for all 'tis my day, Ju^jf and 1 will go mafqucd to 
Sir Symfibnuyi^'-^Trkhitt^ Tntkin — Gads'me, I h«vc for- 
got half my bufincfe with her 1 rouft go in, and write 

her a letter, before the child comes back-— •^ [Exit* 

SCENE (bauges to Granger'/ loJgings* 

Enter Granger and Garnifli. 

Garn. This is but an ill return, Mr. Granger^ for ihe*a 
a great admirer of your's. 

Gran, Pox on her, (he's fo obliging : and takes fuch- 
palns to inform me of what I don't care to know. 

Garn. She calls yoa her dull Amintory and fayj, for a 
well-bred perfon, you are certainly the moft ,mode(t 
creature breathing : She knows you're in love with hcr». 
and has given you a thoufand opportunit'es to declare 
your paHion, which your refpeflful baihfulncfs ha^ ilill 
prevented yoo from laying hold of. 

Gan. From laying hold of ! I am iot laying hold of 
nothing he has aoout her, unlefs it be pretty Mrs. Judy ; 
no, ao, ilie fpeaks too plain to be underllood : She may 
be in earceil, upon this fubjed, to herfelf ; but (he will 
always be a jeil to me. ^ Not but I ihall put her to the 
right ufe. 

Garn^ Not the ufe you think of, if I can help It* 

Gran, What's the bufinefs I 

» Enttr/irvant^ 

Serv, Sir, my lady Su/an Maltpert^a little page, is be- 
low, and fays he comes to aiake your honour a vifit. 

G/A«.; Bring him up: does ihe fend her embaflador 
already ? ihe hat fcarca had time to draw up his creden- 
tials^s pr'ythce ftep iaio my dicfing-room, while I give 
awdience : [GumQigoes iti» 

Enter 
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^ . ,^ ,- . „ , 

My little. Ganymafi i thouVt weleoAie ; titis was kladly 
dope. 

7«M. Bttt if yi>u (hou'd ^11 my lady, ihe'd never ba^ 
give me. 

Grtfjt. How do yoQ know, child f 

Jano. She told me To ; for (he knows nothing of my 
coming. 

Gran. Indeed, child ? 

Jano. No indeed now : say, and if you ihou'd tell her, 
I fay (he talks kindly of you ; (he'd kill me, fo (he won'd. 

Gran* No fure, child, (he con'd not have the heart. 

Jano, Yes indeed, (he bad me fay fo : and then I mudr 
not give you this fong, unlJefs you proraife to give't me 
again ; for (he faid a fine lady of quality writ it, upon a 
yitry good friend of yours. 

Gram. But I may take a copy ? 

Jan9» She fiud nothing of that, 1 believe you may. 

Gran. When will lady TrUkitt be with your lady,, 
child ? [Granger njuritn and talks. 

Jano, She's with her two or three times every day s< 
and then the fervants fay your honour loves my lady, 
and intend to marry her,, and be our ro after* 

Gran. That were too great an honour for me, child :. 
does not lady TrUkitt fend for^hee fometimes^ to 'iQng 
tohcrf 

Jano. I go there by-and-by : tut my lady will be fo^ 
impatient to know what your honour fays ; for indeed 
fhe does not a know a word of my being here. 

Gran* That's a good child : but thy laely's a fine ac- 
compliih'd lady ; 1 dare not prefume to think of her. . 
But herd's the fong again ; my friend (hall write an an- 
(wer. 

Jano. And (hall I tell my lady fo from your ho^ 
ttoyr ? . . ^ ... 

GfMn. Sbe knows nothing of the matter, child.; bu|; 
l^ej;e's a. guinea to bu^ cherries, ;^nd t^e fure you jcaU jOo 
iny U4y TriMt, in ygur way hofn/f^ and givejber lhilti> 
^^A ^ y^u» bfing me an anfwei> J. have another guinea 
., in. 
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in my pocket for you: Co, that's ay good child, thy 
lady will want thee. [Exit page. 

GaPM* Well, fir, what news from the lady ? 

Gran. Nothing extraordinary ; (he has play'd the fool, 
and nmtz teg, as moft people do, that are in loves 
pray read it, *\x% all her own, I aflare you. ^ 

r - SONG. 

pR^j/thiit my dear^ do not bi /o ptivijh 
•* TaJher, tbut takts thy part : 
Jlibtl* thy iynf and t by tongue fi tbUviJb, 
HatitftoU away btr btart. 

Fdf know my diar, it is It bat love tbte^ 
^ " Mnft paffionately : 

' jfnd i/tbou*t dt as it doth bibo*ue tbit, 
ril tbank thti biartily^ 

Tbtnf pr*ytbii dear^ let m* knonss fb$ m^ming^ 

When tbou and IJbatiwed : 
For If by tbat^ Jhall guefs tbe ivtning 
. When nsHjhaU gs to bid. 

Gam. Tender and paffionate I m Tery j«ft conolafiottl 
Gran. Shall we look into the play f 
. Garn. I'll wait on yon— *»'Tili I know the focceis of 

your letter. " [Exeunt* 

SCENE cbanges /# Siam'i b^u/e. Captain Drydrabb 
playing om bis dttern^ Jtttging. 

0nce 1 lay nviib anotber maris *v»ife^ 
And I lay in a great deal of danger t 
But now 2 bdve gotten a <wi/e of my o*wn 

And fo I havfr, by Pompfy A and here mod I, to get a Co^ 
litary guinea, rtow and then, to keep up loyalty, with 
a cup of cordial NantSf be forced to fte a patcel of 
a'gfae'f^c'd puppies come perkiog and praning after my 
dama'd jade t pox on her, can't (he fell oiF all her foolifii 
trumpery at once, and fet up an honed fociable cellar, 

where 
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wfaest a gaiigof ge»ei!Oi»,oy;cri«^f)r*gi!ied, gramblin- 
cavAliers« may take a pipe and a qoartern, a«d mjrl^o'* 
Bour never to be concerned? [Slam coimsfftruarii^ 

Siam, Nay, pr'ythee, good captain, the company will 
be bcrc in. a wink, as a body may fay t cftn'c you go take 
a civil walk in out fields, and'have oie to scarry on tn^ 
occupation ? 

Capt, Occupation, with- 8 ^x. to yea ! what, muft f 
be turn'd out from under my own roof, to make room 
for a company of ftrotting cocking coxcombs ? to help 
to carry on your occupation ! ounds \ I'll not ftir a foot: 
ril fee who dares command, where I am maRer, I will,'^ 
by Pompfy. 

Siam, But praycca£4er, captels— «— 

Capt. Thai's good TgaJ, talk of confiderationr Ida 
captain: why doii net thou k&«w ikai 1 have been an- 
done for three kings, wtthoiit my conidetation I why I 
han't one ficgle teller left to purchafe a civil ^artern t 
and hoiv fhouldj eonfider, with a pox to you t ' 

Siam» Confider this then, captain 

can tofi(id«r : an4 

Cr'ythee, Dtlfy^ do thou coniGder too ; fpr honour, jtjioa 
Bow'ft, is the. nea^elt: aod deareft thhig tp^a'lbldier^ fo 
Br*ythee carry thyfelf like the wifcof my bofom ; for, look 
ihe^, child, ^ti» not any concern fbr thy carcafe that 
snakes me fpeak 

Siam, Thank you, good captain. 

€apu No, \f^ Bomptyr 'tis my hoironr ; and took to't^ 
you had befl, for I may return tnoft routy botizy, bc^ 
if I find yo(i have injuis'd me, J fwiage you all, by Ar- 
<■«///. [ Bxif^ 

Siam. So, get thee gone Bettj^ is the china carry 'd 

to my lady Tridiu's I 

Betty. Tlie fellow's come back, madamt 

Siam, Has he brought the money f • ^ < . 

Butty. No, ihe bid him call next week. 

S^am, Guds bodtkins ! had notdh^ promi»*<l m€ K^ad^ 
money, I had never parted with my goods : well,' thtft*'^ 

no 
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no^fiivth in JCbc& npfiart great l^its 3 oow mttft I tstke 

forty jaunu to t'o^er end o'th' towOy and then J fliali 

b? paid' U dradk'l: money ; aad pay poundage into the 

bargain* 

. AiUp , Sbe &id yoo wejre obltg'd to her &r the coflom 

of the court, .and owed heir a good turn. 

Siam, And fhe thfnks 10 put me off with the coort- 
Cujiooi ; that's good, i'faith : and I mull afford her my 
ware for. nothing: Where's the heart {et with, diamond a 
I mid this morning ? 

. Betiy* We have icarch'd high and low, bat to no pur- 
pofe. 

Si am. Then I fafpcft my lady Sinktr took it. 

Betij, Sttfped ! why» ihe's famous for it all the town 

Simm* Nay, that may very well be : for» to my know* 
ledge» greater ladies have been taken in the manner : but 
ihe iban't carry it off fb, ' 

Enlir Lady Malepert and WifhwelK 

I did. not exped your ladyihip this half hour t Bmy^ fet 
te the-tejbwater. [jffsr;/ iJetty^ 

. Wijh* We had a mind to chat by onrfdvea ; p'ythee 
flittt tho'dkrof) that fve may be private* 

[^\^m goes »utf the fane Jhan ttp^n k^i 
' L. Med. I fwear I'm in mortal appieeheniions t: my lor4 
Lo/ff has my fecret, and I know him capable of any 
thing, to be revengM of me. 

^ij^ What can he do h he's difgrac'd at court : and if 
he rails now, no body will believchim. 

L. MaL Ay, but he knows— 

Wtjh. What does he know ? he knows you're a wo« 
man, 

Z. Mat, Lord ! you know where I have a inulbcrryt 
fpot 

IVtJb. Is that all : he brib'd it from your woman. 

L. MaL Well, I'll do what J can to present his beSng. 
h0liev'4$ ca.fry it civilly to him, and fpeak better of hinv 
|h«a ever. 
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Wijb, So will the town believe you but an honeft jilt 
at worft. 

l, Mai. Bat this fir Rt/fis fiich a blaftering half-witted 
coxcomb ! 

fViJb, If he had lefs wit, he wcne ne'er the worfe for 
us; but a thoufand pound, my dear ! 

Enter Betty. 

Bitty. My niiilrefs bid me to tell your ladyihip, A(fr^ 
GaymaM*s witluq> and has made up the number of the 
raffle. 

L. Mai. We're a little bufy yet» but (hall be glad of 
his company. [Ex/t Betty. 

fnj^. She's not displcas'd at his being here This 

Qajimh U not for our turn, child ; he's an obftrvct ; be- 
r^desy tho' he lovei his pleafure, he fwears he won't pay; 
for't» 'till paH forty*—— Here's Maria* 

Eniir Maria. • ,- 

. -Mar. The chair muft wait— r— 

L. Mai. Send away thy chair, child ; thott flialt gO 
hoflpye with us : we have lutflet this evening. 

Betty IS Maria.] Mar. I'll but pay it of, and rettxrn 
in a moment. ^ ^ ^ 

IFiJb. That's a pretence i 'twas Gayman fcnt for her. 
He has fo great a friendOiip for her, that, contrary to 
the principles of a well-bred man, he has ventur'd to give 
Jier good advice, and, I believe, warn'd her of our com- 
pany, 

Z. Mai. I tiBx'd her of it, but (he deny'd it. 

JFiJh, She's difcreet, and has bat one weaknefs, immo* 
deratei love of play— «— 

L. Mai. And love of me ; I. can make her do any 
thing 

fVifi, But one, my dear : (he's virtuous. 
, L. Mai. For that I keep her company—* 

Wijb, And for her money ; for, to my knowledge^ yon 
hai^e. won above 600 1. of her at comet. 

L^ Mali NotXo much at comet \ btft more at all games. 

Enttr 
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Mar, The company is all witbiDr my. lord, Mr* GaJ* 
ifa/if and Sir ^it^^-r^the^'re but looking on fome ftuffs* 
jF you're ac leifure 

SniirhrdMtAtpe9t9Gzymsin,andJirRuff^ 
L. MaL My lord, fliah't we have you company ? 
Ld, Mai, Indeed, my dear, I did but ftay to chufe 
ibme white peeling for a pair of breeches— -— 
L» MaL Drawers, my lord, you mean. 
Ld,MaL jcfu! no; yoi!! knpw, I never wear liniifgs* 
L. MaL Shall we raffle ? 
^ Ld. MaL I xnuft drink fome tea firft— — 5/V}ittr» is Che' 
tea ready ? 

Enter'Si^m. 

Siam» 'Tisjuftputin Good lord! I wonder jroa*ll 

go foj like a floven : here's a periwig well comb'd ; and 
a cravat iics finely, to appear in ladies company. 

Ld. MaL Very well, Mrs. Siam; buc had not you twins 
. Bt months after you were marry'd, tho' ? 

. Siam. No, Lim'berham : nor will you get half a one, 
ia£x years aftbr you are marry M. i 

Ld, MaU I wonder, ladies, any body will buy of Mrtf*' 
^am> Mrs. Banfam^s things are ten times better, 
^ Siam. Ten times dearer, and ten times worfe, I faith 

1 Wh4l ! lord Tatilciale, you told her, I faid, ihc was 

a p^pift. * 

jL^. MaL And ihe faid you were an atheift, and be* 
U^i^ i^ nothing but Scofcb divinity. , 

Siam. And what do you believe in i nothing but 4fa« 
vourice, or fir F^minine^ that old woman iu'WVs 

Ld. MaL He fwears you're a bawd, Mrs. Si0,i H ■ ■■ ^ 
y .^^'^^ tJQt tq him«.4U)r hia aeices^^n good faith, \ 
Ld, MaL Why, why, pray? ''"''* 

Siam. Why c, he! has.fio ufe£irone; and they- nteted 
none: Lordhelp yoiir head c^me drink your tea. A 
,\<?<U!->'Alr«»fJjr in coupcil ! - ^ ^^ 

• \Sir Ruff rtw/A JVilhwell uni Lndk Mttkpew; 

.SfrR»f: Whaf nudasB /^^^ou^i/ hni tobi'yottr'lady- 

fliip. 
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^iPff you may depend apon *• T am a man of ko&odr, ap<i 
yoar homble fervant, msdam. * 

ff^ijB!^ My lady Mieires yoNi, fir ^w/*.* to iright a? 
twelve ; you know the garden-door. 

Stt R^ff. My bappinefs is fo amasmg ! 

fVi^. Contain yourfelf; wc arc obferv^d. Whait 
"drinking tea, my lord ? 

Ld. Mai. Yes, if Siam woaM give me a iitde fagar ; I 
love fwcet things mightily, ^ 

Siam. Yesy too much tor a wit : there ; his fyrup lor 
you ■ ■ [Givhg bimjugur, 

£. MaL Pr'ythee, Siam^ fill mefometea. 

[Sir Ikuffgees auk-warely td btif myjadj% ^ud 
J^ils my lor£j dip upcn him, 
" Ld^ MaL O law ! he has fcalded me to death. 

Sir Ruff. Pough !. 'twas almoft cold : and tea, yo« 
knowi never burns. 

Ld. Mai, Jefu ! and what a pickle am I in ! 
^ Siam. Here's a do with a drop of water ! come, let 
me mb you down> Tom-dingle. -— 

E»i4r Captain. 

Capt Ounds ! what's this ? Kifling your Cockrill before 
my face ! by Pompty who atn I ? I'll pepper yoo, you 
and your young urchin too ; I will, by Pompty. 

Ld. Mai^ O law ! captain, but hear reafon : new as I 
hope for marfly, there was no harm. 

Capt. Ounds ! that's a good one : no harm to kifs 
my D»ily ? 

L. Mai. Nay, take my word for't, captain, you need 
Hex fear when I am by. 

Capt. Why, look you, yoa may be as little concern'd 
for your puppy, as you pleafe, madam : but for my 
damn'd ' - 

Siam. Nay, pr'yth'ee, Nnmpee, don't didurb the com* 
pany ; they were going to raffle. 

Ctf/A. Yes, by Pempey, yoo were a rafting: I caught 
'you at it, a raffling for my honour, with a pox to you. 

Gay. No, faith, captain, we fliall raAe for a better 
thing. 

Capt. 
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O// Ouiids ! fix, what's that yoo fay ? 
Gav, Why, I fay, what we raffle for, is of threefcore 
pound value ; fay nothing, and you go to twelve- with 
jiie. 

Capt. Sny'ft tho/i fp^ old boy ? ^tis fo ]ik<: ^/cyri/tj's, 
that for cnce I am contented. ' ' . 

Z. Mai- Come then, {h«41 we rai&e ? 
. . ^iam. Here's the box, ladies. 

[The ci^mpofiyahcut tht fahUf . Maria /jhrvwfi 
Mar, Two cinques, and a qaaier 1 
IJ. Mai: Thai's fift««i. 
G^. Exa^ly, my lord ; four and ten* 
^ Ld. MaLQ law! no; fourteen. 

Mar. And thirteen, is feven and twenty, {Tbronns* 
And eighteen. [Tbreius* 

^ Ld, Mat. No, two fiz«s, and an aoe. 

Mar, Well, that's forty 

\Tbey throw r^jSni^aUhut L, MaU and Gay man; 
Gay. Confedei-acy ! did not yoa obferve Wtftrwdl tara 
over one of your dice ? 

Mar, 'Twas by chance, playing with her fan. 
Gay, You're fincere yoyOitifiiiy and beiicvc every body 
fo, but mc. 
^ir Ruff Damn-tbefe dice— ■ » XTkra^s dvnnntht hx0 
Gy. Before the ladiw, fir Rt^ff? 
Sir Ruff, But i always loi«, when I pky fair. 
Z* Mai, Come, now for nay fortone*— ~ 

[Gting f thrtnjo, 
. tS/> Ruff, Madam, I have fome dodors in my pookcty 
tf yoiu pleafe to «i< 'ore. 

L, Mai, What dodors, fir ? 
. 5#r. ttuff, W.hy, doa'i yoa kaow the deaors I tha 
dice that only run the High chances. I'll put '<;m into 
,yoar box, and nobody the wifer. 
-Z. MaL You fhott'd ha' don't without telling me. 

Sir Ruff. So I can ftill, madam ILady throws,] I 

:ft4ad.crofs legg'd for you* madam— r—Vigoroully done, 
madam ■ ■■ 1 ■ 
Z. Jk^T. I bmvc loft it. 

Gay. I defpair of winning-— *ti5 yours — [Ti? Mar. 

Cap$^ 
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Capt, Oonds ! I go to twelve with you — ^ [To Gay. 

Mar» Come, throw» fir— [Gay man w/»/ //. 

Gay. ^Tis mine with much ado. 

Enter Betty to the Captain. 

Capt. A hard world, faith and troth; but I brought 
luck along with me. 

Gay. I remember you, captain. 

Betty. Sir, fir Symphony^ and hia inftruments, are at 
the dooTy in half a dozen coaches, and day for you. 

Capt. Adfoy Where's my gittern ? 

Siam. Why, Numpee, you broke your gittern, yoa 
know^ 

Capt. My gittern ! mouldy chops ! where were you bred 
I trow ? but my neighbour T^winglt the barber has one, 
I'll borrow it fo long from his cufloiners. [Exit*. 

Ld. Malj Did you hear of the fbolifh accident befell 
Sir Symphony ? 

£• MaU What was't, my lord \ 

Ld. Mai. Why, ferenading, t'other night, his guittar 
and he fell into a cellar, and like to break both their 
necks. 

L, MaU What fay you to a pooile at comet, at my 
houfe ? [To Wilhwell. 

Wijb. Sir Rnjf^ will you make one ? 

Sir Ryff* I am always devoted. 

Gay* Ladies^ ihan't I be troublefome ? 

Wifo. The devil take him. [Jfide. 

L. Mai. We fhall be glad of your company. 
, Ld* Mai. Well, I'll go before in a hackney, and get 
things ready for you : I find, I muft ihew you the way— 

Gay> Well faid, my lord, you in the front appear : 
And 1 may help you to bring up the sean lEjcnnt. 



ACT 
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A C T IV. S C E N E L 

S C £ N E Lord Malepen'j ^ining-roew* 

Enter Lord Malepcrt, and Wiibwell. 

Ld.M^.\%T £ L L, how do you like Sir Ruff^ he's a 
VV \ytx\^ matinous at my wit fometimet ^ 
bat he's good*natar'd ; and then has the fenfe and cocr« 
rage of a Uoa : bat the baronet's worihip may pafs for 
a Yquire at comet tho'. 

JViJb. One wou'd almoft fwear he lofes on purpofe to 
my iady. 

Ld, MaL Why fo one wou'd, I vow now, if one did 
HOC know the company. Well, I fwear now, Mrs. IViJh^ 
wel/f you look {o young, you are not abo^e five-and« 
twenty, are you ? 

fFijUf. Nay, if you're witty upon your friends, I have 
done with yoa. 

Ld. MaL Pr'ythee now, I won't be witty again th^fe 

two hOlM'S. 

U'ijb. ^QT once I'll take your word. Well, my lord, 
you're happy in a good lady ; ihe't as difcreet as fhe's 
handfome. 

Ld. MaL You kaow a well-bred man moft not think 
too well of his own wife : but I vow now, before I was 
marry 'd, I thought her as handfome as an angel. 

Wifif, My lord Lofty has not been here of late. 

Ld* MaL He wou'df hardly bow to me at the play, laft 
night; but 1 thought he was out of humour for being 
turn'd out ; and yet I vow I had no hand in't. 

ff^tfi* For being turn'd oat of this lioufe I believe. 

Ld, MaL O law ! why I carry'd it the civile^ to him 
in the world. 

ff^fjb^ But he defir'd your lady (hould be civil to him. 

Ld, MaL And fo (he was, I hope : why, I have known 
her alone with him, in her clofet, when (he was deny'd 
to every body elfc. 

Vol. 1L H ^//j&. 
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IJ^iJh. While ihe thought him a man of honour, for 
your fake (he fuffer'd him. 

Ld, Mai. Have a care what you fay; Pm told, hc't 
likely to be greater than ever. 

H^.Jht But muft not with your lady. 

Ld. MaL Ay, but he muft iho' ; I han*t got the patent 
he promifed me. 

ir^Jh. And he is to give you a new creft to your new 
coronet ? 

Ld Mai, No, really, I like mine very well : the gol^ 
den calf has been the creft of our family, ever £nce the 
Conqueft. 

Pf^ijh. The horns will grow in timc# [JJide.l Dull 
man 1 he has made love to your lady. 

Ld, MaL Jefu ! that's pleafant ! a ftatefman make love ! 
why, he can no more deal with a miftrefs than with a 
koufe of commons. 

JViJh, Come, kave your fooling ; and promife me no| 
to quarrel with him; you (hall promife me, for you are 
fo nice in points of honour I know, 

Ld, Mai, Honour ! lord help your head (as Siam fays) 
J have as much honour as I care for; I am a lord ;' and 
ihall hardly quarrel to get more. 

JVJh, But you muft promife me then, to take to notice 
of it to my lady : ftie*d never forgive what I fell yoo ; 
out of the refpedl I have for you both. 

Ld. Mai. Nay, I vow I'm mightily obliged to you ; and 
fo is my wife; tho' the jefters in the dancing- room are 
apt to laugh at me, when I tell 'em fo. But had he the 
impudence to make love to her ? 

fVi/h, Ay, more -than fo, he furprizM her one day, la 
her clofet, and wou'd ha' ravifti'd her. 

Ld, MaL O law ! I did not think a man of Mty coa'd 
lavifli 

W'Jh^ Had not her virtue, and my feafonable afSftancd 
prevented him: but I found her juft fell'n into a fwoon. 

L^. MaL iiow ! fdll'n into a fwoon ! nay, then he might 
rav fh her : but, tho' 1 fay it, thatihoa'd not fay it, there 
ar^ lome of our family (tho' they can't ranih as well as 
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ke) ihou'd they know this, were he ten times my lord 
lifty I'll do't myfelf 

fvijh. Nay, remember what you promisM roe. 

Ld. MaL No matter for that. Til about it indantly. 

Wijh. For heav'n's fake, you won't murder him. 

Ld, MaL No, that's the way to hang'd for't ; V\\ com-, 
plain to the king 

IViJb. And make yourfelf and family ridiculous : 'tis 
enough your lady's virtuous, and you know it. But 
what if this bafe man fhould brag of favours ? 

Ld. MaL Ay, but what ilgnifies our wives virtue, if 
they are fo liable to fall into a fwoon f any woman may 
be taken napping, you know. 

IViJh. But if this bafe man Qiould brag of favours? 

Ld* MaL Why, let him brag, he's out of favour, at 
court ; and whatever he fays now goes for nothing in 
the drawing-room ; and I care not this, what he can fay 
any where elfe ; for I wou'd not be known by my good 
will out of the verge of WhittbalL 

Wijh, Or if fome of your pretended friends, (hoa*d go 
about to make you fufped me. 

Ld. MaL Tho' I (hou'd furprize 'em in the, manner^ 
and you landing centry-^^- 

Enter lady Malepert to ^em, 

Wijh. My lady's here— — 

I. MaL Howl WiflfnA^elU I proteft I don't underftand 
this : indeed my lord I ihall be jealous of you« 

Ld. MaL But I fhall never be jealous of you, my lady* 

Z. MaL You need not, dear, knowing yourfelf fo 
well : if I were wantonly inclin'd, where cou'd I mend < 
myfelf?- . ' 

Ld, MaL Where am I ? fure paradife is round me s 
to touch thee's heav'n, but to.enjoy thee 1 oh 

L. MaL Have my lord and you been at the cordial 
waters ? 

Wijb. We have been, gravely talking of the deceit^nd 
wickednefs of the age, madam. 

Z. MaL I underftand you ' \AJidi to btr. 

Mylordi when ihall we into thecoantry? I'm quite 

H * weary 
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weaj-yt of this town ; the conifMAK ^^4 public diverfioof 
carry you (o much abroad, I kmgaifib day» without yon^i 
there I ihouM be oftener bleft. , 

LJ. Mai. Well, dear, I vow now, I w«u*t be a mo- 
ineift from you, but when Tjii in other company : but 
that 'tis not the faihion to be fond of oao's w^, I verily 
believe I cou'd fay a great many foft things to her. 

Z. Mai. Pray, my dear, let's go to Mdukty-HUl. 

Ld. MaL' O law ! what fhou'd I do in the country f 
there's no levees, no tnall, no plays, no opera, no teft 
at SJ^m*5, tioHydi-Parkf no muiic- meeting, no baiiet, no 
drawing* room, no mafquerades^ nor no hackney-coachei 
to run about in ; and you know I love running about 
mistily. 

Wijh. Nor no body that underAands good breeding. 

Ld, MaL There the juftice's lady comes to vifit, and 
afk queftioQs after the fafhion : and how do they wear 
their \^m I do they carry their heads as high as they did 
laft Eafler term ? 

IFifl?, A{id, lord ! is fuch a one as wicked as ihe was 
in the laft lampoon ? we have no fadi creatures in the 
country, I aiTure you, 

Ld. MaL And then if Ttalk wit, to banter Mr. Ji^ict 
about date affairs, he flares at me, and does not under- 
Aand me: unlefs one laugh one's felf, the jefts are lofl 
upon 'cm. 

L. MaL Well, well, there are a thoufand innocent 
diverfions 

Ld, Mai. What I angling, foi^ gudgeons, -bowls and 
ninepins } 

L. MaL More w»holefome and diverting than always 
the dully mill^horfe driving in Hjdi*Park* 

Ld, Mai, O law ! don't prq>hane Hjde*Pafk : is there 
any thing fo pleaiknt as to gO: there akme, and £nd faoic 
with the compuay ? why there can't a horfe, or a liiery» 
Ycape a man, that has a mind to be witty : and then I 
fell bargains to the oomgeKwomea. 

Zr. MaL If you lov'd, as I do, yoa wou'd like the 
country ; there I fhoa'd have you weeks together; you 
might lit by» and fee me work; or read a play qr a novel 
tone. Ld%Md* 
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U. MaL Lord I you know, if I read three minutes to* 
^ctbef, I fall afieep: and then if I fliott'd diance to b^ 
akme, wiiat wooM beeome of me? I never tbink^ but it 
puts me into the fpleeh, I'm read to cry. 

XF^« Now if ycm have over-aAed your part» and he 
Aou'd go into the country. [Foo/man to my lord, 

Z. iWtf/. I know him too well for that. 
Ld. Mai. Weil, madam, adieu—— 
lVifi>. Jefn ! whether now ? 

Ld, MaU I'll be at home time enough to go to bed 
«ith yon : but Sir Bamaby Bamtr^ Captain 9 V/z/r, and 
6ir CantiHvar BawRvatv Hay in the fide-box for me. 

L. MaL I wonder yoo'il leave me for fnch coxcombs* 
• Ld, Mai* O law ! coxcombs ! have a care what you fay : 
BaMtiT has a world of wit : he drove my chariot a whole 
evening at Hjdi-Park^ in my coachman's pcrriwig, and 
livery : I fwear he drives as well as any gentleman in 
England I I wonder where he learnt it ? 

fFiJk. It may be natural to him ; bit father kept a 
coachman. 

Ld^ MaL Then Sir Cantaver Bawattaw^m^l wifli yott 
kad been with ut t'other night— --we had a country 
Cfldden with us ; he play'd about him all night ; I war* 
nmt yon, he dnmfoanded him a hundred timca. 
Wi^. Indeed I 

Ld. Mai. Aye» and once* when I was bantering the 
'ii|oire, what do you think? he put ibme gun powder 
-vmier his chair, and blew him up* 

jL. Mai. And did the 'fquire take it ? 
• Ld. MaL At the firft he was a little angry ; but we all 
fwore 'twas a fqaibb thrown into the window: then 
-captain TtHtr came fouie upon htm indeed, and threw a 
whole glafs of claret in his face. 

L. MaL And cou'd yo^ fwear off that too ? 
Ld, MaL No truly, the put pluckt up a fpirit, ilruck 
Tii/ir, and ^alleng*d him to go ^own with him ; • now 
the captain begg'd his pardon, becaufe he wou'd not fpoil 
company ; but wink'd, and langh'd upon us all the while, 
for we were in the fecret you know-*—- but I muj: go to 
'emi or they'll laugk at me ; and fweai I'm under cor* 
. H 3 redlion; 
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reftion ; and that a body woa'd not have every one know 
neither, you know. [Exitw 

Wijbn So, he's fafe for this night. . * 

Z. MaL How can we truft to that? 

Wijh. Pray truft to me ; 1 had him lent for^ and will 
pretend to lie with you : fhou'd my lord come home, 
we're gone to bed ; befides, you have bred him up to Ije 
in his dreiling-room, upon thefe occaftons. 

Z. Mah Well, if it mufl be fo: for your fake I can 
do any thing. 

Wijh, And fomctbing for you own : there's money* 
that's certain: and for any other difappointment,.you 
may bear it the better from a ipan you don't like : we 
mud not always pleafe ourfelves, child. {ExtunU 

SCENE tbegnng into Sir Symphony'/* 
Sir Kuffgoifjg haftily he/ore Gayman, 

Gtiy* Sir Ruff, Sir Ruff! yon overlook yoar ffiends. 

Sir Ruff\ it muft be a \txy good friend, I don't over- 
look at this time. 

Gay. Why, what's the matter ? 

Sir Rrff. Why, I'm an emperor; and this th'e'night of 
my coronation ; know, friend, for thou art tb« only 
confident of my pleafure, that this night, at twelve, 
tKe incomparable madam Hljhwtll rectt«ea me at mala- 
dy's garden-door; this being told, I mull be gone 9- for 
nothing but the pleafure of imparting to my bofom- 
fricnd, cou'd detain me a moment- 
Gay. But' Where's the hafte now ? 

Sir Ruff, The hafte! why they may be at the roo£c, 
4ox ought I know : and if i Ihou'd not be there to re^- 
ccfve 'em ; where's'the bafte now"? [Exitm 

Gay. Be crown'd to night, do you fay? no, no^ I'll 
fpoil his holiday. 

Enttr Granger, 

OraH. What, Gayman, thoughtful ? 
Gay, I have it in my iicad, but you mud help mc oqt 
with it. 

Eattr 
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Enter Jano. f 

Jam, Mr, Granger ■ > 

Gran. Well fajd, my Mercury / 

yi?«^. Here's an anAver to your letter, fir. But I 
muft not be ken here, led xny lady ihoa'd be known to 
be within in a mafque; and that (he wou'd jioc for any 
thing : ihe fays, fir, you mud not know her. 

Gran. But what faid my lady Trickitt ? 

Jam* Irideed, iir, I dare not ftay any longer. 

Gran. There's thy guinea, child. \Exlt Jano. 

Enter Garnilh. 

Gam* A lady's trophy, Mr. Granger* 

Gran* A fore-runner of dark deeds i you (lull hear it* 

Reads the note.] Vm gladynu^re con*uerted\ and ^won^t fail 
is be at Rofamond'/-/^*^, at ten exa&ly^ 'wbert I will 
m/e my beft endeavours to confirm you, 

^ Gay* A very pioos gentlewoman^ this ! 

Gam. She'd make an admirable miffionary for Cbina, 
or the Mo^uPt country. , 

Graik* Mine's a tender ooiifcieDce» and requires ex- 
traordinary helps. 

Qaru. Methittks you're fomething frank of the lady's 
Iccrets. 

'Gran. O fir, they allow all freedoms to us, who are 
able to difcover their good qualities^ as well as their in- 
trigues. 

Gay, There's no man hindered fr<»R telHng, but he 
liiteit- enters no further into the fecret. Be fides our3 are 
f#orn miilrefies ; and the more we fet out ^their petfec- 
tioDs/^'thi^ more their renown. 

Gran. Nay, mine's a very fun-flower ; whene'er the 
golden god but fhows his head* ihe opens prefently. 

Gar». Fie, fie, I (hall lofe ro.y reputation with yoi|. 

Gran, You ! why with all your prudence, of never 

bowing to your miftrefs in a public place, ftealing glances 

under your hat, and following her at a fly diiiance in 

H 4 the 
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the Mall, you are found oat as well as we, who make 
no Ynyftery of the matter. 

Gay. Nay, fooner ; for your gravity n (uJTpe^ed of a 
d^fign, while the franker fellows have aot Cfedit enough 
with the town to eftablifh a fcandaL 

Gam, But a little difcretion does ne harai* 

Gran. Difcretion ! why that's enough to ruin a mail 
with the whole fex t he that has iiv'd to twenty, with* 
oat the reputation of a wicked fellow, will never be 
allow'd to be wicked in a fashionable company as long as 
be lives. 

Gam, You're only for the brutal part, gentlemen. 

Gran, I don't know what you mean by the brutal part : 
mine's a healthy conftitution ; it ebbs, and liowa, Hfce the 
fea, and needs nothing butitfelf to caofe its motioD* ' 

Gay. There's part of Sir Sympbtry\ equipage, 'tis time 
to folioW'— * [Infirumtnts carrfd onjtr tht fingu 

Gam. At ten o'clock 1 1 (hall watch jq^^ Mr« Grmttger. 

[Exiunt. 

SCENE dr^iwny Jk^ws m ttthhf ^Uk ikjimmemst timirs 
Jiff Sir KikW, Gayman, Granger, Gariiiiht nammim 
majky captain^ hulltest Sir Symphony tmfktg hjlrtmimtn 
Drydrobb fmning kis ciliUtn ; kn»tking 4U tb$ dnr^ tb$ 

porter bujy in bis employmmt* 

Port. Who's there? what woo'dyoa have? [^KnukiMg. 
Witbout."] Is Mr. Scrape^weil within ? - • 

Pert. No ; you may find hire at the MiMt. [Xttofbhg* 
fFitbout.'} Tell Sir Sympbony here are fome gemlemea 
deiire the favour to come in« 

Port, Lord, fir, I can't let yon in : here's fcarce room 
already for the gentlemen performers to ftir their eU 

bows [Knocking,'^ Well, what's the matter now? 

Ifitbmtt.] Sir, here's Mr« Humdru^^ bafe-viol— « 
Port. Give it me. [Shuts tbi ^9m\ 

Without.'] Here are ladies. [^noihing again* 

Port. The ladied mull come ii^. 
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Entir lady Sufan andMru Judy, mafqu^d. 

' JL Su* O Iftw I yonder he's talking to other ladies, 
iBnt that's bec^ufe I waA not here : yet he is not to know 
roa here ; tho' I hope my liuie Ja^t has told him. 

Gran. 'Tis £0-^-^ [To Gayman. 

Thus by the hobble in her pace, 
jEmas knew his mother's grace. 
Now will I be a very obedient lover, and not know 
her. 

Cafi, Oands ! this may be my — No» no, it is not fho. 
[Tifs captain part ahut tU masks. . 

Sir Symi Ladies, yoa*re very welcome ; chairs there. 
Wott'd you wooM unmafk, and join the arms of your 
beaoty to the force, of the mu£c, that not a heart might 
'icape. 

Z* Sh. I know^ fir, you are too well bred, not to giT« ^ 
ttf our liberty. 

^/> Sym. This place is (acred to the fair, you mail 
command, ladies. 

Sir Rsiff, Knight, is yoor no^lnrnal here? are they 
good goods, I mud examine. i^£*^^ ^ ^* Suian* 

£. Sm. O Jeftt ! this rode fellow ! 

Sir Sym, Sir, yon may talk 'till the mofic plays, bat 
here you mnft excufe me, I foffer no ruffling-^— 

[G9is to tbi iabUi 

Sir Ruff, Zounds I fir, ril excufe neither them, nor 
you, for all your fcraping. 

G^y% This muft be improved to a quarrel. \To Granger^^ 
Hark you, Sir i2tf^-— — 

Sir Rtif. Zounds ! fir, I'll proufl the damfels, as 
much SI any man* 

GriM^ Ay, Sir Rt^r get the rude fool beaten, that 
wou'd allront Vm, do. 

Li Su. O Jeftt I Mr« Granpr^ proted me, Vdt read/ 
to die. 

Gran* There's tio danger, madam. 1 
. L. Su. Pray lead me to a chair, J tremble every jo'!iit ' 
of me ; I (hall fall into a fit.. 

Grtfff. 'Twoa'd break Sir ^ai/i&Mr/s heart, madam. 

H 5 , £r* SU^' 
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L. $u, Ohwl I hope yoa don't know me j I pioteft 
I woqM not be known for the world. 

Gran. I only gnefs your quality $ by yoor air; 

L, Su, But why do you tax me for Sir 6ymph$nyP I 
(wear, fir, I value no body more thi^t yourfelf : but, i 
•vow, you have oblig'd me extremely 

SrSym. All difcords! fourths, and feventhsl gentle- 
men. Wou'd that ear of your's were reformM once — — 

Gran, In a pillory ? 

Sir Sym, Come,^ome, let's tune, we make the ladies 
ftay, 
[Hi takes a hafinfiolt and nvbi/e he is tuning, ont of tbi 

hullies uH*wine/s tbi pegs o<uer bis bead: then be lays drwn 

the hofw, ivbicb the Sully draivs through the candle ; tMbem 

Sir Symphony tries to play, be can*t make tt found. 

SirSjm. Lord! gentlemen, 'tis impoffible to play at 
this rate : (landing fo near me, as you do, your breath 
has fo moiften'd my firings, they won't found. 

[Tries again. 

r BuLy, Damn me, Tontj the knight crowds moft fplen«- 
didly : 1*11 banter him : pray, fir, when you lengthen a 
crotchet into quavers, and divide it by minums, does noc 
your cravat- firing deaden the found of your fiddle? 

Sir Sym. Mine's a Cremona, and coft me fifty pounds, 
gentlemen ; pray fufpend your cunofity, and come to my 
chamber, and I'H refolve you any queilion io mufic. 

Sir Ruff: But, fir, if the volatile parts of mu/ic fhould 
jofllewith the effluviums of the air ; forTychoBracbehoidsi 
all founds go in a ri^ht line by undulation r can com- 
mon time be confiftent wiih a jigg ? 

Sir Sym, Lord, fir, yon make fuch a noife— I make 
all my j'ggs in common time ; are you fatisfy'd h 

Sir Ruff, But if harmony was firfl difcover'd by the 
beating of hammers upon an anvil ; why fhou'd not your 
head make the mofl mek)dious indrument ? for AriftotU 
holds that your hollow yefTels — 

Sir Sym, If you're for a cockpit, fb come, pray 

let's begin-^^ [All the nubile the fymphony flays, he beats. 

time and /peaks in admiration of it. 

Sir Sjm. O Gad 1 there's a flat note ! there's art! how 

fur- 



d by Google 



Any, RAf^Bft THAN >Atf. I55 

fivprbstngly the key chaages ! O law! there's a double 
,i«liihl I Avear, fir, yoa have the fweeceft little fipger in^ 
England! ha ! ihat (Iroke's new ; I tremble every inch of 

sne : now ladies look to your hearts Softly, gentle- 

sneii**—— remember the echo-— —captain, yoa play the , 
wrong tune— ^6 law I my teeth I my teeth ! for God's 
fiike, captain, mind your cittern— Now the fuga, 
bafes ! again, again I lord ! Mr. Humdrum, you come in 
three bars too foon. Come, now the fong 

A S O N G, fet by H, PuralU and fnng by Mrs* 
Hodgfin^ 

L 

^ HO* you makt n9 rttum h my pajponi 

Stiil I pre/ume to adort I 

'Tts in loi/e but an odd reputation^ . 

Faintly repuU^d to gii/B o^tr ; 

When you talk of your duty^ 

J gazt onyou^ beauty, 
Ncr mind the dull maxim at all ^ 

Let it reign in Cheapfide, 

With the citisuH^s bride. 
It will ne*er be received in Whitehall. 

ir; 

What apocryphal tales are you told? 

By one, 'nfbo njoou^d make you belie*ue, 
Tbat, becauje of to have and to bold^ , 
Touftill muft be pinned to hisjkeve ; . 

'97/ apparent btgh treafin^ . 

Againft lon)e, and reafon^ 
Shot^d one facb a' trtafure engrofs ; 

He that knpivs not the jdys^. 

That attend fuch a choice, 
Should refign to annther nnh^ do^u - 



H 6 A^ SONG 
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A SONG, written by Jnthony Htnfy^ efquife, fet 
by Mr. PuralU and fong by Mrs. JyliJft and Mr«» 

ATOs ntt n»y «>, refiftanci is huf ^4hp 

And tnly adds nenv njutigbt tts Copid*/ chain ; 
J tbou/and ijuajs, a thovfand urtSf 
Tbt tyrant knonus to cafti'vati enr hdrts 5 
Scmttimis ht Jigbs emfhys, and Jhmetimes tries 
Tbi uni^ftr/ai languagi of tbt iyes\ 
Tbe Jiercit nxitb fiertimfs ht deftroys ; 
Tbt nueak nxitb tenderntfs dtcoys ; 
He kills tbe Jlrong nnUb joy^ tbe nsieak nvitb fain. 
No, nOf nof no, rtfiftance is but ^vain* 

Gran. This is admirable : but if you woa*d oblige the 
ladies, yoa muft play your folo. 

Sir Sym. With all my heart, if the captain will accom- 
pany. 

1 Bu^ly. ?cx a* this fcraping, and tooting: fhall we 
fclipfe, T^, and make it a rankum ? 

2 Bully. No, no, we'll dumfound the baronet/ 

[Tbey dum/ound bintj on eacb fide, as bitwmu 

Sir Sym, Who's that ? What do yoa mean f [Turning 

cuiikt one bits bins in tbe eye\ This is not to be borne 5 

is't you, take that, fir. 

[Strikes bins witb a ba/s-'viol, and leaves st upon bis\bead». 

Gay, This is a conimon caufe. 

\Th£y draw, drive i be bullies out, tbe women run out mi 
the other door. Sir Ruff* retires to a eomer of tbe ft age ^ 
and draws, tbe others return ■ 
Gran, Thefe brutes have almofl deftroyM all tbe pub- 
lic diverfions of the town. 

Gay, Stand you by Sir Symphony, [To Granger.] Pll 
bring him a challenge -— — - I've always tkougbt yoa 
brave, Sir Ruff, 
Sir Ruff, why, who dares think otherwife I 
Gay. 1 believe Sir Symphony will meet you. 
Sir Ruff, Or Pll poft him ; but what has he done? 

Gay^ 
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Gay, (^^/^)— You defign'd it, I fappofe; and ^oar beft 
way is to be befbrehand with hiiii» Pll datid by yoo— « 

Grii«. Why I faw him'; lie entOitrag'd 'em; befidei^ 
idler's but a ftlirvy title for a knight f ^ 

Sir Sym. Why, did he call me fidler ? 

Grw. He faid you were a wretched fcraper, ooly ^ 
to play to a garland upon a Maydtty ; my lady $u/mm 
heard hiito, as well as I. 

SirSym. Nay if one were fare of that, -if (he heard 
him : one wouM not do a foolifii things hand OYer head, 
without r6afon» you know. 

GraM, If you bring it to any thing, let me (eryt yott ^ 
you ihall find me at my lodginga-—— [Exit. 

Sir Ruf. Well then» defire him to meet me, with hit 
fword in his hand, to-morrow morning. 

Ga;. If he fiiids you (b backward, he'll never aik your 
pardon. * 

Sir Ruff^ But to-night I have bniinefs, yon know» 

Guy» Greater than your honour ? 

Sir Ruff. 'Tis very unfortunate — But nfe your pleafure. 

Gay* Sir, I hope you'll pardon iiiy ffiefrage. Sir Ryff 
defir^s y<ltt wod'd meet him, with your fecond, in JIfMr- 
JUidi, 

Sir Syitk I was juft defignifig to fend to him» to meet 
me, to-morrow morning. 

Gay. He defires it may be to*hight, £r. 

SirSym. To-night^ 

Gay, At twelve ; the moon (hinet very clear ; at Sid* 
^ai.gate» at twelve, fir ' ■ 

Sir Sym. I maft fend to Mr. Granger ; I fhad't faS* 
fir- [Exiu 

Gay. Come, ilr, I have bttfinefs for an hour ; but get 
you ready, yon need not make your will, I believe; I'll 
meet y^u at the Sun tavern behind the 'Change^ and nek 
fail— 'to difappoint you of your feconds. [Afitie. Exiuwi^ 
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SCENE RofiimoiidV Pwd. 

. Granger «/m» 
Let the woman deferve as little at her man» ibe feV 
dpni fails of a farourable opinion of her oiim charms ; 
and, MX the intrigae».if it be poifible. will be the gceater 
^1 of the two. Becaufe I like Trickitt, (he thinks I'm 
in love with her: why, how has ihe the impudence to 
think fo! but ihe does think fo; for in this note, ihe 
has promis'd to meet me here : if ihe has honeflf 
enough to be as good as her word, (he needs, no greater 
cuxfe ; there was no occafion of my knowing that ihe 
can make her hufband a cuckold, to make me have aa 
ill opinion of her :..I alwaya thought fo ill of her, that 
'tis now neceiTary to think a little while well, to think 
ivorfe. of her than I did ; that muH be my reafon of lik« 
ing her; a malicious pleafure of revenging the quarxel 
of thofe fools (not forgetting her dear lord) who have 
trufted, and been deceived byher. She can't deceive me. 

Enter Lady Sufan /» a mask* 

Whom, we have here? a fifter io affliaion! if my 
nymph, and her ihepherd have dray 'd together; 'twere 
A gentle charity, of my. iide, to propofe a dab of incon^ 
fiancy for a revenge. 

Z. Su. MuGravgir I is't.yOtt?- 

Gran, The be/l part of him, madam^ 
- ^..^J«. O law; Mr. Grang$r ! I fe^r I have tir'd your 
patience : an impertinent kiafwoman popt in upon m^ 
^d kept me above half an hour, I vow now. „ 
, Gran. A trick upon me! but Til iit her. {jifidt.lt 
:thooght Xh» minutes ages^ till you came. 

X, Su. O Jefu I and did you, dear Mr. Grangtrp' 

: Gran. By her, O Jefu, I guefs , the party {Jfidt.] 

madam* this happinefs atones for all. 

L, Su, O Jefu ! but can you love me dearly ? 

Gran. Mor^ than heav'n. 

Z. &i. And you'll be (fonilant?. 

Gr4M. MPtmlofe. 
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X. Su, And you'll love me for ever and ever ? 

Grang. Amen^'to the end of the thapter* 

L. Su. You'll fwear all this ? 

Grang. The Bible throiighy ttiAdam : by your fair felf, 
by a?| M ■■ '" ! 

£. Su. Hold, hbld, good fir, enough : well, we fliall 
ht fo happy ; but when ? fbr now you maycommand me. 

Grang. Now, madam, this inftant {^Embracing htr. . 

L.Su. O Jefu ! what do you mean ? 

Grang. To let you know how well I love you. 

L, Su. No, I vow, I wou'd not for all the world z as 
I hope for maflfy, you mnft hate me, to ofier this. 

Granp Rather if I ihou'd not offer it^ madam ; the op- 
portunity, and you are kind— 

L,Su.<y law ! fir ! if you'll be honourable-* — 

Grang, Thefe fhades are honourable : you are not the 
firft woman has trufled her honour with 'em : keep your 
own counfel, . and they'll tell no tales to your relations^ 
to put you out of coonteaance, as yoi» walk barefec'd 
this way with 'em. 

Z. Su» But this to a lady of my quality. 

Gra/ig. Why, 'twere a downright flight upon you not 
to oiler to be civil to you : and a woman of quality can 
bear atiy thing better than a flight, you know : befides» 
the place, and hour take all diflmdion off: confe, come, 
you have made as decent a refiftance as is neceffary to 
excufe yott to your quality. 

L.Su. Well, Mv. Granger, I thought you had more 
refpeft for me, elfe I fhou'd never have trufted myself 
with you alone ; in the honourable way of marriage, i 
own I cott'd- receive yoiK 

Grang. Why, you are marry'd already. 

L. Su. O crimine ! no r who do you take me for ^ 

Grang, Nay, if you're not marry'd yoa mail tell mei 

L.Su. Pray, who did you vifit this afternoon f 

Grang, A worthy, grave lady, lady Su/an MaUptri. 

L. Su. Suppofe it her you talk to. 

Grang. Suppofe you her ! fuppofe my lady Sujan with 
a man, alone, at ten at night, and in this place too I iio» 
no, that is not to be fuppos'd } and you arc no bcttcrthan 

yo 
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you (ko«*d bcy to offer itt if you were noi in petticoats, 
you ihou'd kQOw how I reient a wrong A> great to her I 
10 innch honour. 

£4 Su. Why thesv I vow Aom^ — 

Grmng. Nay, never load your cnrae with pcijory* 
' I. ^m. Why» dear fir, did not you appoint thit piaoe ? 

Gitang, Bot that lady. does not ufe to anfwer appoint* 
vents. 

L. Sm. And wobM you make my geaerous pity appear 
a crime ? 

Grartg. Por the generotis pity yoa fpeak of, I wou'd 
have you to know, that lady has none for any man, at 
Ji0/Mm$Hd*9 pond. 

L. Sm. O Jeftt ! fir ! why fare 'tis no crime, in an ho» 
aowable way, to fee the mdh one lovet. 

Grmtig. Love I why that's a folly lady Su/om has re- 
BonncM thefe twenty years : her pulfe beats even, and 
her fober blood ranis quiet in her veins : and as for ma- 
f I'imony, I know the very naaw wou'd frighten her % be» 
fides, I dare not aim fo high. 

L. $M* O Jeftt ! your nierit d^aris yob to all things t 
and were I ten times what I am— — 

CnHigk Thoa an a-tlmrg^i-a^oil defpife % a midnight 
Iroller;> nay worfe, fome mifchief-making fiend, who 
wood'ft aflbme the title of an angel, to be the more a -de- 
vil. Blefs me i methtnks I fee the cloven foot peep on- 
der her petticoat! defend me! I fay, and deliver me 
Irom fuch company* [E^in 

£• Sm. Jefu ! what can this mean ? Either he did not. 
Or he wouM not know me : if he did not hope to meet - 
me here, why did he write to me ? He bad livy lettev, . 
elfe whv came he hither ? but then he faid I was marry'd ; 
O law f may he be fufpefted. Sir Symphony t well, i mult 
forbid him my lodgings, I fee that, to convince him. O 
hw ! but then he wou'd have been fo rude ! bat that 
might be to try my virtue; for I mufi needa faj, he 
fpoke all the while of roe with the greateft refped in the 
iVdrld. Well, I love hrm, that's certain, and muft not 
lofe him ; I'll be plani %vki him the fiHl time I fee him ; 
for marry him I mail;, and wear my weding ring upon 
my .thumb too, that I'm refolvM on. iExit.: 
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£»//r Trickitt. 

L» Trie. Tlvis is fome fort of rerenge apon th^ J-ogae 
for refufiog me his moncfi how €0«*d he'imftgint I 
woo*d allow him a faToar» when he had %vtetk mo fiich a 
foaioir to believt lift did not think tc worth paying {<» i 
I woo'd carrjr ray malice farther, to poniih hi» iaapo* 
dence in writing to me; bat fince his note has C0Qtribi)ft«« 
cd to the cheating him with the perfon of: lady SMfiiw, 
I am at the end my defign ; and am contented only to 
ktigh at hkn-^-*^ [Garnifik $0 harm 

Gmm, RtA you flierry, madam. 

L, Trie. They may langh that win, they fay» M& 
Gturmjb. 

Gam. And ladies feldom lofe in foch a town, at tiiii^fi 
where there are i^ many civil peHons.tophy at yOar 
own game too. 
. -iL. Trk, Bat how camt von here at foch a time \ 

Gam, Madam, I can't be fo indi^rent a lover, not to 
watch the motions of your iacK nations s Imding youa 
pleafnre lie thia evening in the Park» 1 came to 4ad it 
out. 

- L» ?m.. Indeed if yon had cone a. little iboaef^.yoa 
flitght h»Ee foand it t I have been very well pleased fiace 
I came liere. 

Qtam* 1 belkve (b* 

h* 9ri€. But yon come a little too late, to be a wit&eA 
of it; the bofineffl is over. 

* Oam* O madattiy I woa'd not diftorb yon, if the bofi* 
neft had not been orer. I met Mr* Grangitt madam^ 
and knew by him the bafinefs was over. 

L. Tri€, And what faid he to you ? Did not he loo% 
like an aft ? 

Gam. As men generally do apon fnch occafions : but 
I thought it ttnreafonable to tell him he look'd like aa 
sfst becaafe I knew he was not the firft of yoar makiiig, 

L.Trif^ Mr. Gamijb/ 

Qarn. Vm fure you have made an afs of me % but my 
jealoiiry hsia teliQr'd^iiiy eyea$ ia^ now I plainly (ee you 

w<^u'd 
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wouM abnfeme. When Grander {ent yon the note of 

affignation, I was with him. 

• £. Trie, Well, I received one from him— 

Gafn. O I did you fo ? 

£. Tfic. By lady Su/an*s page. 

GdfA. By the fame token he gave the boy a guinea ta 
encourage fo hopeful a beginning ; and told him, if he 
brought him an anfwer, he had another to fet him up 
in his trade : you were not wanting on your part, I knt)w« 

L, Trie* Why, trnly, no ; when I read it, I put it into 
another cover, and gave it the page to carry his lady : (he 
was glad of the appointment, I fuppofe, fent him an an* 
fwer, and came according to the invitation^ 

Gar ft. And what did you come for ? 

A. Tru. To laugh at the miftake 

Gar». And fet him right. O, very probable f 

Z. Trie. 'Tis very true. 

Garn, That yon are very falfe. [Turning from hifm 

L* Trie. A ne'er was falfe to you« 

Garn, Away^ away, it is not to be excui'd. 

Z* Trie, 1 don't excufe it. 

Garn, No, no, it never can. 

Z. Trie, Why then it never AiaH ; add I am f^rry I at- 
tempted it : if you don't think it worth your whHe to be 
fatisfy'd, I'm fore I was in the wrong to endeavoor it* 
Sir, as I remember, matters between yon and me are en- 
tirely depending* upon our good liking and pleafure ; 'tie 
not in the nature of an amour to make one another un«b 
eafy : when once we begtii to find faultd» 'tis ^igh time 
to find out frefli friends that have none : the mofi dtC^ 
perate jealoufy of this kind lies within die remedy of 
parting. 

Gam, It need not come to that netcher, madam • 
. L.Trie, Sir, I won't befufpeded, l-woOv't bcenquif*d 
into: a husband can do no more ; and I have enough of 
one'hniband and his ill- humours at home, 1 thank yon, 
ever to allow of a hufband abroad to torment me. Per- 
haps you think I can't break with you i I wou'd have 
you to know, fir, J can, and will break with you and 
Jfty morci rather than break one hoar's reft for any of 

yooj 
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you* ril change as oflen as I fhifc my c2oath«» but I!U 

light upon a man that has fenfe enoogh to value his owa 

pleafure, without^ invading mine* If I depended upon 

you indeed, and there were nobody elfe to be had, you 

might tie me to your own terms; but, make ds thankful,^ 

there's roving room enough in this dear town : I caa 

provide royfelf, I warrant you. 

A miflrefs is a name implies command : 

Nor £ball the fccpter fail witjiin my hand s 

But if you wou'd take back that pow'r you gave» 

Marry the woman you wou'd make a fla?e* {^ExewU* 



ACT V. S C E NE I. 

. SCENE, L0rd Makpert'i Houfi. . 

Gay man tntgrs dr^mg^ and nfi^aing^ 

O what a might was that / h$w/oft thi iedp 
' ff^SM 6m btr pamtiug ho/om I was laid/ 
Warm im ti^oym%mtt nm fgfth^r grtwp > 
^ud Oi em imind,. mtm hut am hidy t90 ■ « 

HO Wy how ? one mind ! no, there Pm ont s How 
can't I help thinking of Sir Ruf^ and deftroyins 
the memory of this night's pleafures, by calling to mind 
they were all defign'd for another. Can^t I be contented 
9^ith the enjoyment of a delicious woman, without re- 
fleftiog, that any body elfe might have had her aa well 
as I ? ' Tis an impertinent curiofity in our natures, that 
wMn wp have difcover'd as much as we can to ple^e us, 
will always drive us upon fomething to find fault- with ; 
curioH^ty did I call it ? nay, gad> there's ingratitude in 
the bottom on't, I believe; for 'tis l^e way of the world* 
ifi other filvours . too, to k^n thofe obligations', as 
jBttch at we can, which we han't in our hoae&y (9 ce^ 

turnt 
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tarn* Pox, I hate to be ungrateful : but I can't be on** 
jHiteful here, iflwouM; for the^e was nothing defign'd 
to ne of the beaefits I receivM ; fTiJbweU let me in at 
«he hour appointed for Sir Ruff: the lady received roc 
ibr Sir Rujf^ bat when I think of the pleafures that came 
after, that Ihe fliou'd ftili miftake me for that bargaining 
booby of her bawd's providing, I dob't fbrgnre her ; the 
furious riot, the expenfe of charms, the prodigality of 
life, and love (too vaft for nature's bounty to fupport an- 
other hour) might hare inlbrm'd her better. 'Tis not 
yttday; fFiJhwilPs mj convoy ; I can't get olF without 
her. No matter now if Ihe knows me. Who's this fol- 
lows ne ? 

E»tirLaJj Malepert. 

Z, MaU I have flept away my life, my better part of 
it, mv life of love ; he's gone from roe : was this an hour 
of reft, fleep had been weltot&e in a halband's bed ; but 
in a lover's arms I he ftole away, fearful of waking me, 
and fearful to be Teen, he fioleaway, in every thinglhew* 
ing his care of me : how con'd Sir Ruf do this ? O love 1 
what can'H tliou fiot do in a woman's heart 1 that brutal 
thing, wfaom^ as 1 thought, IJoath*d, thy gentle fires hath 
foften'd b^ degrees, and melted into Gi^pmu 1 ni^ht be 
ftill my fneftd, let me not fee him». and I will think it, 
was my Gajman ftill. 

Gay. O this woman ! I love her fot herfelf^ but hale 
ker too. 

L.MaL Who's there? 

Gay^ Your lover. 

L. Mah O ! be but ever fo: can yon forget? can Jfkm 

foi^ve me ? can you excuie my being to he fold \ Let 

f^ij&wili bear the mercenary blame ■■■■ Her bafeaefi 

wrought me to her fordid ends : hat I'll mairn yoor 

^ bills 

Gay. Return my love; my fortune is but yetirt. 

L. MmJ. You are my better fortune. 

Gay. O this happy night ! but to remember it, a lock- 
et, or yoor pianre-ix^^ 
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Zr. Mai Take this ring, to make a better xnflrriage. 
Have yott forgiv'n me ? 

Gay, How fhall I convince you ? 

L. MaL Why, only fay you have. 

Gay. Saying is too little: doing's the limg proofs 
that never lies ; within you will bdieve me 

[Going outf Wifliwell to *em luith a candlt. 

Wijh, Madam, madam, where are you? Blef« my eye- 
fight ! • 

Z. MaL Bfefe the wom^n : what's the matter ? 

Wifo* Are you the happy roan, Mr. Gayman ? 

L, MaL Gay man ! 

Gay. Thank you for making me fo, Mrs. WtJbwilL 

L, MaL Gayman! then. I am rain'd: bafe woman! . 
have I dcfcrv'd this from you ? 

Wijh. No, but you deferve it from yourfelf, for putting 
this trick upon me 

L. Mai. 1 put a trick upon you ! 

Wijb* And you will find the benefit of it in a littje 
time ; my lord and his drunken companions are coming 
up iiairs to vifit you ; as you have manag'd the bufinefs 
without me, ev'n get off on't as well a» you can ; I 
wafh my hands of it, and will retire without being 
feen. \.^xif. 

L, MaL O every way undone ! follow her down the 
back-flairs*— — 

Gay. Pox take her, ihe has double* lockM the door. 
L. MaL What (hall I do ? what will become of me ?' 
Gay. Nay, madam, let the worfl come to the word^ 
Sir Ruf'is oblig'd to take care of you— -but Til bring 
you off this time I warrant you. . 

Eniir Lord Malepert, Granger, andtvio Buiiies* 

Gran. Singing*\ And hi that is gi'v'n to doat 
On 'woman* s incotiftancyp 
1 lAjou^d not be in his coat 
^ , For a grtat dtal ofnady motuy* 

^ , Whatl 
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What ! my kdy, land Gayman ! are you too up tog^her 
early, or late ? Here's my lord and I arc in conjunftion 
too : why faith, madam, we thought of nothing but the 
fpirit of clary : we did not expeft fuchgood company, 
my lord-^— - 

Ld. MaL No, really, I did not expedl to find a man 
with my wife, 

Grang* But fee how oddly things will happen feme- 
times. 

Ld. Mai* Ay, fo they will, very oddly indeed fomecimes. 

Gay. Oddly, Mr. Granger! what the devil do you 

mean \ [Afide, 

Grange I'll bring you off", I warrant yon, madam ; Gay- 
fuan't an honed, well-condition'd fellow; but fomewhat 
fleepy towards morning : how did your ladyihip get him 
up fo foon ? 
' Gay. Pr'ythee recolleft thyfelf: all's ruin'd elfe. 

Grange £ muil go fnacks, Gayman, 
i h, MaL He's mufi'ring all his little malice, 'twill end 
in mifchief certainly. 

Ld. MaL Nick^ go you and fetch the conftable : but^ 
before he comes, madam, I command you, in the king's 
name, to tell me what you two have been doing toge- 
ther in my abfence, againfl the peace of my bed and bo- 
ibm? 

Gay, Doing, my lord ! why 'tis plain enough what wc 
have been doing ! any body may fee what we have been 
doing — r- 

Grang, Very plainly, my lord. 

Gay, Or if they can't fee, 'tis but hearing you talk "as 
you do, and they may eafily find what you have been 
doing : did not we fup together ?, 

Ld. MaL The devil's always very powerful at this 
timbof the morning, gentlemen; but bear witnefs, he 
fays they fupp'd together. 

Gay, They fupp'd together 1 we, I fay we ; Granger^ 
your lordfhip and I, and thefe two honeft gentlemen. 
Gentlemen, I fhall be proud to be better known to you ; 
pox; do you think I dont know what I fay? They re« 
metnber me, tho* yoa won't, my lord. 

' I Bully. 



d by Google 



ANV, RATJlEil THAN FaiL. 167 

1 -Bully. What! not .remember Mr% Gasman f 

^ Buily, O ! perfedly* my lord. 

Gay. Whyf my noble lord, you are farther gone than 
I thought yoa were : if yoo drink your friends down 
with your bottle,. I have done with yoa: why, gentle- 
men, I don't believe you drank vtry hard after I left 
you ? 

J Bally. Not very hard, fir, 

2 Bully, Not above a bottle a piece after you left us. 
Grange Well, a clear confcience is a great matter I 

fee., 

Lil, Mai, After he left us! why,' then I am drunk, and 
did not know it before: to my own thinking now I re- 
member every thing in the company as perfedly— — 
Why how can a man tell, at this rate, whether he's fo« 
ber or no ? 

Gay. Nay, [ had been in the fame pickle if £ had (laid 
with you : but when I faw you began to be mankilh, you 
may r^membery you fent me home before you, to knock 
up Mrs. Darkas, for the cordial waters, and you were to 
follow me. 

Ld, Mai. Not that I know of. 

Grang, Nay, my lord, there you mnd excufe me; 
truth is truth ; you did fend him home, for how cou'd we 
elfe have found him him here ? 

Ld. MaL Why that's true: why, well, if I have forgot 
it, I beg all your pardons. 

L, Mai. Is it not enough, my lord, that you come 
home at thefe unfeafonable hours, but you mu& fend up 
your drunken companions before yov j 

Enter Wiftiwell. 

Jf^/J^will znd I were afleep, when this unmannerly royfUrr 
came into the dining-room .* we thought there had beeii 
thieves, and poor Wijh'wtll was almoil frighted out of her 
fenfes. 

Wijh. I mod clofe with her for my own fake, \4fidt. 

L.Mai. Was this well done, my lord? Yet I won't 
think you cou'd be fo ill a man^ to defign it as a plot 
upon niy honour, I won't think you con'd. * 
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Wtflf. My lord, my lord, is this the ofe yoo make of 
what I told you ? Do you deferve fo good a lady ? And 
Mr. GajmaHf was it like your chara^er, to be confede- 
rate in fo bafe an undertaking ? And all of you ^o make 
a combination— »— 

LJ. MaL Nay» WiJbnjoilU as I hope to be favM now^ 
'twas altogether an accident; nobody had the leaft defign 
upon my wife» or her honour, that I know of : there has 
happeu'd feme little miftakes, I mu{l needs fay ; but I ani 
always fo deaf with drinking, you know— -Gad fo ! 
here's mufic : fee who 'tis that ferenades, I love ferena« 
ding mightily. 

Eni9r Sir Ruff, mm^I Sir Symphony nviilf mufic. 

Sir Ritf. I have ont-ftaid my affignation ; *but this fe- 
renade will make her amends. What's here ? Gayman ! 
darn me, fir, a man's well helpM up that trulls to you for 
a fecond : I waited for you above two hours. 

Gay. I was all that while fervingyou eUewhere. 

Sir Rtfff, What do you mean ? 

Gay, Why, do you think yourfelf a £t man for a back- 
door P You might as well have trullcd 'em again to let 
you in at the window: the ladies fdefign'd to laugh at 
you, and being your friend, I made the quarrel, to fend 
you out of their power. 

Sir Ruff. Nay, gad, I thought there Was fomething 
in't : for when Sir Symphony and I came face to face, we 
were pre&ntly friends, and agreed upon the Uddles* But 
fince they defign'd to make an afs of me, Til have fatis- 
fa£lion, or my money again* 

Gay. Experience can never be bought too dear, {it. 
^ Sir Ruff, Zounds, fir, I'll go to her, and tell her ftic 
lies. 

Gay. Pm glad I know your principles. 

Grang. Sir Symphony^ why do you look fo angry ? I 
hate blood-ihed ; then Sir Ruffzud you are old friends; 
befides, Gayman and I had bufinefs, as you fee, fir ; but 
how went the tilt? Ha! Pm forry, for both your fakes, 
I can fee thro* neither of you. I love a vifto, as my 
lord fays, mightily. 

6 Enter 
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Enter Strvant* 

. Sit^. There ztt fome ma&ers below defire to be ad- 
nitted. 

.Ld. Mai, O gemini ! wife^ let'em come ap« [Ex, Str^u, 
Hark you, gentlemeiiy let's even make a night on'c : I 
have fome maflcing habits within; captain Tiiur, Sir 
Ruf, Sir Sympbinyf we'll all be in difgaife. 1 love dif- 
gaife when every body knows one mightily. 

Sir Sym, Hang yoor mafqueradesi I begin to be tir'd 
of 'em: 'tis lofing one's labour always upon other men's 
midreAes ; when you have waited upon a gentlewoman 
thro' the ceremonies of the night, and think of going 
home with her, tho' you have cram'd her pockets as full 
of fweetmeats as they can hold, her own fpark appears 
in the morning; beats you, perhaps^ for offering to lead 
her to her coach, and forces ygu to walk home, ankle 
deep, in your Turkifi habit* ^ 

Ld, MaL O very fooliih ! leave Sir Symphony to his 
own face, he'll make nothing of that, I dare fay for him : 
come, gentlemen, we (hall be pure and merry, when we 
don't know one another* 

[Extunt Ld. Mai. Sir RuiF, and Bullies. 

Gi^, I'm as good as my word you fee, madam ; I've 
brought yon off; I have been oblig'd to you, and have 
return'd yon your favoUr : but you mud own, madam, 
mine carries fomething the better air along with it> be* 
canfel generoufly defign'd it for your ladyOiip. 

L. Mai. What flialfl fay ? What can I fay ? 

Gay, I won't upbraid you, madam, you have done me 
the fecond good turn you had in your power to beftow : 
and iince 'twas impoffible to have you to myfelF, it goes 
a great way in my cure, to know that any fool may en- 
gage yon^br the time. 

i 
Enter I. Trickitt, Z. Sufan, Maria^ and Garbifli. 

L. Mai. O very fortunate I and kind in you, and all 
the good company : how came I by this favour ? 
Mar. Why, truly, madam, being up at cards at lady 
Vol. IL I . Triciitt\ 
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Trickit/*3, over the way, we cou'd not refift the teoipta* 
tion of the fiddles. 

I. Sa. Bitt camfi in our maiks^. £>r feax we (hott^diot 
be welcome. 

L. MaL Sp neiir.a.ntlatiQA c^n't.dobbt that, madam. 

^/> Sym, Lad tea, I efiecm myfifclf verf lackily We* for 
the entertainment of fo much good company t I have 
fome gentlemen in my confdrty whom I can prevail upoa 
to treat you in their way mrith a.fong on a dance. 

A SONG written by Mri Congrt^at^ fet 6y Mr. Pur* 
cillt and lung by Mrs. J^iff, 

I- 

n^E LL mi»o mM'i I am dtc$iv^d% 

That QWatUfalfe aui ctuamui i 
Bj heaven, I all along' belu^^d 

Ski *u>^jt o. vtty «weman : . . 

^Asjuth I li^d^ as.f»ch canfs^d^ 
Sbe^,ftilJ' Tv« c^ficmU ^sn piffkfi^d % 
Sbe cou^d do more for no man* . 

11- 
But oh I her thoughti otk olbtrs ran \ 

And tkatyon thinkt a bard tking.: 
Birha^tjht fancy dycu the man \- 

IVby 'what care I onefarthingm ^ 
•You think jbe^'sfalfei Vrnfure /he't kind: 
I'll take her hody^ you her mindi 

Who bus the better bargain f 

Graag. Dear madam» I beg you a thonfaad pacdooa* 

L. Su. O JeAi ! for what, Mr. Grat^ert ^. 

Grang. 'Till you puU'd oiFyour mafk, I topkyou fof 
a fcandalott» creatui^ f met in St. "Jamei't Park laft night, 
ftle Wi»« diefi^'d foJiklB yoi». . • . . ; . 

1. Su. TlMt lady was n^^ill fricmd^yonn^ 1 aflusd 
yott». 

Qravg. You have no caufe to fpeak well of her^ for 
6 ihe 
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Ihe tvould ha' made me bdlieve you were as bad as her* 

feif .Po^ on her, how ihe haunts me-— {G*///r«i»f Jher,] 

What has lady Su/a4iaMy Sir Sympbonj^ you don't make 
yoor court to her } 

L, Sa. I find he ddes not think it for his reputation, 
to marry a wooian that would meet him in private. IM 
mention it no farther. 

«SV> Sjm, May J prefume, madam, that this opportu^ 
nsty may be more favourable to my hopes > ■ « 

Z. Stt, Lord, iir, I know nothing of an opportunity % 
pray be quiet, you woakl not talk of an opportunity be* 
fore people, wovld you ? why I never faw the like of 
you ■ ■ ■ [Lea'ves him* 

Sir Sym. She always ufes me ill before company. 

Z. Trie, Was it fine walking laft night, Mr. Grander ? 
Was there good company at Ro/amondh Pond ? 

Grang. I did not fee your lady (hip there. 

Z, Trie. Me ! &t^ ^Le^ a married woman there, Mr. 
Granger / 

Grang. What, you were more houfewifely employed I 
[Garnifh htars tvhat pajji$ between Trickitl and 

Granger. 

Z. Trie. More to my mind a great deaf. 

Grang, In private, madam ? 

Z. Trie. In laughing at you. Lord ! Mr. Granger^ I 
thought you had been off the vanity of thinking women 
in love with you : 'tis paft time a day for you to fend 
love-letters about the neighbourhood, to corrupt the civil 
families : how had you the confcience to think a woman 
would have any bufinefs with you, but to laugh at you ? 
I vow I thought you had been wifer. 

Grang, Faith I thought fo myfelf, madam. 

Z. Trie. And why would you put yourfelf into any 
woman's power to difappoint you ? I thought the young 
fellows only, the beaux of a year's (landing in the fide- 
box, could be difappointed ; who, by the extraordinary 
opinion of themfelves, from their firft fummons, imagine 
it impoflible for any woman to Hay away from 'em. But 
you arefatisfi:ed at lall, I fee. 

1 2 Grang* 
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Grang. Indeed I am, that I was always in the wr€m|^t 
when I had the leaft good opinion of you. I was m 
hopes of having it in my power to ufe you as you de- 
ferve (which you fhould have been fure of;) but iince 
you have gone before ine in this, I promife you, you ihall 
never gee the better of me in any other buiinefs, as long 
as I know you : and till you are older, I can't like you 
worfe than I do. [Going from ber. 

JGarn. You have convinced and obliged me % and I 
thank you for the fatisfadtion, 

L, Trie* Pray thank me when you are oblig'd, Mr* 
Garnijh ; I have done nothing to convince you : 'twas ne- 
ceiTary to clear myfelf, and I have done it without a re- 
gard to your jealous thoughts upon the matter. 

Garn, I promife you» I'll ne'er be jealous more. 

Z. Trie. Then here I promife you, rU never giveyon 
ciaufe to be jealous. 

Enitr Ld, Maleperty ^/>RufF» and Bullies f in ma/qti erode. 

Grang. Who have we here ? 

Ld. Mai, The ladies (hall know us if they pleafe. 

Sir Rvff, We're men for their turn ; fons of darknefs, 
and lit for the buiinefs of the night. 

Gay, To beat up a bawdy- houfe, you fcoundrels. How 
came you here ? 

\Tbtj draw upon the mafqueraden^ drive them off^ 

and return. 

Ld, MaL Why, don't you know us? you're the flrang- 
eft people in the world ! murder a man -in his own 
ho ufe ! 

^/> Sym, I'm for defending the ladies. 

Grang, How could 'il thou be fo barbarous to the cuck- 
old of thy bofoni to frighten him fo terribly ? 

Gaj, He began to be troublefome ; beddes, I have at 
prefent a quarrel to the family. 

{Goes to Wifliwell and Lady Malepert. 

L.Su, I hope you are not hurt, Mr. Granger ^ \ would 
not for the world, I vow now, have fuch a thing happen 
ih my company : what will the world fay \ 

Grang. Why e'en nothing ac all : the world doe^not 
cai« if we were hang'd, I aiTure you. Gay. 
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■ Gay. This ring, madam, I vak'd only as an evi- 
dence of my good fortune, which, £nce the cafe is fo 
plain, I return to your ladylhip again. [TV laJy Male- 
pert.] I don't obferve chat dearnefs between you and 
Mrs. fVt/hwillt that ns*d to be $ don't let me make a 
breach in that friendihip which may be fo ferviceable to 
you both : yoo're both in a mifla^e, neither has betray'd 
t'other: indeed Sir ^^^made me his confidant, and qua- 
lify'd me for the welcome I have found. Mrs. WiJhvatlU 
now I'm fnre you'll be my friend, fince you know 1 have 
it in my power to be your enemy. And for you, ma- 
dam, I am oblig'd to juflify you to every body but my- 
ftlf. \Lea'ves *em and gats to Maria, 

Z. Mah 'Tis more than I deferve. O, I mod hate 
you, you have undone me with the only man 1 ever 
lov'd or ihall ■ ■ [f urns from her, 

Wijh^ Then I am fure to keep her in m"^ own power. 

Enttr Lord Malepert in bis own eUaibs* 

Ld. Mai. Lord ! this is the o'ddeft thing in the, world, 
torn a man out of his own doors for coming to divert 
you : 'twas as much as I could do, I vow now» (o per- 
fuade the footman to let me in again. 

Gay. Why, were you one of 'em, my lord ? 

Ld. MaL One of 'em, yes I think 1 was. 

Grang., Who would ha' thought you kept foch com<- 
pany ? 

Garn. We did not know yon, my lord. 

Ld. Mah Sir Rmff^ I aflure you, takes it bloody ill of 
you ; if it had not been in my houfe, he fwears he would 
have maul'd fome of you. I don't know but he may fend 
you a challenge. 

Grang. I hope hot (t, my lord. • 

Ld. MaL Nay, I'll make it up if I can. 

Gay. My lord, you come very feafonablyfor the clcar» 
ing of fome difficulties that have happen'd to-night^ in 
relation to your lady. 

L. MaL Lord ! what does he mean.? 

Gay. I would vindicate her virtue as much as I can, from 
uny tioreafonable fufplcions you may have of it upon my 

1 3 account ; 
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account ; and therefore decbfet in ilia piviwce of all 
tbxs good coaapany, that I have no deign upon any body 
in't but Uiis lady ; and here 1 ofiar to a»rry her. 

[r6 Mafia. 
L. Mai, Nay then be doe^ revaiige himCelf indeed-^ 

Gaj. What fay you, madam ? 

L. Mai, Why, nothing, nothing in the world ; poor 
rogue ! filence gives confent all ti^e town over. 

Gay. Madam, your ladyihip's intereft would go a great 
way in perfuading her, [Ta L. Mai. 

Ld.MaL Nay, my wife will be iat it, Tm fare. 

L, MaL Mr. Cayman, yon may be fure of me ■■&> 
perfuade her againititif I could. Would I might never 
fee his face ap^ain. [4^« 

Ltl, Mai. Well, we ihall live fo pure and merry aton« 
avovber's houfes ; would you were all married* gentle- 
men ; there's no making a friend throughly Welcome* I 
can tell you, without having a wife of one's own to re* 
ceive them. 

L, Su. O law ! Mr. Grangtrt what ifjott and I ih9i4d 
make it the double marriage? [7# Granger* who 

Grang. 'Tis an old play* nudam* and wUl never take. 

L, Su. The devil Uke him, I don't know whaft to 
make of him* IShidppliis btrfilfto Sir Symphony.* 

L, MaL I know your thoughts* Maria. 

Gay* Come, madam, give sttey0ur hand. 

Man Well, £r, you mt^y repent this raftnefs. 

[Gi^is bit band. 

Gay^ I may repent of fome things that are.pa0t bat I 
can never do any thing with you to repent of. 

L, MaL How the tyrant triumphs I [A/iJe. 

Sir Sym, Yoa fee, madam, how happy yoa might make 
^onr htunble fervant. 

L. Su. O law: I fir 1 you don^t think fb. 

LJ. MaL Hey day 1 here's my aunt upon the frick of 
preferment too : Sir S^fhty and ihe are agreeing to go 
eo bed together. 

^.Sm. 
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t» Su. Wdl, iS it liiaft be To-— -^ 

[Gives Sir Symphony btrhand* 
Li, MaU Ay, ay, uncle Symphony ^ wifh you joy of my 

aont Sufau. 
SirSjm. Yon Ao me the greateft honour in the world, 

madasi. 

Entir SiaDs. 

LJ. Mai. Gad fb ! here^s Siam too ; the more the mer- 
rier; we fliall want company to dance ajt all thefe wed- 
dings : you fliall be my partner, Siam. 

Siam. Wou'd X were unmarried, upon the condition I 
never dancM at a wedding again. 

£. MaL "What's the matter now, Siam f 

Siam* Why the captain has been drankening with my 
]ord all night, and coming home in one of his damn'd 
old hamoars, has beaten me black and blue, and tumM 
me out of doors. 

Enter Captain* 

Gi^. How*s this, captain ? 

L^ Trie J and all. We'll poll the old rogue to pieces \ 
beat his wife ! 

Capt. Why D$lly^ Dollys you fhould bear with the fail- 
ings of your lord and mafter— 

Siim. I do bear with your failings, you know I do, 
you old fumbling fool you. 

Capt. And not betray the fecrets of my dukedom, the 
myfieries of our bed and board, Z>0/^. 

Siam. V\\ be plagu'd with you no longer : I'll give yoa 
a feparate maintenance, and be rid of you. 

Capt. I'll come in for my thirds, Dollys that you know 
the law will allow me : but let's fee your feparate main- 
tenance : I marry'd you only to maintain me ; who mar« 
Ties an old woman for any thing elfe? and if 1 can make 
you maintain me, d'ye fee, 1 don't much care whether 
I'm marry'd to you or no : but I know your grievance; 
you would have me begin to propagate, like a patriarchy 
at thffeefcore, and try to do good in my generation : but 
who the devil can do good upon you ? you are paft it as 

1 4 well 
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well as T ; and fo faith let's have a dance, and agree lipon 
parting in the morning. 

A D A N C E. 

Gay, Well, Grander, you arc llill tp continue a b^he- 
lor it feems. 

Grang. Why, faith, iir, 'tis as much as a man can do 
to fecore a reputation in his own keeping; he need, not 
venture it in a woman's, efpecially when (he flakes fo 
little againd it : for in mifcarriages of marriage, we fa- 
vour ftill the weaker fex's faults : 
So when the wife's abus d, or hufband homM, 
The woman's pity'd^ but the cuckold fcornM. 



E P I. 
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Spoken by Mrs. Bracbgirdlb^ 



SEE tbi iffiSs ofapoor maid^s loft prafr^ 
Dri^^n ty mtrt mutant rfbujbandto dtfpairm. 
Andy ladUst im a barren age as ibis is, 
*Tis bard for all of us to ba*ve our ivijbes. 
Sbe, for a time pretended to a nvit ; 
And yet jou fee ber projeH 'would not bit t. 
Let bir example teacbyouy tbere^s no urging^ 
Tbtfefparks, to take an antiquated virgin : 
Tbey fear tbe grooming cares of marrfd li*veSf. 
And venture only on their neigbbours nuivesm 
Be nuife in time ; fet not too great a- value 
On your fine fehves, andftillftund^Jball /, fball If 
For nubile tbe dreams ofcoacb and fix deceive you, 
Tbi boneft *fqmre^ defpis^d, may cbance to leave yw : 
And vtben pomr maids otm: driven to petition^ 
Wefeldomfind tbey better tbeir condition : 
let thus witbfome of you it daily bappens ; 
Tou hfe tbe beaft, in bopet to get tbe trapptngs: 
Toufcorn tofioop below a top gallant ; 
And all frit end to ride tbe elepbant : 
As if you bad forgot tbi tbingyou want: 
Tbe^ each loft bour you pafs a fiery trialy. 
And ne*tr refufe tvitbout a felf "denial. 
Led hy tbe cuftom of tbefex^youftrive 
To blind tbi world, nvbile you yourjelves deceivit 
Tou may pretend a nice indifference ; 
But truib muftftill be trutb, nubile fenfe isfenfe t. 
Dijguifeyour inclinations as you can ; 
Tet every nwrnan's bufinefs is a man*. 
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SOMERSHAM-PLACE. 



S I R, 

I Have fo many obligations upon me, that to bring 
in a fair account of my debts, is all that lies in the 
prefent power of my honefty : in the firft place, I 
thankfully confefs myfelf indebted to the good-na- 
ture of the town in general ; then, in the deepeft 
fenfe of my gratitude, I acknowledge the indulgence 
and patronage of particular men of quality, who 
were all moft ipduftrious and contriving for the for- 
tune of this play; to make it confiderable to the world 
in its reputation, and to me in the profit of the 
third day. I think it becomes every man's charaAer 
to be pleafed with pleafing others ; and I know, that 
to be pleafed, is full as much as I ought to be, upcni 
the fucceft of any thing that I can attempt in this 

kind} 
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kind } my poetry will never run away with me ; but ' 
the good fortune of finding fo many honourable pa- 
tronsi I muft confefs, has tranfported me ; and if I 
am a little vain noW) it is from their good opinion 
of me, and not from what I think of myfelf. I took 
'Ibe.'lunt i>f thrtragleal:partj0f tids qday frata a ntncl 
of Mrs. Bebn'Sf called Tbi Fair Fow-bnaiir 5 you 
will forgive me for calling it a hint^ when you find 
I have little more than borrowed the queftion, how 
far fuch a diftrefs was to be carried,, upon the mis* 
fortune of a woman's having innocently two hufbands 
at the fame time ? I have given you a little tafte of 
comedy wkh4t, oet^om. my cmwi ofSniwn, J>ut the 
prefent humour of the town : I never contend that» 
becaufe 1 think every reafonable man will, and ought 
to govern in the pleafures he pays for. I had no oc- 
cafion for the comedy, but in the three firft a£):s» 
which Mrs. BracegirdU particularly diverted,-i}y the 
famity 9Ad gaiety of ihora&ion.} and ihougji 1 ^m^ 
ian4 9f comii)g to the feciotts .paftt, I .Ihould hare 
fbeea V£fy w^U pieced (^f ;it j^d be«a :poi&bie t& 
have wov«a bar into thdt intBrdd) to b$ive h^ hor 
^company ito the end of viy journey* I coi|ld n^ if 
wouM) conceal what I omc Mrs. Bmry ; and I (hould 
defpair of evar being able to pay her^ if I did not 
imagine that I hav« been a^litileaGceflary to the graat 
applaufp ^hat evei^y body ^vfes iher, in &yiag ibe 
out-pla}is hecfeU rif fhe does that, I dunk'wedXMr 
n}l'^nie^nev6rto^i(pe^,..oc.derir0;8niy;a6>ciP t» |f> 
biyo^d Oiat (rommend^tion. I «M<k (he iflaydor hor 
e^, aadher paft;hfl# ^^ 4<hc.|4^ feir me^ it wa» 
n<b«2pl€fs in&jwc in tb^; annsof 'tfac t&tliei:^ bnt hm 
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grown under her care ; I ^ave it juft motion enoogfa id 
crawl irtto tht world, bi^t by her power and fpirh of 
playing, (he has breathed a foul into it, that may keep 
it dive. 1 hope I have,' in fome mcsffure, difcharged 
myfclf to the public ; but for fear of the worft, fir, I 
have brought you for my fecurity, becaufe I always 
found you in nature inclining to be refponfible for 
your friends : you have allowed iiiie <diat title, and 
I thank you for it ; but I value myfelf upon your be- 
ing as heartily difpofed to give it, as I was defirous 
to receive it* Icamtotibut remember fome paflages* 
that would become your character, and this dedica- 
tion of my friendfhip to you ; but I muft be filent ; 
and it is the hard part of your favours, that you will 
not allow them to be acknowledged ; I can never 
fpeajs enough to my obligation, and never little c- 
nough to your' modefly j when I would be grateful, 
I {hall be troublefome i and I know you too well, to 
think you will be plcafed with what I can publicly 
fay of you. Every man who knows you, will think 
I fiy very liule i and ihcy who are to know you, will 
find I have faid nothing. You ire rifing upon the 
world, and every creature is the better for you that is 
near you ; and as Juvenal fays of his emperor, SaU 7* 

MaUriamque tlbi vijlra indulgentia quariti 

I may Ijpeak of your virtues, and good qualities^ 
though you will not allow me to be a wit- 
neis to the world of the frequent occafions 
you have found out to employ them. If gene-* 
rofity with friendfliip, learning with found fenfe, 
ttw wit^ and humouT) with goodnature, beacconn 
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pliflunenta to qualify a gentkmaa for a p^ron», I ajoi 
fure I have lit right in Mr. Hammond. I have rea- 
fon to think I have made you my friend ; and 
you (hall have reafop to believe that you have fecured 
me to be> 



Your humble fervant^. 



T. SOUTHERNS. 
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PROLOGUE: 

Spoken by Mrs* Bracbgirdlb. 

WHE N onci a pott fettles an ill name^ 
Let him nnrite weli^ or ill, Uis all the fame : 
For critics npwa-dajSf lii^Jkcis cffiteep, 
jtllfolloiVf nnbem thefirfi has maJe the leap. 
And, dojoujttftice, mtft are *well inclii^d 
Ttf cettfure faults yen ittoiv not hew tefind: 
Some ca*vil at tbejljle, and feme the a3ors ; 
For, right or ivrong, tve pafsfor malefaQers. 
Same welUSred perfons carp at the decorum^ 
As if they here the drawimg-reom before \m. 
Semetisnesj$Mrfoft refpiOfid fpark difcenfertf 
^nr Uebes are tee ceminf to their lowers ; 
Fer they who ftill pnrfui, hut n^er enjoy. 
In ev^ry cafe expeS a foge efTtoy. 
There ewe feme ethers to$ who offer battle, 
AMdwth their time atsd place, manl Ariflotle* 
JJkvtfhai theymeasst emd^ afier feme grimace, 
They tell yen, tnneMs the ti/ne; and for the place. 
The checehie'homfe, at the loeiing-glafs. 
Tepleafefuch judges, fimi have tir*d their brains. 
And aimeft had their labour fer their pains : 
After a twelvemonth vainly /pent in plotting, 
Thefe mettled critics cry *tis good for nothing : 
Bat wijer ewthers turn their plots upon you* 
And plot tepurpofe when they get your money. 
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Fred. O9 you moft expeft to be difinherited twice or 
thrice, to try your obedience, before you're the better 
for him* * But it happens unluckily at this time : what 
will become of the ladies ? 

Fah. 'Tis that troubles me : to be tornM out of doors, 
when I had honeflly undertaken the making my mother^ 
in-law's and filler's fortune, as well as my own. I have 
promoted the defign as far as I could ; I hope you and 
Carlos will carry it on. There's a letter from my filler 
[Gives him a lei/ir] to defire your afGftance: I think (he 
wants nothing but an opportunity of running away with 
you. 

FnJ. That I have fettled in a letter to her. [Feeling 
fer bis Utter\ I have contriv'd her efcape, but how to 
fend it now 

Ja^. That, fir, I think, falls under my employment : 
let me alone for the letter. 

Fah. There's an old gentleman coming this way will 
certainly deliver it. 

Ja^, Gad, and fo he (hall: 'tis very well thought 
upon : fir, your mod humble fervant. The letter, the 
letter, fir ; \Te Frederick.] I'll do your bufinefs, I war- 
rant you. 

Fred. I have left it unfortunately behind me vpQn my 
table s Jaquelintf make hade and bring it me. 

[ Jaqueline runs eutm 

Fat. I have it in my head to be reveng'd of this old 
felldw: run away with my filler, be fure, whatever you 
you do : rely upon the old man's confcience to give her 
a portion : ^all that I can do for you— —is to pray (tho* 
I think there will be no great need of my prayers) that 
he will neycrgivcyou a (hilling- {Afide.lCarlos, J fuppofe, 
knows how to behave himfelf between a handfome young 
ladyj my mother-in-law, and a coxcombly old fellow, my 
father. When we are all in rebellion, a general pardon 
puft follow. \Bxit. 

Fernando enttrs to Frederick. 
Fern. Sare -I faw juft now a glimpfe of ntf rakely 
fi>n fiioot t^ the corner there: hark you, frtend, was not 
one Fabian with you before I canxt I Bred* 
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fnJ, Yoar ion Fabian^ iir? he was here but j oft now. 

Fern. My Ton I hum ! he may be your Ton, if yon 
like him ; for 1 difown him. 

Fred. Ay, fo I hear indeed : 'tis a thoufand pities, a 
pretty gentleman, as he is 

Fern. A pretty gentleman \ yes, truly, he's a vtry 
pretty gentleman : when you can find nothing that a 
coxcomb is good for, but to fpend money, you cry, he's 
a pretty gentleman. What, I Aippofe you were with 
him.laft night, a ferenading (as you pretty gentlemen 
call it;) but in my language, 'tis catterwawling ; good 
for ncthin? but to diHurb a civil neighbourhood, waken 
our wives into wicked wtflies, and put 'em in mind of 
younger fellows than their hufbands. 

Frtd, You miftake me, fir » ■■ 

Fern. I don't know whether I miftake yon : but I'm 
fure, among other his enormities of laft nighc, had not 
a lefs rafcal of the company interpos'd, that Fabian yon 
fpeak of would have carry'd me bodily away with him» 
in the cafe of a bafe-viol. 

Fred. Nay, then he is to blame indeed. 

Fern. To blame, do you call it! 

Fred. I hope I (hall make you a beuer fon, fir, if yon 
pleafe to accept of me : I have made my applications to 
yon a great while. 

Fern. Hold, hold, fir ; I have plague enough with thofe 
children I have already ; I want no more, 1 thank yoa« 
What, I warrant you, you'll fay I have a handforoe 
daughter ; why, very well : and every body will fay I 
have a handfome wife. 

Fred, 'Yes, indeed dr^ every body muft fay your wife 
is a vtry fine lady. » 

fern. O, muft they fo? why how do I know then» 
that you han't as great a mind to my wife, as you have 
to my daughter ? yon look as if you would rather help to 
bring fome more children into my family, than take any 
out of it : but I fiiall watch you for fpoiling my wife's 
ihape, I promife you. 'Tis \tty hard upon marry'd 
^joun^ that's the tfuth^on't: 'tis a fin, ^nd a^ihame, 
there fhonl4 be fo many ways of making a cudpold ; 

/when 
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when theve are fa fow^ or none to pbrcvent iti Now are 
on going to pat in a long anfwer to every particular, 
ut 1 (hall fave you the trouble. [Cp/>^* 

FrsJ^ Sir» I (han't think it a trotible^i.^^ 

Fern. To make me a cuckold ? no, no, I believe. 

Fri4i. You won't underftand me. 

/*<r«* I do underdand you. 

FreJ. Then« iir, I leave the bafineff entirely to your 
prudence to manage aocarding to yoor difcretioRv 

Firm. Is the devil in the fellow f becaufe I underftand 
that he has a dciign upon my wife, he fays, he leaves me to 
manage it according to my difcretion. Why perhaps you 
cxpeS I (hottld pimp for yon : are not yoa a very impa- 
dent fellow? or is this your way of proceeding with the 
hufband ? from this time forward you fhall not S) much as 
iee my wife through a double-barred window; andtopot 
you out of all other hopes, I will marry my daughter very 
Ihortly to a friend of my own that will deferve her, [Giing. 
. Frtd. Will you refolvc without hearing me? 

Jaqueline enters to Urn. 

Fern* Refolve! why I do refolve to have nothing to 
fay to you.; to you, nor your rogue there, that follows 
you. Odd ! that fellow looks very fufpicioudy. 

Jaq. Sir, (ir, fay your pleafure of my mader, or to 
my mailer ; but don't difparage my countenance ; whdc 
hove you to fay to my face ? 

Fern, Why, I don't like it. 

Jaq. Nay, nay, if that be all— *^ 

Fern* But that is not all ; I fay moreover that you muft 
be a very impudent fellow, that can keep fucK a face in 
countenance. ' 

Jaq, Sir, I would have you to knew, what it feems 
yo« are ignorant of, that whatever you take me to be, 
fir, I am a gentleman, (ir. 

Fern* Nay, keep your diftance, friend, however. A 
gentleman, fay you ! like enough: take a pick- pocket 
into cuftody, and upon the firft qaeftion of bis roguery, 
he (hall anfwer, I'm a gentleman. Yon never hearof a 
felk)w t« be lMiig'd> tho^ fot ilealifig a clean (hirt, but 

he't 
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Wy a gf&tleman i and iooha g«otleman I could aHovtr 
you to be^ if you were going to the gallows. 

[Fernando going. 
Jaq. What the devil' fliaH I do with my letter? fir, 
fir, under ycm favour one word ; I beg yonr pardon, 
fir ; if my mailer has faid any thing to dtfoblige yon ■■■- 
lord, fir,, you lovers have bad memories — — \To 
Fredericks] My mai^r has forgot his main bafinefs 
with you,, fir [9^ Feirnondo#] Yon h&ve forgot the mo- 
ney* ycna caoie. about, ik, [7'# Frederick. 
Fern^^yiQVLCfj friend ! if you come about money, I 
can^hqar you. 

Fnd. What money do'ft talk of? I want no money. 
Jaq^ Rray, fkr^ pard^ roe? I am your fteward, and 
know your wants; you do want— ^and I want — ^ 
\Bbd^jas ike leutr% and makes Jigns^l Pox on him, he won't 
apprehemd me* ' 

Fnd. There's fomething to be done with that letter : I 
don't uoderilmid him, but I'll givtinto^t if Ican<»[y^/« 
piling u Fernando.] I was loth to difcoVer it, bat th^ 
beft eilates may want money fometimes : you fhall have 
what focurrty-— "^ 

[Jaqueline pins a Utter to Fernando's <6ai hehintl. 
Fern. 1 am for a mortgage, or nothing—^ — what a pox 
do you mean, gathering about me fo ? Have you a de« 
figifc upoii.my perfoHi? 

Fred, Fie, fie, fir; well, you minded what I faid ? 
Fern. Minded whafyou faid! I thank you, I had more 
occaAan to mind what you did ; for ought I know I may 
be robb'd— — • [Fernando y^^rri^/ff^ his pockets.- 

Jaq^ Of yodtf dasghter^ in good time. [4/^^ 

Firn» My pockets may be pick'd. 
Jaq. Of a ihort pipe, and iron tobacco- box. 
Fetm*^ Very well, fir, this trick won't take. 
Jaq. Yes, but it will, fir. 

Ftrn* What then, yos defign'd to abufe* me, to make 
oie.yoar propeny, your go-l^ween ? ha? what (hall I 
do for you ? have you no commendation- token of your 
affedatioB, or fo, to my^wife, nor daughter? what, you 
baw a lettfff ; I kt<Kr» I Chtill ^r«aittiy defiverit. 

7^f- 
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, Jaq^ That will be kind, indeed, whea taj mafler feadi 
one along with you. 

Ftrn. At any time, at any time, 
\ Frtd. Vm glad I know the way. 

Fern, Of you can't mifs it by me: yon can't £od fuch 
another for that purpofe. 

Jaq, By my uoth, I think not, fir; ha, ha, ha. 

Fern. Do you laugh at your good fortune already } 

Jaq. I beg your pardon, fir, but I muft laugh. 

Fern, Do, do, try with the fiUy gentleman, your roaf* 
ter, whether y04i can laugh me :oot of nxy daughter, or 
no, . ' [Exit* 

Jaq. I think I have bid fair for*t. 

Frfd. 'Twas pretty well towards it, to make him carry 
the letter himfelf, .. 

Jaq. There's no danger of its mifcarrying ; the whole 
family is in a confpiracy againft him ; and whoever gets 
it, will deliver it to FiSoria^ 

Fnd. I know Fabian will do any thing that's mifchie* 
vous to affift me : go home, and defire him to ftay for 
me: behave yourfelf handfomely in this bufinefs, and voa 
(hall be a gentleman in earnefl. Who's here \ Vilureff 
and Carlos i here, here, Jaqmeline. {Wbi/fem 

' Enter Villeroy and Carlos. 

Car. This confbncy of yours will eftablifli an immor* 
tal reputation among the women. 

Vd. If it wou'd eftablifli me with IftAeUa-"''^ 

Car. Follow her, follow her; Troy town was won 
at laft. 

FiL I have follow'd her thefe feven years, and now 
but live in hopes. 

Car. But live in hopes ! why, hope is the ready road, 
the lover's baiting- place, and, for ought you know, but 
one ilage ihort cf the po/Teffion of your miftrefs. 

ViL But my hopes, I fear, are more of my own mak* 
ing thaji hers: and proceed rather from my wiflies, 
than any encouragement (he has giv'n me. 

Car. That I can't tell t the fex is ytty various : there 
are no certain meafures to be pr^fcrib'd,. or follow'd» 

im 
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in mikirtgodr approaches to the women. All that we 
have to do, I think, is to attempt Vm in the weakcH 
part } prefs 'em but hard, and they will all fall under the 
neceffity of a furrender at laft. That favour conies ac 
ptitt ; add fometimcs when we leaft expedl it, 

FiL I (hall be glad to find it fo. 

Car, You wfll find it fo. Every place iV to be taken, 
that is not to be reliev'd : (he mull comply. 

Ft I, I'm going t^rvHtt her. , 

Car, What int^xefi; a brother-in-law can have with 
her, depend upon. 

FiL I know your intereft, and I thank yoa. \Exiu 

Car. Be fure of me to help the marriage forward. 
Why fo, Frtd\irM^ am not I a very honeft fejlow, to en- 
deavour to provide a good hu(bandfor my elder brother's 
wJdow? 

Fred, A very kind relation indeed « you'il give your 
cotifent to the match, where you are to have the benefit 
of the bargHin. 

Car. Tho* I have taken care to root her out of our 
faitoily, Iwoii'd tranfplant her into VtlUrof% 

Tfid, That has a face of good nature; but it /quints 
with both eyes upon your own intereft. 
. Car, That trick I learn'd in the fchools> in your com* 
pany, when I was a younger brother, and defigned for 
the church. 

Fred, The church ia a very good fchool i there are 
wife men and' fools of every foundation : but there are 
le(rons for every learner; doftrioes for all difcipies, and 
calculated to all canacities, to tfariveor'ilarve by, as they 
are able to digeft **m. The church will teach its to rife 
in this world as well as in the Bext> if we have but 
grace to follow her example. 

Car. I think I have taken care to improve the prxncN 
pies I receivM from her. Whit did thvy turn me into a 
trade f ^r, but to thrive by the royftery ? and cheating is 
the myf!ery in all the profefljons I knpw of. 

Frtd, 1 have a great deal of news for you, about Fer» 
nando and his family; the wife and daughter are in dif-, 

VoL-ir. K trefs 
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Cur'<} th« maiti mauer ef Fiikr^ and I/ahitl^t J»liad» 
£r<8 to fall under your confidcratioa. . . t 

: C<7r. I'm fofQeihing bufy at prefent ; but I'll t^ke care 

SCENE Fernancfo'j hpu/e. 

Enttr Jalia ^7*4/ Vidoria. 

Jul. Here's your father behind us. 

Fid* I hope the old eves-dropper has not over heard ' 

' ' Evttr Fernando, nnitb tbi n^tt fUi^ti'to bh tear,' 

, F^r«. Who's that dare talk of lote i9 my^onfei it [ 
Ihall be treafon to mention it. 

~ Jtd* Your own jealous Airpicioi); hpre's nothwg of 
love in this houfe to be talk'd of. 
1 Fttn. My own jealous fufpicion I it may be fo; how*" 
j^rer^ I (ball take an occafion to fearch my houfe, from 
the garret to the cellar ; and if I do find any love in i(# 
pf-aay thing towards, to encourage it— —• . 

Fid* In the cellar, fir ! what Ihou'd yoo find there } 
cold meat, and fmail beer are no great provocatives i 
won't you allow us to eat and drinks father I 

Fern, To eat and drinks father ! thoa art alwayacram- 
miog, by thy good will i that jade's gut wou'd ruin a 
little fortune ; woo'd any, but 1, were obliged to provide 
for it. Let me fee, 1 don't know but> in my abfence, 
you may have let in fume rafcal or another, luid hid 
him - , 

Jul. Why don't you look under the table ? . . 

Fern. There's fometbing going forward againd me, I 
know, gentlewomen, by your always being together: 
eoroe, come, what's the contrivance ? let me know your 
defign, I'll tell you whether 'twill profper, or no. 

Jul. In ihoft huiband, I muft tell you, your jealonfy 
has quite tir'd me, and I can live no longer under your 
cyrannical government. 

FifM. 
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¥tfm^ Very wcH; wine 14 « tyraamcal government i 
ttui why, i pray ? becaufe it refufes yott (he pr^ilege (X 
making me a cuckold: a pretty privilege trtalylahd 
you will plead it as often yo« cai^ no doubt on*r ; but 
\.QsL^\ \yatch you. [ Vidloriaj^w/ ibiietitrk 

na Hey day] wbat merry company has my father 
been in ? 

Fern. Wliy; do you £nd n»e In fo merry an humour, 
mlftrefs? . ' 

Vi^^ Fn a humour to entertain us, I fee, fir. Some 
body has play'd the rogue with him. [JJideJ] Til try to 
f ead it — ^— ^ 

Fern, The fpirit of rebellion has been among you in 
my ab^i^ce,^ to pecfuade you to refid my lawful autho. 
rity; out whether that fpirit appear'd in the iimple 
ihapeofia letter only, or in the more lewd limbs of a 

lover, you know be ft • 

^ ?^' I know nothing. [Titmhgfrom him. 

Ftrn. Look you, wife, if there Is a neccflity for doing 
iti do it the cheapen way : your cxprefles, your letter- 
carriert, w'fll eoft money ; ah ! wouM I cou'd light upoa 
pne of thofe letter- carriers, I wou'd fo pay 'em. 

Fia^ *Tis ^iiredled to roe-** 1 had almofl fpoiPd all. 
- •" \Takes the Utter of. 

' Fem^ What is that wench doing behind me there ? no 
good I warrant her. 

*#%?. Nothti^g, fir, but fome fool or other has been 
chalking you upon the back. [Ruht him. 

: Fftn, 0\ *twas that rogue ,Fr*Vr/V*'s man : I felt hi ra 
iioleed fumbling about me when his mafter whifperM 
md : bot 1 (hall take an occafion to (cor€ him over the 
coxcomb, when I fee him again. 

Via. Did he fend it, father ? 

.Firn* Send what, dacrghterl wooM you have had him 
fent any thing f I cou'd do no more than offer my fer- 
irice ; he did not like the conveyance, I fuppofe ; and fo 
you art difappointed. 

. /75. Not 1 indeed, father, I'm not difappointed ; I 
have as itiuch as I expelled, 6r defir^d. 

Feru> Ai much as you eicpeded, or defiWl ♦ 
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ViSi. What have T to do with him ? 

Fern* Ah ! gvpfy ! you don't know what you have to 
do with him ? nor you don't defire to be inftrufted ? but 
if you are ignorant, heie's a woman of experience ; 
yeur mother can inform you, fhe has fomcthing to do 
.with him, if you han't. Get you gone to your feveral 
chambers, go. Til bring you news from your fellows ; 
rely upon me for your intelligence; 1*11 do your bufinefs, 
I warrant you. ' [TburJIs *im in before him* 

SCENE the Jlreet, 

Villeroy, nxith Ifabella and her little Sen. 

I/a. Why do you follow me ? you know, I am 
A bankrupt every way ; too far engag'd 
Ever to make return ; I own you'ave been 
More than a brother to me, been my fiiend ; 
And at a time, when friends are found no more ; 
A friend to my misfortunes, 

Fil. I muft be 
Always your friend. 

J/a, I have known, and found you 
Truly my friend ; and wou'd I cou'd be yours: 
But the unfortunate cannot be friends: 
I^ate watches the firll motion of the foul, 
To difappoint our wifhes ; if we pray 
For bleflings, they prove curfes in the. end. 
To ruin all about us. Pray be gone. 
Take warning, and be happy. 

FiL Happinefs I 
There's none for me, without you : riches, name. 
Health, fame, diiHndlion, place^ and quality. 
As. the incumbrances of groaning life,. 
To make it but more tedious, without you; 
What ferve the goods of fortune for; to raife 
My hopes, that you at lall will fhare 'em. with me. 
Long life iifclf, the univerfal prayer. 
And heav'n's reward of well- defer vers here, 
Wou'd prove a plague to me ; to fee you always. 

And 
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And never fee yoa mine i fiill to deHre^ 
And never to enjoy ! 

J/a, I inuft not hear yoUr 

Fil, Thus, at this awfuJ diftance, I have fervM 
A feven years bondage-— Do I call it bondage, 
When I can never wifh to be redeemM f 
N», let me rather linger out a life 
Of expectation, that you may be mine, 
Than be reftor'd to the indilference 
Of feeing you without this ple«fing pain. 
Tve loft myfelf, and never \voa*d be found* 
But in tkefe arms. 

I/a. O, I have heard all this ! 

—But muft no more the charmer is no mcrrc. 

My bury'd huiband rifes in the face 

Of my dear boy, and thides me for toy ftay : 

Can'ft thou forgive me, child i ' 

ChUii^ Why, have you done a fault f ybu cry as if yon. 
had : indeed now, I have done nothing to ofiend you-s 
but if ]FOu kifs me, and look fo very fad upon me, I ihall 
cry too. 

^a. My little angel, ho, you mud not cry ; 
Sorrow will Overtake thy tteps loo foon ; 
I (hou'd not haden it. 

Fil What can 1 fty ! 
The arguments that make againfl my hopes 
Prevail upon my heart, and fix me more ; 
Thofe pious tears you hourly throw away 
Upon the grave, have all their quick'ning charms^ 
And more engage my love, to make you mine. 
When yet a virgin, free, and indifpos'd, 
J lov'd, but faw you only with my eyes ; - 
I cou4d not reach the beauties of your foul t 
1 hive iince liv'd.in contemplation. 
And long experience of your growing goodnefs? 
What then was pafiion, is my judgment now^ , 
Thro* all the feveral changes of your life, 
Confirm'd, and fettled in adoring you. ^ 

Jja, Nay, then I muft be gone ; if you're my friend, 
Kj . If 
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Ifjroit. regard fry IkikinteAeftt . ' . 

No more of this ; you fee, 1 gxaut you all 

That friendihip will allow ; be ilUl n^y friend j 

Thai*» M I can receke, or have to give. 

Tm gf^iQg to my father : he needs not an excufc 

T56-ore*mc ill ; pray leave me to the trial. 

; Vtl. Vm only born to be what you woQ'd have me % 

The cfeat^ire of , your pcwer, and mufl obey, . • - 

In every thing obey you. Tarn going: ? 

But all good tottune go along with you. [BxiU 

. ifa, I fiial] need all your wiihes [Knotks* 

Lo k'd !. and f»ft I 

Where is the charity that as'd todapd, 

{o c)u-i fofefathera hofpitable days^ . •-w 

i^i great men's doors, ready for our waotty 

Like. tbe good angel of the family » . . 

Wich open arms taking the^ needy in, v 

^o feed and clothe, to comfort, and relieve ^<m ? 

Nottiev^n their gates are (but againil the poor. 

Ettfir S^mphn to hir. 

$am» Well, what's to dp now« I trow I you kfiodc M9i 
hpu^, af if you were invited ; and that's more than { 
year cf : but I can tell you, you may look twice about 
you |or A wek;om€ in a great man's family, before yoo 
and it; unlefs you bring i( along with you. 

J fa, I hope r bring oiy welcome along with. fne« . \% 
yonr lord at home ? 

Sam. My lord at home ? 

Ija, Count Bai^tM lives here fiill ? 

Sam^ Ay, ay, count SaUwttf does live here : and I am 
hip porter w but >^bai':s that to the purpofe, good wo< 
man* of my lord*3 being at home i if you had enqMir'4 
for MruComfiii, the houfe- keeper, or had the good /or- 
tu^e^to be acquainted with the butler, you might bive 
wbafeiyou cpfikt for s and I coo'd make you an anfwer.: 
bur for my lord'^ bfiieg at home to every, idie body than 
c«9«liiw /hr him-j-T^. . 
. la- Why,i/dori't yq^ kfkow me,, friend ? 

$am» 
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Sam. Net r» not I, xniflrefs ; I tauy have feen you bt* 
fere, Of To ; but fiien of employment mod forget thth 
acquaintances % tfpeciaUy fuch as we are never to be the 
better for. 

G ing t9 fout th^ Doorf NurfitMUr$f having ^vtrbeari himm 

Nk**fi. Han^fotfier word* would beoome you, and 
mend your manbersy Stimp/$it a do you know who yoit 
prate to } 

I/a. Vm glad you know me, Nurfe, 

Nurfi. Marry» fieav'n forbid, madam, thai I fhoal^ 
ever forget yoa, or my little Jewel— —[Ifabctla go€4 m 
yiiitb btr Child. '\ Nuw my bleding go along with yott 
wherever you go, or whatever you are about. Fid* 
Samp/on^ hoWfCtruli'il thou be fach a Saracen f A Tuwik 
would have been abetter Chriftian, than to have done'l^ 
barbaroufly by fo good a lady. 

Sam: Why look yoo, Ntfrfe, I know you of old 8 by 
your good will yoa would have a finger in every bodtea^ 
pir f but ^ark the end on't ; if I am called to account 
about ]t> I know what I have to fa v. 

Nur/i. Marry come up here I iay your pleafure, and 
fipare tsot. Refufe hid eldeft fon's widow, and poorthlld, 
At comfort of feeing him ! flie does not trouble him £6 
'Oiteik'< 
^ Sam. Nbt that I am againft it, Nurfe ; but we are but 
(ervants you know: we mnfl have no likings^ but our 
lard's; and muft do as we are ordered. 

Nu*/f. Nay, that's true, Sampfon. 

Sam, Befides, what I did was all for the bed : I have 
no ill will to the young lady, as a body may fay, opoil 
r^y own account; onrly that I hear'fbe it poor; and in- 
cteed, I naturally hate your decay 'd gentry : they cxpeft 
as much waiting upon as when t^ey had money in their 
pockets, and were able to coniider us for the'tfouble. 
' Nvrfe. Whyi that is a grievance, indttd, in great fa* 
roiiies'; where the g'tfa at good times are better thait th% 
#agcs :' it would do wellt^ be refottti'd.' -\ ^-^ 

Sami Bat what is the bufinefs, Nurfe ? yofr!iav€ been 

in the family, before ^ cumi^ into 'the wori^i what's 

K 4 the 
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the reafon, pray, that this daughter-in-laiv, who hss fa 

food a report in every body's mouth, is fo little fet b/^ 
y my lord ? 

Nur/e, Why, ril tell you, Samf/on ; more nor Icfs, 
Pjl tell the truth ; that's my way, you know, without 
adding or dioiinlihing. 

Sam, Ay, marry, Nurfe. 

Nur/e. My lord's eldtft Ton, Biron by name, the foji 
of his bofom, and the Ton that he would have lov'd beft, 
if he had as many as king Fjramus of Trcji» 

Sam. How I king Pyra-uus of Trej / why how many 
had he ? 

Nur/e. Vv^hy the ballad fings he had fifty Tons t but no 
matter for thatJ This Btrott, as I was faying, was a love- 
ly fweet gentleman, and indeed, nobody could blame his 
father for loving him : he wa^ a jfon for thtf' king of 
Spain, God blefs him ; fori was his Ntirfe. But now JL 
come to the point, Samffon\ i\iU Birm^ without aiking 
'the advice of his friends, band.%over bead, a5 young iJaq;! 
will have their vagaries, not having the fear of bis father 
before his eyes, as I may fay, wilfully marrjefi this J/ar 
beila, 

Sam. How wilfully ! be ihould have had her confeat, 
inethinks. 

Nurft. No, wilfully marries her j and, which was wprfe, 
after ihe had fettled all her^fqrt.une t^pon a nanoery, 
which fhe broke out of to run away with him. They fay 
they had the church's forgiveness, but J had rather it 
had been his father's. 

S^m. Why in gQod troth, thefe nunneries, I fef ^no 
good they do. I think the young lady was in the right 
to run away from a nunnery ; and I think our young 
mafler wa^ not in the wrong, but in marrying without a 
portion. 

Nur/e, That was the quarrel, 1 believe, Sampfon: up- 
on this, my old lord would never fee him ; diiinherited 
him ; took his younger brother Carlos into favour, whom 
he never car'd for before ; and at lall fore 'd Biron to go 
to the fjege of C^n^Jt where he was killM. 

Sam. A-lack-a-day, poor gentleman. 

Nur/e. 
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Nur/e. For which my old lord hates her, as if fRe^ad- 
l>een the caufe of his going thither. 

Sam. Alas, alas, poor lady, flic has fuffer'd for't : * flic 
has liv'd a great while a widows 

Nur/e* A great while indeed for a young- worn an », 
Bampfon, 

Sam, Gad foy here they come, I won't wnture to Be- 
feen. ' ' ' 

J^hter Count Baldwin, follonutd by Ifabella and btr Cbildm, 

C, Buld. Whoever of your friend* direded you, 
Mifguided, and abus'd you, there's your way 
J can afford to fliew you out again. 
What could you exped from me ? 

If'i, O, I have nothing to expeA on earth !. 
Butmifery is very apt to talk v. 
I thought I might be heard. 

C Bald. What can you fay V 
Is there in eloquence, can there be in word^ 
A recompenfing pow'r, a remedy,. 
A reparation <h the injuries. 
The great calamities, that you have brought 
On n»e, and mine } You have deftroy'd thofc hopes^ 
I fondly rais'd, through my declining life. 
To refl my age upon r and mod undone me*. 

Ifa, I have undone myfelf too. 

C. Bald, Speak again ;. 
Say Hill you are undone, and I will hear you ^ 
With' pleafure hear you. 

Ifa, Would my ruin pleafe you ?• 

C. Bald, Beyond atl other pleafures.. 

Ifa., Then you are pleas'd ^for I am moff undone; 

C. B\ild, i pray'd but for revenge, and Heav'n has 
heard. 
And fent it to my eddies : thefe gi^ hairs 
Would have gone down in for row to the grave. 
Which you have dog forme, without the thdught, 
TSe thought <ii leaving you more wretched here. 

Ifa, Indeed lam mod wretched— When Iloftl 
My hufljand— -«- 

K i, C. Bald. 
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C. j?«/i. WxmU hf^ bad n^ver boea } . 
Or never had been yooRi* 

/>. 1 then beHev'd 
The meafare of my forrovtf tliefi. wasi^ul^l : 
But every Dioin«iitx>f roy growing 6»ys- 
Klukes rcom for liocs, and adds 'em to tie fma. 
I loft with A^>«« ali the jays of ]:f« « . < 

Bbc jiow its lafl fupporxing means are gOD« : . 
AW the kind helps that Heav'n io pity rais'd» 
Jn charitable pity to Q»r wants, 
At lad have left us s now bereft of ali, 
'Bit Mm lad tcial of a cruel father. 
To fave us both from finkiog.- O my child f 
Kneel with me, knock at oatare ia bis heait :^ 
Let the refemblance of a once^Joy'd £211. . > 
Speak in this little one, who never wroog'd yoo^ 
And plead the fatherlcfs and widow's cade. * 
O, if you ever hope to beforgiven, . .. 

As you will Bired to be forgiven too,. . 
Forget our faults, that Heav'n may pard^ui yours. 

C. BaU, How dare you menxion Heav'ji 1. call to mind 
Your perjur'd vows;- yourpl'ghied, broken faith » 
To H<^a.v'n, and alJ thi«g« holy ; wetc yoa not 
Devoied, wedded to^a lite rcclufe^ 
The facred habit on ^ prdiril and fwofu 
A votary fcr ever f Can yoa think 
'The facrilegious wretch, that robs the finine, 
Is thunder iptooSl 

I/a, There, there began my woes* - 
Let women all take waraiogof my fate,. . 
Never refolve, or think they can be fafe 
Within the reach and tongues of tentftiirg mea«. 
O ! had I never feeii my ^/r»Vs face $ 
Had he not tempted me, I had notfall'iit 
But Hill comiif^^ inAOcent, and fret. 
Of a bad world, which only he hadpow^jc 
To recpircile, and nvake m« try again. 
' C. Ba!d. Vour own inconfiancy, your graoelefe thougkts 
Debauch'd and reconcil'd yo«i to the worki t 
He had no hand to bring yoa back again,. 

Bttt 
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Bat what you gave him* CirctfjUn prevaird' ) 
Upon his honeft mind, transforming him * - ■-. ^ 
From virtue, and himfelf, into what ihapes * \ 
You bad occafioil^ Ibr ; and what he did ' '' 

Was firft infpir*d by yoa. A cloyftcr.was v 
Too narrow for the work you had ift hand « ^ 
Your bufinefs was more general ; the wl ole^fVOrtf 
To be the fcene t therefore you fpread ydur charms 
To catch his (ou)^ to he the inflroment^ / 

The -wicked inftrument of your curfed flight* 
Not that you vaiuM him ; for any one, 
"Who could have ferv'd that torn,, had' been Xs w<dcoitie; 

I/a, O [ libave fins to Heav'n, but none to him*. 

C. BM: Had my wretched fon . 

Marry 'd a begja^'s baibrd ; taken h)et 
Out of her/ rags*, and made her of my blood ; 
The mischief m^ht have ceas'd, and ended theit« 
But bringing you into a family, 
Entails a cuffe upon the name, and Hoto6» 
That takes yaa in : the only part of me* 
•ftlhat did Teed ve you, peri&'d for bis crime :^ 
* r is a diefianoe col offended Meav'n, 
Barfly t^ pity yon : your irns' purfue you ;• 
The heaviefl: judgments that can fall upon yooi 
Are your jufl lot, and bat preparie your doom ;' 
Expert 'em, and defpair——iirrah, rogue, 
How durft-thoo^difobey me r [TV/iJ'iPflrt^.- 

I/a, Not for myfelf for I am paft the hopes 

Of being heard— -^-'biit fhr this- innocent ■ ■ ■ 
And then i never; will di^urbyoiu/ioopew 

C. BaU. I almoft pity the nnhappy child &*. 
But being >yoners«««« 

I/a, Look on hini' as* yovp Ton's •$ 
And let his part isr him aafwer f4Dr mtne« 
O fave, defend hkn, fave him from the wrongs^ 
That fall upoiithe po6n 

e. BuU. It toncbes me-*«*«^ 
(Aod{iwUiinne,hi»«— --*-Bttt to keep hiiifi f^^^^ 
Never comer lieai>hhn]iiafe« i i ..... .. .. ^ . , 
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I/a, Wkat! uk^ hUn from me ! 
No, we mud never p^rt; ^ds the lall hold 
Of comfort I have Iefc» and when he falls» 
All goes along with him : QI could yoo) be ^ 
The tyrant to divorce life from my life? 
I live but in my child. 
No, lei n^ prav in vain« and beg my breac) 
From door to door» to feed his daily wants. 
Rather than always lofe him. 

C. BaU, Then have your child» and feed him witb 
your prayer. 
You, rafcaU flave; what do I keep you for I 
How came this woman in ? 

Sam, Why indeed, my lord, I did as good as tell her 
before, my thoughts upon the matter* ■■ 

C. Bald. Did you fo^ fir ? new then tell her mine s 
Tell hex I fent you to her. \^Thrufii him t^Fmardt ^» 

There's one more to provide her. , . 

^am. Good my Lord, what, I did was in pejrfe^ obe- 
dience to the old Nurfe ther^ ^ I told l^er what it would 
come to, 

C. Bald, What 1 this was a plot upon me. Mumper^ 
you, were you io the confpiracy? be gOQe, go all togo* 
ther ; I have provided you an equipage, now kx up whett 
you pleafe. She^s old enough to do you fervice ; I have 
none for her. The wide world lies before you. ; be gooe, 
t^ke anyroad, but this, to bef jor darve in i I ihall be 
' to, hear i4 you '« but never (ee me more» 



ACT 
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A C T II. S CE N E I. 

'E»ur Villeroy anJ Carlos, 

Car,^ I'^HE part I aft in your intcrefty^ goe« agaioft 
X the grain of my good nature and coafcieace : 
but fince 'tis necefiary to your fervice, and will be toy 
lifter's advantage in the end. Pa better reconcil'd to 
It. 

ni. Myintereftl 

never think I can intend to raife 
An intereft from I/ab$lla*s wrongs. 
You father may have interefted ends» 

In her undoing ; but my^heart has none* ^ 

Her happinefs muft be my intereft. 
And that I would reftore. 

Car. Why fo I mean. 
Thefe hardfliips that my father lays upon her» 
I'm ferry for ; ai|d wMh I could prevent « 
But he will have his way. 

Since there was nothing to be hop'd from her profperi* 
ty, the change of her fortune may alter the condition of 
her thottghtsy and miklie at laft for you. 

FiL She is above her fortune. 

Car^ ^ty her again. Women commonly love accord* 
ing to the circumftances they are ia« 

ViL Common wonpen may. * 

Car* Since* you are not acceflary to the injuflice, yoa 
may be perfuaded to take the advantage of other peopie'f 
crimes. 

FiL I mud defpife all thofe advantages^ 
'That indireftly can advance my love. 
No, tho' I live but in the hopes of her» 
And languiih for th' enjoyment of thofe hopes ;. 
I'd rather pine in a coofuming want 
0f what I wiih, than have the bledtng mine. 
From any reafon, but confenting love. 

1 let me never have it to remember ; 

I couI4 
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I coiiM betray her, coldly to comply: 

When a clear, geoeroos choice -bellows faerOB me,^ 

] kDOw to value the uQequal'd gift : 

I would HOC have it» but to valife it« 

Car, Take yoor own way ; reraeinber» what I ofler*d 
^canis from a ft ieod. .. . « 

Vtl 1 undcrftand it fo. I»II fcrve h«r fori herfcif, 
lyithout the thought of a reward. \Exii, 

Car. Agtee that point bec«veen yoiL ifyou-orarry 
tier aoy way, yon do my bufinefs. 

^a/^r Frederick #«^ Jaquciiiie /^ ^/>»s 

FrgJ. Well, all goes welli I hope. . - 

Car. As 1 cou'd wiflik I can't ftay with you: I noil 
be near, ifoccafion be. to leod a helping hand : when 
tfata marriage is over, 1 defign to come' in for a fnack of 
J^grndndo^slzniiiy , [Bttf. 

Frrd. The more the merrier, his wife fay»» 1 h6pc to 
difpofc of the daughter Tuyfelf. 

Ja^^ Yob men of in trts^ tie are com oKmly looked upon 
tfa be the idle part of maiUctnd^ that have nothing to da?: 
now 1 am of a contrary opinion 

y^* Becanfe a^ right good whoreoNiiler ia never at the 
end of his bufinefs. 

Entir F^ian in a/rwV ifuiiu 

Fred How ! Fa ^//t« turned friar P 
Fa^. As you fee, Fredtrick\ you will a/|] c(>me to a ft- 
riolts fenfe of yoor-fitis- 'one rime' or isnOther^ as I have 
done. 1 have had a good father, and I have been an un- 
gracious boy to him; that's the troth on't. 'Therefore 
to make him what fatisfadlfon I can for my paft faults* 
1 have taken thi^ habit, with an intention to pny for 

kim i 

FrfJ* Why thou art not mad, Fahhnf 

Fah' «No# mad (rf** monaftefy, I aflbreyoa. Pam ne-t 

ver the nearer beiirg a faint, for putting on the habit tff 

'y^ktty !' the profeffion aad the pra^ice of it are two things 

Hitf th<K MtCQWi ai>d wife meQ diiling«iih *em into ieveral 

intciefts* 
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interefts. In fhort, I have told our honefl abbot the 
whole kidory of my father's jeaJoufy, covftoufnefs, aird 
hard-heartednefs to his wife tod children; he, good 
man, making it a point of confcience to. contribute as 
much as he can torn work of charity, has given me leave 
to put on this habit, for the carrying on the method of 
bis core* 

Fred. But what do yoo propofe by this ? <. 

Falu Why 9 I propofe that every body (hall be the bet« 
ter for it but my father. For,, upon the credit of this 
my reformation, believing, from my cloathing, that I 
fliall have no more occafion for the iranfitory things of 
this world, his pocket will plead ibrme> and the old fel- 

*loff tfake «iei«io favonr again. * 

" /rr<^. That^s fortething indeed. 

*' .Fah^ Then, in the firft place, if yon mifcarry to-ntght 
in your defign upon my (ifter, I Oiall be able to deliver »a 
letter, and bring it about another time* 
Fred, Very well. 

" Fab, Secondly, I intend to put the means honeftly in- 
to my mother's hands, to make my father a cuckold if flie 
plcafcs. 

Jaq. Thefe are very good reafons indeed, fir. 

• Fah. fieisdes thefe advantages to the public, I have a 

private reafon of my own, to be reveng'd upon the per- 

fon of the old gentleman. 1 muft not difcover too much 

of my contrivance, for fear of leiTening the pleafure in 

bringing it about 1 ihall have occafion of fome uitty 

Eogue, that can be mischievous, vvhen there's no dan* 

.gcr : I think that'a pretty near your charadler » Jafu$* 

Jaq. O, fir, yon do me too much honour^ 
. Fab. Can't you fpare him a little } 
' Fred, Not well to-night : 10 morrow*—— 

Fab, Will do my bufinefs. I have one part of my 
farce the friars will fcraple a little: Jaqmlim muft a^ 
shafts the wh<rfe fraternity are concern *d in my plot, I 
*a0ure you. 

Jaq. Vm glad to hear ^at, fir } I love a plot whei^e 
the ckrgy'a cii&ccra'd; ihey will alwaya be. fure of the 

benefit. 
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benefit, without the danger of the beatiog : I am mainly 
of iheir principles. 

Fab. I am ibmething in haile at prefent : 
To-morrow you fiiall know more. [Exfuntm 

SCENE, IfabelJa*/ Hou/e. 

Enter Ifabella and Nur/e, Ifabella'j liiiU Son at flay ufoH 
the floor. 

Ifa. Sooner or later all things pafs away. 
And are no more : the beggar and the king, 
. With equal Heps, tread forward to their end : 
Tho' they appear of different natures now; 
Not of the fame day's work of Providence ; 
They meet at laft; the reconciling grave 
Swallows diftindtion firft, that made us foes, 
Then ail alike li^ down in peace together. 
When will that hour of peace arrive for me ! 
In heav'n I (hall find it<— — not in heav'n, 
If my old tyrant father can difpofe 

Of things above but, there, his interefl 

May be as poor as mine, and want a friend 

As much as I do here. \JVifping. 

Nur/e, Good madam, be comforted. 

Jfa. Do I deferve to be this ootcaft wretch ? 
Abandon'd thus, and loft? But 'tis my k>t, 
The will of heav'n, and I muH not compiaia : 
I will not for myfelf : let mebearall 
The violence of your wrath ; but fpare my child : 
Let not my fins be vifited on him : 
They are ; they muU ; a general ruin falls 
On every thing about me ; thou art loft. 
Poor Nurfe, by being nearme. 

Nur/e. I can work, or beg, to do you ferrice* 

Jja. Coo'd I forget 
What I have been, I^igkt the better bear 
What I am dedin'd to : Tm not the firft 
That have been wretched : but to think how much 
I have been happier I-—— >wil4 buu'yiog vhoughtt 

Start 
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Start every way from my difira^led fotil» 
To fiod out hope, and only meet defpair. 
What anfwer have I ? 

£;?/^r Sampfont 
Sam, Why truly very little to the porpofe : Hke a Je^M 
as heisy he fays you have had more already than the jew- 
els are worth : he wifhes you wou'd rather chink of re- 
deeming 'em, than exped any more money upon ^em* 

I/a. *Ti8 vtry well—— [£*// Sampfoa. 

So ; poverty at home, and debts abroad! 
My prefent fortune bad ; my hopes yet worfe I 
What will become of me ! » 

This ring is all I've left of value now : 
'Twas given me by my huibaad ; his firft gift 
Upon our marriage : I have alwayi kept it^ 

^ with my beil care> thp treafure next my U& i 
And nowvbvt part with it to (upport lif^i 
Which only can he de^r^er. Take it aojrfe, 
'Twill Hop the cries Gif hunger for a time ; 
Provide us b/ead ; and briAgft iboart r^prievte^ 

*To put off the bad day of beggary. 
That will come on too (bgn. Take car« of it ; 
Manage it, as the laft remaining friend. 
That would relieve us. [ExitNur/eJ] Heav'n C4n onlf tell 
Where we ihall find another -■ My dear boy 1 
The labour of his birth was lighter to me 
Than of my fondnefs now ; my fears for him 
Are more, than in that hour of hovering death. 

They cou'd be for myfelf He minds me not. 

His little (ports have taken up bis thoughts : 
O may they never feel the pangs of mine. 
Thinking will make me^mad; why muH I think. 
When no thought brings me comfort ? 

Nurfe returns, 

Nur/4. O madam ! you are utterly ruiiiM» and undone, 
your creditors of all kinds are come in upon you ; they 
have mufter'd up a regiment of rogues, that are come to 

plunder 
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plonder your houfe, and feize apon all you have in t&c 
world, they are bek>w» what will you do, madam t 
J/a. Do ! nothing, no, for I am born to fuffl^r. 

Enter Carlos h hen « 

Cdr, O filler ! can I call you by that name, 
"And be the Ton of this inhuman man, 
Inveterate to your ruin ? Do not think 
I am ii-kin to his barbarity r 
•I mutt abhor roy father's ufage of you : 
And from my bleeding hontll heart, muft pity. 
Pity your loll condition. Can yon think 
Of any way that 1 may ferve you in ? 
But what enrages moll my fcnfc of grief. 
My forrow'fbr your wrongs, is, that my father, ^ 
Pore- knowing well the ftorm that was to fall, ^ 

Has order'd me not to appear for you* 

I/a. 1 thank your pity ; my poorhulband fell 
For difobeying him : do not yovftay 
To venture bis diff^eafure too for me. 

Car, You muft refo!v« on fomechiog— ^ [EmU 

I/a, Let my fate '^ 

Determine for me; I (hall be prepar'd* 
The word that can befall me, is to die : 
When once it comes to that, it matters not 
Which way 'tis brought about : whether I fhtrve, ' 
Or hang, or drown, the end is fiiU the fame; 
Plagues, poiibn, famine, are but feveral names / 

Of the fame thing, and all conclude in death. 
—But Aidden death ( O f or a fudden deasfa. 
To cheat my perfecotors of their hopes, 
Th' expelled pleafure of beholding me 
Long in my pains, lingVing in mifery. 
It will not be ; thit is deny'd me too. '* 

Hark, they are coming; let the (orient r«ar. 
It can but overwhelm me in its fall ; 
And life and death a^ e now alike to nte* 

{Exeunt, tki Nurje kadi^ tin Ohiki^ 

SCENE 
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SCENE sfmst m^Jhewf Carlos and Villetojr nuith thi 
OJicers. 

ViU No farther violence 

The debt in all is but foar thoufaQd crowns % 
Were it ten times the fum, I think yott know 
My fortune very well can anfwer it. 
You have my word for this : Til fee you paid. 

Off. That's as much as we can t^kttx fo w« luve-thfr 
money, no matter whence it comes. 

ViL To morrow you (hall have it. 

Car. Thus far airs well.— — 

Entif Ifabella, and Nur/i witJb tht Child. 

And now my filler eomes to crown the work. [Jfidk» 

Ifa. Where are thefe rav'jiiiig biood*hound8> that piir- 
fue 
In a full cry, gaping to fwallow me ? 
I meet yoar rage, and come to be devoured : 
Say, v?hich way are you to difpofe of me ? 
To doDgeonSy darknefs, death ! 

Cat. Have patience. 

Ifa. Patience ! ' 

6^ You'll excnfe y^t^ we are but in our office ; debts 
iDuit be paid. 

Ifa, My death will pay you all. [Diflraaedfy. 

Off, While there is law to be had, people will have 
their own. 

FiL 'Tis vfty fit they ftioald j but pray begone. 
To-morrow certainly^— — [Extunt Offcen. 

Ija, What of to-morrow ? 
Am r then the fport^ 

The game of fortune, and -her laughing fools ? 
The common fpe£taclc, to be e^pos'd 
From day to day, and baited for the mirth 
Of the lewd rabble i Maft I be referv'd 
Foa ftQQ^ affliaions i 

Fil, For long. happinefs 
QfJHfe^ F hppc. 
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Ifa. There is no hope for me. 
The load ^rows light, when we refolve to bear : 
I'm ready for my trial. 

Car. Pray becalm, 
And know your friends, 

Jja. My friends ! have \ a friend ? 

Car^ A faithful friend ; in yotir extreme^ need 
ViiUroy came in to fave you.— — 

lift. Save me ! how \ 

Car^ By fatisfyin^ all your creditors. 

Ifa. Which way ? for what ? 

ViL Let me be underftocd, 
An4 then condemn roe : you have giv'n mc leave 
To be your friend ; and in that only name, 
I now appear before you. 1 could wilh. 
There had been no occafion of a friend^ 
Becaufe I know you (by to be ob%'d ; 
And flili more loth to be obliged by me. 

Ifa. 'Twas that Iwould a^oi4<<*-«-*- \Jfid9\ 

ViL Fffl mod anhappy, fhat^y fciiricet 
Can be fufpeded to defign upon yoii ; 
1 have no farther ends th^n to redisem yon 
From fortune's wrongs ; to ihew myfelf at laft» 
What I have long profefs'd to be, your friend ; 
Allow me that 3 and to convi«ce yott more^ 
That 1 intend only yourinterel!. 
Forgive what I have done^ and in athends 
(If that can make you any that can pl«a& yon) 
ril tear myfelf for ever from my hopes ; 
Stifle this flaming paflton in my foul. 
That has fo long broke out to trouble you^ 
And mention my unlucky love no more. 

Jfa. This gencrofity will ruin me—— [Afidi^ 

ViU Nay, if the bieffingof my looking on you 
Didurbs your peace, I wiii do all I can 
To keep away, abd never fee you more. 

Car» You muft not go. 

Vtl. Could IJabella fpeak 
Thefe few jfhort words, I ihould be rooted here ; 
And never move but upon her commands^ 

. Car. 
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Car, Speak to him, fifter; do not throw away 
A fortune that invites you to be happy. 
In your extremity he begs your love ; 
And has defervM it nobly. Think upon 
Your loft condition, helplefs and alone* 
Tho' now you have a friend, the time mull come 
That you will want one ; him you may fecure 
To be a friend, a father, hulband to you, 

I/a. A hufband ! 

Car. You have difcharg'd your duty to the dead. 
And to the living ; 'tis a wilfulnefs 
Not to give way to your neceffities. 
That force you to this marriage. 

Nur/e, What mull become of this poor innocence ? 

[TotbtcbiU. 

Car, He wants a father to protect his youth. 
And rear him up to virtue. You mufl bear 
The future blame, and anfvver to the world. 
When you refufc the eafy honeft means 
Of taking care of him. 

Nur/t. Of him, and me. 
And every one, that mufl depend, upon you; 
Uolefs you pleafe now to provide for us,^ 
We mufl all perifh. 

Car^ Nor would I prefs you— 

J/a» Do not think I need 
Your reafons, to confirm my gratitude* 
I have a foul that's throughly fenfible, [Tq ViL 

Of your great worth, and bufy to contrive. 
If poflible, to make you a return, 

FiU O ! eafily polTible \ 

Ifa. It cannot be your way ; my pleafures arc 
Bary'd, and cold in tny dead hufband's grave. 
And I (hould wrong the truth, myfelf, and you. 
To fay that I can ever love a^ain. 
I owe this declaration to myfelT ; 
But as a proof that I owe all to you. 
If after what I've faid, you can refolve 

To think me worth your love where am I going ? ) 

You cannot think it ; 'tis impolTible. 
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VtL Impoflible I. 

If a. You (hould not a(k me now^ nor Aould I grant* 
I am To macb obligM, that to confent 
Wou'd want a name to recommend the gift. 
'Twould fhew me poor, indebted, anU compdl'd, 
Df (]gDin|;» mercenary ; and I know 
YoQ woold not wi(h to think I coald be boogkt« 

FiL Be bought ! where is the price that can pretend 
To bargain for yon ? Not in fortune's power* . . -. 

The joys of heav'n» and love, mart be beftow'ds 
They ^re not to be fold, and cannot be defcrvM. 

I/a, Some other time I'll hear yon on this fubjed. 

FiL Nay, then there is bo time fo fitfor nue^ 

Since you confent to hear me, hear me now^ . . , .: , , ^ 
T^ac you may grant : you are above ' 
The HttJe forms, which circumfcribeyour fex : 
We differ but in time» let that be mine. 

Ifm. You think fit 
To get the better of me, and yon (hall ; 
Since you will have itfo ■ I will be yonrs. 

Fil 1 uke you at your word. 

Ifa. I give you all, ►> 

My hand ; and would I had a heart to give : 
But if it ever can return again, 
'Tis wholly yours* 

FiL O extafy of joy I 
Leave that to roe. If all my fervices. 
If profperous days, and kind indulging nights* 
If all that man can fondly fay, or do. 
Can beget love, love (hall be born again. 
O Cerloj ! now ray friend, and brother too : 
And Nurfe, I have eternal thanks for thee. 
Send for the priefl— — \liurfi gHs in haft$% 

This night you muft be mine; 
Let me command in this, and all my life 
Shall be devoted to you. 

7/i. On your word 
Never to pre& me to put ofFthefe weeds, 

Whici 
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Which befl become my melancholy thoughts. 
You fhatl command me. 

yH. Witnefs hcav*n and earth 
Againft my foul, when 1 do any thing 
To give yo<i a difqaiet 

Car, I long to wifh yoi» joy. 

Ftl. Yott'H be a wimeA of my happinefs f • 

Car, For once Ml be my filler's father. 
And give her to yon, 

ni. Next my T/ahilU, 
Be near my heart ; 1 am for ever yours* [Exetmi* 

S C E N E //&« Streit befsrt Fernando's Hoti/e. 

Enttr Frederick and Jaqueline, luitb a dark-lanthornt and 
a laddtr tf ropes, 

Frtd, Well I this is the time, and that's the window. ; 

Jaq. And here is a ladder to pojc her in miad of her 
fortune. 

Fred. How's that, firrah ? ' , 

Jaq, Why, lord fir, if the gentlewoman be mad enoogh 
to run away from her father upon yoor account, (he'U 
carry the frolkk a little farther, in a fortnight, and hang 
herftlf upon her own. 

Fnd. Why, you rogue, I'm in love witk hen 

Jaq. I am but your poor ftrvant, fir, and if you com- 
mand roe to believe you, ^is another thing. But I know 
what your love commonly ends in— »— 

Fnd. In what, fir ? , 

Tof. in a week,. fir; 'but that's her bufinefs, and not 
mine; (unlefs the fpirit of your revenge rifes upon the , 
folly of her pride, and frightens her into the confideration 
•f your hfMnble fervant JaqutUne. 

Fnd, O! you are witty, fir !«— -The window opens* 
[ Vidoria ahon/t, a mgh-gotvn oinr ktr man** thathu 

Fia. I heard a noife 1 I'll lifieiu 

Frtd. Fiaoria ! 

Via* Here am I, e> peeing the 'good hour, bby or 
^irl, chufe you whether, fo we once but come together. 

Jaq. 
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Jaq. Here'a your ddirtrence \n a halter, maddin, a 
ladder of ropes for you. [Thrtivn up to her^ 

ViQ I had rather have it in a halter, than ftay where 
I am : give it me. 

Fffd. Befure you faflcn it above. 

Via, Any thing to get loofe below. 

Jaq, O the diftretion ofa girl ! (he will be a flave to 
any thing that has not a title to make her one. If my 
nuiler does commit matrimony, which he '\t hot nfliich 
addidled to, 'tis but changing a ^her for a hufband ; re- 
moving fVomone prifon to another"^ but'thathas appear* 
ance of liberty for the time, tho' it ends in a worfe con- 
finementatlall. 

Vi&, Well ! the ladder that i$ to convey me is ready ; 
but before I part with this world 'tt^oulil bt bntreafon*'* 
able to have a little coofolation to encourage my jour* 
ney to the next.. What am I to truft to when I come 
there? 

Jaq;. My mailer, madam, my mafter; what fhouldyott 

truft to? You can't truilan honefter gentleman, -who, 

to ;ny knowledge, will moft' infallibly break his word 
with yea. lAfi'dw 

Fred, What fliould you truft to but yonrfeJf, child ? 
Rely upon your beauty : 'twere a difparagement of that, 
to talk of conditions, when you are certain of making 
your own terms. 

Ft&. Najr, now is my time indeed, and 'twill be my 
o^n fault if Idon't : I (hall (hift, as my neighbours 
daughters have done before me, if I am left to the wide 
world. But Frtdirickt as to your particular. 

Fred. Why, my particular is at your fervice, and pray 
come down and be fatisfied ; lord here's fufch ado to per- 
fifade a wom&n to her liberty. - , 

Fi3, I'm anfwer'd, I'm anfwer*d, and coming down as 
faftas I can :' any thing to get rid of this father. 

Fernando enters to her afmed^ eind turns ber a^wayfrom tht 
nnindo'W* 
Fern. Say you fo, gentlewoman? 
' /?<?. Undone, and ruin'd I what fliall I do? 

Fern. 
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Fern, I'll tell yoa what you fliall do ; get you in hufTy^ 
go. — Now will I perfonatc this hopeful young jadei 
and by that means difcover the whole intrigue. 

Ja^. What's that ? 

Fre^* What's what ? where ? 

Jaq* There's certainly a noife at the window above* 
ru turn the blind fi<is of my lanthorn, for fear cf being 
difcovered. 

FreJ. You blockhead, the noife was in the ftreet-s— 
Vi^or'ta^ [CaUing her. 

Fnn. Ay, ay. 

Fred. Where are you, my dear ? 

Fern, I am here, my dear. 

Jaq. Are you fure you arc there, madam? For my 
heart mifgives me moft plaguily about this father ef 
yours. 

Fern* Does it fo, rogue enough ? [-«^«2V. 

Jaq. You had beft make hafte: old Argus will have 
8n eye upon you, and then- 

Fred. You'll flip your opportunity. 

. Fern, I'll lay a hold 00*1 ^and your cars, when I 

come within reach of 'em. \^AJidem 

Fred. Are you coming ? 

Fern, Now, fpeak foftly. [Fernando gue d§ivn thi 

ladder. 

Fred. Look you to tlie ladder : I'll call the chair to 
«arry her off. [Exit. 

Jaq, I'll lead you to my mailer, madam : pray give 
me you hand. 

Fern, There 'tis for you [Strikes htm. 

Jaq, By my troth, and fo 'tis ; but not quite fo foft 
«s might be expelled from^vSt lady : fure you, or I, are 
miftaken, madam. [LooHs upon h.m ixtib his Jantbom. 

Mercy upon me ! what do I feef 

Fern, Why, what do you fee ? you fee* the party you 
expedled to ice ; don't you, firrah ? 

Jaq, The devil, the devil the devil. 

[C'yiag ouff and running ahout^ 

Fern. You lye, you lye like a rogye; I am none of the 
<]evil, but I will make a devil of you before I have done 

Vol. II. h wiih 
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urithyou : I'll difappoint you of a baiter, and fend you a 
ftearer way than you thought of. Have at yoa. 

l^PreJtnting a Blundtrhuft at bim^ Jaqueline falls ^ 
Frederick runs and dijarms Fernando* 

Fxei> Deliver ns from a blunderbufs 

Ja9, O lord, fir, a thoofand thanks to yoQ : I am not 
pcrfcdiy fatisfied whether he has kHlM me or no; but if 
I am dead, I (hall be giad to hear the old rogoe was 
tanged for me. 

Fred, Who are you that woo'd murder my fervant ? . 

Fern, One that wou'd do as much for hismafter. 

Jaq, bh4 he's the devil of a fellow ; take car€ of 
Jiim. 

FrtJ, Fernando ! how came you "here ? 

Fern* Why, your miftrefs, and my damn'd daughter, 
not being quite ready to run away with you, de5r'd me 
to make her excufe, and come down in her room to re- 
ceive you. 

7^2^. My reception was a little extraordinary : pox 
take yoQ. 

Ftrn, I beg your pardbn, gentlemen, I am a little iin- 
provided at prefent to entertain you ; but my fervants are 
jQp in the houfe, I'll get them togethei^ as fail as I can, 
and then you fhall befure of a welcome. 

Fred, Unlucky difappointmtn^ ! 

Fern^ No, no, no difappoiniment in the world: l!ay 
but a little, I'll bring my daughter myfelf to you ; you 
Shan't bedifappointed. [Vidloria in mun^s chaths t^ens 
ibe dooTt eomti foreword and meets Fernando ] How's tpis ! 
my door open ! and a man come out of my houfe ! who 
are you ? what wou'd you have ? Thieves ! thieves ! lay 
hold upon him : 1 charge you in the king's name to fe- 
cure him Thieves, thieves [Calling cut. 

Fi^, As you are gentlemen proteft me ; 1 am ,no 
thief. 

Fred* How "do wc know that, friend? 'tis wtry fufpi- 
cious.— -— 

Fern. Ay, ay, they are your accomplices—;—! ih^ll be 
jvithyou— — Thievesi thieves. [Gofiin. 
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*' ^/^. If yba ddn'i find me worth yoar proteftioa, 
when you know mc, do what you pleafe with me, 

Jaq, That's feif enough, fir ; we had bell draw off ia 
time, the houfc will life upon us. . 

Fred. A pox on this unlucky adventure. Poor f^t^o^ 
ria ft^e muft |>ay fcr all. \£xeunt^ 

. < Fernando returns. 

Fern, Fire! fire! you'll be burnt in yoot bcd$j will 

nobody come to me ? Thieves, thieves ! 

\jSe'Viral Ser'vants run in. 

Serv. Where, where f 

Fern, How came my doors open f where's my wife f 

Bid my daughter corte down. 1 have loft 1 4Pn*t 

Snow what 1 have loft. They may be plotters againft 
itie government for ought I know; run every way to ap- 
prehend *ero. IServanis run about the JIage* 

Serv. This w^j, this way, lExeunt* 

y-^^ S C E N E chafigis. 

Enter Frederick* Vi^oria, <»W Jaqaelinc, 

yaq, A little of the old rogue's broad gold would 
h^ve purchased your pardoji if yo4i had robb'd him : £ 
was in hopes of a fnacic of tne plunder. 

Vi£i, My defign lay another way, I aiTure yea, 

Fred. But that we muft not enquire into. 

Vi^. Why, faith, yes, if you pleafe. I am fo muck 
-ob!ig'd to yoff for my deliverance, I'll make nothing a 
ferret to you. 

Fred, Nay, fir, if it be a fecrct— * 

J^q. 'Twere not worth telling, ^\t^ if it were aot a fe- 
Cret. 

Via. It is a fecret) as indeed every thing ought to be, 
"when there's a woman in the cafe. 

Fred, Is there a woman in the cafe then ? - \ ^ 

yia. A very pretty woman; but you are a man iff ho- 
^ tiour. 
' Jaq. That he is upon my word, fir^ my matter is as 

L a ^ good 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



aaa 7ie Fatal Marriac'E} cr^ 

good at ft lady's fecret as you can be, and will betray it 
to nobody— before he has diTcover'd it hitnfelf. [j^jSi^» 
ViSi^ And therefore I wiil honeftly own to you, that 
my bufinefswas with ViQoria^ Ftrnantlc^t daughter* 
• Fred, ^\x\i Viaoria ! 

Jaq. This fool will difcovcr himrelf to his rival. 

Fred* Docs ViQoria know of your buHnefs ? 

Via. Know of my bufinefs ! why, I make love to ba*» 
I have had an intrigue with her thefe three months: lam 
almoft tir'd of her. I lye with her every night in her 
father's houfe, and the devil's in't if (he is not acquaint- 
ed with my budnefs. 

Jaq, It muft be your fault, if iheis not, that's certain. 

Fia, Now you mufl- know her father is jealous of 
tvery body for her, but me ; there's one Frtdgritk baa a 
defign upon her; (he has given him fome encouragement 
of late, for the fake of her liberty. I thank her, fl)e has 
thought iiim fitter for the fortune of her hufband tfaaui I 
ihould be ; (he dedgns to marry him, good man, for her 
convenience ; and I am to continue upon all occadons of 
pleafure, as I tell you, fir, her ]ady(hip's humble fervant. 

Fred. You will have a rare time on't with this fool of 
a hufband. 

Via. I (hall manage him, I warrant you \ do you know 
bim ? 

Fred, I have feen him, 

Jaq* I have the honour to know him a little too. 

[pulling bis fnafitr hy the fleeme, 

Pia, And what do you think of him ? Docs he promife 
to be a cuckold by his countenance ? 

Fred, Why. faith,- no, I thought not. 

Jaq, But there's no faith in faces, you know, fir. 

Fred, It feems fo indeed by what this gentleman- has 
told us J but fir, do you know your cuckold ? this Frederick* 

Via. Ay, fir, I know him. 

Fred. Hold up your lanthorn, Jafuelim. 

[Th4 lanthorn htld up to Frederick Vyizr/« 

Via. Blefs me I who are you ? 

Fred. That very man, the Fnden'ckyovi (peak of, your 
cuckold that is to be* Via. 
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Fi^, Say you fo, f?r, why then you are oWig'd to me 
for telling yo^ir fortune beforehand ; you may avoid if it 
you plcafe j I have given you warning. 

Fred. But I nnuft reward you for your care of me. 

Jaq. 'Tis a pretty impudent fellow, and I'm forry for 
him. . [Afi^e* 

Fred, Look you, fir, if I believM any thing that you 
have (aid of Viaoria ; I woaM not think you worth a beat- 
ing upon her account : I wou*d leave you to your vanity, 
and her to the folly of throwing herfelf away upon fuch a 
ralcal; but I know ycu lye | yet V\\ ufe you better thaa 
you dcferve— draw— — [t/r^oi/. 

Vi&* Not in the dark ; befides you are two to one. I 
fcorn to recant what I faid ; and to«morrow as foon a$ 
. you^eafe 

Fre4. I ihan't part with you fo, you (hall go home 
with me to nighty that I may be lure of you^ in the 
morning. 

^tS, Witli ail my heart $ you know me well enonghy 
ttod ^h«n you fee my face— — ^ 

Fred. Pray let us fee it— —-^ 

[Jaijoeline h^ldi fh$ iMtUrn to ber/ace, 

ViB. You will. believe that I am more— —a-—*' wo* 
man of hononr, tbaa to refoie a gentleman any rear^n** 
ible fatisfa^fon [In a/oft ^oictm 

- Fred* May I believe my eyes ! FiOoria i 

Via, Now I won't part with you, fir ; what fay yon f 
Ihail I go home with you to<-night, that you may be fure 
of me in the morning ? 

Fn}i, I will be fure of thee to-ni^ht, child. 

FiJ3, No, not to-night ; nothing in the dark, &s I told 
you before. 

Fred, I am confounded at your efcape \ your manner 
of making it ; your father's coming down upon us ; your 
man's cloaths ; and a— 

ViS,^ Never wonder at a woraan^s invention : we have 
wit enough for our own affairs, I warrant yon. In a 
defign of pleafing ourfelves, you find, one way' or other 
we biitig it about. 

L 3 Fred. 
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Fr4^. You have ptayMthc roffue with m^.n^eria, but 

1 fhatt be>cvettg*il dFyou. ' ^^ -■' " ' ' ^ •*' ^' 

^/V?. Why, you won't offer to. ttiarry fare, ,^ftcf die 

ch^ra^er you have had of me ? ' 

Frtd I have had fair waroing iridee<!». but he xnufi have 

fiore grace than I, who can take warning of any thing) 
e has a mind to« ^ ; 

Fi^, Marriage is a bold venture at the beil. 
^ Frid. Bu( where we pieafe ourf^lves we venture leailt 



ACT III. SCENE L 
SCENE Fernando'i Hsufi. 

yu\ i '.F»-aando mating Fabian in a Friar*sHuUu v ^. 

fdxn-T T O W now, fon, what news with youfbleft 

Xl you, blefs yojtt- tho* I am but in. ixiiilr 

^iff^rem humour of bles^ig at prefent. 
^ \ f,ub^ . Sir, I come out mmy duty to fee yon. 
• firn. Why, that's well : I am lufty, as to that matt^ 
itUU.bqt your fifter, like a vagrant, a vagabond jadc» U 
^un away from me: let her alone, fee wno'U have thf 
Worft on't ; thy eftate will be the better for it by ioxx^ - 
thonfands. . , 

Fah. Alas ! my eftate» fir I I have done with the things 
of this world. 

Fern. Niy, f don't perfoadt you ; I wou'd not go about 
^O loiter your holy refolution'— — but a fcnivy jade I - if I 
ba^ known of her difobedience a little fooner, I cou'^ 
have the better afforded to have been kinder to the^— — r 

Fab. You have been kinder than I de/ery'd, in fo|-giv» 
ix^g me. 

> Fffn, Eor I ^m afraid I was not fo kind as I (hon'd 
iu^e hfsen to thee-**-»ba? 

l^,f'^k^ O d;ear fir. . " ^ 

n,,|ffr^^ ,i?def d I aui; there might be faoltA on ^y fidj^ 
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if truth woq'H out, \ believe I lov^cl mooey' a'Uttle iod* 
1¥(qI), did I not? ha f 

FaB. I did not deferve it, fir. 
. Ftm, But ]*U make thee amends. We old fellows fef- 
dom think of doing g(>od for our children, 'till they ar^ 
out of the way of receiving it. Well, and how do^ tlhdo 
like a religious life ^ ha ? 

Fah. Very well, Or. 

Fern. Why, \CTy well, 'tis better than rambling up dnd 
down the town, fpending thy time and money with the 
prophane. When I die, I (hall leave a fwingiog legacjr 
10 the monaftery upon thy account. 

Fab. Upon your own, fir, ive (hall pray for you* 

Fern, No, no, I'll not pot yon to the trouble. 

FaB. And help you out of purgatory* 

Ftrn. Ah ! my purgatory is in this world ; and a young 
wife aay tormeater* Good fon call her to me. [Ex. Fab. 
Let me fee, I have loft my daughter, but then I have fav^d 
'lay money ; all daughters are loft co their parents, bne 
Cifne or other ; why then the cbeapeft way of getting rid 
of 'em, is always the beft for the family. If Frtderidk 
has got her, and will play the bono^jvble fool to marry 
Iker For love, that is, without a penny of portion; he is^ 
in the way of repenting his bargain, and not I, I take it; 
%mt then I fhouM have roarryM her to my old friend 
Fram€i/c$'''^vt\ky t my old friend Franci/ca is Inckily rid 
of a damn'd yoang wife, that wou'd as certainly hav^ 
made him a ■■ ■ 

Enur Julift tf«i^ .Fabian* 

Jmh A what, hu/band? as who? yov are afwayr 
bringing your filthy comparifons into the family : you 
put this buiinefs fo often into my head, it may fall npoft 
your own, one day. 

Ftrn, Fie, ^e^ wife, I did not mean thee ; that nndutr^ 
ful daughter of mine I was reBefling upon ; blefs us! t 
warrant you, what a penitent ihe will be in a little tt^t 
we ihall have her come, with her looks down, ahd'^her' 
belly op, full of the experiment, with a pitifnl ^citioii- 
' for pardon 9 and portion. 

L 4 Jut^ 
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Jul. Not if (he be wift : what woman that has but the 
leail fenfe of what it is to be happy, woold not prefer want» 
hunger, jiny thing to fuch an intolerabk llavery ? 

Fern, Why then you are of her opinion, it feenas ? 

yuL Have a care of making me To.* 

Ftrn.l (hall have a eare of other peoples making you fa. 

JuL Jealou fy and ill ufage may do much. 

Fern. A good Opportunity may do more. 

Jul. One with the other, huihand. 

Fern, Wou'd make you run away from yotil* Ivnf- 
band ? ha ? 

JuL Ay» and run to anc;her man too ; any thitfg if 
my virtue would permit me 

Fern. Your virtue ! ah! when I I^and to the mercy of 
your virtue, I'll be contented to fall by that folly : no, 
no, I have a trick worTh two on*t : V\\ keep ydu Otit of 
the temptation, and then 'tis not much mattfe> ^bet&cr 
. you have any virtue, or no. 
' Juh Pray do, Ibtk me up, that your AeighbbUf s may 
know you dare not iruft me at yOar kiiifmah's #^df<^; 

Fab, Sir, you cjd my mother are ihvit^ .* Filllfrfiy is 
;^our relation, anoAi^ill take it ill if yOu d6n't go. 

Fi^rn, Yes, yes, wife, we ^ill ^o i— ^ 

Fa^, Or I (hall be difapppinted. [JMf, 

Fern. Hanging days arc commonly holy-fiaysV llove 
to fee the execution of a hulband : tRey haVc had thciT 
jeft long enough upon me, I (hall be glad td Ikdgh 3h txfy . 
turn. Beiides, 'lis a public wedding, is it hot? 

JuL Why, what's that to the purpoft? 

Fab, 'Tis kept publicly. 

Fern. Why, lo much the better; there*s lefs danger of 
J^ou, wife : ihefe public entertainments feldoin do any 
Body hurt, but thofe that make *em. All the young fel- 
lows I know will be defi^ning upon the hew marryM 
woman ; you mull not take ir til, wife ; everyone in their 
turn, you have had yours already. When the hufband 
invites, 'tis a fort of mannerly gratitude to be ci^tl to 
his wife. 

Fab, Thejr fay ihd^d, whoever dances with the bridfe, 
the hu(band pays the fidler, 

Fim. 
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. Ferm^ Ay, ay, let *ciD all dance wiihfccri if cuckold* 
would honeilly declare themfelves, their number would 
CO near to keep 'em in countenance : I hope to fee 'em 
io much in falhion, that no body may laugh at his neigh« 
hour. \ExtunU 

SCENE Ifabella^ Hovfu 
Carlos, nuitb Frederick, and Vidoria in man^s eloaih, 

X2wr. You are ^he Ihangeil woman in the world, roa ^ 
away from your father, and then fcroplc to marry the 
roan you ran to ! 

^/V?. That will admit of a fcruple, fir. 

Frtd, Don't yon believe 1 love yoa ? 

Via, O, yes, fir, your prefent inciioatioo may be good, 
>\ believe : but that prefent inclination how long will it 
.lail, I beieech you \ 

Fred. There's a qucAion for a lover indeed ! 

Via, When that begins to tire, as ^str^ thing is the 
.worfe for the wearing, they fay, how many hufbandly 
refledions will you have upon the matter! you will find 
out a thoufand pretty things 70U cojild have done with 
xny portion ; but not one civil thing with my perfon, 
without it : the woman, that plays the fool my way, ia 
. running from her friend?, rauft have more cban file can 
carry about her, to be welcome long in a place ; anil 
marriage is only for life, they fay. 

Fnd. [ gad, flie's in the right on't. . X4fi^ 

Car, What can you fay to this, Fndtrick f 

Fid, Nay, he can fay more than I can believe, I aflure 
you; bat I won't put him to the expence of his confci- 
eace. When I fee which way my broibtir's piot works 
upon my father, I fliaU be able to tell you mqre.^f my 
mind. In the mean time I have the privilege of ^ly dif- 
guife, to be at the entertainment of this vweddii\g. 

Fre4(* But you'll get f^tch a habit Qf wearing the 
breeches ■ ■ 

Fid, When yoa ^et me out of 'em, you mud keep me 
nut of 'em I .dui( W4U he yoiu; way I )»e}i«v;^f ootj^ b^t if 

^5 ' \ vS'- yp» 
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you care for a fccurity, yoa have a pretty good out ap on 
me. 

Pre J, As how pray ? ^ 

Fia. Whfy I have done too much with you, to io any 
thing with any body elfe; I ihaVc be twice run aw^ 
witht I warrant you. 

FnJl I darerefy upon you— — [E;ch Vifloria* 

Now, P/jri[i7/, every thing's to your mi no. 

Car, 1 have taken a great deal of pains to bri^g it 
about. The fcverity of my fifler's widowhood .wa» 
the only bar to my hopes io favoar of her fon. 

Fred. This marriage has removed that. 

Car, And ruin'd 'em for ever with my father. 

Fred. How will you be able to thank 'jsin' for^the 
fervice they have done you ? . >^ ' ^ . * 

Car, The rervice'pay8.itrclf& we areal^pleasi'd^I ihovfd 
have vifited 'em with an Epitbalamium^ to bic&'their/id. 
deavours; but I have a foiinet is pretty well- to the pur- 

pofe» Strike vp boys 'Tis net much aatter ik>w^ 

whether by brothec be alive, or no. [^d$. 

F»/^r Viaoria. ' '* 

Vi3. No news of the bride or bridegrocn yet I - ' ^J 
Car, We are going to fummon 'em. 
Fi3^ %f this time, I fuppofe, they may. be glad oFa^ 
kandfome excuie to be rid of one another* 

A S G N G, fet by Mr. />«rf#//, a«d fung by MrK 

Medgfwi, . . 

I. ' 

• 'f^F danger is evtr^ the haitk is pajt; 
•^ Th nympb bad btrfiars^ but Jht ^feniUf^d 4KI iafi y 
She trfd tbt enctunffr^ and ntbmi it ^Jaidomr 

_.-. ,_^ , „_. paffim 

Shi diJJkmMes berjty, and aJ^Bs f l»6k d^mn \ " 
ifAtfilbsi '^fipjirr¥w Uis eudidfifimh. -: i 

"J • Jpftar 
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Jtppear all you virgins^ Both agtd andjoHig'f 
Anjott^ fwko have carry^d that burden too (ong^ 
'Who have loft prechus timty and you *wbo art lofing^^ ' *" 
Betray* d hy your fears between doubting and cbujtng X* 
i)ranu nearer^ and learn tvbat nuill fettle y cur mind y , 
Yoi^ll find yourfelves happy 9- tAjhen once you are kind* ' ^' 
1^0 hut nuifely refultii the f*weet njtnture to runt / 

You^llfe^ the lofs little 9 and mutb i^ be won. 

Villicroy enters to them 

PiL Who's there ? my Carlos! Frederick / O my fnelidftT 
Let roe embrace you ; welcome, welcome all. 
.Whfll {ktX\ I fay to you, that may exprefs 
.My thanks for this good morrow ? at a cime-«<<«' 

€ar^ Fjred» We came to wiih-yoo joy.-—** 

FiL I have it Aire y 
AU that this life can giire me ; he muft be 
More than a man who can be happier. 
I am fo much tranfported with the thought! 
Of what I am, I know not what I do. 
My ^^///a/ but pofleffiog her, v. 1 

.Who «^oold not lofe himrelf ? you'll pardon mt 1^ » 
Qh \ there was nothing wanting to my foul, | 

But the kind wifiies of my loving friends;. 
And ROW i have you to rejoice with mc» , 

Where are my fervants ? 
Gentlemen, this purfe willtell you that I thank you* 

[To the mujtt»- 
Where, where ar« you }\ (Ja bis Sar'^wtts* 

Areny fciends invited i is ev^ry tbing in order i ^ 
You cannot be too bufy in yo^r care. 
Pray put on>yoar bed k>oks, as well as cloatKs; 
Gold, that does every thingr ihall make yoa Cmic<^' 
Carry an invitation in your face^ . ,\« 

•To every one yon fee, no matter who. .*, 

1!11 double aU your. wages ; nothing anpcar ^ > \ . ,v 

L 6 '^ ^ Wiihift 
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WiiKin thcfe walls, bot plenty, mirth, and IbVe ; 
An univerfal face of joy, and love. 
Fred. Why this is wonderful. 
Fil, O when you all get wives, and fath as mitifif 
(If focli another woman can be fbtlnd) 
Vou will rave too, doat on the dear content, 
And prattle in their praife, out of all bounds; 
No matter what the fools of form (hall fay, - 
Let *em believe us mad ; we'll pity them. 
And their dull want of knowing how to love. 

Car, If you would talk calmy, and come to particu- 
lars, we might be the better for the ftory. 

f^il. Particulars \ how ? which way (hall I try 
To utter my full blifs ? *tis in my head, ' ' * 

*Tis in my heart, and takes up all my foul : ' ' 

The labour of my fancy, and too vaft ' " - 

A birth of joy, to be difclos'd fo foon. 
Imag^ination mud devour itfelf. 
About fome twelve months hence, I may begirf 
To fpeak plain fenfe ; and then PIl tdl you all. 

FiS. This matrimony would be a heav'niy thing, tf 
the firft night would laft always, 

FiL Sir, I mull beg your pardon t pray forgive me 
I did not fee you fooner ■ 

A prcc'ty gentleman • 

Car, A friend of ours. 
FiL Who is he ? 

FiSin Sir, I am one, juft upon the precipice of marry*- 
ing ; and come here to try whether I like the conditioa 
in my friends, before I venture on't rayfelf. ,. 

FiL O fir J you can^t do better : 
I ihall make converts of you all in time. 

[ Serofant g ivei him a Utttr* 
Car, He does not know you. 

Fia.^ Tm glad on't; ^iwould fay a rellraint upon Ina^ 
if fie did, which 1 have no mind to at prefent. 

Fnd. He might take the privilege of a reladdni |>eN 
haps, to cetifure your conduft. 

F{^, That 'is to 6y, yon would if yon dtfrll i but wlrel* 
I inariy you, ril give you leav©. 

Car^ 
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Car. Does, Filhroy know of Fabian^s plot upon his £i« 
ther? 

Fr^^'. Yes ; and approves of it, for the goo^ of th^ fa- 
mily : chat was the chief reafon of ioviting him, 

Fil, Unlucky accident ! my brother the archbi(lkO|> 
of Malines, intending for B'uxellef, is taken d^fperate- 
ly ill ; my letter preSes me to be with hini to-night. It 
moft be fo. 

Fnd. *Tis hard indeed— 

Car. To leave your bride fo foon. - 

Fil, Put having the pofTeflion of my love, 
I am the better able to fupport 
This abfence, in the hopes of my return. 

C«f*. Your ftay will be but (hort ? 

FiL It will feem long* 
What fay you to fome* cooling wines, or fruit. 
Till the bride's drefs'd ? 

Frei/, We wait upon yoo. 

Ft/, Frtdirick^ I heihr you are a bridegroom too ; 
You're a bold man to marry my confin FiSoria^ 
Without her father's leave : 
But we'll take pains to make up all again. [E»tunU 

Enter Sampfon, and Nurfe. 

Sam, Ay, marry ndrfe, here's a mailer indeed ! hell 
double our wages for us \ if he comes on as faft ^ith 
my lady, as he does with her fcrvants, we are all in 
the way to be well phas'd. 

Nur/el He's in a rare humour ; if (he be in as good a 
one-^— 

Sam. If flie be, marry, we may e'en fay, they have 
begot it upon one another. 

Nurfe. Well ! why don't you go back again to your old 
count ? yon thought your throat cut, I warrant you, to be 
tarn'd out of a nobleman's fervice. , 

Sam^ For the future, I will never (erve in a hooft^ 
where the mafter or miftrefs of it lies fmgle : they are 
out of humour with every body, when they are not 
pleas'd themfelvea. Now^ tl^ia going to bed together,. 

make» 
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aiakcs evf ryi fel^ng g^ vrdl: tbeise's Brirth^r^and cdcmS^ 
fiirring about» wben thofe inaurrs go as t^y (konki dflf. 
j^^/iT. I«dced*a.good fo^d^f^Uovi^, Sam/^'t'-^ 
Sam, Ah nurfe I a g«od bed- fellow is a very good 
.tlim|«» and goes a great way-^bot, jarfaat.now my iady 
is marry'd, I hope we fliall ha-ve compaay come to xks 
houfe :• tb(pe*& ioiDCthing always GomJQg from one gen- 
tlemaoy or otker^ upon thofe occaiions, if my lady lovc^ 
company. 

Nur/e. Od' fo, my maftcr ! we mu& not be fiieit. [Sjn/i 

£/»//r Vilkroy /j/r^ Fabjan. 

FiL You fay 'rii fnnocent I 

Fab. Only a deeping dpaiighty lo maktt'kf'ni ferget 
ibm^.of his ill humours : when it works, ke'H be tkonght- 
to hav^ tipled too much, tha«*s all-; 1 'J 1 remove Him wflfh 
as little trouble, as poflible. 

FtL Is he coming ? ;'( * 

Fah, He's below; I'll way-la^ him with a bottle in «- 
corner^ and give him his dofe before you fee him. 

FtL That as you plcafe. Pray tell the company 
The bride wili» watt npon> 'em. [Fabian ^c^ ostf** 

l/ah^Ua, 

Ent$r Ifabefla,' 
My l/abtlla ! O the joy of heart I 
Thai I have leave at iail to call you mine; 
When I give up that title to the charmt - 
Of any other wifl), be nothing mine. 
But let me look upon yoti ! view you well $: 
This ia a welcome gallantry: indeed.^ 
I durd not aik, but it was kind to grant. 
|uft at the liflM : diijf>«nfi4>g with < y oar drefs^ 
Upon our bridaUday. . . > v .^ 

I/a, Black might be ominoos.; 
I" would not bring \\\ lack along with me. 

.^/i Ol if your melancholy thoughts could changes; 
With ^ifiin^ o£yeur drefs-.--«^time has done ouits 
IncrediUei M%^ ma^^t and may, agiin. 
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^Thr ibmetliiBg tiut the £ice of brav^n ^fiearty ■• ^ .- > 
D^rkta'dy tR4. bid fo long in mourning veils & 
When breftkifig>€load« divide, they malce a Wfty. . 
For ihf bfight daw to fmile iipo* the day* 

I/a, I omi'd iMve wd&'dy if you had thought it fi^ 
Our marriage had not been fo public. ' . . 

: i^jL Do not you grudge me my excefs of love v 
That was^a canie it couid not be cooceal'd ;. 
Beiides 'twould injure the opinion 
I^haveof mygood fonone, having yon; 
And lefTen it in other people V though ts^ 
Bufy on fuch occaiions to eoqaire. 
Had it been private. 

- ^, I iHtve.namore to fay. 

£}ifiif'Czr\o$, Frederick, Viftoria, othr nun anJ'womiih 

FiL Our friends too, who come into the fuppgrt 
Of our bad fortune, have aoAhoneil right» 
Iji better times, i^o (hare the good wit£ ua« 

Car, We come to daim tl»t right, to (hare yoar joy«. 

Frtii, To wifli you joy ; and find it in ouifelves ^ , 
For a friend's happinefs reflects a warmth*^ . ■ 

A kindly comfort, into every heart 
That is not envious. 

FiL He muft be a friend. 
Who is not envious of a happineft* 
So abfolute as mine; but if yoo aie 
(As I have reafoa to believe yoo are): 
Concern'd for my well-being* there's the caeiet ' .. 
Thank her for what i am, and what mad be. 

Fia, Is not this bettei* than lying aloaei madam ? 

Car. You'll take my. advice another time» fiiler* 

Friii, You ladiea are^hard to be pecfuaded topleafe 
yeorTclves: but you know when you ara wdl, 1 hope.. , 

Car. When you are well pleas'dhe means, filler.. Yoii 
are a judge, and .widliia the degrees of cons'pariibot hav^ 
log had a huftiand be£M;e< [^(zAMrwavuij* 

ViL Cttrktt what have yoa done ? A rifing (mVit^ . 
Stole from her thou^his^ jnftr^iftiogponuba'ahQ^kyuu . 
Aud yon have da(hc iu 

Can 
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Car, I am forry for't. -• 

f^iL My bcft fricmls will forgive me, -wlKeii I owft - 

I mud prefer her peace to all the worldi* 

Pray let us bory every thi»g that's paft ; • • 

Look forward to tbe kindly coming hour. 

I have a proi'ped of AifficieBt joy ; 

Would yoii had all« to entertain your hopes» 

And draw you on to everla&ing love* 

£nUr Fernando, Julia and Fabian. 

Fer/t. Why, fo, fo, all goes well 1 fee ; Wi(h you joy* 
couiin. I am an old fellow, but I muft Salute your 
bride. [Krjis her.} A fine woman truly ! I have had two 
or three glalTes to her health already : I deiign to be v«e- 
xy merry, ha. 

FiL Why, fo you (hall, couiin ; fillfome wire. 

[To SetfVAnts, 

Fern. Why» chat's well faid ; £11 fome wine« But one 
word with you 

JuL { did not know you at firH. 

f^ia, U my father does not, I fliall have the pleafure of 
teazing him. • 

Jul. Your brother has taken care that he Ihall know 
nobody. 

Fern, If you had confulted me» I cottld have told you — 

F'iL What, coufin ? 

Fern. Why, that there goes a grestt deal of pains to 
keep ahandfome wifetoone*a felf ; femember J told-yoa 
fo. 

FsL Take care of your own, conTm. 

Fern, Why, that' true too*— [^/j Vidorta ^itb JuHa. J 
Where are you ? how I what have you to do with thi^ 
^entiewomao, frieod^? 

yia. I would have fomeching to do with her, if yeu^ 
would let us alone. 

Fern, 'Tis pity to difturb you indeed, 

Fi^. 'Gad fo, fir, I beg your pardon ■* ■■■» 

[Bowing fc Fernando;. 
. .. M$rM» Ko harm done in the leaft^ fir« 

Fta» You look like a civil perfoa ^^^i— 
.•»>'' Fertu 
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Firn. O, a very civil perfon. • r 

Fia* Yoo may have aa intereft in the kdy, ta fpeark a 
good word for me* 

Fern, Why, fo I may) I may fpeak a good word for 
you indeed. Bot for your comfort, I can tell youj fii0 
has the grace never to mind what I fay to her. 

na. Then do me the coanefy to leave laa together^ 
and I fhali be able to fpeak for my^lf. 

Fern. 1 never doubted it. 

Fia. I fuppofe you may be her grandfather ; 'tis youiT 
bnfinefs, you know, to provide for your family. 
' Fem* And why her grandfather, pray ? 

Ff£f, Becaufe you look to be about thofe years of ^^ 
ere til) n. 

Ferti. Come, you are an idle companion, to talk at this 
rate to my wife, and before my face too* 

Fiff, How, fir, youT wife ! is (he your wife, fir ? 

Fnit, I am her hahsaidt fir. 

Fi^, I beg your pardon again, fir; -I was in hopes-*^ 

FerM, I know you were ; you were in hopes to make 
me a cuckold : But'yoa are an impadent fellbw for your 
hopes ; and fo get yon gone about your bufinefs. Ha ! 
what's the matter widi me ? 

ya/. Why, hufband, what's thfe matter ? c 

Fern» I am fo drowfy all on the fudden—— [ItfWff/, 

FiL The glafs ftays for you, Fernando, 

Fern, PIl drink ftO lAcfre. Wife, let us go home* 

Freei, Oneglalft to the bride, fir. 

Fern, O, are you there ? You have a daughter of mine 
in keeping, I take it; wi(h you joy of her. [Taiuns. 

Fred, Yottr wiAies will go a great way to't, fir. 

Fern* No- farther; [Taivnt'] they will go no farther I 
tell you. Wife, wife, let us be going, wife. Sure I ami 
enchanted —*■«- [Tswnim 

Fil, Come, come, Fernando,yo\x will take your daugh- 
ter into favour, I know. 

Fern. Pray give me leave—— irawnu 

Car. To depart in peace. 

Fern, What I ought to do — [fawns andfalb iliUsa thatr. 

Fia, We fl^knowwhenhcrifess, 

Fil. 
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f^iL I leave you to eo«fiicr it ' > - - u ' 

• Fred. Upon his pillow* 

Fern. Wife, wife, come along with me^ 

Fab. V\\ take care of my father ; take ne notice, bat 
come as foon as you can to me. £|i 

[Fabian i&^ii Fernando r«rr>'//^/» fl f^fffV* 

Car, Now, madam, I may take caieoifyoru. [r» Julia* 

Fred, What hav« we h^re ? 

ViU Something is well meant : 
Let us receive it fo. Pray fit, my friend*. 

An Entertainment of dancing; after which a Song fent 
by an unknown Hand, Ux, by Mr. HemryBuretU «•* 
fung by Mrs. Ayhff. 

I- 

Ifiglfi eutdQ'wn^d my Jovg i 
i&r did the fair my pajpon di/afprrw$ * 

Jfift fniagsng air, i 

Not o/un apt i0 cauje dtfpair^ \ 

D^clar *djbe ga^m attemtioa t9 my prafr,^ \ 

&bijum*d ta pity my diftrefs^ 

And I exptSed nothing Ufi9 
Than what her every iook does now eenfefs* . 

XL 

Mut^'ohp her change ekjlroye 
The charming pro/peQ of mypromisUjeys » 

She* s rcih^d of e*very grace ' ; • . 

That argued pity in her/ace^ *- 

And cold^JorhiddingfrownSf/upplf their place 

• But nvhiiejhejiriqfes to cbiilde^re^, ^ 

Hit hrigbttr eyes fucb warmth infpirep 
. . She checks the flame ^ hw cannot quench the fire* 

FiL You have not minded this poor pageantry. 

Ija. i minded what you iaid ; you afe to leave met 
I'm iorry for the caufe. 
.- /fr/.-Ooonld Ithink, 
Could I perfuade myfeli^ that your concefa ' - 



d by Google 



For me, or for my «Wcnc^ 1»ad tiftployM yodr-— *. 
But you are all pofTeie'd another way. ; ^ 

1 fhalt be jeafons of this rival, grief» ^ 

That you indulge; it fits fo near your heart. 
There is not room enough f<^r mighty love. 

[Servant -wifijfiny Urn 
W^COmC. You, Carhi^ 
Will a£l a brother's part, till my return, 
And be the guardian here. All, all I have» 
That's dear to me, I give up to your care. 
Our dinner calls upon us : would I had 
An enterraiiinient that could fpeak my joy,. 
And thanks to this kind company. Lead on. 
Long fufFcriDg lovers would confent to (lay. 
For the rciward of fucb a night and day. 

[Exeunt, Carlos hading tht bridn 



AC T IV. S C E N E I. 



SCENE, Th§ Mtnaftefj iurjing-plactf Ferna94|o'« 
tomb I Jacqaeline, wtb eibewst dre/s^d/or pr9cefflotim 

M/gter Fabian, W/i^Carios» Jolia, Fred6ri€k«-««^Vidorifr^ 

Fab. T>E fatisficd, and expedl the confequence; if I 
J3 don't anfwer j^oar eipe^tioos^ never rely» 
opon me for a miracle a^in. 

Jul, O 1 bqf this is carrying the jeft too far ; he has 
beatenhim lik^ a 4(^., 

FiS. Where have you buried him ? 

Fab. This is his tomb. 

Car, Then here lies an hooeft fellQw, wko (if his 
wife would have heard reafon) might have been a cuck* 
old, and confequently gone to heav'n. 

Jul, Rut now he's buried, 'tis too l^te, yoi»ii(|io.viCt ta 
thiofc of fending. him that wi\y« ' , 
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Car, O virtue! virtue ! what an enemy art thou to a 
woman's good inclinations ! 

yuL A troublefome companion indeed^ if one knew 
how to be honeflly rid on't t can you advife me ? 

Car, Nay, take your own way ; you are pad advifing, 
it fecms; for a woman to play ihe hypocrite, and coun- 
terfeit virtue, when fhe has it not, is a very common 
thing. ' \ 

Jul. But to play the hypocrite, the wrong v^ay ! 

Car. To pretend to be a woman of pkafur^, and not 
have the benefit of the charadlcr— — 

Jul. Is what, it feems, you are not acquainted with. 
But for the future, iir, you may believe there are womeii« 
who won't be ptovok'd to injure their hufbands. 

Enter a Servant* 

Serv. Sir, there's a letter for you at home : The mef- 
fengerwill deliver it nobody, but yourfelf. 

Car. How t I nreft look about me ttren, rtt go With 
you. [Exii njuitb the Servant. 

Jaq. Sir, fir, I think I hear him ftir in tBe tomb. 

[A noi/t in ibe tomb. 

Tab. We'll be within call, Jaquelitiy b^in as foon as 

^tt ^eafe. [Jaquelin veitb othf^ijfinghig In p^cejjhn^ 

[Fernando pujhet tfftbe tbrnff-Jline^ andjfurts dbemt. 

Fern. Heigh ho ! where am I now 1 who are you ? what 
w6u'd yOu have' with me ? ha ! 

Jaq. Blefs us ! what do I fee ! appropinquate in nomine-^ 
efn. O good fir ? have a care of your hard words ; you 
may faife the devil before yoii^re aware of it; 1 hAve had 
too much of his company already. 

Jaq, A vaunt, fpeak I conjure theei if thou art thedtfvih 
Fern. O 1 no, fir,- 1 am none of the deVil : though I 
have feen him v^x-'j lately. 
Jaq, What art thou ? 

Fern, Trtily that's a stty bard queftion at prdfent ; 
when I was in the land of the living, my name -was Fer- 
nando, an old, jealoos, covetous fellow ; but what I am in 
this country, whether 1 am Fernando^ or no— 

Jaq. 
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Jaq^ Fernando I fave thee Fernando I what, coming 
out of thy grave ! 

Fern, From A'hence I am coming, or whither lam gp- 
ing, I can't tell you ; but 1 have been in very bad com' 
pany I remember ; 1 have feen the devil. 

Jaq. Our prayers are heard ; we have been failing, 
and praying thee out of purgatory, ever fince thou wert 
buried. 

Fern, Buried! have I been buried too? 
Jag, And now coming by thy grave in proceffion, 
what a miracle is wrought for thee, to bring thee to life 
again ! 

Fern, Nay, 5f I am alive again, 'tis a miracle, that'i 
certain ; but are you fure I am alive ? 
Jaq, Why, don't you find you are alive ? 
Fern, Alas! fir, 1 have been fo often miftaken pf late, 
I don't know what to fay to't ; I thought I was alive ia 
purgatory; and ftood in*t a good while: but there's no 
contending with the devil in his own dominions yoa 
know ; J was forc'd to confefs inykliy at lafl, as dead as 
a herring. 

J^q* O Fernando ! be thankful for a goo4 wife and 
fon ; they have Ihewn themfelves fo, in their forrow for 
you, ever fince you were bury'd. 

Fern, Ay, ay, I heard of 'em ; how have they done 
iince I left 'em ? 

Jaq. They have made a hard fhift ; their forrow is 
pretty well over now ; but 'twas a great while before 
they were to be comforted ; a great while indeed before 
they could be perfuaded to forget you j but we muft live 
by the living, you know. 
Fern, That's very true. 

Jaq. Your fon Fabian^ upon your death, was released 
out of the monaUery ; it had been a pity, you know, 
that a good eilate (hould have wanted an heir. 
Fern. Ay, fo it had indeed. 

Jaq, Yours was a v^ry good one, I hear, . , 

Fern* So, fo; competent, and eno«igh for giiej a^itis^ 
I\fhaU be glad to enjoy it a little longer I believe; I 

thank 
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J3k3? V^i Fat A^'* Ma^RRIaO'E'; <?^, 

thank you, fir, for fcringiRg me to it ^ain. Bbt my 
wife, is my dear wife well ? You know her too? 

yaf. She hiJS bad a great maiiy good oiFers, (ince your 
death ; and truly 'cwas very much for a young widow 
to refofe 'em ; but (he refolves never to marry again. 
. Ftrn* Alack-aday! I am beholden to her 

yag* They fay you were jealous of her 

Fern, Indeed lam, very much beholden to hen 

ya^. That you were extremely jealous. 

Ferti, Aiasl alas ! I do coofefs it ; I was an old kfo\ ; 
and (he was too good for mc : but if I ever fee hev a* 
jain 

Jaa.. Here they come, your virtuous wife, aud i6t^% 
pray learn to value 'em. 

^ Enur Fabsan, Julia, Frederick, and ViAoria. * • 

Fai, Is*tpoffibIe» 

Jul. What ! rifen from the dead! 

Fa^. May I believe my eyes ? 

Fern. Ay, ay, you may believe your eyes. 

Jul. The very (hroud my hulband was bury*d in ! 

Ftrn, The vtry fame, the very fame ; pray help meout 
cn't, as foop as you can, for I look but oddly, I believe. 

Fah^ Well enough truly, fir, for a man chat has been 
bury'd. You look well enough, but you fmell a little of 
the place you come from, that I mull own to you. 

[Fernando ^f//i km/eif. 

Fern. Nay like enough, tho* I don't perceive it myfelf, 
but have I been bury'd long enough to fliDk tlien i 

Fah. Fie, fir, (link ! you don't pofitively iliok ; yqu 
have only an earthy favour, or U)t witk lying iv the 
grave without eating ; that's all I believe* 

Ftrn* Nay, when 1 was alive, my breath was acne of 
the befi, efpecially from au empty flomach. 

Fmh* A day or two more had made it in«>lerable« 
Fern. Ah, wife 1 1 have fufier'da great deal upoo yofar 
account 

JuL Alasl upon my account 1 
Firn* Upon the account of my jealoufy ; but I de- 

fcrv'd 
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lerv-d it : jealouiy is a damnable fin there, I (hall never 
be jealous more. 

JuL 'Tis well it h»5 wrought that cure apon you. 

Fern. Nay, you ihalt henceforward go when and 
"where yon pleafe; come when, and how you pleale ; fay 
what, and to whom yoa pleafe ; and in fine, if you ha^ 
n mind to be reveng'd of me, you (hall make mc what 
you pleafe: and that I'm fure will pleafe you. 

JuL Leave that lo noe, hnfband. 

Fitn. Fabian^ you lock melancholy ; don't be forry that 
I am alive again: you have fome friends in the other 
world, that putme in mind of you : Til fettle half my ^ 
iHee upon you in prefent ; and t^hen I die — who's that, 
Fnderick ! you marry'd my daughter, I remember. 

ViB, Indeed, fir, 1 had more grace than to difpofeof ' 
myfeJf without your confent; and more refpedl for your 
family, than to marry any man without a portion. 

Fred. ] f y ou pleafe to gi ve' a blefls ng to ou r e n deavou rs» 
we have agreed upon the point toroakjeyou a grandfather. 

Fttn, Why that's well faid : you have my confent ; 
marry her, and I'll give her a portion ; but be fure yoa 
areas good as your word, 

Frtd. In what, fir ? ♦ 

Fern. In making me a grandftther : I am (b over joy*d 
that I am alive again, I care not how many children 1 
have to provide for. 

Vi&. You fee the fruits of jealoufy. 

Ffd. rilkeep outofpurgatorv, I warrant yon. 

Fern. O don't name it, good (on in-law : 1 ihall never 
get it oot of my mind ; that's certain. Come, my dear 
wi^, and children, I owe my deliverance to your inter- 
ceflion and piety ; fi nee yon have brought me to life 
again, yon (hall have no Canfe, for the future, towifh me 
dead : fome fifty years hence I may be contented to go 
to heav'n, without calling by the way. 
■ In the jtitvBk time, huifaands who doubt my flory, ^ 
May find in jealoufy their porgatory* \Extii^* 

.... . .?\.*. 

SCENE, 
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SCENE, tbt Sinet. 
Biron anii Bclford Jufi arri*v*J, 

Mir. The longeft day will have anead: we mitjgpit 
home at lail. 

JSel, We have got our legs at liberty;, and liberty. i«^ 
borne, where'er we go : tbo' mine lies mod in Englami* 

£,r. Pray let me call this years : for what I can coni- 
mand io BruxilUsy you fhall £od your own. I hftve a 
father here, who p^erhaps, after feven years abfsnce» and 
coHiog him nothing in my travels, may be glad to £s» 
me. You know my ftpry ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ [Ktmki at tie dh^n 
How does my beard become roe ? 

Mil Juft^s you would have it, 'tis i^tuni], andlK>t 
your own. . '- 

Mir* To-morrow you fhall be fare to £ndmehcre» ^s 
early as you pleafe. This is the houfe ; you haveobftrv'd 
the ilreet* 

MfL I warrant you $ I han't many vifits to make, he* 
fore I come to you. 

Mir, To night I have fome affairs, that will oblige fl|e 
to be private. 

Mel A good bed is the privateft afiair, that I defire to 
be engag'd in to-night ; your diredions will carry me to 
my lodgings. [EM^ 

Biron knocks egain, Sampfon enters to him, 

Sam, Who's there ? what would you have I 

Mir. Is your Jady at home, iriend? 

Sam. Why, truly friend, it is my employment to an- 
Twer impertinent queAions : but for my lady's being at 
home, or no, that's jull as my lady pleal'es* 

Mir, But how (hall 1 know, whether it pleafes her ot no? 

Sam, Why, if you'll take my word for it, you mvf 
CAtry your errand back again « fiie never pleaif s to fee 
apy body at tt.is time of niglit, that (he does nut k«(^) 
nnd by the length of yoUr beard, you may be grown out 
of her remembrance* 

Mir. 
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iir* But I have bttfinefs ; and j<m doh't know how 
that majr pleafe her. ^ 

Sam, Nay^ if yon havebufinefs, fiie is the beft judge 
whether yoar bufineft will pleafe her Or no : therefore I 
will proce<id in my office^ and knoW Of iny lady, whether 
or no ihe 18 pleas'd to be at home, or no—^ [Goiag^ 

Enter Nur/e to tbim* 

Nwrfe. Who's that you ai-e (b bufy wtthal ? methinks 
you might have found out an anfwer in' fewer words : 
boty Swiff fan t you love to hear yout feif prate fometimes, 
as well as your betters that I muft fay for you. Let me 
come to him ; who wou'd you fpeak with ? 

Bit, With yOti, miftrefs, if you can help roe to fpeak 
to your lady. 

Nurfa. Yes, fir, I can help yott, in a civil way : but 
can nobody do your bafinefs but my lady ? ' 

Bir. Not fo well : but if you'll carry her thij^ ring^ 
flie'Il know my bufinefs better. 

Nurfe. There's no love-letter in it, I hope : you look 
like a civil gentleman ; in an honefl way 1 may bring you 
an anfwer. \Ex\t Nurft. 

Bit. My old nurfe, only a little older ! they fay the 
tongue grows always t mercy on me I then hcr's is feven 
years longer, fincc i left h^r. Yet there's fomething in 
thefe fcrvants folly pleafes met the cautious condud of 
the family appears, and /peaks in their impertinence. 
Well, millrcfs-— ^-^ 

Nurfa ret urns* 

Nnrfa, I have delivered your ring, fir ; pray heav'n 
you bring no bad news along with you. 

Bir» Quite contrary, I hope. 

NMr/g, Nay, 1 hope fo too ; but my lady was very 
fliQch f&rpris'd when I gave it her. Sir, Tam but a fer« 
vant as a body may fay, but if you'll walk in, that I may 
(hut the doors, for we keep very orderly hours, I can 
ihow you into the parlour, and help yon to an anfwcr»' 
perhaps, as foon as thofe th^t are wifer. lExittnt* 

VbL.II. M SCENE, 
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242 5^/ Fatal Marriage; or^ 

5 C E N E, a Bed-chamber. 

A <u: Oman fer'o ant fpreading a iahle* 

Enter Ifabella. 

I/a, I've heard of witches, magick fpells, and charms. 
That have made nature ftart from her old courfe : 
The fuD has been eclips'd, the moon drawn down 
From her career, ftill paler, and fabda'd 
To the abufes of this under world : 
Ivlovv I believe all poffible. This ring, 
This litile ring, ^ith necromantic force. 
Has rais'd ihe ghoft of pleafure to my fears ; 
Conjur'd the fenfe of honour, and of love. 
Into fuch (hapes, they fright me from myfelf : 
1 dare not think of them [Servant goej cut* 

1*11 call you when I want you. 

En/er Nur/e, 

>Nttr/e, Madam, the gentleman's below. 

I/a, I had forgot, pray let me fpeak with him. 

[Exit Nurfin 
This ring was the firft prefent of my love 
To^Biron^ my firft hufband i I mull blufli 
To think 1 have a fecond : Biron dy'd 
(Still to my lofs) at Candy ; there's my hope. 

! do I live to hope that he dy'd there ! 

It nr.uft befo : he's dead ; and this ring left 

By his lad breath, to fome known, faithful friend, 

To bring me back again. [Biron inircdut^d^ Nurfe retires* 

That's all I have to truft to — 

My fears were woman's : Ihaveview'd him all: 
And let me, let roe fay it to myfelf, 

1 li%'e again, and rife but from his tomb. 

Bir, Have ycu forgot me quite? 
I/a, Forgpt you ! 

Bir. Then tarewell my difguife, and my misfortunes. 
Uyl/ahella? 

[He goes to ber^Jhe Jhriekst and/alU into a/wsoa 

I/a, 
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y«. Hal ' ^ ; , : . , , 

£ir. O ! come again :. 
Thy J?yrtf« furomoDs thee to life and loye; 
Once I had charms to wake thee. 
Thy once lov'd» ever loving hufband calls : 
Thy Biron (peaks to th^e. 

I/a» My hufband I Biron ! 

Bir. Excefs of love, and joy,., for my return. 

Has over-power'd her 1 was to blame 

To take thy f^x's foftnefs unprepared :.^ 
Bat finking thus, thus dying in my arms. 
This cxtafy has made my welcome mor,e 
Than words could fay :' words may be, counterfeit, 
Falfe coin'd, and current only from the tongue, 
Without the mind ; but'paflion's in the ifoul, 
And always fpeaks the heart. 

Jfa. Wherehave~I been ? .Why do you keep him from me? 
I know his voice : my life upon the 'wing. 
Hears' the foft lure that brings<«ie back again. 
*Tis he himfelf, my Biron^ the'dear man I 
My true lov'd hufband I do I hold you faft. 
Never to part again ? can I believe it ? 
Nothing but you could work fo great a change. 
There's more tha.n life itfelf in dying here : 
If I muft fall, 'tis welcome in thefe arme. 

J5/V. Live ever in thefe arms. 

J/a. But pardon me, 
Excufe the wild diforder of my foul: 
The flrange, furprifing joy of feeing you. 
Of feeing you again ; diftrafted me— 

j?/V. Thou everlafiing goodnefs I 

I/a, Anfwerme : 
What hand of providence has brought you back 
To your ovyn. home again ? O fatisfy 
Th' impatience of my heart ; I long to know 
The (lory of your fufterings. You wou'd think 
Your pleafures fufFerings, fo long remov'd 
From I/aleila's love ; but tell me all. 
For every thought confounds me. 
BJr. My bcfl life ; at leifure, all, 

M 2 ■ ■ I/a, 
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1/a. We thought yoa dead ; kill'd »t the iegeof Ci^^. 

Bir. There I fell among the dead : 
But hopes of life i'evtving ixommy wounds, 
I was preferv'd) bat to be inade a flave. 
I often writ to my hard father^ bat never h«d 
An anfwer. 1 writ to thee too-—* 

I/a* What a world of woe 
Had been prevented, but in hearing from you \ 

Bir. Alas thoo coald'ft not help me. 

I/a. You do not know how innch I cou'd ha' done) * 
At Icail, Pm fare I conM have faficr'd all i 
I wou^d have fold myielf to flavery, ^ 

Without redemption ; giv'n up my child » 
The deareil part of me» to bafeft waius^-^^ 

Bir. My little boy I 

I/a, My life» but to have heard 
You were alive^-^iirhich now too.late I £nd. . [A/Mtt 

Bir. No more, my love ! complaining of the paft. 
We lofe the prefent joy : 'tis over-price 
Of all my pains, that thus we meet again, 
I have a thoufand things to fay to thee— >*^ 

I/a. Wou'd I werte pad the hearihg, [J^de* 

Bir, How does my child, my boy i my father too^ 
1 hear, he is Irving lUIl. 

I/a. Well both, both well : 
And itiaty he prove a father to your hopes 3 
Tho' we have found him none. 

Bir. Come, no more tears. 

I/a. Seven long years of fx^row fol- your lofs^ 
Have monrn'd with m« 

Bir. And all my days behind 
Shall be employed in a kind recompence 
For thy afflidions Can't I fee my boy ? ' , 

I/a. Ht^s gone to bed : I'll have him brought- to yOU. 

Bir. To-morrow I ft all fee him | I want r^ 
Myf«tf, after my weary pilgrimage. ' 

I/a. Alas ! what ihall I get for you ? 

Bir. Nothing but reft, my love ! to night I would iftol 
Be known, if poffible, to your family ; 
I&emy nurfe is withyouj her-Wekome .. . . 

Would 
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Would be teiioQs at this tine 1 
To- morrow will do beu«r. 

I/a. ril difpofeof ber^ and order every thing 
As yoa would have it» [fMf/>« 

^/r. Grant gne bat life, good Heav'n, and giro 4he 
means 
To make this wond'rous goodnefs fome amends ; 
And let me then forget her, if I can ! 

! fhe deferves of me much more than I 
Can lole for her, tho' I again conld veniure 
A father, and his fortune, for her love. 
You wretched fathers ! blind as fortune all ! 
Not to perceive that foch a woman's worth 
Weighs dovvn the p>ftions you provide your font. 
What haa fhe, in my abfence, undergone I 

1 muft not think of that ; it drives me back 
Uf»9Q myftlfi the fated cavfe of alli 

Ifafeella r//i^rv# , 

I/a. Iktve^bey/dyonr^toafo/e; 
Every thing is reiidy for yQU« 

Sir^ I am waa^ QOthiBg herfri* fxiilWBng theft 
All my d<fire6 have carry^d to their aim 
Of happinef^ | there's no room for a wifli» 
But to continue ilill this blefling to me. 
I know the way, my love, I Siall.ileep &uttd* 

I/a. Shall 1 help to undrefsyou ? 

Bi'r, By no means ; 
I've been fo long a ftave to others pride» 
To learn, at leaft, to wait ppon nyfelf ; . 
You'll make hafle after ■ ■ [Gwin* 

I/a, I'll bat fay my prayers, and follow you— *^ 
My prayers ! no, I moti ne'er pray agfttn. 
Prayers have their bledings to reward' our hopes : 
But I have nothing left to hope for more. 
What Heav'n cou'd give^ I have enjoy'd ; but not» 
The baleful planet nfcson my fate, 
And what's to come, is a long line of woof 
Yet I may fcoj-ten it**-«- 
I promis'd him to folio w««^-^]Mn3» It. 

Ma Is 
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Js he without a name? Birdtt^ my hufband'i 

To follow him to bed my husband! ha! 

What then is VtHttcy ^ but yefterday 
That very bed received him for its lord ; 
Yet a warm witnefs of my broken vows. 
To fend another to ufurp his room. 

i?/r«» / hadd thou come but one day fooner, 

1 \vou*d have followed thee through beggary, 
1 hrough all ihe chances of this weary life, 
Wander'd the many ways of wretchednefs 
With thee, to find a hofpitable grave; 

For that's the only bed that's left me now. \Weepingi 
—What's to be done— for fomething muft be doAe. 
Two hufbands ! yet not one 1 by both cnjoy'd. 
And yet a wife to neither! hold my brain— - 
This is to live in common 1 very beafts, ■ 

That welcome all they meet, make jaft fuch wives* 
: My reputation 1 O, 'twas all was left me ; 
The virtuous pride 6f an ancenfur'd life; 
Which the dividing tongaes of Biron*B wrongs,' 
And FilUrey^s refcntments tear afunder, 
To gorge the throats of the blafpheraing rabble. 
This is the bed of what can come to-morrow. 
Be/ides old Baldivinh triumph in my ruin. 

I cannot bear it — * 

Therefore to-morrow. Ha ! a lucky thought 
Works the right way to rid me of 'em all, 
All the reproaches, infamies, and fcorns. 
That every tongue and finger will find for me. 
Let the juft horror of my apprehenfions 

But keep me warm no matter what can come, 

'Tie but a blow ^if it fhonld mifs my heart 

But every part is mortal to fuch wounds. 

Yel I will fee him firft 

Have a laft look to heighten my defpair. 

And then to reft for ever [Going* 

Biron metts her. 



Bir. Defpair! and reft for ever ! Ifahelh! 
Thcle words are far from thy condition ;. 



And 
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And be they ever fo. I heard thy voice, 
And couM not bear thy abfence : come, my love ! 
You have (laid long ; there's nothing, nothing furc 
Now to defpair of in fucceeding fate. 

I/a. I am contented to be miferable. 
But not this way ; I've been too lone abusM, 
Apd can believe no more ; ^ 

Let me ileep on, to be deceiv'd no more. 

Bir, Look up, my love, 1 never did deceive thee. 
Nor ever can ; believe thyfelf, thy eyes 
That firft enflam'd, and lit me to thy love, 
Thofe ilars, that ftill mail guide me to my joys. 

1/a, And me to my undoing. I look round 
And find no path, but leading to the grave. 

Bir, I cannot underfland thee. 

^fy* My good friends above, 
I thank *em, have at laft found out a way, 
To Slake my fortune perfefl ; having you» 
I need no more ; my fate is finidi'd here. 

Bir* Both our ill fates, I hope. 

I/a, Hope is a lying, fawning flatterer. 
That (hews the fair fide only of our fortunes* 
To cheat us caficr into our fall ; 
A trufted friend, who only can betray you ; 
Never believe him more. If marriages 
Are made in heav'n, they (hould be happier. 
Why was I made this wretch ? 

Bir, Has marriage made thee wretched ? 

I/a. Miferable, beyond the reach of comfort, 

Bir, Do I live to hear thee fay fo ? 

Ifa, Why! what did I fay? 

Bir. That J have made thee miferable. 

I/a, No: you are my only earthly happincfs, 
And my falfe tongue bely'd my honeft heart, 
If it faid otherwife. 

Bir, And yet you faid, 
Your marriage made you miferable. 

I/a, I know not what I faid: 
I've faid coo much, unlefs 1 could fpeak all. 

M 4 Bir. 
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Bir. Thy words are wiW ; my eyes, mjrrun}i my 
heart 
Were all fo fall of thee, fe mnch employed t 

In wonder of thy charms, I could act lud it : 
Now I perceive it plain—-— 

I/a. YouMl tell nobody— U>ififa*ilj. 

Btr. Thou art not well. 

I fa, Inf^eed I am not ; I knew that before^ ^ 

Put Where's the remedy ? . 

Bir. Reft will relieve my cares : comey come, namore, 
1*11 baniih forrow from thee. 

I/a, Baniih firft the caufe, 

Bir, Heav'n knows how williagly* 

I/a, You are the only caofe. 

Bir, Am I the caufe ? the caofe of thy Aiiifoftatt«» ? 

l/a> The fataf innocent caufe all my woet^ - 

Bit. Is this my welcome hosie ? thia^ tKft je^tNud - '^ 
Of all my miferies, long laboars, paioi, 
And pining wants of wretched flavery^' 
Which I've out-liv'd, only in hopes of thee ^ 
Am J thus paid at laft for dcathlei^ l««e I • 
And caird the caofe of thy mislbrtoBes now i 

I/a, Eaquire no more ; 'twill be expUlo'd tfeftoit, 

Bir. What! caiift thou leave me €00-? \U§fi0^kir. 

I/a. Pjwy let me go : 
' For both our fakes permit me— — • 

B'r, Rack me not with imaginations 
Of things impo(fible-— ^Thou caa'ft not mcHA 

What thou haft faid ^yet fomething flie muft mean 

. 'Twas madnefs all Compofe tbyfelf, my love! 

The fit is paft ; all may be weU agaio^ • 
Let us to bed. 

I/a.^ To bed ! you've rais'd the ftorm 
Will (tvtr us for ever. O my Biron ! 
While I havfe life, ftiil I muft call you mine : 
J know I am, and always was unworthy 
To be the happy partner of your love 1 { 

And now muft never, never ftiare i; more, 
gut, oh ! if ever J w^sjjcar to you^ 

Af 
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As fiMaftsmpftyon hvre tjipagbt me ; on my Jcoe^it. 
(The laft time I flial] care to be believ'd) 
I beg yoo, brg-tPthiAJc ove ianocent, ^ 
Clear of all crimes, tl^gt thus can b^nitti me 
From this world's comforts* in my lofing yon. 
Brr. Where will this end i 
I/a. The ragged hand of fate hat gQt between 
Our meeting h««rt0, and thcuft 'cm from their joys^ 
Since we muft part— - 
Bir. Nothing fliall ever part us. 
^a. Parting's the lead that is fet 4own for xr^e :. 
Heav'n has decreedyand wemuftfuffer all. 

Bir, I know thee innocent ; I ]cnow myfelf fo^ 
Indeed we both have been unfortunate : 
Bstiure miafortimea ne'er were faults in love. 

I/a. Oh ! (here's a fatal (lory to be told ; 
Be detf to ihat,^ as heav'n has been to me ! 
And rot the tongue that ibaU reveal my fhame. 
When thou ihalthear how much thou haH been wron^'4»^ 
How wilt thou carfe thy fond bclievins heartj 
Tear me from the warm bofom of thy 7ove« 
And throw me like a pois'nous weed away. 
Can I bear that? bear to be cors'd and torn». 
And thrownt>ut from thy family and name. 
Like a difeafe.i^ can I bear this from thee I 
I never can ; no^ all things have their end* 
When I am deady £u:give and pity me. [Exit^. 

Bir. Yet flay, if the fad news at laH muft come» 
Thou aft my ttU» and bcft may fpeak my doom. 

[Exit aftpr hen- 



A C T V. S C E N E L 

EnUr Blrofi, Tfur/ifiUrmmg b$r^ 

liV.T Knt>w enough; ih' important queftion> 

Jl Of life or death, fearful to be refolv'di 

I dear'd to me : I fee vv^^^e it muft end ;» ^ 

Mr 
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And heed enquire no more— —pray Ut me Ww^ 
Pen, ink, and paper, I nauft write a'wiitfe; • w . . . 
And then I'll try to reft— to refl! for ever. iExkNUrfi. 
Poor Iftthilia ! now I know the caufe, 
The caufe of iby'diftrefs, and cannot wonder * 

That it haj turned thy brain. If I look^mck 
Upon thy lofs, it will diftraft me too. 
O, any carfe but this might be remov'd ! 
But 'twas the rancorous malignity 
Of all ill ftacs combiu'd, of heav*n, and fate» 
To put it quite oat of their mercies reach. 
To fpcak peace to us ; if they could repfcnr. 
They cannot help us now. Alas ! I Vave t ' 
Why do I tax the ftars^ or heav*n, or fate ?•»•** - 
They are atl innocent of driving us - "' ^ 

Into defpair ; they have not urg^d my doorn-^ 
My father, and my btrother are my fatesi' 
' That drive me to my ruin. They knew welF 
'I was alive ; too wetl they knew how dear 
My 7/rt^^//f7— O my wife no more! 

How dear h^ love was to me yet they ftoodw 

With a malicious filent joy, ftood by. 
And faw her give up all my happinefs. 
The treafijre of her beauty, to another; 
Stood by, and faw her married to another. 

cruel father \ and unnatural brother ! 
Shall I not tell you th^t you have undone me ? 

1 have but to accufe you of my wrongs. 

And then to fair forgotten fleep, or deatb> 

Sits heavj^ on me, and benumbs my pains: 
Either is welcome; but the hand of death 
Works always fure, arid bell" can clofc my cye^. - 

[£;r// BirODw 
Enter N'ur/e and Sampfbn. 

Nur/e, H^e*s ftrange things towards Samf/an: what 
will be the end of 'em, do you think ? 

San, Nay, marry Nurfe, J can't fee fo far: bat the 
law, I believe, is on Biron^ the firft hu (band's nde. ■ 
. Nur/u Yesi no q^ueftion^^he has the law on his fide, 

^atiu 
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Sam* For I iiav« heard* the law Tays^a woman mull j>e 
a widow, all ootfereayeai'Sy before ihe can. marry agata, 
accurding to law.. 

Nur/e» Ay, foitdoes; and oar lady has not been a 
widow altogetkerfevea years. 

Sam Why then, NBrfe» mark my words* and iay I told 
you fo: the man muft have his mare a^aio, and all will 
do well. 

Nur/e. But if our new mafter VilUroj cornea back 
again 

Sam. Why, if he doe^, he i« not the firil man that has 
had his wife taken from him. 

Nur/e, For fear of the ivorft, will you go. to (heboid 
county defire-hjm to come as foon as he can, there miry 
be mifchief} and he is able to prevent it. 

Sam. Now you fay (broething ; now I take you, Nurfe, 
that will do well iadeed : mifchief ihoold be prevented ; 
a little thing will make a quarrel, when there's a woman 
in the way. Til ^bout it inHantly^— - \Ex€um. 

SCENE dratotit Jhews BIron ajleep on a couch* 

Ifabella comes in to bim. 

Ifa. Afleep io foon ! O happy ! happy thou I 
Who thus can'il ileep : I never ihall fleep more. . 
If then to deep be to be happy, he 
AVho fleeps the longeft, is the happieft ; 
Death is the lon^eft fleep. O ! have a care, 
Mtfchief will thrive apace. Never wake more ; [Ti Bin 
If thou didft ever love thy Ifabella^ 
To-morrow muft be dooms-day to thy peace* 
The ijght of him difarms ev'n death itfelf. 
The ftarting tranfport of new quick'ning life 
Gives juft fuch hopes; and pleafure grows again 

With looking on him^ Let me look my laft-~r 

But is a look enough for parting love ! "- 
Sure I may take a kifs— — where am I going I 
Help> help me, ^/7/<r5v/—— mountains, an.d fea* 

M6 Divide 
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Divide yoorlo^e never tbaiecliirf fttoifetf • ' i 

rai/es Aer/i(f ufum i^ di»^^ 
Wbat will this b«etf0t>f dM^ brain 4o wkH die ! 
This little ball, this ravag'd pfovnice« 'hibg 
Cannot maintaaii***— Theg^lobo^feartH waiKs re>i> 
And food for fack a war— *-*i Hadb iHn^gMg— <-^ 
Famine, plagues, and flanges, 
Wfde'Wfll^e ao^ d0iblad«a» to yoaa<wofkr 
Upon the world, and then dtvoar yoarfelwr.- 

The fceneOii^ faft..^[^i# ^>,] wbA now *tia bet* 

ter with me. 
' Conftiding paftoas have at.laft ttnliiog'ti^ • 
The great machine ; the fonl ttftif ketet^c)MX^d:^ • >* i 
O, 'tis a happy r^wlation here! * ' ^ , 

The reasoning fatuities are all depoftM, i 

Jodgmcnt* and »n<ierftanQiRg, common Umfbt 
Driv'n out, as traitors to the public peace:. 
Now I'm reveng'd »poii my mcmpory. 
Her feat dug up, where all the images 
Of a long mifpeivt li^ were r ifinp ftilU 
To glare a fad reile£kioh of my crimes, 
And ilab a confcieace through *em t you are fafr^ 
You monitors of mifchieft what a changed 
Better and better (lili ! this is the infant ft ale 
Of innocence^ belbre the birth of care. 
My thoughts are fmooth as the Eljufian plain* 
Without a rub t the drowfy folliag HreanM 
Invite me to their flumber«. 

Wottld 1 were landed there-*-^ iSinh hth a ehidr-^ 

What noife was that \ a knockmg at tbe gate! 
It may be FiUtrfy-^^^no matter who. 

J?/>. Come, Ifahflla^ come---*-^ [Mtt>t> ina^iom*, 

l/a. Hark, I am called. 

Bir, You ftay too long frwsi me* 

Ija. A man's voice \ in my bed! how came he thevef 

Nothing but vjllaifiy in this bad world ; 
C<rpHfb{ tu^ighbiOttrs goods, or neighboars wi^a i 
Cnckolas or cuckold-makers every where ;. 

6 Herc'^ 
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llkanm jth ^hmt^f mtd ^e«# ituiw^d ^^ A^<9tttb.^ 
Breathing 9> v«in ia th« only Kinedy. 
Wfay, ait thi» rate»/UA Ua|M»flible join aa 
Honed man to keep his wife to himfelf ; 
The orade nuft dH-ive they fay 
If htt(bajui*s go to heav'd» 
Where do they go, that fend 'em ? ■■■■ This to try* 

[Jnft i^^^S t^fl^^ bi^9 h* rifes^fitkmvas Jhimk 
What do I feel. [Sitfuh^ 

Mir. My J/kMU / arm'd I 
J/a* Agiind my hnfbmnd'sWhl 
Who, bat the wrfsteh, moA reprobutt to gmce, 
Pefpairem.hai^eft'd for damnatioB, . , ; 

Coald think of fach a deed I mucder my ho&and r 
£ir. Thoa did*ft. not think it. 
I/a. Madaefs hat bfoiighc me to the g^tcs.of hrii^ , . 
And there has left me. O the frighlfai change 
Of my diftra^ions ! or ta- f his interval 
Of reafon, but to aggrai^ate my woes ; 
To drive the horror back wkh greater force 
Upon my foul, aad fix me mad for ever f i 

Bir. Why doft thon fly me fo ? 
J/a, I cannot bear hit fight ; di(lra£lioii, come» 
Poifefs me all, and take me to thyielf j^ . . 

Shake off my chains, and haften to my aid ; 
Thou art myxoid y cnre-«i«— like other friends^ . . 
He will not come la my aecfiffiues } 
Then I muil go to find the tyrant out | 
Whieh isjhe neareft way f «>«-^ [Rtmnhj^ «a/^ 

Bir. Poor IJakiil^ flic's aoi ift a coftdition 
To give me any comfort, if (he could ; 
LsA to herielf ; aa quickly I iball be 
To all the world. Death had been au>ft welcome^ 
From any hand but hers ; fbe never could x . 

2>eferve to be the executioner, , ^ 

To take my life ;. nor I to fall by her* 

' EMtir Nur/i. t ,..; vi 

Nurfg. Sir, there's fomehody at the dQ(\ri gtnftiif^ej. 

fpeak with you ; he woa*t tell his name^ , \.] ■•: >,j > 
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Sir. I come to him—— [Exit Nur/e» 

'Tis Btllfmrd^ 1 fuppofe; he little knows 
Of what has happened here; I wanted him^ 
And moil employ hts friendihip— — « [Exit* 

SCENE changtito tht Jirett. 

Carlos wttrs 'with three ruffians. 

Car, A younger brother I I was one too long* 
Not to prevent my being To again ■ ■■ 
We rauft be fudden-*-— Yoonger brothers aye 
But lawful baftajads of another name, 
Thrufl out of their nobility of birth 
And family, and tainted into trades. 
Shall I be one of 'em ? bow, and retire. 
To make more room for the aawieldly heir 
To play the fool in } No. 
But how fhall I prevent it ! Biron cornea 
To take poiTefljon of my father's love ; i 
Would that were all ; there is a birth-right too 
That he will feize— — -befides, ii Birou lives 
He will unfold fome pradices, which I 
Cannqt well anfwer.-— .therefore he (hall die ; . 
This night mull be difpos'd of: I have means 
That will not fail my purpofe— •Here ke comes. 
Bir. Ha 1 am I befet ? I live but to revenge me. 

\T bey furround him fighting ; Villeroy enters 'mitb f*t»9 

ftrmantSy they re/cue him ; Carlos and his party rnn» 

Biron very muih vtcundedt o/ee ef Villeroy'/ fir" 

H/ants firuggiing §n the gr§u>ul wdth one of the Ruf-^ 

fians* 

Fil How are you, fir ? mortally hurt, I fear. 

Takc^ care and lead kim in. . [Biron led in by afer'uant. 

Serv. Here's one of 'em. [Villeroy andfarvant,fecure 

him, 
ViU O 'tis very well ; I'll make you an exanxple. 

\^hey lead him in. 
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SCENE {%aH£ij to tbt infidi hfthe bouft. ' 

Enur Ifabella. 

Ifa. Murder my hufband ! O ! I miift not dare . ^ 

To think of living on ; my defperace handy 
In a mad rage, may ofi«r it again ; 
Stab any where, but there. Here's joom enough 
In my oivn breaft, to ad the fury in. 
The proper fccne ai miichief. Villeroy comes ; 
Villeroy and Biton come : O ! hide me from 'em-— ^i 
They rack, they tear; let 'em carve oat my limbs. 
Divide my body to their equal claims ? 
My foul is only BircH's; that is free. 
And thus I Jlrike for him, and liberty, 

[Going tojiaif btrfilf, Villeroy runs in, and pn^t^nts 
btr^ by taking tht daggir from ber» 

FiL Angels defend and fave thee i 
Attempt thy precious ]ife ! the Creafury 
Of nature's' fwcets ! life of my little .world ! 
Lay violent hands upon thy innocent felf ! 

I/a. Swear I am innocent, and I'll believe yoor 
What would you have with me ? pray let me go» 

Are you there, fir ? yon are the very man 

Have done all tUi*— *-*Yoa would have made 
• Me believe, you married me; but the fool 
W#a wifer 1 tllank you ; his not all gofpel 
You men preach upon that fubje^l, 

/<7/. Doll thou not know me ? 

IJir, O, yes, very well. [Staring on bim* 

You are the widow's comforter, that marries 
Any woman, when her hufband's out of the way. 
But I'll never, never take your word again. 

•/% I am thy •loving hufband. 

I/a, I have none ; no hufband [IVeeping^ 

Never had but one, and he dy'd at Candy^ 
Did he not ? I'm fure you told me fo ; you. 
Or fomebody, with juft fuch a lying look. 
As you have now ; fpeak,. did he not die there'? 
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F$L Hedid»m|rlife! / 

^« Bttt fwetr it» qoickly fweas« 

Biron rn/m ilc^ify, ^nd leaning upon hit/va^ri^ 

Before ihat fcreamtng evidence appears^ 
In bloodjr proof agaiad me^ — o^— 

\ShtjHim^ ^kaonk'fwonrimo a thmr^ Vil. 6e(ps her^ 

ViL Help there, Niiife»>dierr are fWii 
Ha ! I am diftradecl too ! [G^mg to^ cm/Ifor Mf/m Bifos^ 
J?/>M alive 1 

Bir. TkeoaSy wretch tm earth thftt>«Mtft not Uy«« 

ya. i^«r#«» w ^iii^#f0^ maft iMt» ihat^a jiecretd*. . . 

JBsr. You've fav'd me from the htndt of aRu^esfetst 
Would you had aee» for iife'a my greeted pUf^ea ^ ^ ' 
And then of all the world, you are the ouaa t . 

I would not be obliged to I/oheiUi 

I came to fall before thee : I bad ^y^d 

Happy» not to have found your FilLwey hare*. . 

^A long farewd, and a laft parting kiA. [^^/ ifif* 

/I/. A kifs, coafttfioD \ it nouft be your laft. lD^4iwj^ 

Bir* I know it niuft-*--^here 1 give up thai death 
You but delayM. Since what U paft hat been 
The work of fate, thus we mja& fiaaih it. 
Thruft home, be fure^-^ IFaUt dt*ujim, 

ViU Alas \ he faints \ foaae help there. 

Bir, Thia letter i« my laH, laft dyii^ caiv t 
Give it my father-**— \Dihs^ 

Vil. He's goae : let what will h» ihec9ftftn|tt«acie«. < 
111 give It him. I have involved myfelf«, . 
And would be clear'd ; that muft be thought. on new. 
'My care of her is loft in wild amaase. > \G9ing *» lAu. 
Are you all dead withio there I Where^ fvlkeie are f^f 

lEjvit.. 

Ifa. Where have I been \ methinks I ftand upoa 
The brink of life, ready to fiioot the gidph 
That lies between me and the realfla? of reft j: , i.m / 
But ftill detain'd,. I cannot pafs the ftreight^ 

g^y*d ;oUve«\and yet I muft not die. 
oom'd to come back^ like a cptn^aihiugghjeflif 
-v-j , To* 
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To my unbury'd body— —Here it lies, 

Jfif body, fon], and life. A little dud 

To cover oUr eold Hmbs It the dark grave. 

There, there we fliall fleep fafe and foand together* '; 

, , V EtOir Villeroy wthfimfants^ 

ViU Poor wretch ! «poa (he groacd ! ibe^t not her- 

Remore her from the body. \Zir'vants going to ritifi hr* 

Ifu, Never, never : 
Yoa have divorcM tts onco, hut (hall no inore« 
:iid|p, iKlp me, Biron ; ha ! bloody and dead \ 
O marder, morder ! yoo have done this deed ! 
Vengeance I a«d murder i bury us together ; 
Do any thing but part ua* 

FiU GenUy» semtly raiie het<«i^ \, 
She ffiuft be for^d away» 

{SU drags tbi iodj afttr iar^ A^ gii bir Him$0iif 
. arm/yOft^caFrjtbir oji 
Ifit. O^ they teat ma ! cat off my hafubt 
Let me leave fomethioB wUh^him^ 
They'll da4him.£i&-.» 

cruel, cruel men ! 

This you mnft w&fwes one day* 

FiL Good aurie» take careof her: [Hm^/Mi'm biri 
Sted for all helps : all, all that I an w#rth. 
Shall cheaply boy her peace of mind again. 
Be fure you da [To ^trvanu 

Jufl as I order'd you. The ftorm grows loud, 

[Knpiking ^ ibt ihor. 

1 am pftpar*d iot it ; now let them in. 

J^nur C>««/ Baldwin, Carlos, Bellfor^, Frederick, muitb 

C. Bald. O do I live to this unhappy day I 
Where is my wretched ion ? 
Car. Where is my brother ? 

[Tbfy>jH^ imdgmb^t ahmi th h^. 
^/7. I hop^ ift bc«»v>. ' .;:..' 

Car. 
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Car. Can'il thou pity hiaiy 
W](h him in heav'n? When thoa haft done a deed* 
That muft forever cut thee from the hopes 
Of ever coming there ? 

Fil, I do not blame you. 
You have a brother's Hght to be concerned 
For his untimely death ■ 

Car. Untimely death indeed 1 

FiL But yet you mufl not fay, I was the caufe. 

Car. Not you the caufe I why, who fhoold moidcr 
him ^ 
We do not aflc you to accufe yourfcif : 
But ] muil fay that you have murder'd h'm i 
And will fay nothing elfe, 'till julHce dra«^t 
Upon our fide, at the loud call of blood» 
To execute fo foul a murderer. 

£eli. Poor BirotTf Is this thy welcome home ? 

Fr^y. Rife, fir, thexe is a comfort in revenge, 
Which yet is left you. ^ [^o C. Baldwin, 

Car. Take the bodv hence. [Biroa carriid of. 

C. ^tfA/.tWhat could provoke you ? 

Fil. Nothing cou4d piivoke mo 
To a bafe murder ; which, I find, yoa think 
Me guilty of: I know my innocence : ' 
My fervants too can witnefs that I drew 
My fword in his defence, to refcue him** 

Bell. Let th«^ fervants be call'd. 

FreJ. Let's hear what they can fay. 

Car^ What they can fay ! why, what flioutd fervants 
fay ? 
They're his accomplices, his instruments, 
And will not charge themfelves. If they could dtr' 
A murder for his Srvice ; they can lie, 
Lie nimbly ; and fwear hard to bring him off. 
You fay, you drew your fword in his defence ? * 

Who were his enemies ? Did he need defence?* ^ 
Had he wrong'd any one? Could he have caufe 
To apprehend a danger but from you ? 
. And yet yoa^rcfcu'd him \ no, no, hecam« 
UnieaibnabJy^ (that was all his crime) ^ . * - 

Unluckily 
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Unluckily to interrupt your fport : 
You were new marry'd, marry'd to his wife ; 
And therefore you, and fhe, and all of you, 
(For all of you I muft beiisre concern'd) 
Combined to murder him out of the way, <> 

^^//. Ifitbefo. 

Car, It can be only fo, 

Fred. Indeed if has a face. ' *" 

Car, As black as hellv 
• C^ Bald, The law will do me juftices fend for the ma* 
gitlrate. 

Car. rilgo myfelfforhim— — {Eieit* 

ViL Theu ftrong prefumptions, I mufl: own tndeedr 
Are violent againft me ; but I have 
A wicnefs, and on this tide heav'n too* • - 

Fnd, What cries are thofe ? 

FiL Open that door : 

» • • , ^ ■. 

SCENE opiuid^fiiws Pedro pn a raci: _ ^^ ^ 
Here's one can tell vou all. 

Pid. All, all : take me but from the tack, TU ccufefd 
all. I can hold oat no longer. 

FiL You and your acoomplices defiga'd 
To murder '^/>0j!r ^ fpeak. . . j 

Pid, We did. 

FiL Did you <ifigage upon your pHvate wrongs^ 
Or were employed ? 

Ped. He never did us wrong. 

,F$L YoD were (et on then. 

Pid, O ! wc were fet on, 

FiL What do you know of me? 

Pid, Nothing, nothing ; 
You fav'd his life ; and have difcover'd me. 

FiL Take him down. 

C. Bald. Hold. 

FiL He has acquitted me. 
If you wou'd be refolvM of any thing. 
He (lands upon his anfwer. 

C. Bald, Wko fet you en tQ.aa this iiorridc deed I ' 

Fid. Kill me outi^right ; let all dici guilt beiobiae. . 

C.Bald; 
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C. J?^i^. ra knaw the villain ; give me quick his 
name. 
Or I (hall tear it from thy bleeding heart. 
Pull bard, raek» torture him 

PiJ. O ! I Gonfefs. 

C.BaU. Do then. 

Peil, It was tny malter» Carlos^i your own fon. 

C. i^tf/i/. O monftrous ! monilrous ! moft unnatoral! 

Fred, Did he employ you to murder hia own brot^herl 

jP^</« He did, and he waf with us when 'twas doie^ 

C. BaU. If this be true, which is impoffible* 
III) but jttft upon me: JS^/maV wrongs • ' '- 

^uft*be reveng'd ; and I the caufe of aH,. 
» Fred, What will yoii do with him ? 

C. Bald. Now, take him down : ! ' ' 

I know too much. 

FtL I had forgot \, yout wretched* dying fpn, 
Gave me thfis letter for yotu • . fOhfts it to Baldwbi* 
I dare deliver it : if it fpeaks> cJ n|Q» 
I pfayi to hme ii:ieMt 

C. Bald* Yon know the Inaidk. ^ ' 

S(l. I knttw 'ti& ^jfeMfa haodb ^ 

C. Bald. Pray read it. 

Mifiord ifMrfr AkiMrn. 
SIR, ■ y 

T Find I am come only to lay tny d^th at ycstr door j / am 
•^ rtovf going out of the *voorldt Imf cannot- forgiiie you, nor 
my brother Carlos, for not hifidfring my toor wft Ifabeih 
from marrying njuifh ViWercy, hvi^enyou tfotb kne<Wy/¥om/o 
many letters, that I njias ali*ve. — * 

B 1 R (>K. 

ViU How I did you ktiow it then ? 
Q% Bald. Amazement ! aH. 

Enter Carlos nmth Ojgiceru 
O Carles I are you come ? your brathe» htt^ - 
{face in a wretched letter, lays hae death 



Oa 
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On youy and me : have you done aftf iMig 
To haften his fatal end ? 

Car, Blefs me> fir» I do any tHiiig? who, I! 

C ^tfM He talks of letters tliat W4te ftiu to «s^t. .^ 
I never heard of any t did you know 
He was alive ? 

Car, Alive ! heaven knows, noc L 

Cn SaUL Had joo no news of him, fi«in a feport^ 
Or letxcr never ? 

C^r. Never, never, I« - 

Bel. Thaf 8 ftrange indeed : I know he often writ 
to lay before you the condition [To fialdwia« 

Of his hard flavefy : and more I know, 
That he had feveral anfwers of his letters : 
He (aid they came from you ; yOu are kis brrotker. 
. Car^ Never from me. 

Bel, That will appear. 
The letters I believe are ilill aboot hkn t 
Far fome of 'em I faw but yefterday. 

C. BaU, What did th^ofe anfwers fay ? ' 

BtL I cannot fpeak to the p^rticulats } 
But I remember well the fam of 'em 
Was mach the fame, and ^11 agreed. 
That there was nothing to be hop'd from yotf ; 
That 'cwas your barbarous refolution, 
To let him perifh there. 

C. Bald, O Carlos ! Carlos ! hadfl thott been a i)rotbef# 

Car* This is a plot upon me ; t never knew 
He was in flavery, or was alive. 
Or heard of him^ before this fatal hour. 

BeL There, fil-, I muft confront you ; 
He fent you a letter, to my knowledge, lall night; 
And you fent him word you would come to him s 
I fear you came too foon. 

C. BaU, 'Tis all'too plain* 
Bring oat rhat wretch before biin. [tddropriJiu^d. 

Car, Ha! Pedro there! then t ato caught indeed. 

Bel. You ftart at ri|;kf (^ htfAi, 
He has conftA the Moody d€ed. 
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Car, Well then, }i« has confeft. 
And I mail anfwer it. 

^//. Is there no more f 

C^,. Wb)c, what wonld you have more ? I know ih^ 
worft. 
And I expe^ it. 

C. Bald. Why had; thou done all tliis ? 

Car. Why, that which damns mod men, has ruin'd me. 
The making of my fortune. Bircn flood . , 

Between me; and your favour ; while he liv'd, 
I^had not that ; hardly was thought a fon ; 
And not at all a. kin to your eilate. 
I could not bear a younger brother's lot, . 
To live depending, upon courtefy. 
Had you provided for me like a father, 
I had been ftill a brother. 

C. Bald. 'Tis too true, 
I never lovM thee, as I fhon'd have done 5 
■ Jt was my fin, and I am puniih'd for't. 
O ! never may difllnjflion rife again 
In families : let parents be the tame 
To all their children ; common in their care. 
And in their love of 'em : I am unhappy 
For loving one too well. 

FiL You knew ypur brother liv'd ; why did you take 
Such pains to marry me to Ifabella ? 

Car.. I had my reafons for't. 

Fred. More theu I thought you had. 

Car. But one was this; 
I knew my brother lov'd his wife fo well. 
That if he ever ihou'd come home again, 
He cou'd not long out-live the lofs of her. - 

Bel. If you rely'd on that, why did you kill him ? 

Car, To make all fure. Now you arjcanfwer'd all* 
Where muil I go ? I'm tir'd 6f your queftions. 

C. BjhU,, I leave thejudge to tell thee what thou art : 
A father e^uBot fiod^it nan>e for thee. ^ 

But parricide is higheil treafon fure 
To facred nature's laws;. and mull be fo, 
^0 ftntenc'd in thy crimes. Take him away— — 

The 
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The violent remedy is found atjaf^ 
That -drives thee out, thou poifon of my blood» » . 

Infeifled long, and only foul in thcje. [Carloe led tff. 
Grant roe, fweet Heav^'h, thy patience, to go through 

The torment of my cure here, here begins • 

The operation— alas ! ihe's mad. 

Enter Ifabella diflraSed held by her ivom^tti her hair di' 
Jh€*vA*dy her little fon running in before^ being afraid . 
if her, 

ViU My Ifahella ! poor unhappy wretch ! 
What can I fay to her ? 

Ifa, Nothing, nothing, 'tis a babbling world, 
Fll hear ho more on't. When does the court fit ? 
ni not be bought, what ! to fell innocent blood ! 
You look like one of the pale judges here, 
Minos, or Radamanth^ or j^acus^ 
I have heard of you. 
I have a cau(e to try, an honeH: one ; 
Will you not hear it r thqn I muft appeal 
To the bright throne, call down the heavenly powers. 
To witnefs how you ufe me. 

If^cm- Help, help, we cannot hold her. 
yil. You but enrage her more* 
. C. Bald, Pray give her way, Ihe'll hurt no body. 
I/a. What have you done with him ? be was here but 
now ; 
I faw him here. Oh J?/r^#» ^iron f where. 
Where have they hid thee from me ? he is gone ■ ■ 
But here's a little flaming cherubiu-^-^ 

Child. O fave me, fave me ! [Running /^ Baldwin, 
I/a. The Mercury of heav'n* with filver wings, 
Impt for the flight, to overtake his ghoft, 
Apd bring him back again. 
Child, 1 fear fhe'U kiHrne. 

C BaU. She will not hurt thee, [Shi flings away. 
I/a. Will nothing do ! I did not hope to find 
Jullice on earth ; 'tis not in heav'n neither, 
Biron haih w^tch'd bis opportunity. 

Softly } 
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Softly ; he fteals it from the fleeping gods. 

And fends it thus. {Siah hirftifi 

Now> BOW I laagh at yoa, itiy yoa all, 

Vo« tyittnts, murderers.. 

FiL Call, call for help : O beav'n ! this was too mocle* 

C. Bald, O ! thou moft injured iftaocence I yet lire, 
iLive but to witoefs for oie to the world. 
How much I do repent oie of the wfongi, 
Th' unnatoral Wrongs, which I have heap*d on thce» 
Abd have pali'd down this judgment on us all 

ViL O fpeak, fpf ak bat a word of comfort to ifie. 

C. Bald, if the moft tepder father^s care, and love 
Of thee, and thy poor child ckn make amends ; 

yet look up, and live. 

Ifa. Where is that little wretch ? \X^0 ^^^fi ^"'* 

1 die in peace to leave him to your care. 
I have ai wretched mother's legacy, 

A dying kifs, pray let me give it him. 

My bleffing; that, that's all I have to leave thee* 

may thy father's virtffes live in thee ; 
And all his wrongs be buried in my grave. 

The waves and winds will dafh, and tempers roar ; 
But wrecks are tofs'd at laft uppn the (bore. . [/)///• 

Vil, She's gone, and all my joys of life with her* " ,^. 
Where are your officers of juftice now ? "^' 

Seize, bind me, drag the to the bloody bar. 
Accufe, cobdemn me; let the fentence reach 
My hated life, no matter how it comes, 
I'll thiiilc h jiift, and thank yoti as it falls. 
Self-murder is deriy*d mei elfe how foon 
Could I be paft the pain of my remembrance ! 
But I moft live, grow gray with ling'ring grief, 
To die at laft in telling thi) fad tale. 

C. -fffl/<^.Poor wretched orphan of moft wretched parents! 
'Scaping the ftorm, thou'rt thrown upon a rock, 
To perifti there 5 the very rocks wou'd melt ; 
Soften their tiaturc fure to fofter thee : 

1 find it by myfelf. My flinty heart. 

That barren rock, on which thy father ftarv'd 

Opens 
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Opens its fprings of nourifhment to thee t 

There's not a vein bat (hall run milk for thee. 

O had I pardon'd my poor Bironh fault ! 

His firil, his only fault, this had not been^ 

To erring youth there's fome compaffion due ; 1 

Bot while with rigour you their crimes purfue, > 

What's their misfomifie, is a crime in you. J 

Hence learn, offending chiMren to forgive s 

Leave paniihrneac to hc«v'fi, ^tis heav'n's prerogative* 



Vol. It N E P I- 
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EPILOGUE: 



Spokes kf Mrs. Vbrbruqgen. 

J}J O IF Uli me, nuben yon faw tht lady iie^ 

Wtr^yu fitit puxxUd fir a rta/on nAfbjP 
jS hux4m Jmrnjilt stnd •/ pi^y^ouft^a^e, . . * / 
lf6f4^^but'lPVitb* tmJ9ynMa^o/ab^a€iJ * ' ^ i ^ 
ITtrt ibut tbi on^y marriagi'curjt imftprt, 
Honu many vifonld <$mp9Mnd to/ufflr more^ 
Andytt Unft §m^ witb com/on^ /o ibrei/e§r4 ? 
But cm our Exits tbtn is no relying : 
Wt *w»min an/o wbimfical in dying* 
Some pirn a^ayfir lo/s of ergling filltmus ; 
Nay/omt ba^ue dfdfir lo^e^ us ft or its tell nt. 
Somt, fay our bijlorits, tbongb long 4tg4f 
For ba^vingnndergont a rape, or fo. 
Plunged tbe fill daggtr 9 wit bout mor^ ado* 
But timo bas laugb^ d ibofi follies out offift>ion ; 
And fire tbtfll never gain tbe approbation 
Of ladies *wbo confedt tbeir reputation* 
For if a rape nmft be efteem^d a curfi^ 
Grim deatb, and publication make u «wor/t « 
Should tbe opinion of tbe luorld be trfd^ 
V^efllfcatce give judgment on tbe plaint iff* sftde ; 
For all mnft own^ *tis moft£gr£giont non/enfe^ 
To die for being pleased, nuitb a/afi confcience* 
Nay, look not on your fani^ mor turn aqjuay. 
For tell me, ladies^ iviy do you marry, pray P 
Bat to enjoy jour wifies as you may* 



] 
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T R A G E D T. 

^ As it was A£ted at the 
THEATRE ROYAL, 

By Their Majbstix«Ssrvant«9 
^. In the YsAR 1699. 

>*— Quo fata trahunt, virtus fccura fcquetuf, L V C A ir« 

Virtus reciudens immeritis moii 

t^Ium> pen^U tenut iter v», Hor. Op. U. Hb ill. 
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To hb G R A C E, 

W I L LI A M, 

DUKE of DEVONSHIRE, &c. 

Xord Steward of bU Majefty'd Houfliold, Knight of 
the mod Noble Order of the Garter, and one of bit 
Majefty*! tnoll Honourable Prlvy^Councilt 



M Y L R D, 

TH E beft part of the fortune of my laft play 
(Thi Innnrnt AdultifjJ wai, that it gave me an 
opportunity of making myfelf known to your graeei 
xou were pleafed to countenance the advance! which 
I bad been a great while direAing and aiming at you, 
gnd have fioce encouraged mejnto an induftryt 
wbich» I hope, will allow me in this play to own 

i which is the only way I can) the great obligationa I 
lave to you. 

I ftand engaged to Mra. Bibn for the occafion of a 
mod paiHonate diftrefs in my laft play \ and in a con- 
fcicnce that I had not made her a fufficient acknow- 
ledgmenty I have run farther .'into her debt for 
Oroonoko^ with a defign to oblige me to be honeft \ 
and that every one may find me out for ingratitude* 
when 1 don't fay all that's fit for mc upon that fubjefl;, 
Sbd'had a great command of the flage ; and I nave 
often wondered that fhc would bury her favourite 
hero in a novelj when fhe might have revived him in 
\\ic fcene. She thought either that no a£tor could re* 

N 3 prefent 
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prefcnt liim, oc (he could not bear b!m reprefented'r 
9iul I beltevc at laft, when I rciDembdr what I ktm 
beard fvom a friend of hers, that ihe ahvays.toid fai» 
Hkorj more feelingly than ftie wrote it. Whatevef kti 
happened to him at Surinam^ he ha« mended his con^ 
tfition in England. He was born here under yokir 
grace's influence; and that has carried his fortune fart* 
tber iiHPtthe world, than all the poetical flari that I 
couki Imve foiicited for his fuccefs. It was youy 
opinioa, nay lofd, that diredicd me to Mr, f^itbrug^ 
gen\ and. it was his care to maintain your opinion^ 
that dkeited the townto me|.the better part of it^ the 
people of equality ; whofe favours^ as i am proud of) I 
ih^l always be induftrious to preferte. 

My lord» I know the refpcdl and reverence which' 
in this addrefs I ought to appear in before you,- who^ 
are fo intimate with the ancients, fo general a knower 
of the feveral fpecies of poetry, and fo juft a judge in 
the trials of this kind. You have an abfolute power 
to arraign and €onvi£fy but a prevailing inclination to 
pardon 2x\dfav9 ; and from the humanity of your tem- 
per, and the true knowledge of the dilbculties of fuc* 
ceeding tbi« way, never aggravate or infiflr' upon 
fauhs, 

^ai aut incuriafuJitf 
Jut bumana parum cavit natura - 

HoR. Art. Poet, 

to our condemnation, where th<y are venial, and not 
ag^inft the principles of the art we pretend to. Hof^ 
rafff who found it lb, fays, 

Gratia regum 

Pier its teniata moJis, 

The favour of great men is the poet's inheritance, 
and all ages have allowed them to put in their claim ;. 
I only wifli that I had merit enough to prefer me to 

your 
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jemt ^mcer that I mi^t deferve hi hitte tfie^fbrt^ 
thikt patrona]^ which you s^e pleafed to bellow dA 
nie t that i were a H9raci for fuel) a Maanas* Th'ii 
I could defcribe what I admtrei and tell the wo H^ 
what I rcallv think, that as you poifefs thofe inBnitk 
advantages of nature and fortune in fb eminent ^4ti 
greej: thai: as yoo fo hx eiscel in the perfe^vdhi^ 
body and mind, you were defigned and faihion^da 
pr^i>eev to be the honour of the nation, and the gra<3e 
»nd omamem of the court. £ir, in the fullnefs of hap'^ 
pitie& and bleffing| which you enjoyy I can otilf 
krjtig iujiiiyiWiihes tor the continuance of them ; they 
(hall conftantly be devoted to youj^ with s^l theies*' 

' : MyLoRi>^ 

Yo^r Grace^l Qioft oblige^r 

tnoft thankful, and ^. 

moft humble fervant^ 



T. SOUTH ERNE. 
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.- •{ 
P R O L O G U Ei 

. Sent by an Unknown Hand, 
And fpokcn by Mr. Powel. 

A^ v>ken in hoJiiU times two nei^bhouringflaiis 
Strive hy tb tmf elves ^ and thxir confederates % 

y2v njoar at fir ft is made <uiif& a uik^wardJkiU^ 

And fliers clumfilj each athir Jki/1 5 
TtJ/ time at length their untaught fury tamet^ 

And into rules their heedh/s rage redaims^ .• 

Then every fcienct hy degrees is made 

Suh/erff^eHt to the man-dfjircying trade : 

Wit^ tuijdomt readings oh/er<vatiottf art^ 

Aweil-turn'd head to guide a generoiu hearts 

So it may protf <with our eonttnding ftaget^ 

I/ycnwiU kindly hut fufply their *wage^ : 

Which you with eer/e nu^ fitftiifo^ hy rotrembing 

Tour fuperjfiuitits ofnuim and nuenehing^ 

Who'd grudge tofywrefrom riot and hard drinking^ 

To lay it out on mfams to mend his thinking f 

To follow fuch advice you Jhou*d have leifure^ 

Since vjhat refines your fenfe^ refines y Out fleafurtl 

Women gro^wu tame hy ufe each fool can get^ 

But cuckolds all are mdde hy men ofwil. 

To virgin favours fools have no preten<e : 

For maidenheads ivere madifor men, offenfg^ 

*Tis not enough' to haxe a horfe ivell brest ; 

To flse-w hts mettle^ te muft be ^tvellfed : 

'Nor is it all in provender and breed. 

He muft be try'd anJfiradtCd^ to mei^d hisfpeed: 

. • AfavaufH 
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A f^our^d poetf IHt a pampered bor/t, 
JVillfirain bis eyt^balls out to win tbt ceur/i* 
Dojou hut in your ijui/doms *vcte it fit 
7'oyitld dui fuccours to tbi$ 'war of'wit, 
^bt bujkin njoitb mort graajb^l troad tbtftagt^ 
Lovejfgh in /eft er grains, btroes left ragt : 
Saiirejballjbew a triplt row of ten b^ 
Jind comedy Jhall laugbyour fops to deatb « 
Wit fiall refine^ and Ytg2i{\x% fljall foam ^ 
Audfiar in fear cb of ancient Greece and Rome-,. 
Andfince tbe nation* s in tbe conquering fit. 
As you hy arms^ ine^ll Hfonquifl? France in *wif;^ 
Tbi work were ever, cot^d our poets wriio 
Witb balfihefpirit tbat our foldiers figbt-^ 
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DRAMATIS PERSON^i 

.K y ^' , \ ME U. ' ,• . V ) 
Orooroko* Mr. FerBrvgge»4r 

A BO AN, Mr. PoHMStU^ 

LlE.UTENANT.G0VERHOl.0f SO-I ^^^ ,„.„. 

Blandpord* Mr. Harland^ 

St A N MO R B , Mr. Harden. - 

Jack Stan more, Mr. Mills, 

Captain DrfV-er, ^ Mr. q? ^ohufin%, 

Daniel, fon to Widow LACiuTTy Mr. M. Lee. 

HoTTMANy Mr. Symf/am* 

WOMEN..' 

}mo^iKDA» Mr3. R^girslhi 

Wido^ Lack ITT, ^ lAi%. Knights ., 

, ... > Mrs. VefbruPZfn* 

LucT Welldok, her fiftcr. Mrs. Xtfrai. 

Plinters, It dIan«/Negroes, Men, Women, and ChiUreik 



The SCENE, Sunnam, a colony in the Weft-lndm ; 
at the time of the a^ion of this tragedy, in the pofiel* 
fioftof the ii«jg///i&. 
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OROONOKO. 



ACT I. SCENE I. 



EfUir Welldoii ftlkwing Lttcy. 

L u c r-. 

WHAT will this come to ? what dan it end in ? 
yoa have perfuadedj me to leave dear EngUkJf 
znd 4tzrer LcnJdftf the place of the world moft wdrth 
living in, to follow you a hufband-hunting into Jmtruia: 
I thought hufbands grew in thefe plantations; 

fFeL Why fo they do, a» thick aronmger^ripeniiigi: 
one under another. Week after week they drop inta 
fofne womanV mouth : 'tis hui a littfe patience* fpread- 
Tttg yodr apron in expedation, and one of *9m will iilV 
TDto yqur lap at' laft.- 

Lue» Ay, fo you fay indeed. 

H^ef, But you have left dear Eendtn^ you fay: ^zf 
what have you left rn London that was Very dear to ybo^ 
' that had not left you before ? , 

Luc. Speak for yourfelf, fifter; '" *" '^ 

WeLNzy, I'll keep you in countenance. Theyounjj^" 
fellows, you know, the deareft part of the town, and 
without whom London had been a wildernefs to yoa and 
pie| bl^i forfaken as a great while. 

N-6> Ln€» 
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Lue. Forfakcn us ! I don't kuow iliat they ever had iM. 
M^<?/. Forfakcn us the word way, child y that is, did 
not think us worth having; they negle'ftcd us, no longer 
defign'd upon us, they were lir^d of us. Women ih Lon^ 
d^n are-Hke the rich nUcs^ they are out of fafliion a great 
while be#bre they wear out - ■ 

Luc, The devil take the fafbion, I fay. 
WiL Y011 may tumble *em over and over at their firft 
coming up, and never difparage tlieir price ; but t^ey 
ftiil upon wearing immediately, lower and lowest in their 
'value, trll they come to the broker at tail. 

Lu€* Ay, By, that's the merchant they deal with. The 
men would have us at their own fcandalou« rates ; their 
-pjenty makes 'em wanton, and in a little time, I fup- 
pofe, they won't know what they would have of the wd- 
men themfelves. 

ff^e^. O, yes, they know what they %vo»Id have They 
would have a woman give the town apattern of her peiu 
fon and beauty, a»d net (lay io it ft» lt>ag to have the- 
whole piece worn out. They would have the good face 
only difcover'd, and not the folly that commonly goes 
' Mofig with it. They fay there is a vai^ ftock of bea«ty 
10 the nation^ but a great pan of it lies in unproloable 
hands; therefore, for the good of rbe public* they would 
have a draught made once a garter, fend (he decaying 
Waaties for breeders into the country, to make room for 
. new faces to appear, to countenance the pleafores of the* 
town. 

Luf* ^Tis very hard, the men mult be young as long 
as they live, and poor women be thought decaying and> 
onHt for the town at one or two and tweaty. Vm fure- 
we were not feven years io London^ 

Wifl Not half the time taken notice 0^ ^9BtT. The 
two or three kfl years we could make nothing of it, evenv 
in a viaard-ma(k ; not in a visiard- mafic, that has cheated 
many a man into an old acquaintance. Our faces be- 
^jgi^n CO be as familiar to th« man ef intrigue, as their* 
dun^; and as much avoided. We durll not appear ht 
p&bjic places, and were almoft grudg'd a gallery in the* 
churches; even there they had their jefts ugoarua, and 

cry'd 
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eryM, (he's in the right on't, good gentlewpman, ilnce 
BO man confiders her body, (he does very well indce4 to 
. take care of her foul. 

Luc, Such unmannerly fellonrs there will always be. 
J^eL Then you may rerapmber, we were rcducM to 
the lafl neceffity» the neceiCty of makineiilly vifits too^ 
civil acquaintance> to bring as into tolerable comptny. 
Nay, the young inns- of- court beaux, of but one terni'a 
ftandiog in the fafhion, who knew nobody, but as th^ . 
were (hewn 'em by the orange-womeft, had nick-naoias ^ 
^ lor us : how often have they laugh'd out, there go^i ' 
my landlady ; is not (he come to let lodgings yet ? 
LuC' Young coxcombs that knew no better. 
Wil. And that wc muft have come to. For your parr> 
what trade could you fet up in ? you wou'd never arrive 
at the truft and credit of a guinea- bawd: you wouU 
.6ave too auch buiinefs of your own, eyer to mind Qtfaer 
people's. 

.- Lite. That is true» indeed. 

, Wei* Then, as a certain (ign that there was nothing^ 
more to be hopM for, the maids at the chocolate- hooiis^ 
found us out, and laugh'd at us ; our biMet-doux Utf 
there negledied kit waite paper ; wc were cry'd dowii (b* 
k>w we could not pafs upoo the city ; and became fo no^ 
loHous in our galloping way, from one end of the towrift 
to t'other, that at laft we could hardly com pafs a con^ 
petent change of petticoats to difguife us to the hackney* 
coachmen t and then it was near walking on foot ia»- 
deed. 

Luc, Nay, that I began to be afraid of. 
Ji^iL To prevent which, with what youth and beautjr 
was left, fome experience, and the fmall remainder of 
fifteen hundred pounds a-piece, which amounted to bare 
two hundred between us both, I perfuaded you to bring, 
your perfon iot a venture to the Indies. Every thing hat 
Succeeded in our voyage. I pafs for. your brother ; one 
ef the richeft planters here happening to die jtiil as w^. 
knded, I have claim'd kindred witti him ; iot lyithout 
making hb will, he has ledt us the credit of hi4 r^laiticukr 
ta. track uj^oa i we pa&. fos his coufiat^ cooiijig ^wp to 

Surinam 
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Surhmm chiefly upon hit invitatioDs we live in reputation ;; 
have ihe.bfcft acquaintance of the place ; and we fliali ite 
'Oat accouftt ia't, I warrant yoa* 
Luc. I mnft rely upon you- 

' ' . Euier Widow Lackitt. 

WiJ. Mr. WelUon^ your fervant. Your fervant, Miw. 
Imym I am an ill vifitor, but 'tis not too late, I hdpe^ 
to bnl you welcome to this fide of the world. 

[SaiuteiL^cj. 

WeL Gad fo, I beg your pardon, widow*! fhoqld ba«e 
^OBie the civilities of my boafe before : bat, as yoa iay^ 
^lianot too late, I hope——* [Going ^ff-M/rkti. 

Wid. What I you chink now this was a cMJ--way:^ 
begging a kifs; and by my troth, if it were, I fee te 
harm in't : 'tis a pitiful favour indeed that is not ilHOi^dr 
-alfiiDg for'; tbo' I have known a woman fpeak phiinier 
before now, and not underftood neither. 

fVtL Not under my roof. Have at you, widow— ^^ 

Wid Why, that's well faid, fpoke like a younger bro* 
thcr, that defcrves to have a widow -— \Jti^ k^et bir.^ 
'You're a younger brother, I know, by your kifling* .? 

fVeh How {a, pray I 

Wid. Why you kifs at if you expeded to be paid' 
for*t. You have birdlime upon your lips. You flick ib* 
clofe, there's no getting rid of you. 

fFtU I am a-kin to a younger brother. -i 

Wid. So much the better : we widows are commonly 
the better for younger brothers. - « 

Lu€. Better, or worfe, moil of yon. But you won't 
be much better for him, I can tellyou— — [A/idt^ 

Wei, { was a younger brother; but an unde^of my 
• mother's has mi*liciou(]y left me an citate, and; Tin 
afraid, fpoil'd my fortune. 

JVid. No, no ; an ellate will never fpoil your forttmf • 
I have a good eftate myfelf, thank heav'n, and a kind 
buffaaod that left it behind him. 

Wtl* Thank heav'ia, that took him away from it, wi- 
dow, and left you behind him. 

,, IfVy.vNjay^.heav't^s will muft be done; be'a in a ber. 
.i«f plfcc. . - : . ^- 
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>■ WtL A better place for yoa, no doubc on*t : now you 
-BKiy look aboot yoQ ; chafe for yonrfclf, Mil. LackkU 
that's your bufinefs ; for i know you de£gA to naciy 
again. 

IViJ. O dear! not I^ I prote^ and fwear ;. I don't de- 
fien it: bat I won't fwear neither; one does not know 
wftat may happen to tempt one. 
. iFtL Why, a liUty young fellow may happen to tempt 
you. 

IP/W; Nay,. I'll do nothing rafhly : I'll refolve againft 
nothing. The devil, they fay, is very bufy upon thefe 
octalrons, efpecially with the widows. But if I am to 
bff tempted, it muft be with a young man, I promilb 
yput M . Mrs. Lucy^ your brother is a very pleafant gen- 
ilemiiD : I came about buGnefs to him, but he turns ev^* 
fy* thing ittto merriment. 

'Wd, Bufinefs, Mrs. Lackitt f Then, I know, you wou'd 
have me to yourfelf. Pray leave us together, fiilcr, [Ex. Lu^. 
What am I drawing upon myfelf here ?' [i^^^. 

• I^V/. You have taken a vtry pretty houfe here; every 
thin^ fo neat about you already. I hear you are laying 
out ror a plantation. 

fFeL Why, yes truly, I like the country, and wou'd 
boy a plantation, if I cou'd reafonably, 
^ li^y. O! by all means reafonably. 

fTc'/, If I cou'd have one to my mind, I wou'd think 
of fettling among you. 

^V, O ! you can't do better. Indeed we can't pretend 
to have fo good company for you, as you had in En^* 
iand\ but we fhall make very much of you. For my 
own part, I aifore you, I ihall think myfelf very happy 
to be more particularly known to you. 

^/. Dear Mrs. ZiAci///, you dome-too much honour. 

^/V. Then as to a plantation, Mr. IVelUcn^ you know 
T have fever&T to difpofe of. Mr. Lackitt ^ I thank him, 
has left, tho' I fay it, the richeft widow upon the place t 
therefore I may afford to ufe you better than other' peo- 
ple can. You (hall have one upon any reafonable terms^ 

fFel. That's a fair offer indeed. « ' 

WiJ, You Ihail find me as eafy as any body you can 
llaVe to do with, 1 aifore you. Pray try mti I woA4d 

have 
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have, yoir try me, Mr. WilldM. Well, I likc'tAat ttifne 
of yours exceedingly, Mr. ^iri7^i?ff. 

VTeL My name ! 

/i^</. O exceedingly ! if any thtngcou'd perfuade me 
to alter my own name, I verily believe notbingin Ae 
world would do it fo foon as to be calPd Mrs. Wdldon. 

Wfl. Why, indeed' Wtlldon does found. fometbing jb'^t* 
.ter than £/zrir//. " 

Wtd. O ! a great deal better. Not that there is fo much' 
in a name neither.. But I don't know, there i^ fomd-^ 
.thing; I ihou'd like mightily to be calPd Mrs. WflUoa^ 

fVtl. I'm glad you like my name* 

Wid. Of all things. But then there's the mis/brtunc; 
one can't change one's name, without changing dne^» 
, condition. 

WleL You'll hardly think it worth that, I believe. 

fPld. Think it worth what, fir.^ chaiigingmy condi- 
tion f indeed, fir, I think it worth every thing. But, a- 
las 1 Mr. Weildcrty I have been a widow but iix weeks r 
'tis too foon to think of changing one's condition yet; 
indeed it is : pray don't defire it of me ;. not but that yoa 
may perfuade me to any thing fooner than any perfba ixL 
the world 

fFel. Who, hUrs. Lackitt I 

Wid. Indeed you may, Mr. Welldon^ fooner than any 
man living. Lord» there's a great deal in faving a decens* 
cy; I never minded it before : well, I'm glad yoo fpoke* 
'£rft ta excufe my mOdeft'y\ But what, modefiy means^ 
nothing, and is the virtue of a girl, that does not know 
what &s would at it ; a widow Siould be wifer. Now I 
will own to you ; but I won't confefs neither ; I bav6 
had a great refpcft for you a great while ; I beg your 
pardon, iir, and I mull declare to you, indeed I muft, if 
you defire to difpofe cf all J have in the world, in an ho- 
nourable way, which I don't pretend to be any way de- 
ferving your confideration, my tortune and perfon, if you- 
won't underfland me without telling you fo, are both at 
your fervice. Gad fo ! another time 

Enter Stan more to *tm. 

Stan. So, Mrs. Lackitt, your widowhood is weaning ^ 

pace^ 
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paipti ; I f«« which way 'tlft going* /^f //</««! yoo*n a hap* 
py roan. The women anid their favours come home to 
you. 

PP^J. A fiddle of favour* Mr. ^ta^^m^re ; I amra lont 
woman, you know it, lefc in a great deal of bufine(a9 an4 
bnfinefs moil be followed or loft. I have i^vcf^ ftocbs 
ai^id plantations upon my bands, and other things t&dif- 
pofe of, which Mr. IVtlltiott may have occafioo for* 
J MTeL We were jofl upon the brink of a bargain,* aa you 
came in.' 

Stan* Let me ^rive it on for yoo. 
. JVitL So yoa mull, I believe, you or fomebody forme'* 
, S^aM, ril fiand by you ; I underiUnd mare of this 
buiinefs, than they can pretend to, 
J WeK I don't pretend to*t; 'tis quite out of my way 
indeed. 

. Stun^ If the widow geu you to herfelf, (be will .cer- 
tainly be too hard for yoa ; I know her of old ; (heihaa 
liaconfcience in a corner ; a very Ji-wln a bargakL,aod 
jivoutd circupdcife you to get more of you. 

Jf^tL is this true, widow ? 

mi'. Speak aa you find, Mr. fFiiUoa; Ihavc.offcr'4 
^ou very fair: think upon't, and let me hear of, yoo ^ 
■the foonertbe better, Mr. WilUen--^ [Mfcit. 

Sum, I aflure yon, my friend, Oie'll cb^at yoa if ibft 

^ W. I. don't know that « but I can che^l her» if I wilL 
" SioM* Cbeatherf how} rt 

^/. I can marry ker ; and . then I'm fure I havte it ia 
my pQwer to cheat her. 
^ jSjofi. Can you marry her ? 

PFil. Yes, faith» fo ihe fays : her pretty peribn and 
fortune (which, one with the other, you know» aj:enoc 
contemptible) are both at tny ^rvice. 

Siaa, Contemptible \ very con&derable, Tgad ; very 
delirable; why» (he's worth ten thoufand pounds,. mai^^ 
a clear eitate : no charge upon't» but a boohily Ton : h^ 
indeed was to have half; bat his father begot him, aod 
ihe breeds him up, not to know or have more than (he 
has a mind to: and ihe has a mind to fbmething elfe, it. 
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f^ii. There's a grctr^eri to'be made of this 

StoM. A handfome fortune may be made on'c ; and I 
advife yoi» t»*ty by all means. 

ff^fL To marry her! an old, 'wanton witch ! 1 hatehci^. 

&taft^ No matter for that r let her go to the devil for 
yoor SheMI cheat her fon of a good eftate for you t 
tint's a perqaifite of a widow's pordon always. 

^/« I hare adefign, avd wiH follow her at leaft; 'till 
I have a pen' worth of the plantation. ' ' ^ 

Siam. I fpeak as a friend, when I advHe yov to inatry 
lier. For 'tis dire6l]y againft the intereft of ny owo'^a^ 
nily. My couftn Jad has belabour'd her a good \%|^9i 
that way. - ^ 

iTf/. What ! honeft Jaci / I'll not hinder biin» , I'll . 
give over the thoughts of her. 

Aftfa. He'll make nothing on^t ; (he does not care Xoa 
kim. Vm glad you have her in yoar power^ ; "" 

^A I may be able to (erve hint. "* 

Statt. Here's a ibip come into the rivtr ; I war in hopeir 
it had been from Emgland» 

^$L ?rom England f 

Simm. No, I was disappointed ; I long to ftfe thttHattd* 
fome coufin of yoan i the pidare yon gave me of her hie 
clMrflJiM her. 

JTtL Yoa'll fee whether it has flatter^ her or tto« Wl^* 
liitle^me. If (he recovai^d of that iltneie," that wJEit the 
reafon of her ftaying behind us ; I know die will come 
with the firft opportunity. We fliall fee her» or hear of 
her death. *•' 

Staff. We'll hope the beft. The fliip^ from Engltotd 
are expeded every day. '^ ' 

/r#/. What (hip is this f ^' ^ ;^ 

Stan. A rover, a buccaneer, a tmdtr in (laves ; thatV 
the commodity we deal in, you 'know. If yoa have a 
Ctttiofity to fee our manner of market ting, 111 wait opoa 
you. 

ifil. We'll take my fifler with us. [Bxiunt. 



scene; 
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SCEKfi, pttnpfnf lad. 
Shut Lieutenant-Governor iiW Blandford^ 

Gov, There's no refi ding your fbrtttne^^Auv/^tfr^; yo» 
drawf al{ the prizes. 

.iS/an. I draw for oar lord governor, yoo know; hid 
Ibrtone favoars me. - 

Gov. I grudge him nothing this time ; bat if fortone 
had fav^ur'd me in the laft falc, the fair ilave had bcea 
aline ; Cltmene had been mine. 
, £laa. Arc yoo ftlU in love with her ^ 

Gov* Every day more in love with her. 

JP«fifi* Capt. Driver^ Ua^J and pulPd ahont fy WrJonw 
Xiackitt and federal planters. Enttr at amihtr docP 
Welldbn, Lucy, Staamore. 

ff'i^. Here have I fix ilaves in my lot, and nbt a man 
among *cm ; all women and chHdren i what can I do 
with 'em, captain ? pray confider, I am a woman mys- 
felf, and can't gee my own flaves as fome of my neighv 
TOors dOs 

1 P/««« I have all men in ainet pray, captain, let the 
men and women be mingled together, for prolcreatioa<- 
fakff, and the good of the pltsution. 

2 Pia^. Ay, ay, a man and a woman, captain, for the 
gpod of the plantation. 

C^. Let ^em minsle together and be damn'd, what 
care I? .wonld yon have me pimp for the good of the 

I Plan. I am aconftant coftomer, captain. 

Wfd. 1 am alwayt ready money to yon, captain. 

I P/an. For that matter, miilrefs, my money is as rea<» 
dy at yonrs. 

Jf^i^, Pray hear met captain. 

Capf. Look you, I have done my part by yon ; I have 
brought the number of flaves yon bargain'd for; if your 
lots have not pleas'd you, you muft draw again among 
yoorfelves. 

3 Pian, I am contented with my lot. 

4 Plan* 1 ani very well faiisfied. 

3 Piam 
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3 P/tfBT. We'll have no drawing again. 

Capt, Do yoa hear, miftrefs r you may hidid your 
tongue ; for my part, 1 expeft my money, 
r tVi^i. Captain, nobody queftion« or fcropl^f the pay- 
ment. But I won't hold my tongue $ 'tie 'too much to 
jffay and pay too ; one rany fpeak for one's own, i^iwpe. 

Capt, Well, what wou'd you fay > 

Wid^ I fay no more than I can make out* 

Capu Out with it tlien. 

Wid, I fay, things have not been fo fair carry'd as they 
might have been. How do, I know how you have Jug- 
gled together in t£i^ abfence \ you drew the lot* before 
1 came, I'm fure. 

Capt, That** your own faulty mlftrefs j ydb mlgbc 
liave come foooer. 

lyid^ Then here's a printe» as they fay, tmong the 
ilaves, and you Jet him down to go £».« common ma«. 

Capt* Have you a mind to try what a m*n he is f 
vouMl find him no more than a common aiAa at j^oar 
JbuAnefs. > 

Wid, Sir, you're a fcurvj; fellow to talk at this rate to 
ine. If my huiband were aUve» gadsbodykios» you wou^d 
j^ot ufe me fo. 

Capt. Right, miilrersy I would sot afe yoo at all. 
; Wid. Not ttfe Bie I your better« every inch of you, I 
wott'd have you to know, wou'd be glad 40 oie im» 
firrah. Marry come ujp here, who are yoo» } ^ow f 
.jeu begin to think yoarielf a ^aptaim foffooth^ baoaeie 
we call yoo fo. You forget yourfelf as fad; as yOtt can % 
but I remember you ; I know yoaibr a pitiful pahry 
fellow, as you are ; an upftart to profperity ; one that ia 
Jbat juft come acquainted with clcanlint 6, aird that never 
iaw five (hillings of your own^ without deferviag aoiia* 
hang'd for 'em. 

. Orv. She has giv^n yon a brotdfide^ Captain' ; you'll 
.ftand up to \itt. 

Ct^pt, Hang her, ftink-pot, Til cotne no aeanor. 

Wtd, By this good light, it wou'd make a woman do 
a thing (he never defign'd ; marry again, tfao' iha were 
iufc to repent it, to be reveng'd^f fuch a«r«^ 
.1 J^Stam. 
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J. SioJt. Whgt's the macter» Mrs. Lackin? can I ferve 
you ? , 

Wid. No, HP, you can't ferve me ; you are for ferving 
j-ourfclf, Tm Aire. Pray go about your bufinefs, I have 
none for yod ; you know I have told you fo. Lord I hoy 
can you be fo trooblefome ? nay, fo u neon fcion able, to 
think that every riQh widow muft throw herfelf away 
upon a young fellow that has nothing ? 
^/<Mr. Jacki you are anfwer'd, I fuppofe. 
J.Ztan, I'H have another pluck at her. 
r iVid, Mr. IVeU4»n^ I am a little out of order ; Butpra^^ 
bring your fi(ler to dine with me : gad*s my life, I'm out 
of all patience with that pitiful fellow ; my flefh rifes at 
him : I can't (lay in the place where he is . ■ > \Exit. 
Blann Captaip» you have us'd the widow ye/y fami- 
liaily. •* 

Qapi% This is my way ; I have no dcfign, and therefore 
urn not over civil. If ihe had ever a handfome daughter 
to wheedle her out of ; or if I could make any thing oP 
htr booby fon. 

WtL I may improve that hint, and make fqqiething of 
him. \^dt. 

Go*v* She's very rich. 

Capi, I'm rich myfelf. She has nothing that I want t 
I have no leaks to Hop. Old women are fortune*nien- 
ders. I have made a gooi voyage, and wou'd rea^ the 
fruits of my labour. We plow the deep, my mafters, 
but our harveil is on ihore. Pm for a young woman. 

^tan. Look about, captain, there's one ripe, and rea«^ 
df for the fickle. 

C^/. A woman indeed ! I will be acquainted with her : 
* who is ihe? 

Wtl. My fifter, fir. 

Qapt. Wou'd I were a-ldn to her : if (he were my (i-i 

fter, fhe (hould never go out of the family* What fay 

you, miftrefs ? you expe^ I fhould marry you, I fuppofe*' 

Iju* Iihan'tbedifappointed,ifyoudon't.[7Jvr»i>r^0ixftfy« 

Wil. She won't break her hearty fir, 

Capt. Butlmean*-— [Fal/oijohghr* 

fVei. 
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fFj. And I mean-*— -^ {G^img^sfwitmhJmawdhiic^^ 
That you mud not think of her without siarjryii^« 
. Cap/. I mean fo too. 
Jflii, Why then your meaning^s outw 
. C^//« You're very (hort. ,, .. . 

i^V/. I will grow, and be taller for yoa. ^ 
Ca;L I ihall grow angry^ and fwear. 
- UeL Youll catch no fi(h then. 

Ca/f, I don't well know whether he defigna to afiront 
me, or no. 

Siam* No, no, he's a little familiar j 'tfs his way. 
C«//.^ Say you fo ; nay, I can be as familiar as he, if 
ihsLt be it. Well, fir, look upon me full : what f^f youi - 
bow do you like me for a brother-in-law? 

ff^e/. Why yes, faith, you'll do my bofiitei^, iTumi^ 
bim aSoat.] if we can agree about my fifter's. 

Caft. I don't know whether your iifter will like me, 
or not: 1 can't fay much to her : but I have money e« 
nough : and if yon are her brother^ as you feem to be a^ 
kin to her, I know that will recommend me to you. 

fTil. This is your market for flaves; my £fter is a free 
^oman, and mud not be dlfpo&'d of in public. You 
(hall be welcome to my houfe, if you pleafe : «ndy upon 
better acquaintance, if my iiiler likes you, and I. like 
your offers-— i— 

Cap/, Very well, fir, Til come and fee her. 
Gcv. Where are the flaves, captain ^ they are long a» 
coming. 

£/aM. And who Is this prince that's fallen to my lot, 
lor the lord governor? let me know fomething of him, ' 
that I may treat him accordingly ; who is he i 

Ca/fi, He's the devil of a fellow, I can tell you i a 
prince every inch of him : you have paid dear enough 
for him, for all the good he'll do you; 1 was forc'd to 
clap him in irons, and did not think the ihip fafe nei* 
ther You are in hoftility with the ImiianSf they fay $• 
they threaten you daily : you had beft have an eye upoa 
liim. 

Mlt^fi* But who is he ? 

Giv* And how do you know him to be a prince t 

Caft. 
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Capt* He is fon aod hefr to the great king of Angola ; 
a iMiTcfacvotts monarch in thofe parts, wbio, by his good 
will, would never let any of his neighboars be in cjal^t. 
.This fon was his general, a plaguy fighting fellow; I 
have formerly bad dealings with him for'Haves, which he 
took prifonersy and h«ve got pretty roundly by hin^.^ But 
the wars being at aii enxl,^ and nothing more to begot by 
the trade of that coantiy, I made bold to bring the prince 
along with roe. 

Go^o^ How Goold yba'do that ? 
Blan What ! ileal a prince out of his own coontry ^ 
impoffibie! 

Caft. 'Twas hard indeed; but I did it. Yon' mall 
Jmiqw this OrMMc^tf*— 
Blan, Is that his name ? 
fafU Ay 9 Oirgtfh* 

Go*v. Orowoko f . . . ^ - . 

.€apu \z naturally inqtiifitire about thenfen and mi^n- 
ners of the white nations. Becaufe I could give him fome 
account of the other parts t>f the world, I grew very much 
into bis favour ; in return of fo great an honour, you 
know I coaM do no lefs upon my coming away, than in- 
vite him on board me : never having been in a ihip, he 
^appointed his time, and I prepared my entertainment. He 
came the acxt evening as privately as he cou*d, with a« 
bout fome twenty alooe with him. The punch went 
round .; and as nany of his attendants as woo'd be dan* 
gerous, I lent dead drunk on ibore ; the reft we fecnr'd : 
and fo you have the prince Oro^n^lf. 

1 Flan. Gad-a-mercy, captain, there you were with 
iiim, i'faith. 

2 Flan. Such men as you are fit to be employed in pub- 
lic affairs : the plantation will thrive by you. 

5 Picv. liiduftry fliould be encourag'd. 
Qapt. There's nothing done without it» boy^. i have 
made mj fortune this way. 

BUm. Unheard-of villainy 1 ''f^ 

^/m. Barbarous treachery 1 * ''^ 

Blaiu They applaud him for't. 

Cq^^ But| capuio, jnethinka you have- taken ii giti)^ 
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deal of pains for this prince Or^fimh ; why 4i4^yo« pM 
with him at the commoa rate of iiare» i 

Capt. Why» lieotenant^gpverBor, V\\ tell yon ( J <iid 
defign to carry hiiato EngiMui^ to have (how'd Wm there $ . 
but I found him troublesome upon my hands* aad Vm> 
glad I'm rid of him^^-i^Oh, ho, hark they 9oqie» 

Black Jia^viSf men^ nuomen^ and children ^ fafs acmfi thejtag% 
hy t*we andtnvc \ Aboapy and others of Oroonoko'4 at^^ 
tendantt, t*wo and i*wo : Oroonoko laji efalliu chains. 

'Luc. Are all thefe wretches (laves ? 

StoM. All fold, they and their pofteripy all fla?eii«,. 

Luc. O miferable fortuoe ! - 

Elan. Moft of 'em know no better I they were bornt 
fo, and only change their mailers. But a« prince born 
only to command, betray 'd and fold ! w^^)^t^xx drops 
blood for him. 

Capt. Now^ goveraor, here he comes, pray obfenvc 
him. 

Oro. So, fir, you have kept your word with mt* 

Cap(, I am a better chri^i^a* i thank you, than to 
keep it with a heathen. ., 
j^tQrc. Ypa are^a chrifllan ; l^e a chriAian ftiil : 
If you have any God that teaches you ,, 
To break your. word, I need not curfe you more 1 
Lex him cheat you, as you are falfe to me*. 
You faithful followers of my better fortune ! 
We have been fellow- ibldie/fs in th^ field ; 

lEmhracing h'u/ri/ndii. 
Now we are fellow-flaves. This lad fare weL 
Be fiire of one thing that will comfort us. 
Whatever world we next m^ thrown Dpoii» 
Cannot be worfe than this. 

[ dllfiafvu ^ offt hui Oroonoko. 

C(^t. You ^t wh^t a bloody j)a^an iie iif governor 1 
but I took care that none of hi^ tollowers fliould be ii^. 
the fame lot with him, for fear th^y ihoald undertake 
fome defperate adion,t to the danger of the colony. 

Oro, Live ilill in fear ; it is the villain's curfe. 
And will zevenge my €hi^n9 1 fear f v'jh «»e» 

Who 
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WJn> liiife no pow'r tio fc»f t thee, Natttfe abWus** 
And drives tliee oat fr«m ch« foctety 
TVnd coAiinerce *f maDkkid, for breach of fditk. 
.Men liveatid profperbuttn mtitUal tt%ik% 
A coftfideace of one another's truth ; 
That riiOf< hctft vi^lattd'. I have done, 
1 know my fortune, andfubmit to it. 
^ ' <?tfv. Sir, I am forry for your fortiroef^ and wpeld htlf> 
it, if I coul-d* 

Slan. Takeoff his chains. You know y oar condt* 
tion ; but you are fallen into honourable bands : yofd 
ere the lofd got€mbr*s ^ave, who will ufe yofti ftobly ; 
in his abfence it fiiall be Ay care t6 ferve you. 

{Blandford applyittg to him. 

Oro. I heiT yao, but i can beliete no more. 

(r<w. Cftptrfin, I'm afraid the world wofl^tfpiak foho- 
' tiourably of this a&ion of yours, ^s you would hmre 

Caft. I have the money* Let the world i|>eak and be 
damn'd, I care not. ' 

Ortf. I would forget royfetfi Be fatisfy'd, [T* Bfcm, 
I am above the rank of common flivcs ^ 
Let that content you. The chrtftlan there, that knoWs mt^ 
For his own fake will not difcover more. 

iCapt. 1 kame other matters to mind. Ydii hare Irim, 
«rA muck good may do you with your prince. \^Exie. 
Tht piant^rs puWikg and ftaYhg at Oroon6ko. 

Blan. What would you hare there ? yon ftareas if yt» 
never faW a man before. Stand -farther ofF^ 

Okob Let 'em ft a re on. - 

I am unfoYcmJate, bititnot afhamM 
Of being fo: no, le: the guilty Mu(h, 
The white raauthdr bctray'd me : honeft black 
DiOains to i^hange m colour. 1 am reatfy : 
Where rhait I go r difpn(e me as: you pleaft. 
lam not well acq^nfinted with my fort^ne, 
But^rouft learn to know it bette'r : fo I kaow> you fzy t 
Degreti make all things eafy« 

Bliut. AH tbirtgs (hall beeafy. 

Vol. II, O Ohr. 
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Oro. Tear oft thh pomp, and let mc know mjrfelf t 
The fla? tfli habit beft becomes oie now. 
Hard fare, and whips, tndchaini^may ovcrpow'r 
The frailer fltfii, and bow my body down : 
Bnt there's another, nobler part of me,. 
Out of your reach, which you can never tame. 

Blatt. You (hall iind nothing of this wretched nefs 
You apprehend. We are not mohfters all. 
You feem tinwilling to difclofe yoarfelf : 
Therefore, for fear che mentioning your name - 
Shott'd give you new difquiets, I prefumc * 

fTo call ywi C^/an 

Or: 1 am myfelf ; but call 'me what you pteafe* 

Sfan, A very good name, dc/ar. 

Gr,*u. And very fit for his charadter, 

Ora. Wa» Ci^Jar then a flave ? 

Go-Tj^ I think he was; to pirates too: hewa« a gre^t 
loooqueror, but unfortonate fnhis friends--*-*^ * '' 

Ortf. His friends were chriflians ? 

JSh^i. No. ^ • 

br0. No ! that's ftrange. ' 

ii/^ftf'tt.' And nnutdeHd by *fim. . « 

Or^. I would be C^ifar there. Yet I will lift: 
«^^ JS/«v. Live to be happier. 

Or*. Do whatyon will with me. 
• Bian. .rU wait upon you, attend, and iefve yon. " 

[£««/ oi^i* Orobnoko. 

Lac, Weil, if the captain had brought this prince's 
covntiry alorig with him, .atid would make me queen of 
it, I would not'havehifM;- 'after doing fo bafe a thing. ' t 
. WifL He's a man to thrive in the world, filter: hell 
make you the better jointure. 

Luc, Hang him, nothing can profper with htm. 

Stan, Enquire into the great eftates, and yon will find 
moft of *emidepend upon the fame titlef of honefly t* the 
men who raife 'em firflaf e much of the captain's priacipf^l* 

fTel. Ay, ay, as yoa fay, let him be dadui'd fbi^the 
good of his family* Come, filler,' we are invited io^^in^ 

. C«a. 6>aiMMrr, yoa dine with me» oli'fjMMi. 



d by Google 



/.> ■.. .» M (^ o ;i '/ • • 

O R O ON P.K.iQw r ^291 

A C T H. SG E N E 1; ' 

It'll 

SCENE Pn^foijij Lackitt'j ffou/e^^ ,/ , 
Enter PFiJow Lackitt a»J Welldon. 

77W/. 'Tp H I S is To great a favour, I don*t know hofy 
X to receive it. 

fTiW* O dear fir ! you know how to recfcive and. how 
to return a favour, as well as any body, I don^t doubt 
it^; 'tis not the firft you have had from our feXj I fup- 
pofc. 

ff^eL But this is fo unfufpefled. 

^/V. Lord, how can you fay fo, Mr. WeUdon ? I won'*t 
i^&Ujeyc yoj^< Don^t I know you handfome gentlemdn 
«xpe£l ^y^r"^ thing that a woirian can do for you^ and 
by my troth you^re in the right on't : I th>nk onecan^t 
do too much for a handfome gentleman ; and fo yoa 
4hall find it. 

l^eL \ (hall never have f^^h an offer again, that'^a cer- 
tain ; what Ihall I do ? Lam mightily divided— — 

\P ret ending H CQtitffH. 

Wid. Divided! d&ar, I hope ndt fo^x fir. If i mar* 
ry, truly I exped to have yoia to myfelf. 

Wd* There's nio danger of that, Mrs. LackitH \ aYn 
divided in my thoughts My father opOn his death- 
bed oblig'd me to fee my filler difpos'd of, before I mar- 
ried myfelf. 'Tis that fticks upon me. They fay indeed 
promifes are to be bfokea or kept ; and I know 'trs a 
Voolifh thing to be tied to a promife; bttt Ican^help itt 
I don*t know how to get rid of it. 

md. h that all ? 

Wd. AU in all to me. The commands of a dytfig fa- 
ther, you know, ought to be obey'd. 

Wid, And fo Aey may. 

fTeL Impoflible, to do me any goOd. . 

Wid. They (han't be yobr hinderance. Yott would 
lAf« a hufband for your filler, you fay : «hc mdH be Very 
ivell to pafs too ib tlie world, I fuppofe ? 

0;i mk 
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JVeL' I would not throv lier aivay. " 

/f/V. TTicn marr/ her out of hand to thfe Tea (fapttfin 
yc;u \Wre fpeaking of. 

^W. I was thinking of him, but 'ris to iro purpo/c: 
Cie hates him. 

r/-^^. Does fhc hate htm ? nay Ms no matter, an im- 
pudent rafcal as he is, I would not advife her to marry bim. 

H^el, Can you think of nobody elfe ? 

inj. Let me fee. 

H^el. Ay, pray do ; I thould be loth to part, with iiif 

food fortune in you for fo fmall a matter as a fiftcr: 
ut you find Kow it is with me. " ' 

Wid. Well remembered, iYaiih : well, if I though^ yhti 
would like of it, I have a ivuftand for her: what do you 
th^nk.of my fon ? ' ' 

/r^//. You don't think of It youifelf. ' 

Jfid. I proteft but 1 do : I am in earnefl;, if yoii aHc. 
he ihall marry her wiihin this half hour, if you'll give 
your confent to it. ' ' 

WeL I give my confent! I'll anfwcr for my fSder," (he 
Ihall have him : you may be fure I (liall be glad to get 
over the difficulty. 

lyid. No more to be faid then, that difEcuhy is over, 
fiut I vow and fwcar you frightened me, Mr. //^/A/^?. If 
1 had not had a Ton now for your fiftcr, what (Turt 1 have 
dooe, dp you think? were not you ah ill natur'd'thitig 
to boggle at a promife ? I could break twenty for you% 

Ji^d I am the mare' obi ig'd to you : but this Ton will 
fave all. 

JVid, He's in the houfe ; IMI go and bring hire my- 
felf [Going.'l You would do well to break the buflnefs 

to your filler : flje's wiihin, I'll fend her to you ' 

[Going again, conies back, 

Wei Fray do. ' ' . * '\ '; "" "f* 

Wid. Bui d'you hear ? perhaps Die may flandf iptftfier 
maidenly behaviour, and' blufh, and play the Wo!,' and 
delay :. but don't be anfwer'd fo: what! Ihe h 'tiOt a 
girl at thefe years : fiiew your authority, and tell her 
, XQundly, (he muft be married immediately. I'll manage 
my fon, 1 warrant you VGti $ut in bajig. 
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■ mt. The. widow's in hafte/l./te: } thought I bad 
iaid, a rub in the roadj about my fifter ; but (he ha$ 
. (lept over that. She's making way for herTelf as faft as. 
ih>vvan ; but little tbinks where (be 15 going: I cpulVi' 
tell her fti? is goiog to play the fool i but people doi>'c 
love to hear of their faults : beiidefi^ that is aoc my ba- 
iio|3rs at ^fefcAtf 

Entif Lucy. 

5p, fifier, Lhave a hu/baod for you— — 

Luc. VVith all my heart; I don't know what confine^ 

ment marriage may be to the men, but I'm fure the 

^wo^fii have no liberty without if. 1 am ^ot SLT\y thing 

tha)^,wilj deliver me from the care of a reputation, whica 

f begin to find impoiTible to preferve. 

If'tl. I'll eafe you of that care : you4nuft b^ married 
^;^m.edi&t€ly. 

« :,X*fr. The fooncr the better ; for I am quite tir*d of 
fetiing up for a hufb'and. The widow's foolilh fbn i» 
. fhe man, I fuppofe. 

, tF^L I confider'd your conditDtion, fider ; and finding 
you would ha^ occaiiOvQ &>s a fool, I have provided ac«i 
.i5ai:,dipgly. , 

£.«c« I don't know what occafipn I may have fo; a 
. f(^ wbe^ I'm marued ; but I find aon? bvt fools hrav^ 
. i(cpUlQQ to marry* ' " * 

PTil. Since be U to be a fool theft, I thought it better 
for you to have one of his mother's making than your 
own ; 'twill fave you the trouble. 

Ltfc* I thank you ; you take a great deal of pains for 
me : but, pray tell me, what are yoa doiog for yourfelf 
all this while } 

JVtL You were never true to your own fecrets, and 
therefore I won't trull you with mine» Only reroembtr 
iMs^ I am your elder iifter, and confequently laying my 
brceii^fs a/ide, have as much occafion for a hufband as 
. yo^ cp have.. I have a man in my eye, be fatisf^'d. 
»i •[•/: '" " • ^ 

i ■ * 

. ♦* \ 
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Sntir H^t/owLzckiitf with birfon Danie!.. 

iP^ii. Come, Daniilt hold up thy head, child; loofe 
litie a man i you mud not take ic as you have done. 
Grad's my life !' there's nothing to be done with twirliog^ 
your hat, man. 

Dan, Why,, mother, whatS to- be done then ? 

ll^id. Why look me in the &cs, and mind wball fa/ 
to you. 

han Marry, who'5 the fool then ? what fhall I get by 
ipif^ding what jrou fay to me? 

tViti. Mrs. Luey, the boy is b»(hful, don't Jifcourage 

him ; p/a^ come a little forward, and let him falateyou- 

[Going btt*weM Lucy air^ Daniel.. 

Luc, A fine ho {band I am to have truly. [To Welldon. 

pyid Come, Daniel, you muft be acquainted with this 
gentlewoman. 

Dan Nay, I'm not proud, that is not my fault: I am 
p-efe»ilyr acquainted when I know the company; but 
this gentlewoman is a firanger to me. 

Hr'td, She is your miftrefs ; I have fpoke a good word 
for you; make her a bow, and go and kifa her. 

. Dan, E.i(i her ! have a care what you fay ;. I warrant Oie 
fcorns your words. Such fine folks are not us'd tobeflopt 
and kib'd. Dp you think I don*t know that, mother f 
. Wid, Try her, try her, man, [Daniel kows^Jbe tbrmfit 
hlmforjuard*] Why tKat's well doae ; go nearer her. 

Dan, Is the devil in the woman ? why fo I can go- 
nearer her, i£you wou'dlet a body alone. [To bit n.other,\ 
Cry you mfrcjr, forfooth 5 my mother is always (hamii^ 
one before co.mpany : Ihe would have me as UAmannerly^ 
as herfelf, and offer to kifs you ? ^\ \To Lucy. 

fVei, Why, won't you kifs her?' 

Dun. Why, pray, may I ? 

JVel, Kifs'her, kifs hfr, man. 

Dan. Marry, and I will. [Kiffa ber.] Gadfaoks! (he 
lilfTes rarely ! An'pkafe you, m.llrcfs, and feeing my mot 
the/, will jhfve.it^fo, i.don!c much care if I kifs you again,., 
forfooih.. L^iT^ ^'^^ a^tun,. 
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Dan.^ Like you 1 marry, 1 don't know. Yo^i^av^ be- 

wltcVd me,.I tnirik: 1 was never to in my born day's befor,(^«, 

' P^iJ, YovL rnuft mai-ry'tliis fine woman, Dan/el. ^ . 

-^D^n. Mey-(Jayf inaVry'hcr! I was never marry'd in all; 

my life. What muft 1 do with her then, mpthjer ? 

ffi^, Youinoft.live with her, eat and drink )yiti h^r, 
gifW bed' with fief, ind deep with her. 

Dan. ^ay» marry, if I mull go to bed with her, t ffiall 
nt^er ileep, thai^'s certain : (hell break me of my reft, 
quite and clean, I tell you before-hand. As for eating and 
drinking with her, why I haveagood iiomach, andean, 
piiy ^y part in any company. But how do you think 
1 cl^h ^6^6 bftd to a woman 1 don't know ? 

fjf^it You fliall know her better, ,/ 

^ i)dft. 'Say you To, drl '/^ 

Wil, Kils her again. ^ [Daniel kt/fcs tifcy*' 

Djin. Nay, kiiSng I find will make us presently ac^ 
qtiainted, we'll (leal into a corner to praaife a little;, 
and then I fhall be abfe to do any thing* 

WeL The young man mends apace. 

WU. Pray don't baulk him. ' • 

i>4n. Mother, mother, if you'll flay in the room* by, 
me, and promife not to leave me, ! don't care for once 
if 1 venture to go to bed with her. 

Wid. There's a good child i go in and put on thy bed 
doatlis ; pluck up a fplrit ; I'll Say in the room by tke4^ 
fte won't hurt thee, I warrant thee. 
. I>aii. Nay, as to that matter, I'm not afraid of her^ 
T\\ give her as good as (he brings; I have z Rifwland (ot 
heir Ofit^r, and fo you niay tell her.* [Exiu 

Wid* Mrs. Lucjy we (han't (lay for you: you are. in a 
readincfs, I fuppofe. 

Wtl. She's always ready to do v/hat I would have her^ 
I muft fay t^hat for roy filler. 

Wid, 'Twill be her own another day. Mr. tVelHonr 
we'll marry 'em out of hand, and then -^-^' ... 

Wkl. And then, Mrs. X^i^it///, look to yourfelfT-t'i?>^i' 
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SCENE IL' 

•iK^r Orooncko ^W ihndfofdf. 

Ore* You gra/it I liave good rf a^iy to ft^fpeA 
All ihe profeflions you can make to, me. 

J^J:ffi Indepd ycu have, 

O 0. The dog that fold me did prcfefs as nucH 

As you cin do But yet J krrovvnot why ■ ■ . - 

Whether it is bccaufe rm'fali'n fo low, 
Ard have riO rror? to fear — ^That is not it » 
I am a flave no longer than I pleari*. 

* Vis fomcihing nomer Being juft mj'ftilf^ 

I am iudinirg to thihk others fo; 

*Tis that prevail; upon me to brieve yoo. 

BJtut. Yott may believe me. ' * 

Ore. I do believe yoo. 
Fiom what I know of you, you are no fool : 
Fools only are the knaves, and live by tricks: 
Wife men may thrive without '/em, and be l^oj^eft, 

JBIan, They, wo/^'t M tal^e your'counftl ^-^r^ ' 
' Org. . ybu kpo\v my ftwyj stp<! yotf fay yoo i|re 
A fViend to my misfortui^e$ : that's a name 
Will teach you what you d;Hre yOxirfelf iai^d mpf 

^iaMf I'll' fludy to deceive to. be yourfuetvcL 
Wiien once our noble governor arrives, 
WiiK him you will nojt need my interest : 
lie is t6o genetous not to feel your wrongs. 
But be aflbr'd I will employ my pow'r, * '\ "* ' '[ 
Ai^d 6nd the means to fei^d you home ag^fb, ' ^ '^'' 

Ofo. I thank you, fir — My honefl, Wif^ig^'A likH^A 
ThiCir chains are heavy : they have hardly fb^^d^[SrgSfH^^ 
So kind a mailer. May t aflc you, fi^ «'' '' 
What is become of'ep? perhaps I fUdStd ijol^' ' '• ^ 
You will forgive a ftranger. ■ • i y*. 

MJam 1 IJ enquire. 



And ore'ftif t;^tt''endeavb*urs, wliere tVef k^ ^ ' 
To have 'crft^gently us'd, ' ' - ' . * Vl fr 
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Oro. Once more I thank you- 
You offer every cordial that can keep 
My hopes alive, to wait a better day. 
What friendly care can do,, you have appjy*d1, 
Bat, Oh ! I have a grief admits no cure. 
JB/ait. You do not Know, fir 
Oro, ^an you raife the dead ? 
P'orfue and overtake the wings of time ? 
And bring about again the hours the days^ 
The yei^rs ihat made me happy ? 
JSlanJ That is not to be done.^ 
Oro. No, there is nothing to be done for me. 

[Kneeling and hijjtng the earth*. 
Thou God ador'd ! thou* ever-glorious fun ! 
If (he be yeb^on earth, fend me a be^m. 
Of thy all-feeing power to light me to \i^u 
Or if thy fifter goddefs has preferr'd " '. . 

Her beauty to the fkies to be a ftar ; 
O tell me where ihe fliines, that I ma^ Hand- 
Whole nights, and gaze upon her. 
Blan, I am rude, and interrupt you. 
Oro. I am trouble fome ; ' 

Bipi pray give me your pai-don. My fwolPh heart 
Burfts out its paiTage. and I mud complain. 

! can you think of nothing dearer to me ? 
Dearer than liberty, vsky country, friends^. 
Much dearer than my life \ that I have lod. 
The tend 'reft, bell belov'd, and loving wife* 

B>an. Alas ! I pity you* 

Oo. Do, pity IDC ; 
Pity's a kio to love ; and every thought 
Of that loft kind k welcome to my touU- 

1 woalfl be pity'd here. 

^Un. I dare oot aik 
More than yoiipleafe totelline^ but if you. 
Think it co«venieat to. let me koow , * / . 

Your llory^ 1 dare promife you to bear 
A part in yoor diftrefs, i£ not affiil yoa. ' . 

Oro, Thou boBffUheaited man I I wanted iuchu .^. - 
J aft fuch a fricixd at thou art, tha^ wiwild fi^s^ , , f " 

O 5 " '"' StilL 
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Stiil as the ftight* 9^^ lee metdlW whole days- 
Of my Imainaa. O ! I'll tell thee all 
From firil to lad ; and prav obferve:me well. 

Bian: I will moil heedhilly^ 

Oro, There was a df anger in my father's courts 
ValuM and honoer'd muchr-s he was a whixe^ 
The fit ft lerer faw of yoar cooiplexioa ;, 
He chang'd his gods for oars» and /o grew great ;• 
Of many virtaes, and fo famM in arms. 
He ftili comooaoded all my father's wars v 
I was bred nnder http. One fatarday. 
The arniies joining, he before me fleptt 
Receiving in his breafl a poifo'n'd dart 
L*veH*d at me ; he dy'd withia my aiuny, . ' 
I'l^ tir'dyoo. already*. - - ^.^ '> 

3Uift» Pray go on, . . j: < 

Oro, He left an only dan jhter, whxnn he biroiights: i . 
An infant to^fgok^ When 1 came 
Back to the court, a happy conqueror ;. 
Htimanity obHg'd me to condole 
Wiih- this fad virgin for a father's iofsi 
LofFforxfi^.lafety. I jvefented her 
With air the flaves of battli^ to atone '. 

Her father's |hoft. Rut when \ faiv.her fact^. 
And heard her fpeak, I offer'd up mylclf 
T6 bt^ the facrifice. She bow'd and bitifli'd ; • ' 
I WiMjder'd and ador'd. The facrcd pow'r ■ 
That had fubdu'd me, then infpir'd my tongue,. 
Inclin'd her heart; and all our talk- was love* 

Blany Then you were. happy. 

Oro* O ! I was too happy. 
1 marry'd htl*: and thoogk my coutitry*is CuHdm . 
Indulg'd th? privilege of many wivev^ * " ' •■ -ff^- ■ 
I fworemyfelfnciserto.know buthef. •• ./ 

She grew with child, and I'grew h«ippiei*iH!h " ": 
O my Imoinda I but it could not laft, ■ ' ' '' '^^' ^ 

rter fatal beamy reaehM^ nry father'^ ear* f ' " - 
He fcnt for her to court i wh*rc, curfed co«Ht' 
No woman comes, Iwt for his amorous ttle. ^ • ' "'* 
He raging topoffcfs her, flic was fwiAl' • *'*-^ J^' ■ 
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To own hcJ'J^f my Wife. The ftfimis W»g "^^ "^ « 
Started at inceft : But grown defpertte, ,.> * 

Not daring to eiljdy'What he defir*d', * . < . . • • 

In mad revenge, which r could itevei* learn, > 
He poifoo'd her, OrfeWher far, far off,- o 

Far from my hopes ever to fee her more. > ' i f <- / 

Blan. Moft barbarous oCfiitberff J the fad tald^ * 

Mas RrUcfc ftie domb with wonder. ,..,..* 

Ore^. I have d^tte. ' •• , .4 

ni trouble you na farther :' now and then,* 
A figh will have ie« wiy ; that (hall beaHl- ' ? 

i?«/<r Stan more- 

Stan.^ Slanfcrd^ the Hcu ten am- governor is gone tb^aoK 
pla-nfaiion. He defires you woold bring the royal flavt. 
with you. The fight of his fair miftrcfs, he fays, is an 
cfttcrttiOTB*nrfQPaprin€C; hit would kave hitf opittioai 
of hen . 1 : . ^ 

Or^» Is he a lover ? 

Blam. So he fays himfelf : he flattvs a bcatttlftl flaview. 
that I have, and calls her miftrefs. 

Orff. Muft he then flatter her to call her iniftrefs ? 
r pity the proud man, who thinks himfelf - " 

Above being in love ; What^ tbo' (he be a flavc, » 

She may defervd htm. 

B/asi. Yon &aM judge of that, wh«i you feelier, &r,^ 

Oro. I go wuh yout - {'£##*w. 

SCENE JPIaMfafim 
Lieut. Governor /bIIow!ftg Imolnda^ ^ 

wf ^; ^^*^^^««*>'^ yf^ Iconfefe my fault,. ^ 
My filr C/^^^w ; but begin again. 
And I will liften to your mournful foagr * 
Sweet as the loft .cwiipiatiiing Bighttn|al€*s. 
While every note cal[s;o«t my t^mwfng fpul,, .. 
Atad leaves me fiteot, as ike mtdmgh%^rw€H. 
Only to (htl^youiSfigfi^g agalir, 'I 
And let me w9nd«r at ^c many ways> 
Yott^ave to ravilh «c* v > ^ 
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Im9. O ! .1 cin weep 
Enougb for yoo, and me, if that will picfie jrog. 

G>i;t You mnd not weep : I come to diy yQur te^Wf ' 
A^d raifW you from yoar forrow. Look upon jne, 
Look with the eyes of kiru) ind^lg^iag love, ' ' 

T^at I ipay have fail caufe for what 1 fay : 
I come to offer you your liberty, 

And be myfelf the flave. Yoh torn away [iV/f^Aj iePi 
But every thing becomes you. 1 may take 
This pretty hand : I know yonr modefty 
Would draw it (lack ; but^yoa would take it ill* 
If I (hould let it go, I know you uou'd. . 
You (hall be genily forcM to pleafe yonrfeff ; 
That you w<ll thank, roe for, 

\;Sbs flruigglftr and gets her baa^ fr^m bim,' ihiJrik^ • 
pff'frA to kift b^r^ 
Va^f if yQ<i iVf uggle WH^ Qve. I OtoH take— — « 

Jmo. You may, m.y life, that I can part with freeljF* - 

' ■ JT^/^r Brandford, Sianroore, Oroonoko /« i6/«. 

Elan* So/ governor, we don't didur-b yo«i» I Ji0f>e r 
your miHrefs has left jcm :. you were a>aking lovsei ibe's 
thankful for the honour, I f^ppc]jfe. 

Gov^ Qtiit- infenfible to all I fay, a »d do t 
W-lfen i fpeak to her, fl\e fighs or wee|)9« 
But never anfwers me as I would have her. 

Stan, There's fomething nearer than her davery^ that 
tonches her. 
r i?W What do her fclIow*.flaves fay of her| can*t they- 
£nd the caufe f 

G^i/.. Some of 'cb^, wKoi pretend t» be wife# th^ntiie • 
reft, and hate her, I fuppo^, for hekn^ ut'd b^tcr lbai» 
they are, will nee4 have ft fte^s witk child. 

Ban, Poor wretch; if it be f>, ipHy-herr" • • 

She has loll a hu(band» that perhaps was dttr ' ' f "^ 

To her, and then yon caiiaM 6^ me her. 

Oz-r. If it be ro» indeed yM caaioi Utuie ken ^"^ 
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Go<u. No, no, it is not ftr; if it b^ Jqt . .\ . ;• . ^ 
1 Hill muft.lovftA^ff; and defiriag ftiH^. ..,.,.; 

1 muft'^njoy her. 

Blan. Try what yoa can do with Air mjeajaij apd yf^ 
come. '^ I 

Gc-v. I'll give you ten flaves for W. i . i ' l 

Blan, You know (he is our lord governor's : out ijf t\ 
* could difpofe of ber^ I.woald not now> efpeciall/ to ypiip^ 

Gov. Why not to me ? ' 

Blan, I mean againii her will. You are in 1<^^^ wU^ 
her. 
And we all know what your defires would have x, 
Love ftops at noting but pofTeffion. 
Were ihe within your pow'r, yoo do not know 
How fop Q you .would be teo^pted to forget 
The nature of the deed» ^ad, may be, a^ ^ 

A violence, ypa,afcer wouJd,rcp«nt» , ,^^ 

Orjt^ * ris godlike in you to protect the weak. 

Gfl'f. Fy, ty, I would not force her. Tho' ihe be 
A flave, her mind is free, and fhould cmfiBat. 

Oo. Such honour will ene^age her to confent: 
And then, if you're in love, (he's woith xhg having. 
Shall. we i^ot iee.Uu$ v(^nisti 

Gov, Have a care ; 
You have a heart, and ihe has conquering eyes. 

Oro, I have a heart i but if it could be falfe 
To my iirft vowi, ever to fove again,, i 

Thefe hoaeft hands ihould tear it from my breail;». 
And throw the traitor from me. O I ImoiA^a / 
Liriog or d^^d, ( can be only thine. 

Bla.t, ImoinJa was his wife : (he^s ehher dead^ 
Or Hving, dead. to him: fojrc'd &;q9i hi^ arms 
By. an i^itman father. Aaother time 
ril tell you all' , . ^ % [ ^<^ ^^^ Oc^. and Stao.. . \ 

Sta». Harh L the flaves t^ire doqe their work ;. 
And now begini their evening B^errimenC. 

Blan, The men ft txL ti), lovt^.wtth fair CtmtM^ . ; 

As much as fo^-Bj^z^^^.^jg^AffOiofiM kM-fi&r, , / . ..,; 
Frp^ aainftinfi of natural jealooiy. 
Theyi&ng,' andr dance, and try their litde uicka 
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To entertain her, and divert her fadnefs. 

May be fhe it among *«m^ iluli we fee I [Emnn 

Tbi SCENE draiMm pe^ws ihiJU'V$i% mefif nju^men and 
ibiUnn upon fbt gr9Hnd, fim9 rifi and damtf" others fiig, 
the fillrwing/ongs* 

A SONG hyS\rBarfy Sheers. ' 

Set by Mr. Ccuruviil, and fong by the Boy to Mifs t^re/sh 
T. 
jf La/j there iivei upon the gref^i , 

•^ Cou'd I her figure d^aw\ V 

jS brighter nympb wat never f ten j ' ^^ "^ ^ 
That l09h, and reigns a^ittle quieft^^ ^' " "' 

Jnd keeps tbefvomm in nnve. 

Jier eyes are Cupid's darts and avingSf^ 

Her eye'hrefws are bit he^tv ; 
Hftrfilken hair t he Jtl'ver fringe. 
Which fure Md/wiftdefiruai9n btHo^' 

To ail the vaie heUiAu 

. ^ Paf^orella'i dawning tight 

Can warmf and *uound utfo: 
Htr neon njiiiUjhine fo piercing bright^ 
Each glancing beam 'will kill entright^, *^ 

And eviry ffwain Jkbdui* v> * 

A SONG by Ux. Cheek: ]^ ;^ ][ ,., 
* Set by Mr. €cwri$^ll^ and fong by Mr; Leveridget 

.'i' ..:'■;• :t 

J^RJgbt Cynthia?J /fiwV di'vinely greats* . 

. fffbat heart is mt obeying f . ->v ♦c .^m 

. . J thm/and Capids en her wuaitf ^ v 

',,^ .. .jinfi^Jer:^e^ 0ff^f laying^ 
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II. .-. . 

Me fiems the queintf/ove /o reigBp. 

For Jh^ alone difpencn 
^uih/wtefsy. a$ bifl can enter iatM 

The guifi of all thefmfeu 

III. 

Her face A charming frefp^B brings \, 

Her breath gives balmy bliffti : 
Ibfor an angel, ^^henfiftfings^. 
And tafie of htai/n in kijfes^^ 

. . IV. 
Four fenfes tbusjhefeafis ^iibjay^^ 

From nature* s ricbeft'treafure : 
Let me the other fenfe employ^ \ 

Jnel l.Jball du with pLafurt* 

during the entertainment, the Governor, Blandford, Static 
more, Oroonoko, enter as fpe^aters ; tbett ended, Ceip^ 
tain Driver, Jack Stanmore, and feveral planters enter 
nnitb their /words drawn, \A betl rings. 

Capi. Where-aw yoti» goveciMr? maKC what hsSlev 
yoa can 
To fave yourfelf, and- the whole colosy. 
I bid 'em ring the bell. 
Gov. What's the matter ? 

J, Stan, The Indians are come down upon us : they- 
have plunder'd Tome of the plantacjons already^ and are. 
jnarching this way, as fad as they can. 
Gov. What can we do againft 'em? 
Blatt. We fhall be able to make a dand^ 'till more 
planters come in to us. 

7* Stau» There are a^reat many more without, if yoa. 
woa'd (hew yourfelf, and put us in order. 

Gov* There's no danger of the white flaves, they'll not" 
flir : Blanford and Stanmore, come you along ^th met: 
ibme of you ftay here to look sifter the black' ilaves. 

{j^.igo oni but the Captaih, dndfix Hanters, ivho 

^ ^i^ha^kitct/ekie^<>on6kQ. 

1 Plan. 
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I jWf«» Ay, ay, let us alone. ^ . 

Cupt. In the firft place we Tecure you, fir,, 
i\s an eBemy to the government. 

Oro. Arc you there, fir ? you^are my con (Ian t frie^jdV 

1 ^lan. You will be able to do a great deal of mif* 
chief. 

Capt, But we (hall prevent you : bring the irons bU 
then He has the nvaiice of a (lave in iiini, and wou*d' 
be glad CO be cutting his mailers throats, [ know him. 
Chltn bis haad? and feet, that he may not run over to 
*em I if they have him, they ihall carry him on their 
backs, that I can tell 'em.. 

Js they arecbmning <&/>v,*Blandford etmrSf runs t»tbem* 

Bhn. What are you doing there ? 

C^//. 'Securing the main chance:, this is a bofoni* 
enemy. 

BUn, Awzy, you brutes : 1*11 anAver witt my life for 
his behaviour ; fo tell the gove?nor. 

Caft, Plan. Well, fir, fo we will. ' 

l^Exeunf Capt aft J Planttru 

Ore. Give me a fword, and V\\ deferve your truft. 

A Pa^ty 0/* In di MIS 'enter y bar tying, Imoiftda ameng ^bt 
Jla<ves ; another party pf Indians Jitji at ns thtm retreating^ 
fclhtwejl at a diftanee by the Governor ivith the Flmeters .* 
Blandford, Oroonoko^wn them. 

Blan. Hell, and the devil ! they drive away our flavei 

before our faces. Governor, can you (land tamely by^ 

and fufier this ? Clemene^ fir, your miftrefs is among *em. 

Goi/. We throw ouriclves aWay in the aitcmjjit to xcf» 

tue 'em. 

Oro, A lover cannot fall more glorious, 
Than in the caufe of love He that deferves^ 
His mi(lre(s' favour will not (lay behind : 
ril lead you on, be bold, and follow, me. 

£Oroonoko, at the head of tkt PUntersy falls upote^ 

tbi Indians <witb a great Jbaut^ btats tbi^ ^Jf» 

, &uer Imoioda. 

Jm. Tm tofs'ii litmm kljr my tenpe&aoiis fatt, . < ij 

<i _ And 
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And no where muft have reft ; Indidnf^t Or Snglfjfir ,\ 

Whoever has me'/t am ftillaflave ' . 

No matter whofe I am, fince I'm n6 more 

My royal matter's; fince Vm his no more, 

O'l was happy! nay, I will be happy, ^ ^ 

In the dear thought that I ani ilill his wife^ ' 

Tho' far divided from him. 

\^Drav}s rffto a cortuf tfttijf'^^f^ 

J/tir. aflmitf int$r tbf Go^vernor *ivith OroonokOy filail» 
foHtt Sean more, and Platitfru 

Gov. Thou glorious man ! thou romething greater fore 
Tb^Q Cof/ar ev^r was I that fingle arm 
Has fav'd as all ; accept oar gegeral thanks. 

[^//^cw/tf Oroonokow 
And M^hat we can do more to rccorop.encc 
Sach noble fervices, you Ih^U cpjpaiaod. '^ • 

CUment too (hall thank you— — fhe is fafe—-— 
Look up, and blcfs your brave deliverer. 

[Brings Clemene /orwariff looking 4<i%»^ 9n tbigrM^iU 

Oro. Blefs me iqd^qil 

SIoM. Yoaitirtl 

Or^n O ay ypo sodj.! . . . - 

Who govera mis great wo^ld^i ai^4 Vlug %^PJM 
Thiaga ftrange* and un^xpei^e^i ^%ni if N ^ 

Gov. What is't.yoju ftafc *t ^ ? 

Oro^ AnAyer ope. fotne of ypfm^ yo^ >yjij0, hj^v^ f^^PJf^ 
And have your fen^s free : or ai;i:e yo.y ^1 
Struck thro' with wondef too ? ILopii/fg Jijll ^^t qp hift*^ 

■ Blan* What ^iou'd you know ? ' ^ , 

Qro* My fojij fteals fro^ my body thrp' my.cyejj ^ 
All that is left of life, I'lJ g^zc aw^y. 
And die upon the pi eafu re. \ :, 

Gov. This is ft'range I 

Oro. If you but mock me with your Lmagc here I 
\{ ikie h^ TiQl ImoinJa 

tSbe looks upon bim^ and falls ipioafijoqon, be r1imt9 bat* 
Hal (he faints! . ^ , "^ "" 

Nay, then it mqft be (he : SHs Imvi^da : 
My hear(ieoDf<d(:& b^r, anfii^le|psJi0>jo^ :\. < '* . >^* 
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To welcome her to her own empire here, '/ 

I feel her all, in every pari of me. / " 

O I let IDC prefs her in my eager arms, 
Wake her to life, and with this kindling kifs *' '^ 

Give back that foul, (he only fent to me. [KiJfiS lir}. 

Gov. I' ani amaa'd ! 

JBUh, I am as much as you. 

O to, JmeiKiia/ 0\ thy Oroon^ioctAU. ' \^ 

[ i moi n d a tomhg f» lifi^ 

Imo. lAyOrMtt»k»! O! T can't believe 
What any man can fay. But if J am 
To be dcccivM, there's fomethicgin that name, 
That voice, that face, [Srahnf on him^ 

O! if I know m'yfelf, I cannot be midaken. 

[Ruas and imbracet Oroonokow 

Oron Never here ; 
Yoo cannot be miftaken : I am yours, 
Your Qr6onckoy all that ybu would have» 
Your tender loving huiband. 

Ima. Al! indeed , 

That I would have : my hnfi>and f tlien I an 
Alive, and waking to the joys I feel: 
They were fo great, I could not think 'em true. 
But I believe all that you fay to me ; ^ 

For truth itfelf, aHid eVeHafting love 
Grows in this breaft, and pleaHire in thefe armt. ' 

Or9> Take, take me all : enquire into my hearty 
(You know the way to tvtry fee ret there) 
My heart, the lacred treafury of love : 
And if, in abfence, I have mif employ M. 
A mite frinn the rich Hore ; if I have tpent 
A wilh, a figh, but what 1 fent to you ; 
l^ay 1 be curs'd towiih, and figh in vain,. 
And you not pity me, 

Jmo. O! I believe, 
And know you by myfeff. If thefe fed ey'es,^ 
Since laft we parted, have beheld the face 
Of any comfort ; or once wi(hM to fee 
The light of any other heav'n, but you i '^ 
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May I be llruck this moment l^lind^ and iofe . 
Yourbleiled it ght, never to find y.ou.moxc. i 

Oro, hnoinda! CX\ this reparation 
Has made you dearer, if it can be (o^ . 

TJian you were ever to me. Vou appear 
Like a kind ftar to my benighted fleps,. 
To guide me on my way to happinefs r 
I cannot mifs it now. Governor, f'rieQd^ 
Yoa think me mad : but let me blefs you alf^ 
Who» any way^.have been the Inftrnments 
Of finding her again. Imoindah found ! 
And every thing, that 1 would have in her. 

[Embracing her in the moft pajjlinatt fondni/r^. 

Stan. Where's your miftrcfe now, governor ? 

Gov. Why, where moll men's miftrcflcs are forced tc^ 
be fome times, 
With her hufband^ it feems : but I won't lafe her To. 

\AJidi. 

Stan, He has fought ludily for her» and deferves heCf 
111 fay that for him. 

Blan. Sir, we congratulate your happinefs ;. I do moft 
beartily. 

Go'v. And all of os ; bat how it comes- to paA— -^> 

Ore. That will require 
More precious time tnan I can fpare you no^^ ^ 

I have a thoufand things to a&. of her. 
And (he has many more to know of me. 
13 ut you have made me happier, I confefs, 
Acknowledge it, much happier, than I 
Have word«, or pow'r to tell you. Captain, yoo>, 
Ev'n you, who moft have wrong'd me, I forgive, 
I will not fay you have betrayM me now ; . . 
I'll think you but the miniiler of fate,' 
To bring me to my lov'd ///rwWtf here. 

Imo, How, how ihall I receive you ? how be worth/ 
Of fuch endearments, all this tendernefs i 
Thefc are the tranfports of profperity,. 
When fortune fmiies upon us. 

Oro. Let the fool*, ,^ ' 

Who follow fortune, live upon her (miles.. 

All 
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All 00 r profpfrity is plac'd in love. , . 

We have enough of that to make iis hanpy». 

This little fpct offcarth you ftand upop, 

Is more to me, than tlie extended plain?, 

Of my great father's kingdcm. Htrc f rcfgn 

In fail delights, in joys to powV unknown ; 

Your love my empire, and your heartily throne. 



ACT 111. S C E N E I. . 

Infer Aboan uith fivnal Slavej^ and Hotcinao. 

Hot. 1X7 HAT! to b^ (laves to cow^d^ ! flavf* to 
yV rogues ♦ who can't defend them Tel ves 1 

Ab9. Who IS this feltew \ he taljcs as if l^e \v<;jpp ac- 
quainted with our deiign : \\ he one of us ? 

\MJt t9 his Bw^fg* 

Sla^. Not yet : but he will be glad to make w^, f, 
bdieve. 

jfSe. He makes a mighty noif#. 

Ban. Go, fnc^fe^ila ^qj:^^»4 w)fii^swt your gricfi^ 
For fear your mafte/s hear yoo ; cringe and Ci:oapli 
Under the bloody whip. Uke b^at^n ^un$ 
That lick their wounds, ^nd know no oth^r cqrc^ 
All, wretches all ! you feel their i^rufUy, 
As much as I can feel> but dare not g^o^n. , . ^^ 

for my part, while I h^ve a life an4 tongue^ 
1*11 curfe the authors pf my flavery. , . ,- , . , 

jiSom Have you been long a fl/ive ? : . : 

Hot, Ye?, many years. 

Mo. And do you only curfe f 

Hot,, Curfe ? only curfe ? I cannot conjure,^. , • '. 
To raife the fpirits up of other men : 
I am but one. O ! for a foul of fire, . j 

To warm, and animate our common caufe, . 
And make a body ci us ; thei^ I would • 
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Do fompthi ng more tiiancu rfe. 

^'J^o, That body fee on foot, you would be one, 
A limb, to lend it motion ? 

H,t, I vvo«Id he ,. . ■ 

The hcar'tof it ; the head, the hand, and h«art, ' j« 

Would 1 could fee the day., , * 

Aho, You will do all yourfelff 
" //<./ 1 would do more 
Than I (hall fpeak : but I may find a time. , 

Jl^o, The cinre may come to vou ; be ready for*t, 
Mcthinks he talks too much : V\\ know him more, 
Before I truft him farther. 

5/av. If r;e dares 
Half what he fays, he'll beof ufe to us. 

*• 
£Vi/i^r Blandford /tf /i6f«r. ' 

Blan, If there be any one among you here 
That did belong to Oroonokoy fpcak, , 

I come to him. 

Jbo, I did belong to him. Jhcan my name. 

Biun, You are the man I want; pray, come with me* 

SCENE ir. 

Enter Oroonoko aMii Imoinda. 

O*"*. T do not blame my father for his love : 
(Tho* that Ikd been enough to ruin me) 
*rwas nature's fault, that made you like the fun, . 
The reafonable worlhip of mankind : ' *' 

He could not help his adoration. ' ' 

Age had Dor lock'd his fenfes up fo cIofe» 
But he had eyes, thatopen'd to his foul. 
And to >k your beauties in : he felt your powV, 
And th:;refore I forg ve his loving you. 
But when 1 think 6ti his barbarity, . ^ • 

That could expofe you to f6 many wrongs | . .\ 
Driving you out to wretched ilavery, ^, './^ ^ ^ r 

Only for being mifte'j Chen I conTefs, \ ^ ^ .^ V ^^. 

Iwi4 
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1 wifli I coold forget the name of fon, . . -1 

Thar I might curfc the tyrant. '' " ' ,^ , '^ 

/>wff. I will blefshim, • . ^ 

For I have found you here: heaven ooly kno^vs 
What it referv'd for m^ but if we guefs 
The future by the paft, our fortune mu& 
Be wonderful, above the common £ze 
Of good or ill ; it muft be iu extremes : 
£xtreroeiy happy, br extremely wretched. 

Or 9, 'Tis in our pow'r to make it happy now. 

Jmv, But not to keep it fo. 

Sfnter Blandfof d aik( AbotB. 

Blan. My royal lord ^ ., 

I have a prefent for you. . V / 

Oro, Jfboan! 

Mq, Your lowef! Have. r 

Oro. My try'd and valu'd frieftd. 
This woc^hy man always prevents my wants ^ 
I only wiih'd, and he has brought thee to me. 
Thou art furpris'd : carry thy duty there ; 

f Aboan gon to Imoinda and falls at htrfiA% 
While I acknowledge mine, how fhall I thank you ? 

Slan, Believe me honitfl to ytMir intereft. 
And I am more than paid. 1 have fecur'd, 
That all your followers. (hall be gently .us'd. 
This gentleman, your chiefeft favourite, 
^hali wait upon your perfon, while you ilay 
Among ins. 

Of* I owe every thing to you. ' ^, 

Blan, You muft not think you ate in flaVery, 

Oro. I do not find lam; ,^ -. 

Blau. Kind heav'n ha? roiraculoufly fent 
Thofe comforts, that may teach you to e;cpeA ^ . ' 
Its farthbr care, in your deliverance, 

Oro, I foroetimes think royfelf, heav'a^iacQncern^fl/ 
Fo* my: deliverance. . , j ' 

Blan. It'wfllbefqont 
You may exped it. Pray, in the tatin tiine^. 
^^p^i^ chearftil ^s you can ami>ng aSk 
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You have forac cneinies» that reprefept 
You dangerous, and wou1(t be glad to find ^ 

A reafon, in your difcontent, to fear : 
They watch yoar looks. ^But there are honeil mens 
Who are your friends : you are fecure ia them* , 
Orfl. 1 thank you fon your caution. 
Blan. I will leave you: 
And be a/Tur'd, I wilh your liberty. [Exit. 

J':o, He fpcaks you vQvy fair, 
Oro* He means me fair. 
Jb'b. If he (hould not, my lord. 
Oro. If he (hould not ! 
ril not fnfpea this truth : but if I did. 
What (hall I get by doubting i 

Jko. You ^cure. 
Not to be difappointed : but befides. 
There's this advantage in fu^'pefling him : 
When you put oflF the hopss of other men. 
You will rely upon your god-like felf; 
And then you may be fure of liberty. 

Oro. Be fure of liberty ! what doft thou mean; ^ 

Advifing to rely upon myfelf? 

1 think I may be fure on't: we mttH wait: } 

'Tis worth a little patience. iTurniiigto Imoioda. 

Ma. O my lord ! - . .^ 

Oro. What doft thou drive at f 
Mo, Sir, another time 
You would have found it fooner: bat I (ee ^ 

Love has your heart, and takes up all your th6ught8«^.i > 
Oro And canft thou blame mc ? ^^,^ 

Mo, Sir, I muft not blame you. 
But as our fbrtune (lands, there is a paffioa 
(Your pardon royal miftrefs, I muft ipeak,) 
That would become you better than your love ; 
A brave refentment ; which infpir'd by you, 
Mieht kindle and difFufe a generous irage. »^ 

AiHdiirgth^^ (Isives, to rouze an<{ (hake our thain^», ..^.j j 
And ftruggle to be free. ^ 

Or0. How can we help odrfelves? , , C^V 

jilv. 1 knew yoo> when you would ^yeJTqttftAjLwi^ 
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How help oiTr£?lves ? tht rtry Indians teach as: 
Wc need but to attempt our liberty, • 

And we may carry it. We have hands fafiicient. 
Double tYie nomber of our mafters force. 
Ready to be cmploy'd. What hin4rrs as 
To fct *em at work? we want feat you. 
To head our enterprke, and bid bs itrike; 
Or#. What would you do ^ 
^^#. Cut our oppreflfors throats. 
Oro, And you would have me join in yoardefigA 
Of murder? 

Wife. It deferves abetter name; 
But be it ^hat it \VilI, 'tisjufttfy^d 
By felf>defence, and natufd liberty. 
Or9. V\\ hear no moreon't. 
Ji?9. I am forry for't. 
Or*. Nor ihiill you think of it. 
jih: Not think of it ! 
Oro. No, 1 com m and you not. 
Ako, Remember, Sir, ' 
You are a (lave yourfelf, and to command - 

Is now another's right. Not think of it ! 
Since the firft inoment they put on my chains, 
IVe thought of nothing but the weight of 'em. 
And how to throw 'em off*: can yours £t eafy! 

,Or; I haveafenfe of my condition. 
As painful, and as quick, as yours can be. 
I feel for my Imoinda and myfelf ; 
Im^inda much thetendereil parLof me. 
But though ( languifti for my liberty, 
I would not buy it at' the Chrifltan price . 
Of black ingratitude : they ihail not fay. 
That we deferv'd our fortune t)y our crimefi. 
Murder rhe innocent! 
Abc^ Th6 innocent! 

Of(r. Thefe men are fo, whom yon would filb agaiats 
If we ate ilstves, they didnot make.us flavc« > 
But bought us in an. honell way of trade; 
As we have done before 'eiir, bought and ibid 
Many a wretch, and never thought it v^roog. 
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They paid o«r price for u% «tid we arsnow 

Their property, a part of their elkite. 

To manage at they pkafe. Mffiake i»e nott 

I do not tamely fay^ that 'we Should bear ■ ' ^ 

All they couhi lay u^a.isa: but vre fiad '^ 

The load Co light, fo Ibxlt td be /ek, 

(Confideriog they have 4is in their powtr^ 

And may inlid what grieraacea they pleafe^ 

We ought not to conptain* 

M9, My royai lord ! 
You do not know the heavy grietances^ 
The toils, the laisours, weary dradgetits, ' '" 

Which they impofe ; bardeos, more fit for beafts^ 
For fenfejefs beafts to bear, thae thinking mea. 
Then if you faw the bloody craeities 
They execute on every flight oienoe{ 
Nay fometimes in their proud, io/olting fport^ 
How worfe than dogs, they laft their felloi^-craatfires : 
Your heart would bleed for them. O could you kaowr ^ 
How many wretches lift their hands and e/es 
To you, for their relief, 

Oro. I pity 'era,- ' - 

And wifli I could with honefly do fliore. " - 

ji6o. You muft do more, and may, with hontftf*'- * 
O royal (ir, remember who you are : 
A prince, born f^r the good of other men $ 
Whofc god like office is to draw the fword 
AgainftoppreiEon, and fet free mankind : 
And this I'm fure, you think oppreffion now* 
What tho* you have not felt thele miieries, • 
Never believe you are oblig'd to them ; 
They have their Icififti reafbns, may be, now. 
For ufing of you well : but there will come » 
A time, when you muft have your Ihare of 'cfti, 

Oro. You fee how little cauie I have to think- fo: 
Favoor'd iu my own peHbn, in my fr'rnd-s ; 
Indulg'd in all tr.at can concern my care, 
in my Imotmia^a foft fociety. [Enhrticing hfr\ 

Abo, And therefore wouH you lye contented do»vn ^ , 
In the forgetfulnefs, aitd arms of loVe, . . 1' 

Vol. II. P Ta 
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To get young princes for 'cm I • .• ^ .v. -'^. - ^.: A 

Orp. Say'Jl chou! ha! . * '' '' 

^^(y. Priocesy the heirs of empire, and the IsC 
Of your ilUftri^s lineage* to.be horn - i.-. T 

To pamper up their pride» <A9dbe their, flaves? ^pa i 
Ore, ImnmJa ! fave me, fare me from that theii^^t»H 
Ime, There is no fafety Irom it i X have long . : 7 
SoflPer'd it wijth a mother's labouring pains ) • aj 

And can no longer. Kill mes.-kiH me aotv* ^ 
Whilft I am bleS, and happy in yoor love ; ; ^ ! 

Rather than let me live to fee yoa hale me ; T 

As you mnft hate me : me. the only .cauie ; J 

The fountaijpr^f thefe flowing miferies: - . !v7 

Dry up this fprtng of life, this poi$'0O9$ fprin^a^, ^:< uJ 
That fwells fo.fa^, to overwhelm as aUf /. .ui.o > i> iiji»£ 
Oro. Shall the dear babe, the^eldfiftoffliyhopiVi^:. T 
Whom I begot a prince, be born a flavei . a- n.>< :^ 
The treafure of this temple was deiign'd ... >i ^! 
T'enrich a kingdom's fprmne : fliall it here K 

Be feia'd upoo by vUe uohaUow'd hands, .,i\ 

To be employ 'd in ufes mod prophane ? . . '^ il 

Jbo. In moil unworthy ufes ; think of that ; , 
And while yoQ m^y, prevent it« O my lord ! . . ^.. I 
Rely en nothing that they fay to you. . 

They fpeak you fair, I know, and bid'you ^^U 
But thick what 'tis to wait on promifes : 
And promifes of men, who know no tie 
Upon their words, againil their intereft : 
And where*^ their intered in freeing you ? 

Imo. O ! wh«re indeed, to lofe (o many Haves ? . . : 
Abe. Nay, grant this man, yo^ thinly fo. much your 
friend, 
Be honed, and intends all that he fays : 
He is but one ; and in a govemnient, 
Where, he cpnfeiTes, you have enemies 
That watch yoi^r looks; what looks can you put on, 
Topleafe the!fe men, vho arc before refolv'd 
To 1 f a^ 'erp their own way i alas ! my lord I . 
If they incline to think you dangerous,. . „ 
They have their knavi^ ar($ to make ouf o. 

And 
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And then who knows how lar tbcircraetjrf 
May carry their revenge i 

I mo. To erery thing. 
That does belong to yon ; your friends^ and met 
I fluU betorafromyoa, forced away, ' ' 

Hdplefi, and tntferab^ : fliail f live 
To fee th aft day again ? 

Oro, That day fttail never come. 

Abo. I know yott areperCuaded to beliete 
The governor's arrival wrli prevent ^ » • 

Thefc mifchiefs, and beftow your liberty^: 
But who is fure of that ? [ rather fear 
More mifchiefs from his coming : he i« yoaiigy 
Luxurious, pafliooate, and amorou»: 
Such a complexion, and made bbid by power^ 
To coiitttena«)ce all he is prone to do ; 
Will know no bounds, no law againft his lafts^ 
If, in a fit of his ifitemperance. 
With a ftroBg hand, he (houid refolve to (efte. 
And force my royal mlftrefs from yosr arm«i 
How can you help yourielf / ^ 

Oro. Ha ! thott haft rouz*d 
The lion in his den^ he ftslkd abroady 
And the wide foreft trembles at his roar« 
I find thtf danger BOW e my fpiritsilarc 
At the alarm, and from all quarters come 
To man my heart, the citadel of love. 
Is there a power on ear^h tO fbrCe yon from me \ 
And (hall 1 not refill it I not firike firfc 
To keep, to fave you ; to prevent that curfe? 
This is your caofe, and (hall it not prevail ? 
O ! you were born all ways to con(|aer me.* - ' 
Now I am fafiiion'd to thy porpofe? fpe^k. 
What combination, what confpiracy, 
Would'ft thou engage me in ? I'll undertake 
All thou wottldft have me now for liberty, " \ 

For the great caufe of love and liberty*. * 

4bo Now, my great mafter, you appear ybtirMfl' ^ ^, 

Anid fince we have you joined in our defij^rr, • •'- k^"^- ^^ 

It cannot fail a». 1 have ihttfter^ up • -^ . '^ '^^ 

Fa The 
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The choiccft flave«i men who arc (cnhMe 
Of their condition, and fcem moft refoiv'd : 
TKey have their feveral parties. 

Oro, §u moron 'cm* 
Aflemble 'em : I will come forth, and fhewr 
My felf among them : if ihey arc rcfolv'd, 
I'll lead their foremoft refolutions. 

Mc. I have provided thoTc will foflow yo», 

Oro, With this rcfcrve in oor proceeding fidUy 
The means that lead ns too«r liberty 
Mud not be bloody. 

ji6o. You command m alL 
We (hall expcft you. Sir, 

Oro, You ftiall not long,. 

lExeufft OfO. aniilmOs at oM Jo$r^ hh^*4ii^tnoibir, 

SCENE iir. 

Welldon coming in htfare Mrs, Lackitt* 

Wid^ Thefe anmannerly Indians were fonethiirg un- 
feafonable, to difturb us j oft in th« nick, Mr, PFti/don : 
but I have the paribn within call (liN, to do us the good 
turn. 

fTil We had bcft ftay a little. Ilhink, to fee things fet- 
tled again, had not we ? marriage is a ferions thing, you 
know. 

If^id, What do you talk of a fcrious thing, Mr. WelU 
don? I think you have- found me AifHcientiy feritms : I 
have marry'd my Ton to your iiftej, to pleafure yon ; and 
now I come to claim your promife to me, you tell me 
marriage is a fenous thing. 

WeL Why, is it not ? 

Wld, Fiddle faddle, 1 know what it is : 'tis not the firft 
time I have been marry'd, I hope : but I (hail begin to 
think you don't deiign to do fairly by me, fo J ihall. 

WeL Why indeed, Mrs, Lackittj I am afraid I can't do 
as fadrly as I would by you. *Th what you muft know 
£rft or laft i mul I (hould be Uie worft man in the world 

to 
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to conceal it any Icag^; therefore I muft own to you, 
that I am mariy'd already. 

fVid, Ma-ry'd ! you don't fay (Oy I hope! how have you 
the confcience to tell me fuch a thing to my face! have 
you abus'd me then, fooled and cheated me ? What do 
you take me for, Mr. JJ^eiUofi ? Do you think I am to be 
.fcrv'd at this rate ? But you (han't find me the filly crea- 
ture, you think me: 1 would have you to know, I un- 
deriUnd better things, than to ruin my Ton without a 
valuable confideration. Ff I can't have you, lean keep 
my money. Your filler fhan't have the catch of hiin 
Ihe expelled : I won't part with a ihilling to 'em. 
. IVel You made the match yourfclf, you know, you 
can't blame me. 

*^W^it. Yes, yes, lean, and do blame you; you might 
have told me before you were marry*d. 

WeL I would not have told you now 5 but you fol- 
low'd me fo clofe, I was fbrc'd to it : indeed I am marry'd 
in England \ but 'tis, as if I were not \ for I have been 
parted from my wiife a great while ; and to do reafon ^n 
Doth fides, we h^te one another hedrttty. Now 1 did 
defign, and wvM many you ftifl, if you'll have a Uttle 
patience. 

JFid. A \ikt\y bufinefs trnl/. 

WiL I htfve a friettd in Englttmi thnt I will write to, to 
poifon my wife, and then 1 can marry you with a good 
confcience, if you love me, as yos fay you do ; you'll 
con fen t to that, I'm furc. 

fFfJ. And will he dait, dt> you think? 

JFifl. At the firft word, or he is not the man I take 
him to be. 

ffid. Well, you are a dear devil, Mr. WtlUon j and 
would you poifon your wife for me ? 

IVeL I would do any thing for you. 

fTiel. Well, I am mightily obliged to you. But 'twill 
be a great while before you can have an anfwcr of your 
letter. 

Welt 'Twill be a great while indeed. 
• Wid. In the mean time, Mr. Weildon ^^-^^ 

P 3 W,h 
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mL.'^hy in ^be m«an tiiiic*-.^- H^e*s c^m^wtif : 

we'll fctiU that within, TJl follow you. [^jw# /^Wow 

MtiUr Stanroore» 

Stan, So, fir, yoit carry your bufincfs fwimmingly : 
you have ftolen a wedding, I hear. 

fFeL Ay, my filler is ma^ry'd : and I am Very near be- 
ing run away ^'ith myfelf. 

Sfan. The ividcw will have you then. 

^gi. You come very feafonably to my refeue : JacA 
Sianmcreh to be had, 1 hope. ' 

Stan, At halfa'h hoiir's warning. 

WtL 1 roufx advife with you, • • ^£^f|^^^ 

S C E N E IV. .OL 

V Oroonoko laiih Aboan, Hottinaa» andJta^iHU 

Oro^ Impoflible ! nothing^s impoi&ble : t . % 

l¥e kfiow our ilMVg^h only by bdng try*d* 
If yea object the mountains, fiversi woods 
UBfyafiable, that lie before Our march : ^ 
Woods we can fet on fire ; we fwim by nature s 
What can oppofe us then, but we iaa.y tanti 
All things fubmit to virtuous indnftry % 
That we can carry with us, tha^t is oora. 

Slav* Great fir, we have attended all you faid. 
With iilent joy and admiration : 
And, were we only men, would follow kt^k% >. 
So great a leader, thro' the untry^d world. 
Bat, oh 1 coAfide^-we have oth^r names^ 
Hufbandsand fathers, and have things more dear 
To us than life, our children and our wives. 
Unfit for fuch an expedition : 
What moll become of them i 

Oro, We will not wrong 
The virtue of our women, to believe 
There is a wife among 'em would refufe 
To ihare her hufband's fortune. What is hard, : 

W* 
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Wfe^AWfT make ieafy to **m in ottt lofc ; - whae^ W*«li^, 

•Ai«l have 4ttr liqibvi wc can take care t>f them > - ^ 

Therefore I (lill propofe to lead our march 

Down to the fea, andt^latit a colooy : 

Wbc,rc». in. our native innocence, we ftialijive . .^ 

Free, and able to defend Obrfclves ; 

*TiUjflref& of weather, or fome^ccidenl 

Provide a ihip for us. 

ji6o» An accident! 
The luckiejd accident prefcnts itfelf ; 
The very fhip, that brought and made us navei» 
Swims in the river (lill; i fee no caufe 
•ftlL^^ may feize on that. 

Oro. It hiall be fo: 
There is a jaftice in it plesfes me» 
Do you agree to it? ' [Tc thiJIaviSm 

Omms* We follow yon. 

Or^.' Yoo do not relifli it. [To Hottman« 

Hot> I am afraid . 
You'll find it difficult and dangerous. 

Mg. Are you the man to find the danger firft ? 
You fhott'd bave'giv'n example. Dangerous \ 
I thought yoo had not underflood the word ; 
You, who would be the bend, the hand', afld heart: *■ 
Sir, I remeMber ybu> you can. talk well; 
I will not dbubt but yom'll maintain your word. 

Oro. This fellow 11 not right, V\\ try him further. 

[To Aboan* 
The danger will be certain to us all t 
And death moft certain in mifcarrying. 
We mud expert no mercy, if we fail : 
Therefore our way mud be i^ot to expedl ; 
We'll pat it out 0^ expedation. 
By death upon the place, or liberty* 
There is no mean, but death or liberty. 
There's no man here, I hope, but comes prepared 
For all that can befall him. 

Jlfo. Deith is all : 
In moft conditions of humanity ^ 

To be defir'dy but fo be ihunn*4 innone-: . * , • 

P4 The 
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The nmtdy of many ; wiih of ibme ; 

And certain end of «il. 

If there be one amoogft us, wrho can fear 

Thie face of death appearing like a friend, 

As in this caufe of honour death muft be ; 

How will he tremble, whtn he fees him dreft 

In the wild fury ^f our enemies, 

In all the terrors of their cruelty ? 

For now if we (houKi fall into their' haod»» 

Cculd they invent a thotffand murdering maySt 

By racking torments^ we (hould feel 'em all. 

Hot. What wil) become of us ? 

Oro, Obfe/ve him now. [To Abo. conetrnh^ HoU 

I could die altogether, like a man : 
As you, and you, and all of us may do ; . 
Put irhocan promife for his bravery 
Upon the rack ? where faintingi woary life, . 
Hanced thro' every limb, is Ibre'd to leel 
An agonizing death of all its parts f 
Who can bear this ? reibive to be eaipaKd ? 
His {kin ilaad off, aad roafted ye( alive? 
The quivering fieik to/n fron am broken boni^Sf 
l^y burning pin««irs ? who ciut bear 4kefe fw^} 

Bpi. They are mok to be bani« 

[XH/ciwerii^ all fie *^fyfii^^ tf/iMn 

Oro. Yo« fee btin D«w« tkii Ate of m^hiy words I 

Aito. How his eyes xoM I 
. Oro* He cannot hide bis fear: 
I try'd him this way» and have fbimd hhsi oo«. 

Abo. I cou-d not have beliei^'il it. Siiftb a blaie. 
And not a fpark of fire ! 

Org. His violence, 
Made me fufpe^ him iiril : now Pni' convinc'd* 

Ako^ What ihall we do with bimf 

Oro. He is not fit 

JBo. Fit ! hang him, he is only fit to be 
Juft what he is, to live and die a Oave : 
The bafe companion of his fervile fears., 

Oro. We arc not fafe with him. 

Jho. Do yott think fo? 



d by Google 



OROONpKO. 3M 

Oro, HeMl certainly betray us. 

Abo. That he fhan*t ; 
I can cake care of that : I have a way 
To take him oiF his evidence. 

Or§. What way ? 

ABo. V\\ Hop his mouth before you, fiab him h^e^ 
And then let him inform. 

[G&ing toftuh Hottman, Orooaoko kMs blm^ 

Ore. Thoa arc not mad I 

Abe* I would fecure ourfelves. 

Ore. It Ihall not be this way ; nay^ cannot be ; 
His murder would alarm all the reft. 
Make 'em fufped us of barbarity, 
Afid, may be, fall away from ourdefign. 
We'll not fetout in blood : we have, my friends. 
This night to furnifh what we can provide, 
For our fccurity, and juit defence. 
If there be one among us we fufpedt 
Of bafenefs, or vile fear, it will become 
Our common dare, to have our eye^ on Mm ; 
I will not name the man. 

Aho. You guefs at hira* \^o Hottmani 

Ore. To-morrow, early as the breaking aay^ 
We rendezvous behind the citron grove. 
That (hip fecur'd, we may^tranfport ourfelves 
To our refpedlive homes ; my father's kingdom 
Shall open her wide arms to take you in, 
And ntme you for her own, adopt you ali» 
All, who will follow me, 

Otsii^n. All, all foHow you. 

Ore. There I can give you all your liberty i 
Beftow its bleffin^s, and fecure 'em yours. 
There you ihall live with honour, as becomes 
My fellow-fufFerers, and worthy friends \. 
This rf we do fucceed : but if we fall 
In our attempt, ^is npbler ftill to die, 
1\axL drajj the g^llipg yoke of flaverf* CSvfMTr 
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A C T IV. S C E N E !• 

Enter Welldon am J Jack Stanmore. 

IF#/. XT OU fee, honeft JacJ^t I have been induffriotts 
11 f<>' you • yoo ID oft take ibme pains' now to 
ftrve yourfelF. 

7. Sfan. Gad, Mr. JVelUon^ I have taken a great deal 
of pains I and if the widow (peaks konefilyy hhYk and 
troth, (he'll tell you what a pains-taker 1 am. 

iT^/. Pie, fie, not me : I am her hulband.you know ^ 
ihe won't tell me what pains yoa have taken with her : 
befides, (he takes you for me. 

J. Si an. That's true : I forgot you had marry'd her. 
Bnc if yoa knew all — 

Jfel. *Tis no matter for my knowing all^ if (he does — 

J* Stan. Ay, ay» (he does know, and more than ever 
ihe knew fioce (he was a woman, for the time; I will 
be bold to fay : for f have done 

WeL The devil take you, for you'll never have done. 

y. Sfan, As old as Hie is^ (he has a wrinkle behind 

more than (he had, I believe For 1 have taught hep» 

what fte never knew in her life before. 

Jf^tL What care I what wrinkles fiic has ? or what 
you have taaght her ? if you'll let me advife yoa, yon 
may $ if not, yoo may prate on, and inin the whole de- 
fign. 

y. Sfan'^ Well, well, I have done. 

ff^tl. Nobodv, but your couiln, and yoa^ and I, know 
any thing of this matter. I have marry'd Mrs. Lackitt^ 
and put you to bed to her, which ihe knows nothing of, 
to (trvt you : in two or three days I'll bring it about to^ 
to refign up my claim, and with her confent» quietly to 
jrou. 

J. Stan. But how will you doit? 

WiL That mud be my bufinefsi in the mean nme, iF 
^bU (hould make any noife, 'twill come to her ears, apd 
e'impoffibl^ to reconcile her. 

^■' - ■ ■ ■ y.si^ 
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^ y. Stan* Nay, as for that, I know the way ta recon^ 
cile hcri I warrant you, ! . 

fP^eL Buc how will yoa get h«r money 2 I am marry'di 
to her, 

7. Sfan, That I don't know indeecf. 

lf7L You muft leave it to me, you find ; all Ac painf 
' i (hall put you to, will be to be flknt : yqu can jlold your 
tongne for two or three days i ^ 

y. Stan. Truly, not well, in a matter of this naturd^ :- 
ihould be very unwilling to lofe the reputatioi) of this 
night's work, and the pleafure of telHng. 

JVil, You mull mortify that vanity a little ? you will 
liave time enough to brag and lie of your manhood, 
wlien you Have her in a bare-facM condition to difprove 
, yog. 

7, Stan. Well, I'll try what I can do ; the hopes of her 
money miifl do it. 

fFfL You'll come at night again ? 'tis your own bu* 
finefs. 

y. Stan. But yotf have the credit on'f. 

TVeL 'Twill be your own another day, as the widow 
iays. Send your cou^lin to me ;. I want his advice. 

y. Stan. I want to be recruited, I'm fure, a good " 
breakfaft, and to bed : (he has rock'd my cradle Tuifi- 
eiently. [^Exit. 

Wei She woirid have a bufband ; and if all be, as he^ 
iays, ihe has no ^eafon to complain : but there's no rely- 
ing on what the men fay upon thefe occaiions 1 they 
have the benefit of their bragging, by recommending: 
their abilities to other women : theirs is a trading eftate, 
that lives upon credit, and increafes by removing it out 
of one bank into another. !fJow poor women have jiot 
t icfe opportunities ; we muft keep our flock* dead by us,, 
at home, c6 be ready for a purchafe, when incomes, % 
hafljand, let him be never fo dear, and be glad, of him ; 
or venture our fortunes abroad on fuch rotten fecurityi 
^at the. principal and intereft,. nay vefy often oujc per- 
fons, are in danger. Jf the wom^n wo^ld agree (wl^ich 
they never will) to call home their effipds, >)p\>iypi^y 
propct gcflilemcn woul4 fneak, intoftapther.waj^V liv- 
E 6> ing;, 
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ingy for want of beiog refponfibhe in tKi$ ? thm l^ofbands 
would be cheaper. Here comes the widow, (he'll tell 
truth z ihc*ll not bear falfe witiiefa agatttiQ! her own kite* 
reft, I know. 

Enur Wid9w liackitCk 

. WiL Now, Mrs. Latkitt. 
WiJ. Well, well, Lackiif, or what foa will now^; »mr 
'Tam marry'd to yoa ; I am very well plcas'd with what 
1 hav« done, I aflTurc you. 

fiKL And with what I have done too, I hope. 
fP7(^. Ah ! Mr. WeHdon ! I fay nothing, but yooVe a 
dear mas, and I did not think it had been in you. 
iVtl, I have naore i'a me than yoa imagine. 
Wid, No, no, you can't have more «^an I knagiwe 5 
'tis impoffible to have more: you have enough foir kny 
worran, in an honefl way, that I will {vf for yon. 
IFeL Then I find you are fatisHed. 
Wid* Satisfied ! no indeed ; I'm not to be fadsfied, 
with you or wiihoot you : to be fatisfied* is to have e- 
sough of you i now, 'tis a folly to lie : I fliall never 
think I can have enough of you. I ftiall be very fond of 
you: wou'd you have me fond of you? what dSo you t» 
me, to make me love you fo well I 

WiL Can't you tell what ? i 

Wid. iGo ; there's no fpeaking to yo« : yoo bring alt 
the blood cf one's body into one's face, ip you do : whj^ 
do ytu talk fo? 

Wit, Why, how do I talk ? 

Wid. You know bow : but a little colour becomes m^% 
I believe. How do I look to-day? 

Wih O ! moft lovinglyi moft amiably. 
* Wtd, Nay, this can't be long a fecrct, I find, I ihalt 
^ifcovcr it by my countenance. ' 
' WeL 1*he women will find you out, you look ib chear^ 
fully." 

' Vf^td, But do I ; do I reaSy look fo chearfully, io ami* 
ably ? there's no fuch paint in the world as the natural 
flowing of a complexion. Let 'em fi'nd me out, if they 
pleafe^ poor creacures, I pity 'eai: tbeyeuffme, Pui 
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fitf^ mf4 would bei gkid to mend th^ir looks upon the 
fame occafion. The young jLl-flirting girls, forfooth, be- 
lipw Biobody muft Kiiv« a hulbaud but themfelves ; bat I 
would have 'em to know there are other things to be 
taken care of, befides their green-ficknefs. 

fFi/, Ay^ Aire, or the phyiiciai|s would have bm little 
pradice. 

. ffU Mr. WilUon^ what moil I call you : I muff have 
fome pretty food name or other for you ? what (hall I 
call you ? 

WtL I thought you lik'd my own name. 

Wld, Yes, yes, 1 like it ; but I mnil have a nick-ndtne 
for yon ; rooft women have nick- names for their hus- 
bands 

WiU CockoW. 

Wid. No, no i but 'tis very pretty before company > 
it looks negligent, and is the faihion, you know. 

fVel, To be negligent of their huibands, it is indeed- 

JViJ, Kay then, 1 won^c be in the faihion ; for I cai» 
never be negligent of dear Mr. IVglldon r and to convince 
you, here's romething to encourage you not to be neglt* 

f^nt of me. [Gi^ej him a furfe and a littli cafiet. 

ive hundred pounds in gold in this % and jewels to the 
value of five hundred pounds more in this. 

[Welldon opens the cajkit. 

WtL Ay, marry, this will encourage me indeed. 

Wid, There are comforts in marrying an elderly wo« 
Joan, Mr. Wuldon, Now a young woman wou'd have 
fancy 'd (he had paid you with her perfon» or had done^ 
you the favour, 

/f#A What do you talk of young women ? you are a» 
young as any of 'em^ in tyttsy thing, but their fi)IIy aod 
Ignorance. 

Wid. And do yoa think me fo I but I have no rieafo» 
lo fu{pei^ yau« Was not I feen at your houfe this mora* 
ning, do you think ? ; 

^tf/. YoK may venture again t you'll come at nighty 
I fnppofe« 

Wii^ Q^^aul atni^tf fofofjn,^ ' * 

. wa. w«F,.ifyQiithMii^.i^i^foon.,.^, ,,; >.ncr ^>.a 
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mi. O ( no. It is not for that Mr. mMn; bttt<-A-^ 

IFiL You won't come.then. 
. Wid, Won't ! I don't fay, I won't : tliit is not a wort 
. Au- a wife c if you commaod me 

/^"J. To plcafe yourfclf. . •- 

u i Wi^s. i will come to pltafc yo^. 
IVtL To picafe yourfclf, own it. 
'Wid, Well, well, to pleafe myfetf then ; yoaVe the^ 
firaneeft man in. the world, nothing- can 'fcape yoff i^ 
yoa'lT to the bottom of every thing. 

Enter Daniel, hucy /§lUwJng* 

Dan* What would yon have ? what do you foHow me 
for? ' ' ' 

Luc. Why, mayn't I follow you ? I mnft fblloty you 
now all the world over. ' 

Dan. Hold you, hold you there : not fo far by k milie 
or two ; I have enough of your company already, by'r- 
]ady; and fomething to fpare : you may go home to 
your brother, an you will ; I have no'farther to do with 
you. 

PFid, Why, Danrtl, child, thou art not out of thy 
Wits fure, art thou i 

Dan. Nay, marry, I don't know ; but I am very near, 
I believe ; I am alter'd for the worfe mightily fince yo* 
faw me ; and (he has been the caufe of it there. 

^J. How fo. child ? 

Dan. 1 told you before what won'd come on't, of put- 
ting me to bed to a Grange woman r but you would not 
' be faid nay. 

H^U. She is your wife now, child, yOttmofl love her,, 

Dan. Why, fo i did, at firft 

PflJ. But you moft love her always. 

Dan. x^lways ! I lov'd her as long as I could, mother, 
and as long as loving was good, 1 believe, fdr I find now 
' 1 don't care a ^g for her. 

Lue» Why, you lubberly, flovenly, mlfbegotten bIotk<>^ 
hfead- — 

'*' '0^J. Nay, mi^refs Z;»ry, fay any thing elfe, and ijbarc 
B^t; but as to his begetting, tha»^chiche«j&ei bef#ts> 
< *" honeftiy. 
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liooeftly bcgotctfi, tlso' 1 fay h» that he is the worfe a- 
gain. 
. Liu. I fee all good natore is thrown away dpon you— 

Pf^id. It was (o with his father before him : he takes 
after him. 

Luc* And therefore I will ufeyou> aa yea d^fervey yoa 
Tony. 

Wid. Indeed he deferves bad enough ; but don't ^ ca41 
him out of his name, his name is Duaiii, yoa ktiow. 

Dan, She may call me hermaphrodite, if (he will, for 
I hardly know whether Tm a boy or a girl. 

ff^iL A boV) I warrant thee, as long as thou liv'ft. 
, Dam. Let her call me i» hat (he pleafes, mother, Ms 
not her tongue that I am afraid of. 

Luc. I will make fuch a bead of thee, fuch a cuckold! 

/^/V. O, pray, no, I hope, 4o nothing ralhly, Mrs. Lucj. 
. Luc. Such a cuckold 1 will make of thee ! 

Dae. I had rather be a cuckold, than what yoa wou'd 
make of me in a week, I'm fure.: I have no more man- 
hood left in me already, than there is, faving the mark, 
in one of my mother's old under petticoats here. 

If^iJ. Sirrah,' firrah, meddle with your wife's petticoats^ 
and let your mother's alone, you ungracious bird, yoo^ 

[Btais him. 

Dan. Why is the devil in the woman ? what have I 
faid now? do yoa know, if you were aik*d, I trow ? but 
you are all of a bundle ; ev'n hang together ; he that un^ 
ties you, makes a rod for his own tail ; and fo he will 
Snd it, that has any thing to do with you. 

Wid. Ay, rogue enough, you (hall £ndit: I have a 
rod for yoar tail (till. 

Van. No wife, and I care not. 

M^td, rU fwinge you into better manners, you booby. 

[Beats him cj\ £jfit% 

W4L You- have confammated our projedt upon him. 

Luc. Nay, if ^ have a limhof the fortune, I care not 
who has the whole body of the fooh 

WeL That you (hall, and a large one, Tpromife yp«« 
. Luc. Have you heard the news I they talk of an £«- 
f/r>&Aip4JHhcw»e«,^-. ' .* '^ \,, _,, 

Wit. 
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ff'eL I have hear4 onH: ao4 401 prcfvioj^ tcf jecdfe 

it, as fall as I can. 

Z«r. There's fomething tl^ loatcer too with the ilives, 
f^me diftarbance or other; I don't know what 'tis. 

^/. So much the better ftill : we £ih in troubled wa- 
ters $ we (hall have fewer eye^. i:U)pa qs. Pray, go you 
home, and be ready to affift roe in your part of the de« 
fign, 

Lue* I can't fail in mine. [ExiK 

WiL The widow has fiirnifii'd me, I thank her, to car- 
ry it on. Now I have got a wife, 'tts high time to think 
of getting a hnfband. I carry my fortune about me ; a 

thoufand pounds in gold and >?#eU. I^ct me fee * 

'twili be a confiderable trufi ; and 1 tbi^k* I fhall )^y it 
out to advantage. 

Enter Stan more* 

Stan, So WMottt JackhAs told me of his faccefs, anA 
his hopes of marrying th« widow by your means, 

WiL I have ftrain'd a point, Stenmitre^ upon your ac- 
count, to be ferviceable to your family. 

St4iH* I take it upon my account ; and am very much 
oblig'd to you. But here we are all in an. uproar. 

fP^eL So they fay, what's the matter I 

Stan, A mutiny among the Saves : Oro9noko is at the 
head of 'em. Our governor is gone out with his rafcally 
jnilida ag^inft 'em, what it may come to nobody knows. 

ff^ii For my part, I (hall do as well a» the reA ; hot 
I'm concern'd for my filler, and cqu^b, whom I expeft 
in the Ihip ^m EniUtd. 

Stan. There's no danger of 'cm. 

IFti. I have a thouf^md pooitd^ here^ in gold and 
jewels, for my couftn^s i^^, .ihtt^X wDidd.mort particu- 
larly take careef; 'tis too great a fum ta venture at 
home ; and I would not h>»Ve ker wroi^'id q£ it ^ there- 
fore, to fecure it, I think my heSt way will be,> tapmt k 
into your own keeping. 
.J^m You hftve« very good opinion of. my hane^jFw . 
, ■ I ■ [Taiis tkpfta^,^d.€QfM^ 

WiL I have indeed; if any thing jbmi4h)i|ipenl»ai«^' 
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in this buftle, as nobody is fecure of accidents, I know 
you will take my coufin into your protein on and care. 

Sran. You may be fure on't. 

JflfL If you hear (he is dead, as (he may be, then I 
defire you to accept of the thoufand pounds as a legacy^ 
and token of my friendship ; my fifter is provid^pd fox. 

S/an» Why, you amaze me : but you are never th^ 
Bearer dying, I hope, for making your will ? 

Wti. Not a jot ; but 1 love ic be before-hand with for- 
tone. If flie comes fafe ; this is not a place for a fingle 
woman, you know ; pray fee her marry 'd as foon as you can» 

Stan, If flie be as handfome as her piAure, I can pro- 
Stife her a hufband. 

J'TeL If you like her, when you fee her, I wifli nothing 
fo much as to have you marry her yourfelf. 

Sian, From what I have heard of her, and my eogage* ^ 
i^ents to you, it muft be her faulty if I don't : I kope t^ ' 
have her from your own hand. 

fFeL And I hope to give her to you, for all this* 

Sfan, Ay, Ay, hang thele mela^holy fedftdtions.. Your 
generofity; has engaged all my fervicea. ^ 

IFeL I always tn^u^^ht you worth making a friend* 

StaM. Yon flian't find your good opinion thrown away 
uppji mc : r am in your jdebty and fliali think fo as long 
as I live, [Exeunt* 

SCENE If. 

£Mter »n omRit ofil^ (S^^iOro^aoko, Aboaa, n»iib tht 
Slaves, lm,oinda nviip a Saiv and qui'verj the Women^ 
/$me leadings ethers eai^ryiitg^eincbildrtn up<miheirbackt^ 
Oro. The women, wvth their children, fall behind. 

ImQiuduj fon miift not expofe yourfelf; 

Retire, my love : I alraod fear for you* 
Im$, I fear no daagt r 3 life or death I will 

Enjoy with you, 

Oro, My perfoa is your guard. 

J^i N«w, fir, bUme yo«rfelf : if you had noe^j^re- 

vented my cuttieg his throat, that coward there had ntt 

difcover^d oii - hie comn now to apbcaid you. 

Enter 
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Mmter on thi otbtr Jidi Governor, talkiig to Hottman» niit^ 
bit rabbli, 

G««. TWs 19 tke very thiogi would have wi(hM. 
Your honed fcrvice to the governnicac [TV UottmaiK.^ 
Shall be rewarded with your liberty. . 1 

Abo, Hisjioneii feivice ! call it what it ij« 
His villainy, (he (ervice of bia lear : 
If he pretends to honed fervices. 
Let him iUod out, and meet me like a man. [Jd'vanting. 

Oro. Hold, yoQ ; and you who come againft us, hold} 
I charge you io a genera] good to all, 
And wi(h I cou'd command you, to prevent ^ 

The bloody havock of the murd'ring fword. -n.A 

I would not urge dedru^ion uncoropell'd t. 
J^t if you follow fate, you find it here« ^: 

The bounds are fet, the limits of our lives : ^ 

Between us lies the gaping galph of deatbp -^ 

T# fwallow all : whio fird advanc es 



) 



Enter ibi Captain wit bis enwi 



Capt* Here, here, here they are, governor s' 
What, feize apon my fliip ! *' ' '. 

Come, boys, fall on— 

[Advancing firft^ Oroonoko Ulh bim. 

Oro. Thoa art fall'n indeed ; 
Thy own blood- be npon thee* 

Qo^: Red it there: 
He did deierve his death. Take him sway*- f :U. : /. 

[Tbi bi^immf'ff* 
Yoo fee, fir, yoa, andthoTe miilaken aMsai^''* ^*^l" ^ 
Mud be our witncflcs^ vte do nopcomcr i . ^ . / .\ b..t\ 
As enemies, and thirding for your ibiood^f* ""^ i^ ''^^ • 
If we defir'd your ruin »■ the revenge ' ;i;i! 

Of our companion's deaths had padi'd it oii« : y^i > • 
But that we over-look, ia a regard- ■ ■ .: ■ p^hU 

To common faisty, and -the public good. - o... -i-, 1 

Oro. Regard that public good: draw off. your nieoi i 
And leave us to oar fortunes we're teif>lv'd« • • "'^ 

Gov* Reibiv^d^ Km- what i yoar refolaotms " >'^ 
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Are broken, overtarn'd, prevented, loft : 
IVhat fortune now^can yoii raife out of *em ? 
Nay, grant ive (hould draw off, what can you do f 
Where cao ye» move^ what more can you refolve f 
Uxiiefs it be to throw yourfelves away* 
Famine mufl eat you up» if you go on, '' 

You fee, our numbers could with cafe compel 
What we requeil ; and what do we rcqucft ? • 

Only to favc .yourfelves, [ 

\Thi ^omkH and thiir chiUren gathefing ahut thi miff 4 
' Or^ I'll here no more, 
Womin, Hear him, hear him. He takes no care of of* 
GoM* To thofe poor wretches who have been fedot'd^ 
And led away, to all, and every one. 
We offer a full pardon ' ■■ 

Oro. Then fall on. [Prtfaring to ing^gik 

G§v. Lay hold opon*t, before it be too late, 
Pardon and mercy, ^ 

[Thi wpmin dinging about tbi m«n^ they have Oroonoko^ 

and fall upon their faces ^ crying, out fit pardon* 
Slaves. Pardon, mercy, pardon, 
Oro* Let 'em go all; now, governor, 1 fee, 
I own the folly of my enterprize, ^ 

The rafhnefs of this a£lion, and maft blalb 
Q^itethrottgh thia veil of iiight, a whitely (hame. 
To think I could defign to make thofe free 
Who were by nature Saves ; wretches dcisgn'd 
To be their mailers dogs, and lick their fefct. 
Whip, whip 'em to the^khowledge of your" gods^ 
Your chriftiao g4ds, who fuffer you to be 
Unjttfl, diftiQ|»eA» cowardly^ and bafe. 
And give 'cm yottf excuFe for being fo. J • ' 

I wou*d not live.on the fame eaith with creatures^ 
That only have the face^' of their kiod : 
Why (hould they look like men, who are not fo f 
When they put off their nqble natures, for 
The groveling quality of down-icaft baafts^ T 

1 wifh they had their tails. I r • >' - 

jf6o. Then we ihould know *Bnli. / '- • ^ •» >»A 
pro. We were too few before faaviAbtf^^'' .wiu 
W^'re dill enow to die. [To lixipinda, Aboan* 
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Enter Blandford, 

Gov, Live* royal fir ; 
Live, and be happy long on your owd tevms : 
Orly confent to yield, aud yoa (hall have 
What terms you cao propofe^ for yoo, and -ycHirfiF / 

Oro, Confcot to yield ! (hall I betray myself) 

G9nj. Alaal we canaot £ear» that > our fmall force> 
The fo^ce of two, with a weak woman's arm » 
Should conquer tis* I fpeak in tiie regard 
And honour of your worth, in ray defire 
And forwardnefs to (trvt fo great a man. 
I would oot have it He upon my thoughts* 
That I was the oc(;aiton of the fall 
Of fuch a prince, whofe courage carried OA - ^ • , 
Jfi A more noble cauie, would well deierve 
The empire of the world. -• 

Or9. You can fpeak fair, . . <f 

Gev. Yoor ttfidercaking^ tho* it woaU h»vf broog^t 
So grt9!^ a lofs on us, we muft ail faf 
Was generous, and noble ; and fliall be - • 
Regarded. only ^ the fire of youth. 
That will break out fooiethnei in gidlant fbidi |^ • • 
We'll think M but <ke natural mpuUs, 
A raih impatience of liberty : 
No otherwife. 

Oro, Think it what you will. 
I was not born to render an account 
Of wh^t 1 do, to any but myfelf. [Blaur c»mi»fomMitrd. 

Blam* I'm glad you have proceeded by fair means. 

[7« tbeCt/virn^r. 
I came to be a mediator. 

Gov. Try what you can work upon him* 

Oro* Are you come again ft me too ? 

£Un» Is this to come againft you ? 

[Offitring his f word to OrOOfioko* 
Unarm'd to put.myfelf into your hands ? 
I come, I hope, to ferve you. 

Oro. You have {tr^^A me : 
I thank you for't : and I am pleas'd to think 

YoW 
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You were my friend,, while I had need of one : 
But DOW *tis paft; this farewel, and bej^ne. 

\_Ernlracss him* 
Blan, It is not paft, and I muft ferve you ftill. 
I would make up thefe breaches, which the fsyord 
Will widen more j and clofe us all in love. 

Oio, I know what I have doue, and I ihouli be 
A cfbild to thiuk -they ever can forgive : 
Forgive ! were there but that, I would not live ; 

To be forgiven : is there a power on earth. 
That I can dver need forgivenefs from ? 
Blan. You fliall not need It. 
Or; No, I will not need it. 
Blan. YoD fee he offers you your own coaditionsa 
For you -and yours. 

Ore. I muH capitulate? 
Pxecarioufly compound, on ilinted terms» 
To fave my life ? 

Blan. Sir, he impofes none. 
You make 'em for your own fecurity. 
If your great heart cannot defcend to treat. 
In adverfe fortune, with an enemy : 
Yet fure, your honour's fafe, you may accept 
Offers of peace, and fafety from a friend. 

Go'v, He will rely oo what you (ay to him : [7« Blaifi^ 
Offer him what you can, I will confirm 
And make all good ; be you my pledge of truft. 
Blan, V\\ anfwer with my life for ail he fays. 
Go*u, Ay, do, and pay the forfeit if you pleafc, ^JfiJxj, 
Blan. Confider, fir, can you confent to throw 
That bleffing From you, you fo hardly found, [(^ ImOi 
And fo much valu'd once ? 

Oro. Imoinda .' OH ! 
*Tis (he that holds me on this argument 
Of tedious life : I could refolve it foon. 
Were this curs'd being only in debate. 
But my Imomua ftruggles in vny foul ; 
She makes a coward of me : I confcfs 
\ am afraid to part with her in death i . . ^ 
And more afraid of life to lofe her here, 
' * Blaa, 
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* BlaM. Tbit wa/yoirmaft lofe b«r, tfan»k opob 
The weakneft of her fex, made yet more weak 
Wth her condition, requiring reft, 
Ai^ Toft indulging eafr, to anrfe your hopef , 
And mke you a glad fktfaer. 

Oro* There I feel 
A father's foncfnefs, and a hufband's love. 
They feize upon my heart, ftrain all its firings. 
To pull roe to *em, frooamy ftern refolve. 
Hufband,- and father ! all the melting art 
Of eloquence lives in thofe foft'ning names. 
Methinks I fee the babe, with infant hands, 
Plead'mg for life, and begging to be born : " J * - • 
Shall I forbid his birth ; deny him light ? - 

The heav'nlyixomfbns of all-cheering light ? 
And make the womb the dungeon of his deathf 
His bleeding mother his fad monument f 
Thefe are the calls of nature, that Call loud, * 

They will be heard, and conquer in their cauie: 
He mufi not be a man, who can refill 'em. 
No; it^y b?:eifjJa'! I will venture all 
Tt) fave;ihee, and thnt little innocent t 
Tho w<»*ld may be a better friend to him. 
Than I have found it. Now 1 yield myfelf : 

[Gin/ts up bis faoeri* 
The oonflifl's paft, and we are in your hands. 

\S^'veral mtn get about Oroonoko and Aboan, iani 
'/fixi tbtm, 

Geo, So you (hall find you aye. Difpofe'of tli^in* ' ' 
As r commanded ybu. ,.;..-» 

B/an. Good heav'n forbid ! you cannot mcan-^i**^' * 

<^5^. This is »oi your con Cerrt. . - -^ 

[ft Blandford nvko i^ei'to Ofoblfokb* 
I muft take care of you. {To Jmdlhdir 

/«}«. I'm at the end 
Of a)) my'tare : here 1 will die with him» [HM/tg O^.' 

Oro* You fhall not force her from me. {Ui hddi het% 

Gov. Then I muft [Theyforct hirfroHtiHn^ 

Try i»ther -mMi»s» andconq^ier force by fortfc ; - ^' 
BftMki cut off his hold, bring her away. 
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Jmo. I do not vSa to live, kill me bat here. ' . ' c^ 
O'0. O Moody dog»! iokamao mortderef^! 

[Imoinda /«rcV ^jh/ ^ «»# ^d»r ^ tht g9*0trmtj and 
oiheru OrooDoka wtd^ Aboan hurried 9uf'4f af^ 
otbtr. '[&iieonc^ 



A OT V. S CE NE I. 

£0//r Stanmorei Lacy* mnd Charlott. 

Utan? ^"T^ I S ftrange we cannot hear of hist : can iiO<^ 
j| body give ^d account of him ? 

Luc. Nay, I begin to defpair ; 1 give hioi for gone. 

^/tf«, Notfo, I hope. 

Luc, There were (o many difturbances in this dridlife 
country ! would we had never feen it. 

Stan, This is but a cold welcome for yoo, iiiadam» 
after fo troublefome a voyage. 

Char. A cold welcome indeed, fir, without ray ^oBa- 
Welldon: he V^as the beA friei^d 1 had in the WOrld. 

Stan, He was a very good friend of your's indeedy maih 
dam. 

Luc, They have made him away, murder'd him for 
his money, I believe; he took a coniiderable fiMR wttll 
h^m, I know, that has been his ruin. 

Stan. That has done him no injury, to my knowledge: 
for this moroiog he put into my cuAody what yoa 
fpeak of; 1 fuppofe, a thoufand pounds, for the ufe of 
thisj^. . . . « 

Char. I was always oblig'd to him ; and he has fiiewn 
hi« care of me, in placing my little affairs in fuch ho- 
nourable hands. . ' r 

Stan, i )e gave me a particular charge of yon, madam ; 
very particular, fo particular, that you -will be furpris'd 
when I tell you. > 

Char, What, pray iir f . . \<.k\ 

Stan, I am.eogag'd to get you a hofhand^-I promia'S" 

• U.J. .-'tbatt 
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that before I faw you ; and now I have (ten you , 5011 
mud give nic leave to offer yoo myfclf. 

Luc^ Nay, coufin, never be coy upon the matter ; to 
jny knowledge, my brother always def^ga^d yea for this 
geiideioaii. 

Sfan* Yoa hear, madam, he has given me his intereft* 
aod 'tis tbeiavoar I wo^]4 hav« beg^'d of htm. Lofii,! 
yoa are fo like him—* 

Char. That yoa arte obligM to fay you Jibe roe for his 
fake. 

Stan, I (hould be glad to love you for your own. 

Char, If I ihould coiifetit to the fine thin es you can 
fry to me, how wodd you lookatlafi, to findVift ithrow^ 
awiy upon an'>old acquaintance ? 

Sian^ An «id acquaintance 1 

Char. Lord, how eafily are you men t6 be inipbsM 
«|^on I f am no ecu fin newly arriv'd from En^fan^i noi 
I; but the very If^elld^n yoxx wot of. 

Stan. JV.lUcnJ 
^' Char. Not murder^ nor made away,^ as my fiftei 
WOtMd hate you believe, but a^ In vtry gdod health, 
yoirr oW friend in breaches that was, and now your hum- 
fetefejfivaat in petticoats, - ,^ 

^^^tAm I'm giad w^ have you again. But wh^t^rvice 
cifn yott do iT)«' in petticoats, pray ^ 

Char. iCan't you t«!l what f 

Stan. Not I, by my troth : I have, found ray friend, 
and ioH my raiftrefs, it fecms, whicli I did not expcd 
irom your petticcais. , C . 

Char* Com^; come,''yo« ^e bad*'a friend^'bf you|^ 
miftrefs 16ng enoughi 'ti^ high time npw to have a niif* 
trefs of your frietid: ^ , // - 

Stap. What do you fayi -i c . 

Char. I am a woman,' fir/ 

&tan. A woman ! ^ ' . . ,0 

Char. As arrant a woman as^you v^ould have had ^e 
but now, I affure yoo . 

Stan. And at my fervicef / ,'^ ^^^ „^-^ 

' Chdr. If you have any for me iir pcttjco^fSn ^ ^ ,*j, ^.! 

Sja/t^ Yes, y€s, I Ihall find you employment. ,j^" ^ .[} 

Piarl 



d by Google 



OfeOON6Kb. 237 

CW. Yoa wonder at ray proceeding, I believe* 

Stan, *Tis a little extraordinary^ indeed. 

Char, I have taken fome pains to come into your fa» 
vour. 

Stan, Yoo might have had it cheaper a great deal. 

X2har. I might have marry*d you in the perfon of my 
Englijb couiin, but could not confent to cheat yoU|' even 
in the thing I had a mind to. 

Stan, 'Twas done as you do every thing. 

Char. I need not tell you, I made that little plot, and 
carry'd it on only for this opportunity. I was refolvM 
to fee whether you likM me as a woman, or not s if I had 
found you indifferent, I would have endeavour'd to have 
been fo too ; but you fay you like mei and therefore I 
have ventured to difcover the truth. 

Stan, Like>'oal I like yoa fo well, that Tm afraid 
you won't think marriage a proof on't : fliali I give yoa 
any other > 

Char, NOf no, I'm intlin'd to believe you, and that 
Ihall convince me. .At more leifure I'll fatisfy you how 
t came to be in man's cloaths ; for no iit» I afl'ore you» 
tho' I have happen'd to play the rogue in 'em ; they hava 
affifted flie in marrying n^y §kSutT^ and have gone a great 
way in befriending yoOr coufin Jack with the widowt 
Can yoo forgive me for pimping for yoir family ? 

EntiT Jack Stanmore. 

Stam. So, Jackt what news with you ? 

y* Stan. 1 am the forepart of the widow, yoo know ; 
(he's coming after with the body of the family, the young 
^fqutre in her hand, my fon^n-Iaw that is'to be, with the 
helpofMr. ^r/A6«. 

Ciar. Say you io^ fir ? {Glafpin^ Jack npon the back. 

Enter Widonu Lackitt wAth her fon Daniel. 

iVli* So, Mrs. Lucy^ I have brought him about again, 
I have chaflis'd him, I have made him as fupple as a 
glovt for your wearing, to pull on, or throw olF, at yonr 
pteafnre. Will you evct- J-ebel again \ will you, firrah ? 
DHC eome, come, dbwn on your marrow-bones, and aifk her 

Vol. II. Q^ forgivc- 
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forgivencfs. [Daniel kneels,] Say after me: Pray,,fotfoQ;h 
wife. 

Daniel. Pray forfooth wife. 

Luc. Well, wel!, this is a day of good-nature, and fo 
I take you into favour : but fir ft take the oath of allegi- 
ance. [He k'tjfes her hand^ and rife s.] If ever you do fo 
again - ' ■- 

Dan. Nay marry if I do, I (hall have the worfton't. 

Luc. Here's a ftranger, forfooth, would be glad to be 
known to you, a fiftcrof mine, pray falute her. 

[St art i at Charlott, 

Wid. Yourfifter! Mrs. Lucy! what do you mean? 
This is your brother, Mr. Welldon ; do you think I do 
ii6t know Mr. Welldon ? 

Lucy.^ Have a care what you fay : this gentleman's 
about marrying her : you may fpoil all. 

Wid. Fiddle, faddle, what ! you would put a trick 
upon me. 

Char. No faith, widow, the trick is over ; it has takea 
fufficiently, and now I will teach you the trick, to pre- 
vent* your being cheated another tinie. 

ml. How ! cheated, Mr. Welldim ! 

Char. Why, ay, you will always take things by the 

wrong handle, I fee you will have me, Mr. Welldon t I 

grant you I was Mr, Welldon a little while to pleafe you, 

or fo ; but Mr. Stanmore here has perfuaded me into a 

^ivoman again. 

Wsd» A woman ! pray let me fpeak with you. [Draav- 
ing her ajide.] You are not in earneft, I hope ? A^ \^q- 
jnan! ' . ^ * 

Char. Really a woman. 

Wtd. Gads my life! I could not be cheated in every 
thing : I know a roan from 9 woman at thefe years, or 
the devil's in't. Pray, did not you marry me f 

Char. You wou'd have it fo. 

Wid. And did not I give you, a thoufand pounds this 
morning ? 

Char. Yes indeed, 'twas more than I deferv'd: b^tyoa 
had your pennyworth for your penny, I foppofe: yoa* 
f ecm'd to be pleas'd with your bargain. 

Wid. 
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'#7y. A Tare bargain I have made on't, troly. I have 
laid out my money to fine parpofe upon a woman. 

Char. You would have a hufband, and I provided for 
you as well as I could. 
,iFiil, Yes, yes, you have provided for me. 
Char, And you have paid me very well for't, I thank 
you. 

WIJ, •Tis very well ; I may be with child too, for 
ought f icnow, and may go look for the father. 

Char, Nay if you think fo, 'tis time to look about you 
indeed. £v*n make up the matter as well as you can, I 
advife you as a friend, and let us live neighbourly and 
lovingly together. 

TFid, I have nothing elfe for it, that I know now. 
Char, For my part, Mrs. Lackut^ your thoufand pounds 
will engage me not to laugh at you. Then my fitter is 
marry'd to your fon> he is to have half your ellate, I 
know ; and indeed they may live upon it, very comfortably 
to themfelvcs, and very creditably to you. 
WU, Nay, I can blame nobody but myfelf. 
"Char, You have enough for a hufband ftill, and that 
you may bcftow upon honeft Jack Stanmore, 
Wid^ Is he the man then \ 
Char, He is the man you are oblig'd to. 
J, Stan, Yes, faith, widow, 1 am the man ! I have 
done fairly by you, you find, you know what you have 
to trud to before hand* • 

Wid. Well, well, I fee you will have me, ev'n marry 
me, and make an end of the bufinefs. 

Stan, Why, that's well -faid, now we are all agreed^ 
and .all provided for. 

, ^ ^ Enter a Servant to Stan more. 

Serv, Sir, Mr. Bldndford defires you to come to him^ 
' and bring as many of your -friends as you can with you. 
Stf^n, 1 come to him. You'll all go along with me. 
Come, young gentleman, marriage is the faOiion, yoa 
fee, you muft like it now. 

Van, If I don't, how ihall I help myfelf? 

0^2 . \ . Lucl 
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Luc. 

pleafe. 




Cuckold, Or worfe, I maft be pow conteni.ted : 

I*iD not tbe firft ha9, marry 'd, 9od repented. [Exeuitt^ 

S C E N E II. 

EfiUr Governor tvitb Bls^ndford, amJ Pla^tirn 

Blag, Have you no reverence of fiitnre fame f 
No awe upon your aflions, from ^he ton eves, 
The cenfuring tongues of men, that wifi fie fref ^ 
If you confefs humanity, believe , . . . \, 
There is a God, or devil to reward ' \ - 

Our doings here, do not provoke your fate. " *^ . 

The hand of heav'n is arm'd againft tbefe crimes^ 
With hotter thunder-liolts, prepared to (hopt, 
i\nd nail you to the earth, a fad example ; 
A monument of faithlefs infamy* 

Enttr Stanmore, J. Stanmore, Cbarlotty Lucff fT'J^ 
a«^ Daniel. 

So» Stanmore^ yon I know, the women too 

Will join with me: 'tis' Or^^nA^^'s caofe, 

A lover's caufe, a wretched woman's caule. 

That will become your intercelOon. FTa the nvrntn, 

1 Plan. Never mind 'em, Governor ; he ought to be 
made an example for the good of the plantation. 

2 Plan. Ay, ay, 'twill frighten the negroes from at« 
^mpt^ng the like again. • . 

1 Plan. What, rife againfl their lorda and maftera i ^t 
this rate no man is fafe from bis own Haves. 

2 Plan. No, no more he is. Therefore one and ally 
' Governor, we declare for hanging. 

Om. Plan, Ay, ay, hang him, hang him* 

Wid. What! hang him! O J forbid it, Governotf. 

CkiKT^ Luc, Wc all petition for him. 

J^ Stan. They are for a holiday ; 'guilty or not, it not 
, the bMfipeis, hanging. is their fport. 
. ^/ir. We are not fure fo wj«tched, to have tbefe, 
^ ' . The 
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The rabble, judge fbrusi the changing ci^ud ; 
The Arbitrary gaard of fortane'spower, ' 

Who waft to catch the fenterice of her frovif^s. 
And hurry all to roiii ihe condemns. 

Stan, So far from farther wrong* that 'tis a fhame 
He ihould be where he is : good Governor, 
Order his liberty: he yielded up 
Himfelf, hjs all, at your difcretion. » 

Biafi. Difcretion 1 no^ he yielded on yOur word ; 
And I am made the cautionary piledge. 
The gage, and hodal^e of your keeping it. 
Remember, fir, he yielded on your word ; 
Yo^ word I which honefl men Will chitik (hbuld be 
The laft refort of tru^h, arid trad On earth : 
There's no appeal beyond it, but to heav'n ; 
An oath i^ a Recognizance to heav'n. 
Binding us over, in the courts above, ^ ' 

To plead to the indidiment of our crimes : 
That thofe who 'fcape this world-ihoald fuffer there. 
But ia.the common intercourfe of men, 
(Where the dread Majefly is not invok'd. 
His honour not imnk^iately concern'd, ^^ 

Not made a party in our tnterefts,) ' 

Our word is all to be rely'd upon. 

jnj. Come, come, you'll be as good as your word, 
. we know. 

Stam He^s out of all power of doing any harm now, 

'he were difposM to it. 

€har, Ba^he is not difpos'd tb it. 

^lan^ To keep him, where he is, will make him fooa 
^ind out fome defperate way to liberty : 
tHe'il hang himfelf, or dafh oflt his mad brains. 

CiJir. Pray try him by gentle means; well all bo 
fureties for him. 

Om, All, all. • - ^ 

•X«r. We will anfwer for him now. *' 
. (^0v» Well, you will have it fo, do what y6n pleafe, 
juA \^hat you will with him, I giveyoa leave. \ "{^Extu 

Blan% Wc thank you, fir ; this way, pray topie virith'diew 
, ' ^* '^"'^ tExiUnt. 
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The SCENE drawn^ Jbe-ws Orooooko upw his b^kf 
bis l.gsandarmsftrsuhtd^uty and chained u ibt grwnd^ 

Enter Blandford, Stanmore, l^c. 

Blan, O mirerable (ight t help every one, 
AKi^ me all to free him from his chains. 

\Tbey heJp him up, and bring him for war ii 9 locking d^fwn^ 
Moil injur'd prince ! how (hall we clear ourfelves f 
We cannot hope you will vouchfafe to hear^ 
Or credit what we fay in the defence 1 
And caufe of our fufpeded innocence. 

S/aa. We are not guilty of your injuries* 
No way confenting to 'em ; but abhor. 
Abominate, and loath his cruelty. 

Blan, h is our curfe, but make it not our crim^.^^ 
A heavy curfe upon us, that we mud 
Share any thing in common, ev'n the light. 
The elements, and feafons, with fuch meo^ 
Whofe principles, like the fam'd dragon's teeth* 
Scattered, and fown, would ihoot aharveft up 
Of Bghting mifchiefs, to confound tbemfelves^ 
And ruin all about 'em. 

S/an. Profligates! , 

Whofe bold Titanian impiety 
Would once again pollute their mother earth. 
Force her to teem with her old monftrous brood 
Of giants, and forget the race of men. 

Blan. We are not Jo : believe us innocent* 
We come prepared with all our fervices. 
To offer aredrefsof your bafe wrongs. 
Which way Ihall we employ 'em I 

Stan* Tell us, fir, 
]f there is any thing that can atone ; 
But nothing can ; that may be fome amends—-— 

Oro, If you would have me think joa are not all 
Confederates, all acceflary to . 

The bafe injuflice of your governor ; 
If you would have me live, as you appear . • , .^ .% 
Concern'd for me> if you would have me live 

To 
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To thank, and blefs you, there is yet a way 
To tic me ever to your honeft love : 
Bring my Imoinda to me; give mc her. 
To charm my forrows, and, if poffible, 
I'Jl fie down with my wrongs; never to rife 
Againft my fate, or think of vengeance more; 

Blatj, Be fatisfy'd, you may depend upon us. 
We'll bring her fafe to you, and fuddenly. 

Char. We will not leave you in fo good a work, 

IVid. No, no, we'll go with you. 

Blan, In the mean time 
Endeavour to forget, fir, and forgive ; 
And hope a better fortune. [Exeunt* 

Oroonoko alont* 

Or9. Forget! forgive! I muft indeed forget. 
When I forgive; but while f am a man, 
in flefli, that bears the living marks of ihame. 
The print of his dilhonourable chains. 
My memory ftill roufing up ray wrongs, 
I never can forgive this governor; 
This villain; the difgrace of truft, and place^ 
And juft contempt of delegated power. 
What (hall I do ? if I declare myfelf,' 
I know him, he will fneak behind his guard 
Of followers, and brave me in his fears. 
Elfe, lion like, with my devouring rage, 
I would ruih on him, fallen on his throat. 
Tear a wide paflage to his treacherous heart. 
And' that way lay him open to the world. [Paujtng, 

If 1 ihould turn his chridian arts on him, 
Promife him, fpeak him fair, flatter, and creep 
With fawning fteps, to get within his faith, 
I could betray him then, as he has me. 
But am I fare by that to right myfelf? 
Lying's a certain mark of cowardice : 
And when the tongue forget? its honelly, . 
The heart and hand may drop their fundions too» ' ' 
And nothing worthy be refolv*d, or done. ' 
The man mull go .together, bad, or good : * ' 
0.4 I*^ 
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la ooc part frail, he fepn.gtows we^Js m ^h / ,, «, 
Honour ihooM be concera'U^in bQnoqr's c^for; , j 
That is not,t9 l^e qur'd ^yrfcc^trarics, . \i 

1 As bodies are^ j»rbofe bealth as^ofjtefi drawD . ./ . 

I Fcooi rank^ poi&ns. Lee md b|it fipd o^t ^ )/ x 
oAn hoaf ft remedy, Ihfive t^Jvin4, "^ cr^.a^ 

. A miniftring band* that tKrill apf)ly it borne, , .f{^V« 

S C £ N £ /i&^ Ga^rnm'ii h9ufi. 

Sntn Governor, ^ ., 
Gov. I would not have her tell me, ihe coiUeftt^; >> 

Jn favour of the fexes Aodeft/y \.,' 

That ftill ihould be prefam'd, becanfe there is ^ 

A greater impudence i» pffning itt ; ,/j 

Than in allowing all tha^ we can d^u . - i rp b.i A 

This truth I know, and yet againft myfclf, i 3,.?^ 
(So itnac<;ouri table are lovers ways) 

I talk, and lofe theopportunitieSf v .\ 
Which love, and ihe, expeds I Aould eaplpy «[ 

£v'n ihe eirpe&t for wk^n aip^ Im fw r . 

All that is fit, cojfave the deicen^jr, . r^wr^H 

The women know the xtStU to JbiB doiQje. ' > r-. ^ ; 

^tt will *notdifappoint her. ; {G^^» 

inter to btm Blai!3ford, the Stan mores, 0aa!el, ilfr/ 
Lackitt, Qiarlott, and Lacy. 

' Alt 

Wid, 0<70vernor ! Pm gUtd we li^ AipiM jrcwu . 

Gov, Why I what's the matter I .xf 

Char. Nay, ^othiDg extraorii&ary, B«t one .|BQod 
aAion draws on another. Yoo h^e gif«fi the pr^^bts 
freedom; now we come « beting for iiia^w]£tc:iyoa 
won't refufe us. - 

Gov. Refufe yon. No, no, «4iat bare f to do tt re- 
IWeyou ? , t*.\ : 

Wid. Yon won't refoft to iend iter to him»-ibe mt|iu. 

Gov, I lead bcr to hiibi I \ > -> ^ • 

^v\#74. Welmve promia'd him ts faidag'JKriB^ t^i^w 
^)^&^..*¥«Hi do very weii ; ^ kindB^^ ^fe i i si of y^fe; ev'a 
carry her t« iumi viU^ all my heart. v^^a ^& • 

'• ^- Lnc. 
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G9V. ItcH yott J why* dooYyife kito^rl ' ' ' -^; 
jff/axr. Your feririints fay fivers ki the hottie* ^ 

G*if. Noj ho, f b^isg^t her boifi« dt %rfi indeed; ^kat 
I thdaght it v^ould nbt ' look well to keep hbt fifS?e : I 
t«ttov*d her in the karry, ooly to take c*¥e<>df «llfer, 
*" What ! ihe belongs to you : I have fiotbing Co do with 
hen 
Char* But where h file now» lirf 
G^v* Why, faith, I can t fay certainly : you'll heir of 
her at Parbam houfe, I fuppoie : there, or thereabouts ; I 
think'! fent'hef there. - - \ 

Blan* I'll hare an eye on him. [Afidk. 

[Exhmf ali hut tbi Gowfatr. 
Gov. I hare ly'd myfelf into a little timer 
And muft em ploy it: they'll bt here again ; 
Bat I mull be before 'em* 

[Going oMtf bi mats Imoinda, andfihtus heri 
Are yon come ! 

I'll courtno tongerfor a happinefs 
That is in mine own keeping : you may ftill 
Refufe to grant, fo 1 have power to take. 
The man that aiks deftrves to be deny'd. ^ 

[Sbt difingAges tmi band^ and dra*ws his /word" from 
bis fide upon bim j Govimwr ftmns and rstira^ Bl ail- 
ford inters hebind bint* 
Imo, Ha does indeed, that afks anworthily. 
£lian* You hear her, fir, thai aikf unworthily. 
Gov, You are no judge. 
- £/ani I am of my ownilave. 

<?tfv. Be gone, and leave us. . 

^/flst. When yoo let her go. 
Go'u* To fallen upon yoo. 
' B/an* I msft defend myfelf. 
Imo. Help, murder, he]p« 
.^{imoinda retreats towards thi door^ fuvour'*d hy Bland* 
ford, mtiben tbty an cUsd^ /hi tbro^ws dcnvn tbefivordp 
andnmtwt^ govevnor iaios up bisfits/ordf tb^ fight ^ 
flW? ^f)sMdifiil^ Blandford npffnkins^. Servants Mte^f 
and pari V/». , ''•.-• .-sJ-ru '.', -' ^■/.■^ • 

-a; I 0.5 Gov. 
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Gov. She (ball not Tcape me fOw Tfe gone too hx^ 
Not to go fartlier. Curfe on my delay 1 
fiut yet ihe u, andfliall bein^y power. 

Blun. Nay then it is the war of honedy : 
i know you, and will fave you from yoarfelf. 

Gov* All come along with me. [Exiuui 

SCENE Thelaji. 
EfHir Oroonoko. 
Oro. To honour bound ! and yet a flavc to love I 
I am diftraftcd by their rival powers, 
And both will beobey'd. O great revenge! 
Thou raifer, and reftorer of fal'n fame ! 
Let me not be ii&woithy Of thy aid. 
For Hopping in tby com fe: Iiftill am thiaes ' 
Bat can't forget I am Imdn^ah too. . 
She calls me from my wrongs to refcue her. 
1^0 man condemn me, who has ever felt 
A woman's power, or try'd the force of love t 
All tempers yield, and foften in thofe fires ^ 
Our honours, intereils rcfolving down, 
Ron in the gentle current of our joys; 
But not to fink, and drown our memoi7 s 
We mount again to adion, like tbe fan> 
• That rifes from thejDofom of the iea. 
To run his glorious race of light anew. 
And carry on the world. Love, love will bt 
My iirit ambition, and my fame the next. 

Enter Al>oan bloody. 
My eyes are turn'd againft me, and combine 
With my fworn enemies, to reprefent 
This fpeftacle of honour. Aboan! 
My ever faithful friend \ 

Abo. I have no name. 
That can diilingoifh me from the vile earthy 
To which Pm going : a poor,. abje£l worm. 
That crawl'd a while upon a boftling world, . 
And now am traippled to my dud again. -. 

Qr9. I fee thee gaih'd, and mangled* 



Al%. 
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Aia» SpAre my (bame 
To tell how they have us'd me: but believe 
The hangman's hand would have been mercifuL 
Do not you Tcorn me, fir, to think 1 caa 
Intend to live under this infamy. 
I. do not come for pity, to complain* > 

] Ve fpent an honourable life with you ; 
The earlieft fervantof your rifing fame. 
And would attend it with my lateft care i 
My life was yours> and fo fhall be my death* 
You muft not live. 

Bending, and (inking, I have dragged my ftepc 
Thus far, to tell you that you cannot live : 
To warn you of thofe ignominious wrongs* 
Whips, rods,, and all the inflruments of deaths 
Which I have felt, and are prepar'd for you. 
This was the doty that I had to pay. 
'Tis done, and now I beg to be difcharg'd* 

Oro. What ihall I do for thee? 

Jbo^ My body tires. 
And will not bear me off to liberty;. 
I (Hall again be taken,, made a (lave, f 

A fword, a dagger yet would refcue me* 
I have not (Irength to go to find out death. 
You muft diredl him to me. 

Or§. Here he is, [Gsvishim adagger» 

The only prefent I can make thee now : 
And next the honourable means of life, 
I would beftow the honeft means of death, 

Jbo, I cannot day to thank yoa. If there it 
A being after this, I ihall be yours 
In the next world-, your faithful (lave again* 
This is to try [Stabs bim/tl/.] I hada living ien(b ^ 
Of all your royal favours, but this laft 
Strikes thro' my heart* I will not fay farewel. 
For you muft follow roc* [DUh 

Or0. In life, and death. 
The guardian of my honour ! Follow thee I 
1 (hould have gone before theet then perhaps 
Thy fate had been prevented* All his care 

Waa 
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Was to preferve me from the barWbtttmge ' 

That worryfd Mmt Only fbr being tnine* vv '^ 

Why, why* ye goda! why am lib acciirll, - ' 

That it muft be a feafbn of yoor wrath, 

Agailt, acrifflc Aifficienteothvfate ^* 

Of uiy oae, bat fb* htlohgito me f 

My friend has fbftnd it, and aiy wife wtli ^fl t ' "^^ 

My wife ! the very fear's too mach fbr li4« s 

1 can't fupport it. Where? /»#/iir4^ii/ Oh 1 

[Going Hftf foe mitts bim^ rumring int^ hu 4ifailr. 
Thou bofom-ronnefs! down of all my cares! 
I ooald reeiine my thoughts npon this breiaft 
To a forgetfulnefs of all my griefs. 
And yet be happy: bttt it #HI liot be. -i 

ThoD arc 4tft>rde^'d, pale, dud out «^ breath I' 
If fate purfttes thee, fi<kl a (heltcr here. • :. T 

What b it thou wouldt tell me? 

ijBM, 'Tis v6k vain to call hiiKi^ villtiii. 

Or: Call him governor: h it not fo ? 

/»«• There's not another fare. 

Or: Villain's the common name of minkihd htre^< 
But his moft properly. What! what ofinm I ' 
I fear to be refolv'd ^ aitd miift enquire. 
He had thee in his poijver. 

Imo* I blufh to think it. 

0#. Blttfltt to think what? 

Imon That I was in his power* 

Oro^ He cou'd not iHe it ? 

//»#• What can't fuch-raen do ? "^ 

Or». Biltdidhe? durAhe? , 

Im: What he couM, he dar'd* 
j:^ro. His own god^ damn him then! forounhave^aon^ 
Nopunifhrnent for fuch isnheard-of crimes. . '^ 

lm9» This ffionftev, cunning in his fiarteriev, ^r* 

When he had wearyM-atthis ufelefs artii< V- V 

Leapt oat, fierce as a beafl of prey, to feize me. . v^ ^ \ 
Itrcmbl'd, fea»^d.. i • > n f A 

Or<7, I'fcar awdi t»emble ndw. ^«^\ 

What cou'd pfcSfervc theei wdiat^ddivei^ihoe? !?ii. r^Vl 

/i»tf.Tbii(*jViprdiy'i^«n» yount^dtocadiydufiftieBd^ 
^Bij^S 6 Or: 
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Oro. Bla»df$rdf, • -^ , 

Imu Came ie, and iavVl me from kis f»gew 

Or0. He wa&.ft Jiucttd i»deed 4o refciie ihce I 
And for his fake, I'll think it poffible 
A chriflian may be yet ^fk honed oiAn* ^ 

/«ftf • Oh 1 did you know'what I hare ftraggM ilnrHigli* 
To fave ineyouK5, Cure you would promUe mn 
Never to fee me fpixM from yon agaiiK \ : 

O/'0. To {M-omife tbee ! O ! d^ f need Co promlfe J 
Bt>t there is hew no farther ofe of words* 
Death is fecuriiy for all oar fears* 

]J^benji3s Aboen'j body %n thefi$or^ 
And yet I cannot truft him* 

Imo. AboAn! 

Oro. Mangled and torn, refolv'd to give me time 
To lit my fell for what I mull exped ? 
Groao'd out a warning to roe, and expir'd* 

Jmo. For what yoo mod expedl ? 

Oro. Would that were all. 

Ijho. What ! to be bQtcher'd thus**--* 

Ore. Juftaathoafce'ft*' 

Imo. By barbarons bands, to fall at ktft their prey I -. 

Ore, I have rtm the rape wjth boaoury Aall I now ^^ 
La^, aM be otertakon at tbe goal ? ' 

Im: No. 

Or9. I mnft look back to tbse. [Ttudetlj. 

Imo» You (hall not need. 
Pm always prefent to your pqrpoie, dfp 
Which way would fou difpofe me ? 

Oro» Have a care, 
Tboa'rt on a precipice, and doft not Ctt 
WMthei> that qaeftion leads thee^ O ! too foon 
Tbou doft enqoiie what tbe aifembled gods 
Have not determin'd* and will lateft doom. 
Yet this I know of fkte, this Is moft certaisi, 
I cannot,, as Iwoald, difpofe of thee:.; 
And, as I ought, I dare not. Oh ImoMs / 

Imo. Alas ! that figh ! why do yon tDuiblelbf .« > 
Nay then 'en bad iaoeed, if yoa can wcsp« 

Ort..My.heartniaa<«fery.if jny giifitvigefei *' ^^ 
t . Betray 
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Betray a weaknefs which they nerer knew. 
Believe, thou, only thou could ft caafe thefe tears^ 
The gods themfelves conrpire with faithlefs men 
Toourdeftru£lion. 

Into. Heav*n and earth oar foes ! 

Oro* It is not always granntd to the g^eat, 
To be moft happy : if the angry pow'rs 
Repent their favours, let '?in take 'em back : 
The hopes of empire, which they gave my youth« 
By making me a prince, I here refign. 
Let 'em quench in me all thofe glorious fires, 
Which kindled at their beams ; that luft of fanei 
That fever of ambition, reftlefs ilili, ^ 

And burning with the facred thirilof fway^ 
"Which they infpir'd, to qualify my fate. 
And make me fit to govern under them, 
Let 'cm extinguiOi. I fubmit myfclf 
To their high pleafure, and devoted bow 
Yet lower, to continue ilill a flave; * ' 

Hopelefs of liberty 2 and if I could 
Live after it, would give up honour t0O| 
To fatisfy their vengeance, to avert 
This only curfe, the curfe of lofing thee. 

Imo. If heav'n could be appeas'd, thefe cruel men 
Are not to be entreated, or believ'd : 
.0 I think on that, and be no more deceived* 

Oro. What can we do ? 

Imo, Can [ do any thing ? 

Oro, But we were born to fuffer* 

Im». Suffer both, 
Both die, and fo prevent 'em. 

Oro. By thy death ! 
O ! let me hunt my travelled thoughts again ; 
Range the wide wafte of defolate defpair 5 
Start any hope. Alasi I lofemyfelf. 
'Tis pathlefs, dark, and barren all to me. 
Thou art my only guide, my light of life. 
And thou art leaving me: fend out thy beami 
Upon the wing ; let 4bcnfi ily all around, 
Difcovercvery way : is ^^se a dawn, ' 

. J " * ' A glim^ 
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A glimmering of comfort ? tbe great God, 
That rife^on tbe world, mttft (hineoQ us* 

Liio, And fee us fet before biin* 

Or^. Thou befpeak'ft. 
And goeft before me.. 

Imo, So I woulii^ in love : » . 

, In the dear unfufpede^ part of life, 
In death for love. Alas ! what hopes for mc ? 
I was preferv'd but to acquit myfclf, 
To beg to die with you. 

Oro, And can'ft tbouafk it? 
^ I never diirft inquire into myfelf 
About my fate, and thou refolv'ft it alK 

Imo, Alas! my lordl my fate's refolv'd in yours. 

Oro. O! keep thee there : let not thy virtue fhrink 
From my fupport, and I will gather ilrength, 
Faft as I can, to tell thee — - 

Imo. I mud die. 
j[ know 'tis fit, and I can die with you. 

Oro, 0! thou haft banifh'd hence a thoufand fears» 
Which fickened at my heart, and quite unman'd roc, 

Imo, Your fear's for me, I know you fear'd my ftrenglh. 
And could not overcome your tendernefs, 
, To pafs this fentence on me: and indeed 
There you were kind, as I have always found you, ' 
As you have ever been : for tho' I am 
,.RefigR*d, and ready to obey roy doom, 
Methinks it ftiould not be pronounc'd by you. 

Oro O ! that was all the labour of my grief. 
^ My heart, and tongue forfook me in tbe ttrife ;, 
I never could pronounce it. 

Imo, I have for you, for both of us. 

Oro. Alas! forme] my death 
I could regard as the laft fcene of life. 
And aft it thro' with joy, to have it done : 
But then to part with thee ■ ■ 

Ima. 'Tis hard to part. 
But parting thus, as the moll happy muQ;, 
Parting in death,, makes it the eaficr. 
You might have thro^a me oiF,, forfakca vfUfu , -o 

And 
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And my mialbrtuDes ; thatlUd been a dea^ , . ^^^ 
Indeed of terror, to have trembled at. . .^ r / 

Or«« Forfaken! tkrown thee' off ! 

Im9. But 'tis a pleafure more than life cangir^^, \ 
That with unconquerM paSon to (he laS, 
Yoa (Iriiggle ^ill, and faih would hold me to yon* 

Oro. Ever, evcr» and let thpi^ ftars, which are Mf 
enemiet, 
Witoefs again ft me in the other world, 
]f I would leave thii maDfion of my blifs. 
To be the brighteft ruler oftheir ikies. 

I that we coold incorporate^ t^oae, ^ [kmiracn^ btiiif 
One body, as we have been loog one mind : ,. ,. - ; 
That blended fo, we might together mix, {, -c^^ // 
And lofing thus (>iir beings to the worId>. > ,. 

Be only found to one another's joys, ,. . r 

Im; U this the way to part? ^ y , 

Or$* Which is the way ? * 

/»0. The God of love is blind, atid cannot findit| 
B4it qvick, make hafte, out enemies have cytz • 
To find us oat, and fhew us die wox^ way 
Of parting ; think on them. - . ^ 

Or<7. Why doft thou Wefke rtie ? j . 

Imo, O! no more of love. 
For if I liften to yon, I fhall quite 
Forget my dangers, and defire to live. . 

1 can't live yours. . [Tahs up thi iag^v^ 

Orff. There all the dings of death , i. 

Are (hot into my heart— —what (hall I do ? . 

Imo. This^agg^i* will iiiftru^ you. \Gi*ois H Uvh 

Oio, Ha! this dagger! 
Like fate, it points'roe to the horrid dee^/ 

Imo. Strike, (Irike it lioxpe^ ahd'bravely &ve ^% l?Qt^ 
There is no other fafg{y. \ 

Oro. It muft be— i- 
But firft a dying kifs-^-rt « 
This laft embrace^-— ^ -; 
And now.— '; * *\,\; - 

Imo. Pm ready. . ^^ 

qro. O! where flialllftr^e} 
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Is there a fmalleJI grMa pf tk^t lQv*d bpdj , ^ ; . 

That is not dearer to nic than my cye^, 1,'\'l. 

lAy bofomM heart, ^nd all the life^btoo^ th^el 

Bid me cut off thefe limbst hew off thefe hands^ 

Dig out t!«i^>yes, tho*'l would keep them U^ '. y ; 

To gaze upon d^ee : btf^t6 mmdm' tbe^! . 

The jdj^, artdphartti'of every ravi(h*d feafe. 

My mkl foryid it nature. 

Imo. *Tis your wifti , . 

Who on her knee$ con] Q res you* O ! in time 
Prevent thofe mifclucfs that. are falling on us. 
You may be hurry'd to a fhamefal death, 
Ai(id>I t^ 4fa^^-d to the vile governor ; 
Then I may cry alo^d : ^hen you are gone. 
Where (hall I ind a friend again to f^ve me? 

Oro. It will bf few Thou unexampled virtue! * 
Thy refolution ha^ rfcover'd mine ; 
A;nd now prepare thee. 
' Im^* Thi^ wuh a^n armn 
I welcome y<)*b apd de^. 

[Hi drops his. ^a^gir a$ bt Ms 09 ifsr^ Md tkraif^ 
Hi^^ o^r tin ground. 

Oro. I cannot be^f it* 
O let me daih agiinftthia rack, of fate* 
Dig up this earth, tear, tear her bowels oat« 
Xo make a grave, deep as the center down» 
To fwallo jv wide, and bury us together. 
It wHl not be. O i then fame pitying God 
(If there be one a Aiend ta i nnocence) 
Find yet a way t6 lay her beauties down 
Qf^ivTyia deach^ and fave me from her Mood* 

Imo. O rife^ 'tiampre than death to fee you thus, 
m cafe vonr love, and do the deed royftlfi— — 
[Shi takh up tbi daggiff^ b^rifii in hap to taki Ufr^m Iml 

Opa. O \ boldy 1 charge thee, hold. 

/«v. Tho* I muft own , 

\t wouId.be nobler for us both from yo!i,\ ... .,. - 

Om. O r foA a whklw>ad*ii wing to^iuf ry ui^^, j^|^^ 
To yonder cliff, which fix>waft4ipmi the, fiood^(^ ow\ 
That in embracea kck'd we xa^|ftt.plange uk> ' C ^^q 
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And perifli thus in one another's arms. ^'i 

Im: Alas ! what (hout is that ? 

Or 9. I fee *em coming. 
They fliall not overtake os. This laft kifs 2 
And now'fafrewel. 

Into, Farewel, farcwel for ever. 

Qro^ V\\ turn my fecc away, and do it ^o. 
Now, arc you r^ady ? 

Imo* Now. But do not grudge me 
The pleafure in my death of a laft look. 
Pray look upon me— —now Tm faiisficd. 

Oro. So fate muft be by this. 

[GwW toftah her^ be flops Jh&rt^ jhi lays hit honh on 
his J in order to give the bhiu* 

Imo, Nay then I muft aflift you. 
And fince it is the common caufeof both, 
'Tis juft that both ftiould be emplo^r'd in it. 
Thus, thus Ms finiChM, and I blefs my fate> [Stdhs her/elf: 
That where I liv'd, I die, in thefe lov'd arms. [^i^. 

Oro. She's gone. And now alPs at an end with me* 
Soft, lay her down. O we will part no more. 

\Thro'ws himftlfhy bifm 
But let me pay the tribute of my grief, ' ' ^ 

A few fad tears to thy lov'd memory. 

And then I follow U^ffpf over hir* 

But I ftay too long. \A uoi/e agtuitm 

The noife comes nearer. Hold, before I go. 
There's fomething would be done. It (hall be io. 
And then, Imoindat I'll come all to thee. [Rifes^. 

B Ian ford, and bis party ^ enters before t be Governor and bio 
party t /words drawn on botbfidef* 

' Gov. You ftrive in vain to fave him, he Ihall die. 

Blan. Not while we can defend him with our live3« 

Gov, Where is he ? 

Oro, Here's the wretch whom you would have. 
Put up your fwords, and let not civil broils ' 

Engage yoa in the curfed canfe of one 
Who cannot live, and now entreats io die* 

This 
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This objeft will convince yoa. 

,^/a». *ris his wife I [Tbtygatbir eboul the io/y^ 

Alas ! there was no other remedy. 

Go*v, Who did the bloody deed ? 

Oro, The deed was mine: 
Bloody I know it is, and I expe£b 
Your laws ihould tell me fo, Thus felf.condemn'd, 
I do reiign myfelf into your hands. 

The hands of juftice but I hold the fword 

For you and for myfelf. 

\^Sta&s U^e Gov^ftor, andbimfilf^ then thr<nv4 him/tlf 
by ImoindaV body', 

Stan* He Ija&kiird the Governor, and ftab'd himfelf. 

Oro, ' ris as it (hould be now. I have fent his ghoft 
To be a witnefs of that happiYiefs 
In the next world, which he deny'd us here.. [Diis* 

Slan, I hope there is a place of happinefs 
In 'the next world for fuch exalted virtue. 
Pagan or unbcJLever, yet he liv'd 
Toiail he knew: ^nd if he went aftray, 
There's merayiliil above to fet him right. r 

Bu| chriftians guided by the heav'nly ray, 
ii«ye no excuf^ if we miilake our way. [Exeunt ^mntu 



EPf4 



d by Google 



E P I L 6 G U Ej 

Written by Mr. Cow OK tvB, and fpoken by Mr9« 
Vbrb&uggek. 

YOU fee wt try aUfi^pti^ amdJbiftSt mad arfst 
fo temft jour fmmomrs^ mmi ngmnjomr bearish 
Wi w/#/, ^ ^t^9 j^'* mirth ams grUf t^giihtr^ 
Like rain and/mn-Jbine mixt^ 'in Apnl 'aeatBtr^ 
Tour dijferiut tafiis diwdi §mr foi^s cmrit t 
Ont f^ei the foe k^ toother the tvjkim nuears: 
Thus while hefiri'ue$ to pUe^e, he^s/or^d to dtft^ 
Like Volfcius, hip-hop^ in aJSugle hoot. 
Critics^ he knonust for this may dawom his h^oti : 
Bui he me^koi fttiftsfn friends^ and mat for e^oh* 
Tho' errant-knights of late no fentomr foed^ 
Smrejon tviiihe to ladiis-errant hind. 
TofoWnMifamt^kntghts^nrmatnudttptofef^z ^ 

Wo damfelsflyf tofaive Mtr repnteuiam : > 

So theyt their ntalour Jbovj^ «of» mr Mfcrttittu J 

To lamb of wtonBtrs^ mkdjkra htafis they go: ) 

fftf to thofe i/urndg^p where rich hujhamdt grovt^: > 

Tho* they* re po monfiersf njoe may make *emfo. J I 

Ifjhew're ^Eftglifh gromfih^ th^*U heun^t with peuimn t 
Buijanje us from afpoufe ofOrootkoko*s nations i 
Thin hlefs your fars, you happy London wi'ves. 
Who loHie at large ^ oath day, yet keep your li*oes t 
Nor envy poor Imoinda'/ doating hlindnefsf 
Who thought her hufbmid kiWd her out of kindnefs. 
Death with a bufiated ne*er had fiewn fuch charms f 
Had fie once dy*d within a loveo^s arms. 
Her error wat^rm ignorsnce proceeding : 
Poor foul! fie wanted feme of our town-hrteding. 
Forgi'ue this Indhn* s fo«dnefs ofherf^oufe \ 
Their law no chrifiiam liberty allows t 
Alas ! they make « comfcience of their itows ! 
Iftuirtue in a heathen be a fault ; 
Then damn the heathen fchool, where fife was taught. 
She might have learned to cnckold, jilt, and fiam^ 
Had Co^tnt'G^tden been in Sarinam. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME* 
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